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Editorial Notes and Comments 
CHRISTMAS 

S "the time draws near the birth of Christ," a 
subtle change seems to come over the outward 
appearance and the inward spirit of a typical Amer
ican city. Outwardly, wreaths, decorations of the 
season, "Santa Clauses" ringing bells on corners, 
hurrying crowds of shoppers thronging the streets 
and stores, Christmas carols issuing from the most 
unexpected places. Inwardly, for many, a mellow
ing of the spirit in the midst of little understood or 
suspected mass emotion, sudden impulsive generosi

ties; for others, a tiring round of purchasing for friends simply 
because "they sent something last year"; for countless thousands 
a dull aching at all this hurly-burly because to them the season 
means nothing more than another difficult month of securing and 
subsisting upon the barest necessities of physical existence, 
while watching what seems to them a great orgy of extrava
gance. Some will spend a few moments looking at pictures of 
the Madonna and Child displayed in store windows, most will 
pass them with unseeing eyes. They will be too busy. 

How pagan so much of all this is! Amid all the hurry, all the 
happiness true or "pumped-up," how much thought and love 
goes out to the Christ who was once a child? He has been vir
tually crowded out of His own natal day. Yet this does not need 
to be. Remembrance of the birth of our Lord, "born to raise the 
sons of earth, born to give them second birth," may and ought to 
be the occasion of adoration and praise of His redeemed chil
dren. The day of His birth the angels sang,-where the Prince 
of Glory lay in a stable. Let us give Him the worship that is 
rightly His this year-and in His name let us do even more: let 
us try to bring to others, especially those who are in desperate 
physical need, our Christian help, and the joy of knowing our 
Lord Jesus Christ as Saviour and King. 

DR. CRAIG ILL 

,.....---..... EADERS of CHRISTIANITY TODAY will be sorry to 
know of the illness of DR. CRAIG, Editor-in-Chief of 
this paper. He is much improved, however, and is 
expected to resume his activities about the first of 
the year. Your prayers on his behalf will be 
appreciated. 

Due to DR. CRAIG'S illness, a communication from 
DR. E. STANLEY JONES relative to an editorial com
ment concerning him in our October issue, will have 
to be withheld until the next issue. It will then be 

possible, it is hoped, to publish the letter together with editorial 
comment, 

No.8 
Entered as second-cia" matter May II, 1931, at 
the Post Office at Philadelphia, Pa ., under the 

Act of March 3, 1879 

THE NEW HYMNAL 

,......----, PECIAL attention is called to the article on the new 
Hymnal in this issue. It is from the pen of Dr. J . 
GRESHAM MACHEN, who needs no introduction to 
our readers. He has made a careful study of the 
new volume, and his conclusions are certainly to be 
pondered by all who realize the importance of musi
cal praise in the Christian life. 

Noone, DR. MACHEN least of all, would say that 
the new Hymnal contains no excellencies. That 
would be absurd. The introduction, for example, of 

certain psalms from the Scottish Psalter of 1650 and later 
psalters, and of certain paraphrases from Scottish sources, is 
certainly an improvement. The only criticism of these is that 
there ought to be more of them. Where, for instance, are "I 
joyed when to the house of God," "Thou shalt arise and mercy 
yet," "Hark how the adoring hosts above," and other classics 
of historic Presbyterianism? What induced the editors to sup
press the great fifty-eighth paraphrase, included in the last two 
hymnals: "Where high the heavenly temple stands"? There 
seem to be two streams of thought evident in the committee that 
compiled the Hymnal. Of course, this is conjecture, but an 
observer might fairly conclude that one stream desired a return 
to the great stately dignity of the psalmody and hymnody of the 
first post-reformation centuries, while another stream wanted to 
"go modern," with a vengeance. Many great hymns could not 
possibly be omitted by any committee. But it is no guess, only 
a plain statement of fact, to say that the main stream in the 
Hymnal is modernist, and the other stream merely a trickle. 

WHO OUGHT TO GET OUT? 

,.....---...... N the course of an editorial on Page 4, of his issue 
of November 9th, the Editor of the Presbyterian 
Advance has made an assertion concerning Holy 
Scripture that would seem almost impossible to 
credit as coming from a Presbyterian Minister or 
periodical. Speaking of objections made in CHRIS
TIANITY TODAY to the proposed form of subscription 
for ministers in the Plan of Union with the United 
Presbyterian Church, he says: " . . . the fact 
being that, while all saving and redemptive truth is 

set forth in the Bible, that old Book of Books contains no theo
logical system whatever." (Italics by the Editor of the Advance.) 
No system of doctrine in the Scriptures! And yet the Editor of 
the Advance is a minister of the Presbyterian Church in the 
U. S. A. At licensure and ordination he answered this solemn 
question in the affirmative: "Do you sincerely receive and adopt 
the Confession of Faith of this Church, as containing the system 
of doctrine taught in the Holy Scriptures?" (Italics by the 
Editors of CHRISTIANITY TODAY.) 

(A Table of Contents will be found on Page 24) 
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The Bible, says the Editor of the Advance: "contains no 
theological system whatever." The Form of Government, to 
which that same Editor has given his solemn assent, says: "The 
system of doctrine taught in the Holy Scriptures." 

This is no difference over some obscure minor point of theol
ogy. It is something which strikes at the very heart of the Con
fession of Faith as a reformed, Calvinistic confession. Further, 
it raises a serious ethical question : How can Dr. Clarke claim 
to be a true Presbyterian when he thus categorically denies 
what he once affirmed in his own ordination vow? The Presby
tery of Nashville, of which Dr. Clarke is a member, certainly 
has a duty to perform in view of this statement. 

To crown all this, the editorial in question was written to ridi
cule the claim of the new Independent Board for Presbyterian 
Foreign Missions to be a "distinctly Presbyterian" agency par
t ially on the ground that some of the new board's members had 
come from other Presbyterian Churches, hence were not real 
Presbyterians! 

Members of the Modernist-Indifferentist Coalition have been 
suggesting that if conservatives cannot support the official Board 
of F oreign Missions, they should leave the Church. Such sugges
tions have even appeared in the columns of the Presbyterian 
Advance. 

Who should "get out"? Those who, in their loyalty to the Con
fession of the Church find that they cannot support an agency 
that is disloyal to that confession? Or, an editor who boldly and 
emphatically denies his own ordination vow? 

