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o

STUDIES IN THE WESTMINSTER SHORTER CATECHISM
Q.

21. Who is the Redeemer of God's elect?

A. The only Redeemer of God's elect is the Lord Jesus Christ, who, bedng the eternal Son of God, became man, and so was, and continuth to be, God and man, in two distinct natures, and one person
forever.
Scripture References: I Tim. 2:5. John 1:1,14. John 10:30. Phil. 2:6.
Gal. 4:4. Phil. 2:5-11.
Questions:

o

1. Why is the Redeemer of God's elect called the Lord Jesus Christ?
He is called the Lord because of His sovereignty and dominion (Acts
10:36). He is called Jesus because He is the Saviour of His people
(Matt. 1:21). He is called Christ because He is anointed by the
Father with the Holy Ghost which was given to Him without measure (Acts 10:38). He is fully qualified by God.
2. How does the Lord Jesus Christ redeem the elect of God?
He purchases them by His blood and rescues them by His conquest
by spoiling principalities and powers. (I Peter 1:18,19. Col. 2:15)
3. What did the Lord Jesus Christ become in order to redeem God's
elect?
He became lrtan but did not cease to be God. He became Immanuel,
God with us.
4. Why was it necessary that He become man?
It was necessary in order that He m~ht be capable of suffering
death for man and that He might become their High Priest that
could reconcile them to God (Heb. 8:16,17).

o

5. How could Christ be both God and man?
Christ is God and man by a personal union. Both His natures are
distinct, the devine nature is not subject to change and the human
nature is not omnipotent.
6. Could some compact statements be given regarding the constitu.
tion of the Redeemer's person?
J. B. Green has probably put it in the most concise way: "1. The
reality of the two natures. 2. The integrity of the new natures.
3. The distinctiness of the two natures after the union. 4. The
oneness of the personality."

BE VERY SURE
The fact that Jesus Christ is the only Redeemer of God's elect is
one for which we should ever thank God. Though it is cillficult for us
to understand the intricacies of how He could be both God and man;
of how the two natures are distinct and yet He is one; we can certainly
thank and praise God He that did purchase us by His own blood and
thus become the only Redeemer of God's elect.
The fact is a wondrous fact and yet the question must be asked
and answered by all: Are we certain that we are among those He purchased and saved? The hymn writer puts it very well when he says,
"Be very sure, Be very sure, Your anchor holds and grips the SoUd
Rock! This Rock is Jesus, Yes, He's the One, This Rock is Jesus, The
only One." (Mrs. Ruth Caye Jones). For indeed, as the title of the
hymn so aptly puts it, "In Times Like These" we need a Saviour.
To be able to discuss, and have an understanding of, theology is a
good and healthy thing. The church needs this diSCipline, the church
needs to have a better understanding of what the Standards teach. It
is a sad fact that many Presbyterians could not even name what makes
up the Standards. We repeat, it is good to have theological knowledge.
But as we approach in this Catechism Question another theological
fact, that of the Redeemer of God's elect, it is even more important to
have a personal knowledge of the Redeemer Himself, Jesus Christ.
As you read this short article, two questions are in order. First,
Do you know Christ as your Saviour and Lord? Alleine puts it very
plain when he says, "Though of yourselves you can do nothing, yet you
may do all through His Spirit enabling you, and He offers assistance to
you. God bids you 'wash and make you clean.' God invites you to be
made clean and entreats you to yield to Him. 0 accept His offers, and
let Him do for you, and in you, what you cannot do for yourselves."
(Prov. 1:24, Rev. 3:20). Second, If you believe Christ has saved you, are
you acting as if He has saved you? Has your life changed, are old
things passing away, are all things becoming new?
To have the theological knowledge that He is the Redeemer of
God's elect is good. Do you have the Heart knowledge? Isa.47:4.
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