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actions of the SJC on the Wood case. The Assembly also answered in the negative an overture to bar 
General-Assembly-Ministries personnel from service on the SJC. 

Debate on Doctrinal Subscription 
As a special pre-assembly event June 18, a debate on the meaning of doctrinal subscription (ordination 
vows) was held. Dr. Will Barker moderated the event. Copies of the addresses may be downloaded 
from http://www.PCANews.com. an expanded version of Dr. Chapell's remarks at 
http://www.covenantseminary.edulresources/ga2001, and audio tapes at http://www.Briarwood.org. 
• Dr. Tim Keller presented the System-Subscription View. 
• Dr. Bryan Chapell presented the Good-Faith (a.k.a. "Vital-to-the System") Subscription View. 
• TE David Coffin presented the Articles-of-Unity (a.k.a. "Logically Consistent") Subscription View. 
• Dr. Joseph Pipa presented the Full Subscription (a.k.a. "Strict Subscription") View. 

Creation Issue 
The Assembly answered in the negative overtures 1) to require ordained men to declare exceptions to 

the Westminster Confession, if they held to other-than-24-hour Creation Days, 2) to allow church courts 
to permit exceptions on other-than-24-hour Creation Days, and 3) to allow diversity of views on the 
length of Creations Days. The Assembly stated, "It is the responsibility of the lower courts to determine 
if a man's views are in accord with the constitution, not the man himself, not the General Assembly, 
except in cases of judicial process." 

Interchurch Relations 
The Interchurch Relations Committee (IRC) reported several significant items. 

• Discussions are now going on within the North American Presbyterian and Reformed Council 
(NAPARC), of which the PCA is a member, regarding the similarities and differences among the 
member denominations with a view toward the possibilities of eventual Church union. NAP ARC is 
composed of several conservative Presbyterian and Reformed denominations in North America. 
Similar discussion led to the "Joining and Receiving" of the Reformed Presbyterian Church 
Evangelical Synod into the PCA in 1982. 

• The United Reformed Churches denomination is seeking a closer ecclesiastical relationship with the 
PCA. The URC is a denomination of conservative Reformed churches emanating out of the Dutch 
Reformed Tradition. Most were formerly part of the Christian Reformed Church. 

• Last year the National Association of Evangelicals (NAE), of which the PCA is a member, revised 
their membership rules to allow denominations that are members of the National Council of 
Churches of Christ (NCCC) to become members of the NAE and the NCCC simultaneously. At this 
year's NAE Convention the PCA delegation moved that the membership rule be changed back to its 
previous standard that a denomination could not simultaneously be a member of the NAE and 
NCCC. The PCA proposal was well received and will be acted upon at the next NAE convention, 
March 2002. 

• The PCA had been instrumental in 1992 in the formation of the World Fellowship of Reformed 
Churches, which was composed primarily of conservative Presbyterian denominations in the 
Americas. In October of 2000, representatives of the World Fellowship of Reformed Churches 
(WFRC) met with representatives of the International Reformed Fellowship ORF) that had been 
formed in 1994 by conservative Presbyterian and Reformed Churches in the Pacific Rim. The IRF 
was received en masse into the WFRC. The name ofthe fellowship was changed to the World 
Reformed Fellowship (WRF) and the membership basis was expanded to make it possible for 
denominations, local churches, institutions, mission agencies, and individuals from all branches of 
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Reformed Fellowship (WRF) and the membership basis was expanded to make it possible for 
denominations, local churches, institutions, mission agencies, and individuals from all branches of 
the Reformed Community to become part of the fellowship. The PCA General Assembly reaffirmed 
our membership in the newly expanded World Reformed Fellowship. 

Prayer for Religious Liberty 
The Assembly took note of the 300th anniversary of Religious Liberty of Americans, and requested 

that all the churches and agencies of the PCA have a special season of prayer, worship, and thanksgiving 
either around July 4th, October 28th

, or early November to thank God for our religious liberty and to pray 
for the persecuted Church worldwide. The Assembly acted to inform the National Association of 
Evangelicals and the North American Presbyterian Reformed Council and to ask their constituencies to 
have similar seasons of worship, prayer and thanksgiving. 

Special Days, Offerings, and Events Recommended by the Assembly to PCA Churches 
• July 4, October 28th and/or November 18, 2001 - Season of prayer of thanksgiving for religious 

liberty in the USA and prayer for the persecuted Church worldwide. 
• October 2001- A Month of Prayer for the "10/40 Window" and World Evangelization (MTW). 

(The "10/40 Window" is the area of the globe between 10° north latitude and 40° north latitude, 
which contains people groups that have historically been the most resistant to the Gospel). 

• Sometime in 2001 - A Sp~cial Offering for relief and mercy, Compassion Ministry of MTW. 
• Sunday, November 18,2001 - Day of Prayer and Fasting for the Persecuted Church Worldwide 

(MTW). 
• November 2001 - Thanksgiving Offering for MNA Urban and Mercy Ministries. 
• December, 2001 - Christmas Offering for Ministerial Relief (IAR) 
• February 3, 2002 - Day of Prayer and Promotion for Ridge Haven ministries. 
• The 2002 Women in the Church Offering will be for Christian Education and Publications. 