NEW NAMES IN THIS ISSUE 
HE Editors are happy to introduce to the ever
growing constituency of CHRISTIANITY TODAY, three 
contributors whose writings have never before ap
peared in our columns. The REV. MERRIL T. MAC
PHERSON, of the Central-North Broad Street Pres
byterian Church of Philadelphia, who in the last 
few years has developed an outstanding local and 
radio ministry writes the Christmas sermon. The 
article on the legality of the new independent mis
sion board is from the pen of MURRAY FORST 

THOMPSON, ESQ., of the Philadelphia bar, a member and t;eas
urer of the board. The REV. JAMES NORRIS McDOWELL, a mem
ber of the Presbytery of Philadelphia, is the author of the article 
on the new Book of Discipline. For two years he served on the 
committee appointed by his Presbytery to study the new Book 
in its various stages. The Editors welcome these new contrib
utors and are glad to present them to our readers. 

THE PROPOSED BOOK OF DISCIPLINE 
ERTAIN features of the proposed Book of Disci
pline are made plain by the REV. J. NORRIS Mc
DOWELL in his article in this issue. His treatment, 
however, is intended to be indicative rather than 
exhaustive. Every person interested-and all min
isters and others in the church who value their lib
erties should be interested-ought to read the book 
for himself. Much will be found against which no 
objection could possibly be raised. But that is really 
beside the point in any examination, because the bulk 

of such portions are carried over from the present book. The 
pr oposed book must be examined on the merits of its deviations 
and departures from the law as it now is. That is the only fair 
and sensible method of judgment. It may and probably does 
offer a more logical arrangement of material than does the pres
ent book. But that is a relatively insignificant thing. The book 
should be examined for substance rather than arrangement. And 
when viewed in this light it is seen as introducing a theory of 
process that would virtually take away from the Presbyteries 
their ancient rights of original jurisdiction. Many who have 
~tuQieq this b99k feel that it is an attack on the libertieS of the 

plain man in the church, in the interest of increased power for 
the already topheavy and unwieldy church machine. The pro
posed book ought to be defeated, but this cannot be done unless 
loyal men rouse themselves to beat it by negative votes in the 
Presbyteries. 

LOYALTY-TO WHAT? 
OYALTY is a great virtue-if. If what? If it is 
given to some cause or thing that is deserving of 
loyalty. Otherwise loyalty is no virtue at all-may 
even become a vice. Loyalty to a bad cause, simply 
because it may have begun as a good cause and then 
suffered change, is only a form of stubbornness. No 
one has any right to plead for loyalty to any insti
tution or cause unless he is willing to show that it 
is deserving of the support he asks. If criticisms 
are made, they ought to be answered fairly and 

squarely. Beware of those who, in any cause, plead fervently for 
"loyalty" in an attempt to drown out criticism, and who stigma
tize as "disloyal" those who bring facts to light. In such cases, 
an intelligent person is likely to assume that someone is trying 
to conceal something somewhere. No institution ought to want 
or ask an iota more of loyalty than that to which it is entitled by 
its character, record or performances. To ask more is to require 
men and women to submit to mental slavery. 

DORMITANTIUS 
,......----. N the fifth century Jerome dubbed one of his oppo

nents, whom he believed to be asleep as far as the 
realization of the church's needs was concerned, with 
the name Dormitantius. Whether the fifth century 
church-man deserved the name or not, there are 
many people in the church today who are rightly 
described by such a cognomen. They fail cqmpletely 
in realizing the force of the swift currents which 
are removing the church from the fulfilment of 
its true mission. Many of them are in this state 

through no lack of zeal on their own part. They are exceedingly 
busy conducting Sunday School classes, leading society meet
ings and performing other useful work in the church-so busy, 
in fact, that they are unable to see the wood for the trees, or 
to realize whither things are drifting. 

This same type of limitation is observable all about us in 
various fields. The principles of socialism are today dominating 
the operations of large spheres of the activity of the United 
States government. Some are not even aware that such is the 
case. Others have suddenly come to the realization of the truth 
of this statement. The fact is that such a state of affairs has 
not developed over night. The root and the bud preceded the 
full bloom. The first concessions to socialistic principles were 
made in public thought and opinion many years ago. So it is 
in t he chur ch. People are not aware of the fact that the motive 
behind the activity of many church organizations and agencies 
today is the displacement of the evangelical faith of the church 
in favor of a religion which is not Christianity in any true sense 
at all. But because that motive is not immediately apparent 
on the surface, people fail to look beneath the surface, fail to 
analyse the moving forces, fail to heed the warnings which are 
plentifully thrown out. While they are busy with the round of 
Bible conferences and evangelistic meetings which are excellent, 
they fail to realize that the church is passing into the control 
of men and parties whose principles will, when and if they , 
obtain control, abolish the conferences and the meetings. It is 
high time to analyse motives and to man the walls of Zion. 
Faithfulness in insight is a requisite of the day. 

Those who thought that the field of foreign mission matters 
affecting church boards was no concern of theirs because the 
faith mission organizations would supply all of the need for 
missi9nary endeavor, are now suddenly finding that the attack 

Continued on Page 1.t,. 
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Why I Believe in the Virgin Birth 
A Christmas Sermon 

By the Rev. Merril T. MacPherson 
Pastor of the Central North Broad Street Presbyterian Church, Philadelphia 

"What think ye of Christ? whose son is He? (Matthew 22 :42). 
HERE are many profound reasons why I believe 
in the Virgin Birth of Christ, but time and space 
necessitate that I confine myself to only three of 
these reasons. However, let me say that I shall 
ever praise God that in my 
childhood, by a Godly mother 
and by a Godly Pastor, I was 
taught something of the signifi
cance of this great fact. In 
later years, when I began defi-

nitely to study the subject for myself, I 
found it to be the only possible entrance 
into the flesh of the eternal Son of God, the 
historic Christ. Only thus can anyone ac
count for His unusual personality as He 
lived and died here upon the earth. I have 
also become profoundly convinced of the 
Virgin Birth of our Lord because of the 
opposition to that fact. It has always been, 
and shall be down through to the end of 
time, "a bone of contention." The enemies 
of God, both inside and outside of the 
Church, have used the Devil's own weapons 
against this great doctrine of the Bible. 

Here you have the fact recorded as clearly as it can be writ
ten, that the angel Gabriel was sent from God to Mary to 
inform her that she had been chosen by the Sovereign God to 
become the mother of the Saviour of the world. The salutation 
of the angel aroused in her both fear and wonder and that fear 

is dispelled by those wonderful words, "Fear 
not, Mary, for thou hast found favour with 
God." The manner of His birth is clearly 
stated-"and behold thou shalt conceive in 
thy womb and bring forth a son and shalt 
call His name JESUS." Matthew tells us 
that His name was to be called Jesus be
cause "he shall save his people from their 
sins." It is also clearly stated here that 
He is not the son of any earthly father but 
the "Son of the Highest," and that the 
promises of God to David and to Israel are 
to be fulfilled in this Son that is born of 
Mary. Not only is He called "the Son of 
the Highest," but He is also here called "the 
Son of God." As the expression of doubt 
appears in Mary's face, she is reassured 
with the words: "For with God nothing 
shall be impossible," and then the beautiful 
resignation of Mary is set forth in the 38th 
verse: "Behold the handmaid of the ' Lord; 
be it unto me according to thy word. And 
the angel departed from her." 

Before I present my first reason for be
lieving in this Fundamental Truth, let me 
state just what I mean by the Virgin Birth. 
It is as clearly set forth in the Apostles' 
Creed as need be, a portion of which I now 
quote: "I believe in' God the Father Al
mighty, Maker of Heaven and Earth; and 
in Jesus Christ, His Only Son, our Lord; 
Who was conceived by the Holy Ghost; b01'n 
of the Vi1'gin Mary." By the Virgin Birth 

THE REV. MERRIL T. MACPHERSON 

Luke also gives the inspired record of the 
birth of Jesus Christ in the second chapter, 
verses 1-7: "And it came to pass in those 
days, that there went out a decree from 
Cresar Augustus, that all the world should 
be taxed. (And this taxing was first made 

I mean just exactly what is here stated, that He was conceived 
by the Holy Ghost and born of the Virgin Mary. 

1. I believe in the Virgin Birth because it is a fact explicitly 
recorded in the inspired Word of God. 

In Luke 1 :26-38 we have the inspired record of the annuncia
tion, "And in the sixth month the Angel Gabriel was sent from 
God unto a city of Galilee, named N azal'eth, to a virgin espoused 
to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David; and 
the virgin's name was Mary. And the angel came in unto her, 
and said, Hail, thou that art highly favoured, the Lord is with 
thee : blessed art thou among women. And when she saw him, 
she was troubled at his saying, and cast in her mind what 
manner of salutation this should be. And the angel said unto 
her, Fear not, Mary: for thou hast found favour with God. And, 
behold thou shalt conceive in thy womb, and bring forth a son, 
and shalt call his name JESUS; He shall be great, and shall be 
called the Son of the Highest; and the Lord God shall give unto 
him the throne of his father David: And he shall reign over 
the house of Jacob for ever; and of his kingdom there shall be 
no end. Then said Mary unto the angel, How shall this be, 
seeing I know not a man? And the angel answered and said 
unto her, The Holy Ghost shall come upon thee, and the power 
of the Highest shall overshadow thee: therefore also that holy 
thing which shall be born of thee shall be c;alled the Son of God." 

when Cyrenius was governor of Syria.) 
And all went to be taxed, everyone into his own city. And 
Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of the city of Nazareth, 
into Judea, unto the city of David, which is called Bethlehem, 
(because he was of the house and lineage of David,) to be taxed 
with Mary his espoused wife, being great with child. And so it 
was, that, while they were there, the days were accomplished 
that she should be delivered. And she brought forth her first
born son, and wrapped him in swaddling clothes, and laid him 
in a manger; because there was no room for them in the inn." 

As we shall later see in our study, God used this "decree from 
Cresar Augustus that all the world should be taxed" to fulfill 
what had already been predicted concerning the place of the 
Messiah's birth. My heart grows tender every time I read the 
record of the birth of the Son of God, leaving the glories of 
Heaven to come to this sin-cursed earth to redeem lost souls 
like you and me; and to find that the world today is much as 
it was then, taking in the so-called notables and famed of this 
world and crowding out the dear Son of God-"and she brought 
forth her firstborn son and wrapped him in swaddling clothes, 
and laid him in a manger; because the1'e was no room for them 
in the inn." 

Matthew also gives the record of the Virgin Birth of our 
Lord in the first chapter, verse 18, to the second chapter, verse 

Continued on Page 12 
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Have the Organizers of the Independent Board 

for Presbyterian Foreign Missions Violated 
the Law of the Presbyterian . Church 

in the U. s. A.? 
By Murray Forst Thompson, Esq. 
A Member of the Pennsylvania Bar 

f~ '. 

'\:: 

HAVE before me a statement released for publi
cation by Dr. John McDowell, Moderator of the 
1933 General Assembly. It is his "response to sev
eral inquiries concerning his recent visit to Synods 
and Presbyteries regarding the attitude of the Pres
byterian Church in the U. S. A. toward those who 
refuse to support the work of the Church as em
bodied in its Boards and Agencies." This spokes
man for the Modernist-Indifferentist coalition in 
the Church first states that ministers, elders, dea

cons, and communicants who want to leave the Church have 
a right to get out, but in doing so "must follow the constitu
tional procedure of the Presbyterian Church; for ours is still 
a Church of law and constitutional processes." 

After this opening, impressive for its concern about the Con
stitution, Dr. McDowell continues, "On the other hand, if any 
minister, elder, deacon, or communicant decides to remain in the 
denomination, while they have a right to work for any changes 
in doctrine, in government or in work which they desire, they 
must work for these changes in harmony with the constitutional 
procedure; and while they are so working for them, they must 
be loyal to the doctrine, government and work of the Church 
as embodied in the local Church and in the Boards and Agencies 
of the General Assembly. The Presbyterian Church in the 
U. S. A. stands for liberty, but it must not be forgotten that 
it is liberty within law and within loyalty." 

While Dr. McDowell's statement contains no reference to the 
Independent Board for Presbyterian Foreign Missions, it is 
apparent that it is intended to indicate that the organizers of 
the Independent Board are violating .the provisions of the Con
stitution of the Church. I shall not take time here to discuss 
the strange aspect presented by this stalwart defense of the 
Constitution on the part of the very group whose failure to 
adhere to the Constitution brought about the formation of the 
Independent Board they now attack. 

The Law of the Church Is Found in the Standards 
Weare asked to remember that liberty is "liberty within 

law." I shall presently say some things regarding this liberty, 
now so eagerly embraced by the majority in the Church. It is 
necessary first to determine where this law is found. 

It is found in the Holy Scriptures, and in the Constitution
that is, in the Confession of Faith and the Catechisms, the Form 
of Government, the Book of Discipline, and the Directory for 
Worship. There is no doubt, in view of the Adopting Acts
particularly the Act of 1788-that these documents taken to
gether make up the Constitution of the Church. Of course, the 
QQnstituii9n hll.s been variously amended from time tQ time. 

(For the texts of t hese acts, see The Digest, 1930, Vol. II, pp. 
4-8.) 

The Standards to which I have referred are known technically 
as the "Standards subordinate to the Word of God." They are 
based upon and derive their authority from the Holy Scriptures 
which are "the only infallible r ule of faith and manners." (Con
fession of Faith, Chapters I and XX; Form of Government, 
Chapter I). The question of the right to establish the Inde
pendent Board must therefore be determined in the light of 
the subordinate Standards and the Word of God. 

It is important also to note where the law of the Church 
is not found. It is not found in the "Manual of Presbyterian 
Law for Church Officers and Members," nor in "The Presby
terian Digest." Both publications, of course, a r e most helpful 
in studying the law which is found in the subordinate Stand
ards; but it is necessary to remember that no legal standing 
can be accorded the statements of the editors of those works. 

A further caution is required. The law is not to be found 
in resolutions or declarations of General ·Assembly. The F orm 
of Government (Chapter XXIV, Sections I and II) provides 
f or the method of amending the Constitution through formal 
a ction by General Assembly and the presbyteries. That Con
stitution could not be altered one whit by all the resolutions 
successive Assemblies might pass. However, I do believe, as 
I shall show, that certain declarations of the General Assembly 
are significant in that they indicate the interpretation placed 
upon the Constitution by Assemblies in years when Modernism 
and Indifferentism had not weakened the testimony of the 
Church. 

Does the Law of the Church Prohibit the Formation 
of the Independent Board? 

Having determined the sources of the law of the Church 
we come to the question whether the organizers of the Inde
pendent Board have violated the Constitution or have acted con
trary to the Word of God. In the first place, it is vitally impor
tant to remember that this Board claims no official sanction. 
Those who have formed it do not hold themselves out as an 
association having any f01'mal connection with any judicatory 
of the Church. The real question is whether the law of the 
Presbyterian Church in the U. S. A. forbids its members to 
associate in an independent enterprise whose aim is the promo
tion of truly Biblical Missions. 

I am not unmindful of Chapter XXIII of -the Form of Gov
ernment which relates to "The Organizations of the Church." 
That provision permits the formation of such organizations "for 
the conduct of a special work for missionary or other benevolent 

Continued on Page 10 



December, 1933 CHRISTIANITY TODAY 5 

The New Presbyterian Hymnal 
By the Rev. J. Gresham Machen, D.O., litt.D. 

r-----.HE first thing that needs to be said about the new 
Hymnal of the Presbyterian Church in the U. S. A.' 
is that it is really new. It is not a mere revision of 
the Hymnal that has · hitherto been in use-the 
Hymnal published in 1895 and revised in 1911 with 
a supplement of 1917-but a thoroughly new book. 
Of the 737 hymns in the old book (exclusive of 
"Ancient Hymns and Canticles") only 136 have 
been retained unchanged, with perhaps about 
twenty more where the changes are slight. Of the 

513 hymns in the new book 214 are entirely new. The changes 
in the 163 hymns which remain after subtraction of these 214 
that are entirely new and of the 136 that are taken unchanged 
from the old book consist largely, but by no means exclusively, 
in omissions of whole stanzas: 

The Editors have labored long and earnestly; it is only fair 
that careful consideration should be given to what those labors 
have produced. The appearance of this book is an important 
event in the history of the Presbyterian Church in the U. S. A. 
and in the history of Protestant Christendom. What is the 
meaning of that event? 

The General Tendency 
A sharp and clear answer to this question was given in The 

Chicago Tribune of May 27, 1933, in a qllot~Uon purporting to 
come from one of the leaders in the Presbyterian Church in the 
U. S. A. This gentleman was quoted as pointing to the new 
Hymnal as being one of the chief evidences of change now tak
ing place not only in his own church, but also throughout 
Protestantism generally. "If you want to know the trends of 
religion, listen to the way religion sings," he was further re
ported as saying. The quotation continues as follows: 

"About 400 old hymns were dropped. The doctrine note in 
hymns is almost missing. In place of doctrine, brotherhood, 
international fellowship, and sound service are stressed. In 
addition to this change the new hymns, instead of stressing 
outward ecclesiastical conformity, sound the mystical note. 

"Since the General Assembly last met in Columbus eight 
years ago great changes have taken place in the Presbyterian 
Church. Then we faced the crisis in the fundamentalist drive 
on the church. The thing was fought out on this same plat

'form from which the announcement of DR. JOHN McDOWELL'S 
election as moderator yesterday meant the death of funda
mentalism as a party in the church .... " 
We have purposely refrained from mentioning here the name 

of the gentleman who was reported to have spoken thus, be
cause indirectly we have heard something to the effect that he 
does not recognize the correctness of the quotation. But how
ever incorrect the quotation may be as a reproduction of what 
the person quoted actually said, the estimate here given of the 
significance of the appearance of the new Hymnal is, we are 
convinced, not so very far from the truth. The "doctrine note 

' ''The Hymnal." published by authority of The General Assembly of The 
Presbyterian Church in the United States of America. Philadelphia: Presby
terian Board of Christian Education , 1933. The editors are Clarence Dickinson , 
M.A., Mus .D. , Litt.D., Editor ; Calvin W eiss Laufer, M.A., D.D., Assistant 
Editor. 

2 The figures just given are to be reg arded as approximate merely. It is 
quite poss ible, for example, that some of the hymns here enumerated as entirely 
new may be partly included in the old book . if, for example, they begin in a 
slightly different way so that they have been for that reason missed in the 
search in the index. Moreover, there has been some difficulty in the classi
fication of hymns partly included in the new book among "Opening Responses: 
Introits," etc.; and there may have been slight errors in cQuntinK' . 

• 

in hymns" is indeed "almost missing" in many of the hymns 
added in the new book; and that means, of course, that the 
Christian note is almost missing, since the Christian religion is 
doctrinal to the very heart and core. The Modernist elements 
in the Presbyterian Church will no doubt welcome the new book 
all the more eagerly when they recognize its true tendency; 
but what we think important is that the Christian element in 
the Church should continue to use the old Hymnal and should 
not be led into adopting into its worship a book which will sadly 
impoverish its devotional life. 

We do not mean, of course, that there are no truly Christian 
hymns in the new book; for among the (approximately) 136 
hymns that are retained unchanged are to be found many truly 
evangelical hymns. There are some hymns too deeply entrenched 
to be dislodged by one generation-even by a generation that 
desires to get rid of what it calls "doctrine" and that feels little 
need of the grace of God. Even among the hymns added in this 
book, moreover, there are some, as we shall see in a moment, 
that a Christian man can joyfully sing. We do not mean to say 
that this book is as crassly Modernist as are some of the books 
now being used in formerly evangelical churches, and particu
larly we do not mean to say that its editors are consciously or 
systematically removing the things that conservatives in the 
church would like to retain. But what we do mean to say is 
that the book does in rather clear fashion reveal the drift of 
the times. People do not love now as they once did the things 
that are at the heart of the Christian Faith, and that is the 
essential reason why this book, reflecting the tendency ' of the 
church, is so different from the book that it is endeavoring to 
replace. 

It will be convenient to divide what we shall now say into 
a treatment (1) of omissions and changes and (2) of additions; 
but nothing like completeness will be possible, All that we can 
do is to give examples of what has been done in the new 
Hymnal of the Presbyterian Church. 

Omissions of Whole Hymns 
Some of the omissions are to be welcomed. Thus we do not 

see how a believer in the Scriptural doctrine of the grace of 
God can possibly sing the hymn of Charles Wesley (496 in the 
old book) : 

A charge to keep I have, 
A God to glorify, 

A never-dying soul to save, 
And fit it for the sky. 

Many of the other hymns of Charles Wesley are truly evan
gelical, and we rejoice in them; but we are glad that that par
ticular hymn has been omitted. So also we are glad that the 
"Battle Hymn of the Republic" (included, as No. 758 in the 
1917 war-time Supplement in the old book) is absent from the 
new book. Opinions may differ about the political views out of 
which that poem was born. Some of us may agree with them; 
some of us may disagree. But one thing is clear-a fiery war
song like that has no place in the worship of a Christian 
congregation. 

Unfortunately, however, such salutary omissions are more 
than balanced by those which mean genuine loss. Among the 
whole hymns dear to the Christian heart which are omitted 
from this book may be noted the following (the numbers being 
those in the old Hymnal revised in 1911 and with the 1917 
Supplement) : 
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4. Awake, my soul, and with the sun 
Thy daily stage of duty run 

38. Welcome, delightful morn 

54. Safely through another week 
God has brought us on our way 

o. 0 God, we praise Thee ; and confess 

166. Hark! ten thou and harps and voices 

188. Shout the glad tidings, exultingly sing 

226. Sweet the moments, rich in blessing 
Which before the cross I spend 

254. 0 Jesus, Lord most merciful, 
Low at Thy cross I lie 

281. Come, Holy Ghost, in love 

296. God, in the gospel of His Son, 
Makes His eternal connsels known 

298. The Spirit breathes upon the word, 
And brings the truth to sight 

306. Lord of our life, and God of om alvatiou 

318. Jesus, and shall it ever be, 
A mortal man ashamed of Thee? 

335. Not worthy, Lord! to gather up the crumbs 

406. O'er the gloomy hills of darkne s 

421. BlessM a l'p the ons of God. 
They are bought with Christ's OW)) blood 

432. One there is, above all others. 
W ell deserves the name of Friend 

43!l. Not all the blood of beasts 
Ou J ewish altars slain, 

Cou ld give the guilty conscipnce pearc, 
Or wa h away the stain. 

449. Father, hear Thy children's call 

452. No, not despairingly 
Come I to Thee 

459. Weary of earth, and laden with my sin 

465. My hope is bnilt on nothing less 
Than Jesus' blood and righteousness 

471. I lay my sins on Jesus, 
The spotless Lamb of God 

472. Lord, I believe; Thy power I own 

479. Oft in danger, oft in woe 
Onward, Christians, onward go 

495. My soul, be on thy guard 

501. Father, whate'e r of earthly bliss 

514. God is the R efuge of His saints 

571. From every stormy wind that blows 

G43. There is a land of pure delight, 
Where saints immortal reign 

683. God be with you till we meet again 

708. Tell me the old, old story 

711. Awake, my soul, in joyful lays, 
And sing thy great Redeemer's praise 

725. 0 happy day, that fixed my choice 
On Thee, my Saviour, and my God! 

727. I was a wandering sheep 

729. I am coming to the cross 

Corruptions in the Text 
Even more revealing, perhaps, than the omission of these and 

other whole hymns are the omissions and changes in hymns 
which are in part retained. 

At this point a preliminary criticism must apparently be 
brought against the method used in the new Hymnal. The criti
cism is that changes have been introduced in the text of hymns 
without any indication whatever that they have been made. Such 
indications were given in the old Hymnal, but in the new one 
they are lacking. We are well aware of the great difficulty that 
is involved in the establishment of the true text of hymns
especially in cases where the author himself issued a number 
of editions-and it is quite possible that we may be mistaken 
here and there in noting what look to us like corruptions intro
duced by the editors of the new book. There may be some his
torical justification in some cases for what they have printed. 
We lay no claim to competence in this intricate field of study. 
But the pursuance of an unfortunate method in this matter 
seems to be clear in the new book. 

Thus in Milton's hymn (64 in the new book), "Let us with 
a gladsome mind Praise the Lord, for He is kind," the first line 
in the second stanza reads in the old book and in our edition 
of Milton, "Let us blaze His Name abroad," whereas in the new 
book it reads, "Let us sound His Name abroad" (italics ours, 
here and in similar contrasts); and the last stanza in the new 
book is a repetition of the first with a certain change in the 
first line which . becomes necessary when the stanza is thus 
used again. 

The changes may bring improvement and they may not; per
sonally we think that they do not. But that is not the point. 
The point is that John Milton's name is appended in the new 
Hymnal to something that is not his. Milton was a poet of some 
years ago, whose works are generally thought to possess con
siderable merit. But we do not think that he ought to be given 
credit for something--even though it be an improve~ent--to 
which he has no right. 

Let it not be said that the changes which we have just indi
cated are slight and that therefore the editors of the new 
Hymnal had a right to make them. In this matter of literary 
property, we think that only the most complete precision is in 
place. It was, therefore, altogether what sound scholarship and 
the best interests of the Church demand when the editors of 
the previous Hymnal announced as their policy that "As far as 
possible, the HYMNS are here printed as their authors wrote 
them" and that "All deviations from the author's text are indi
cated in the note beneath the hymn." It is, we think, a very 
serious backward step when the editors of the present book have 
departed from these sound literary principles. 

Moreover, some of the changes made in the texts of the 
hymns are by no means so slight as those which we have indI
cated in connection with that translation of Psalm cxxxvi by 
John Milton. 

Sometimes the wording is changed apparently in the interests 
of simplicity and uniformity; and very mistaken and pedantic 
some of these changes seem to us to be. Sometimes they are 
superficially clarifying, but in instance after instance they will 
be found really to remove what is really distinctive in the line 
and reduce it to the level of the commonplace. Thus in the 
hymn of Isaac Watts, "Begin, my tongue, some heavenly theme," 
the old book (126) has in the last two lines of the second stanza 
the following: 

Sing the sweet promise of His grace, 
And the performing God, 

while the new book has (94): 
Sing the sweet promise of His grace, 

And our redee1ll4ng God. 
No doubt the new line is superficially easier; but the real point 
of the stanza is destroyed. The point is the correspondence of 
God's performance with His promise. That point is beautifully 

Continued on Page 8 
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The Proposed New Book of Discipline 
By the Rev. J. Norris McDowell 

HE Proposed Book of Discipline has come be
fore the Presbyteries on overture from the General 
Assembly, U. S. A., 1933. It must be considered 
as a new Discipline, and not an amendment to the 
present one, and therefore should it become the 
Discipline of the Church, the judicatories, even 
though acting as courts or by commissions, must 
of necessity render, hereafter, their decisions and 
judgments on the basis of what it says and are not 
bound either by the former Disciplines or by prece-

dents, hitherto, set by the highest courts. This I think is a 
fair statement of fact, and it is regrettable that when an oppor
tunity has come for a change-and a great need for it is evi
dent, that we are not producing a book that will ring true in 
every particular to the Presbyterian order, and also one that 
will meet all the needs of the same in the exercise of both 
administrative and judicial business. This one we will see fails 
as we uncover its weaknesses, its limitations and the spirit of 
control embodied in its provisions. As it now stands this pro
posed Discipline is open to most serious objections: 

First. The tendency found embodied in its provisions is to
ward a more centralized form of control. As in chapter II, 
Art. 1, in the matter of original jurisdiction the door is swung 
wide open by explicit statement for the higher judicatories, 
if things are not to their liking, to step right in and "assume 
jurisdiction in the case." 

There are a number of things which may be said about this 
"assumed jurisdiction." By inference, it strikes right at the 
heart of Presbyterianism. It lets it be known in no uncertain 
way that the Presbytery may not be capable of governing within 
its own jurisdiction, but historically the soul of Presbyterianism 
has resided, in the confidence that men who composed the Pres
byteries were prepared, and with the stamina and moral fibre 
to do the right and the fair thing in the Lord's work, and in 
the exercise of discipline among their fellows. This Article I, 
Chapter II, puts the Presbyteries on good behavior with the 
school-master, the higher judicatory swinging the big, hickory 
stick of "assuming jurisdiction" over their heads. 

It might be well to ask, when will the higher judicatory be 
constrained "to assume jurisdiction in a case"? Will its decision 
to act be motivated by the orderly process of "general review 
and control, or complaint, when administration discipline is to 
be exercised: and reference or appeal when judicial discipline 
is to be exercised," or also on rumor, or by motion, or petition 
from a group within or without the higher judicatory, on state
ment of an executive secretary of a Presbytery, or that of its 
Moderator or Stated Clerk? Will all of these last ways, here
after, be good Presbyterian order? 

Now with the foregoing in mind, we turn to Chapter V, 
Article 3, Grounds of Challenge. We read: "No member of a 
judicatory or judicial commission shall sit in judgment upon 
a judicial case who is personally interested in the issue thereof." 
We note on the one hand that there is no ground of challenge 
as to members of judicatories of commissions who may sit in 
administration cases and yet everyone knows that as a matter 
of fairness, and to remove bias and prejudice, reasonable 
grounds do exist. Why the omission? On the other hand, this 
provision means that in judicial cases where decisions are ren
dered by the lower judicatory or court that to be "personally 
interested in the case" would be a rightful ground of appeal. 
For this cause all judicial cases could be shoved into the higher 
courts with a vengeance. As the resu.lt, the higher judicatory 
receives more control, power, dictatorial oversight. Are we ready 
for it? 

Second. While this criticism is found in the fact that while 
this Proposed Discipline recognizes and defines administration 
discipline, Chap. I, Art. 2, Chap. II, Art. 1, Chap. XII, Art 1, 
(a) and (b), Chap. XIII, Art. 1 (last sentence), nowhere 
among its provisions does it assure any or all of the parties 
involved the right of counsel, the taking of testimony under 
oath, the cross-examination of witnesses to bring out the true 
facts in the matter involved nor is there any process given for 
the administrative case. It may be said that the present disci
pline has none. That is true, but anybody knows that this is 
the festering sore of contention, and at this point is where bias 
and prejudice get in their "dirty work:" Through misunder
standing of rights, complaints are taken to the higher judica
tories. Now to correct this omission is a matter of fairness; 
to let this matter rest in status quo, stamps this proposed disci
pline as deficient and surely not on par with the administrative 
business of the Church. 

Third. Many administrative cases of late have had to do with 
the pastoral relationship and the problem of dissolution. More 
and more such cases have been placed in the hands of "judicial 
Commissions for hearing and decision." From their decisions, 
complaints have been taken to the higher judicatories, with the 
result that higher judicatories as courts for the past fifty years 
have endeavored to rectify in a practical way the weakness 
of the present discipline. They have said to the lower judica
tories and courts to be specific, by giving reasons for their 
actions, decisions or judgments. (Consult the General Assem
bly's Digest for enlightenment). Now the important question 
arises: How comes this omission in the proposed discipline? 
Was it purposely overlooked? If so, why? Furthermore, why 
should it become necessary for the higher courts to review 
innumerable administrative cases again in order to establish 
what the Church has said is just and fair? Well, we may take 
the most charitable view and say reasons should be omitted 
for the sake of the weak brother. Some say we had better not 
put the reasons on paper; they might be a little too embarrassing 
at some future date. All this might be well, if administrative 
discipline dealt only with the foolish, the imprudent, and the 
unfortunate. However, it has a distinct relationship to the 
strong, the sincere and the faithful. It should protect them 
from the gossip, the insinuations and the calumnies of those 
who wish to break down their witness to the Gospel and also 
protect them from the machinations of the ecclesiastical politi
cian. Surely the Church through its discipline has no moral 
right to protect the imprudent and foolish at the expense of 
the faithful, and God-fearing servants of truth and righteous
ness. As much as it may do so by so much does it injure the 
cause of Christ, and not only weakens the Church's testimony 
to the integrity of the Scripture, but in the judicatories it also 
makes uncertain that foundation stone of protection and confi
dence upon which the Ambassador of Christ goes forth to 
proclaim the message of his Lord. 

Fourth. This proposed discipline lifts the moorings of Presby
terianism. It aids the drift of control from the Presbytery to 
the Synod, to the General Assembly. If considered in its rela
tion to the «Proposed Form of Government for the Organic 
Union of the Presbyterian Church, U. S. A., and the United 
Presbyterian Church of North America," it may indicate that 
another shift is at hand and hereafter the control of the Church 
will be no longer invested in Presbytery, Synod and General 
Assembly, but in Councils, special and judicial commissions of 
these judicatories. Are we ready for such a transition? God 
forbid! 
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The New Hymnal-Continued 
expressed in the last line as it appears in the old book; but in 
the new book the climax is destroyed by a non-distinctive clos
ing line. 

So in the hymn of Charles Wesley, "0 for a thousand tongues 
to sing My dear Redeemer's praise" (147) the new book (199) 
has "My great Redeemer" instead of "My dear Redeemer"; and 
in the line "His blood can make the foulest clean," it has "the 
sinful" instead of "the foulest"-to the ruin of what is distinc
tive in the stanza. 

Sometimes the changes, in their removal of what is dis
tinctive, display the tendency, so marked in this book, to turn 
attention away from the cross of Christ and essential things 
of the Bible. So in the hymn, "Thou didst leave Thy throne 
And Thy kingly crown When Thou camest to earth for me"
a beautiful hymn, by the way, sadly marred by this objectionable 
opening, which teaches a wrong, "kenotic" view of the incar
nation-the old book (193) has at the end of the fourth stanza, 
which deals with Calvary, the words: 

o come to my heart, Lord Jesus, 
Thy cross is my only plea; 

whereas the new book (231) simply inserts the same refrain 
as that which appears in other verses: 

o come to my heart, Lord Jesus, 
There is room in my heart for Thee! 

Again the distinctiveness of the line is destroyed; and this time 
it is destroyed in a particularly unfortunate way. Many are the 
places in this new book where mention of the Cross of Christ, 
in its true Christian meaning, is removed. 

Omissions of Stanzas 
This tendency toward removal of passages that set forth the 

death of Christ as a sacrifice to satisfy divine justice and recon
cile us to God, and toward removal of passages presenting other 
basic things of the Faith, particularly references to sin and judg
ment to come, appears with special clearness in the choice of 
stanzas to be omitted from those hymns of the old book which in 
part are retained. 

Thus in "Light of light, enlighten me" (37 in the old book, 
21 in the new), the stanza is characteristically omitted which 
prays that the sinner may be led to fly from every error. In the 
hymn of Heber, "Hosanna to the living Lord!" (55 in the old 
book, 53 in the new) the climax stanza which deals with the last 
judgment is omitted. Without that last stanza, the central em
phasis of the hymn is changed. Similarly, in John Newton's 
hymn, "Now may He who from the dead Brought the Shepherd 
of the sheep" (73 in the old book, Response 41 in the new), 
the last stanza is omitted, which speaks of "that dear Redeem
er's praise, Who the covenant sealed with blood." 

In "All hail the power of Jesus' Name!" (157 in the old 
book, 192 in the new) three stanzas are omitted, including 
(very characteristically) the one which mentions the fall of 
man and the grace of God: 

Ye seed of Israel's chosen race, 
Ye ransomed of the fall, 

Hail Him who saves you by His grace, 
And crown Him Lord of all. 

In "0 could I speak the matchless worth" (159 in the old 
book, 203 in the new), in addition to changes in the first and 
last stanzas, the second stanza is omitted, which speaks of the 
blood of Jesus as a "ransom from the dreadful guilt": 

I'd sing the precious blood He spilt, 
My ransom from the dreadful guilt 

Of sin, and wrath Divine: 
I'd sing His glorious righteousness, 
In which all-perfect, heavenly dress 

My soul shall ever shine. 

That stanza should have been the very last one to be omitted. 
In a Communion hymn by Boratius Bonar (334 in the old 

book, 352 in the new) the last stanza, which is the climax and 
gives point to all the rest, is omitted: 

Mine is the sin, but Thine the righteousness; 
Mine is the guilt, but Thine the cleansing blood ; 

Here is my robe, my refuge, and my peace, 
Thy blood, Thy righteousness, 0 Lord my God. 

In what clear form we find celebrated in that omitted stanza 
the imputed righteousness of Christ and the cleansing by His 
blood-the things that are the very heart and core of the gospel! 

In "Who is on the Lord's side?" (369 in the old book, 272 in 
the new), one of the two stanzas chosen for omission begins 
thus: 

J esus, Thou hast bought us, 
Not with gold or gem, 

But with Thine own life-blood, 
For Thy diadem. 

That is the only stanza in this fine hymn that deals with the 
blood of Christ. A hymnal deeply Christian in its tendency 
would have omitted any other stanza sooner than that. 

In the hymn of Frederick W. Faber, "Was there ever kindest 
shepherd" (435 in the old book, 93 in the new), which begins, 
in the new book, perhaps better, with "There's a wideness in 
God's mercy," those halves of the old stanzas 2 and 4 are omitted 
which mention the blood of Christ, so that the hymn as it now 
appears contains no clear l'eference to Christ at all! 

In "Come, Thou Fount of every blessing" (589 in the old 
book, 235 in the new), the stanzas beginning "Here I raise my 
Ebenezer" and "Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it" are omitted. 
Surely that hymn, at least, might have been spared mutilation. 

A particularly clear example of the removal of the gospel 
which has been brought about by omissions in this book is found 
in the treatment of the beautiful children's hymn, "Around the 
throne of God in heaven Thousands of children stand" (702 in 
the old book, 450 in the new). The third stanza of that hymn 
asks the question about those children whose "sins are all for
given" (we are here omitting the refrain: "Singing, Glory be 
to God on high," which occurs after each stanza) : 

What brought them to that world above, 
That heaven so bright and fair, 

Where all is peace, and joy, and love; 
How came those children there? 

Then the next stanza in the old book gives the answer to that 
question as follows: 

Because the Saviour shed His blood 
To wash away their sin; 

Bathed in that pure and precious flood, 
Behold them white and clean. 

That stanza is omitted in the new Hymnal; and the answer 
to the question appears merely in what is said in the last stanza, 
which now comes immediately after the question: 

On earth they sought the Saviour's grace, 
On earth they loved His Name; 

So now they see His blessM face, 
And stand before the Lamb. 

Here, in a very characteristic way, the grounding of salvation 
in the work of Christ is removed, and the true character of 
saving faith is obscured. 

The Added Hymns 
When we come now to the (approximately) 214 hymns which 

have been added in the new Hymnal to those which appeared 
in the old book, it should be said in commendation that among 
these hymns are included a series of Psalms from the Scottish 
Psalter of 1650 and from certain other sources, which, if they 
were not balanced by other things, would constitute a valuable 
enrichment of the devotional life of the Church. We may men
tion also by way of commendation, for example, the inclusion 
of a beautiful Christmas hymn by Martin Luther (126), and 
also-to take a more modern example-the hymn "I am trusting 
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Thee, Lord Jesus, Trusting only Thee" (287), which has come 
to be very familiar and very dear to many Christian people. 

There are, moreover, among the added hymns a few that do, 
in some specific fashion, touch upon the heart of the gospel 
in the Cross of Christ. As examples may be mentioned the 
hymn of Horatius Bonar, "Glory be to God the Father" (60), 
which contains the stanza : 

Glory be to Him who loved u , 
Washed us from each spot and ·tain, 

Glory be to Him who bought u s. 
Made us king with Him to reign ! 

Glory, glory, glory, glory, 
To the Lamb that once wa. slain ! 

and the hymn by the same author, "Blessing and honor and 
glory and power" (196), and "Behold the Lamb of God!" (153) 
by Matthew Bridges, and a good Communion hymn (360, by John 
Morison as in "Scottish Paraphrases"). Others might be men
tioned, too; and we do not mean to convey the impression that 
there is nothing at all that is good in the hymns included in 
this book. 

But these are very distinctly exceptions; and in general it 
may be said that the added hymns contain little specific refer
ence to the atoning blood of Christ-certainly that they contain 
little in comparison with the wealth that was found in the 
hymns, and stanzas of hymns, that have been removed. 

What characterizes the new hymns above anything else is 
their deadly vagueness. Such vagueness cannot, of course, be 
exhibited in any review; it can be appreciated only when a 
man reads the new hymns through for himself. This vagueness 
is altogether attractive to the non-doctrinal Modernism that now 
dominates the visible Church; but to the Christian heart it is 
almost as depressing' as definitely and clearly un scriptural teach
ing would be. Let it be clearly understood, therefore, that what 
we shall now say in criticism of individual hymns is only sup
plementary to the central indictment that they ignore the great 
central verities of the Faith and particularly the heart and 
core of the Bible which is found in the shed blood of Christ 
our Sacrifice. 

How, for example, can a Christian congregation sing the 
hymn by Ozora Stearns Davis (179), the third stanza of which 
reads: 

The common hopes that make ns men 
Were His in Galilee; 

'l'he tasks He gives are those He gave 
Beside the r estless sea. 

It is difficult to see what room there is here for the central 
redeeming pJlrpose that caused our blessed Lord to assume our 
nature and die in our stead on the Cross. 

How can a believer in the unique authority of the written 
Word of God sing the hymn, "One holy Church of God appears" 
(335), by Samuel Longfellow, which in its third stanza says, 
regarding the "living Church": 

The truth is her prophetic gift, 
The soul her sacred page; 

And feet on mercy's errands swift 
Do make her pilgrimage. 

In fairness, however, it ought to be said that the new book 
contains fewer hymns by this Unitarian writer than the old 
book did, and that it is to be commended especially for the 
omission of the hymn "Beneath the shadow of the cross" (542 
in the old book), which is far indeed from celebrating the Cross 
of Christ in the Christian sense. 

What believer in the new birth, however, and in the sonship 
which comes to man only through that supernatural act of the 
Holy Ghost can possibly sing the hymn, " In Christ there is 'no 
East or West" (341 in the new book), which ends with the words 

. All Christly souls are one in Him 
'l' hroughout the whole wide earth 

without any indication whatever that men dead ill trespasses 
and sins can become "Christ ly" on ly when they are made alive 
by God's grace? 

The true end of Church-union propaganda is rather clearly 
indicated in the hymn (344) by the New England Quaker writer, 
John Greenleaf Whittier, which begins with the stanza: 

Forgive, 0 Lord, our severing ways, 
The rival altars that we raise, 
The wrangling tongues that mal' 'l'hy praise, 

and in which the hope is expressed that there may be "one 
Church for all humanity." What kind of Church will that one 
Church be? No one who knows Whittier's hymn, I think, can 
possibly doubt but that it will be the same kind of church as 
that which was spoken of in my hearing (if I may quote his 
words roughly as I remember them) by the Unitarian presiding 
officer at a recent meeting of the American Academy of Political 
and Social Science in Philadelphia. "Rabbi Fineshriber and I," 
said he, speaking of the leading "Liberal" rabbi of the city, 
who was one of the speakers, "are in the same church." 

Some of the worst of the new hymns appear under the general 
heading, "The Kingdom of God on Earth" (363-426). Thus in 
"0 Lord of life, Thy Kingdom. is at hand" (370), by Marion 
Franklin Ham, a Unitarian minister, it appears in the course 
of the hymn that the Kingdom will be here when "man shall 
rule the world with equity"! Even worse, if anything, from the 
Christian point of view, is the hymn, "Once to every man and 
nation" (373) by another writer of Unitarian background, 
James Russell Lowell, where, in a way that can hardly be r e
garded as anything other than blasphemous, the poet speaks of 
"Some great cause, God's new Messiah," and says of himself: 

By the light of burning martyrs, 
Jesus' bleeding feet I track, 

'l'oiling up new Calvaries ever 
With the cross that turns not back. 

But it is reserved to a Presbyterian minister, Dr. William 
P. Merrill, a signer of the Modernist "Auburn Affirmation," to 
contribute to this book the hymn which perhaps more definitely 
and clearly than any other indicates .the trend of the Church. 
It is the hymn, "Not alone for mighty empire" (416) I where 
the closing stanza reads: 

God of justice, save the people 
From the clash of race and creed, 

];~rom the strife of cIa 's and faction: 
:\Iake our nation free indeed. 

K eep her faith in s imple manhood 
~trong as when her life began, 

'l'ill it find its full fruition 
In the brotherhood of man. 

The inclusion of that stanza in a hymnal of the Presbyterian 
Church in the U. S. A. certainly raises with particular clearness 
the issue between Christianity and Modernism. If it be true 
that "faith in simple manhood" will find "its full fruition in 
the brotherhood of man," then the Bible is false from beginning 
to end: all its solemn warnings, all its rebukes to human pride, 
all its promises of the sovereign grace of God are but idle 
words; and we have been utterly mistaken in our reliance for 
salvation simply and solely upon the atoning blood of Christ. 

Which shall it be-"faith in simple manhood" or faith in 
Christ crucified? Shall we regard the Cross of Christ merely 
as an example for us to imitate, a cross upon which we our
selves can die, or shall we regard it as a Sacrifice which alone 
can satisfy divine justice and reconcile us to God? Shall we 
say, with Dr. Merrill, in another of the added hymns (401): 

Lift high the cross of Christ! 
'l'read where His feet have trod, 

or shall we say with the writer uf onp' of the r ej ected hymns: 
I lay my sins on J esus, 

The spot Ie 's Lamb of God; 
He bears them all, and free' us 

From the accursed load: 
I bring my guilt to J estl s . 

'1.'0 wash my crimson stains 
" ' hite in His blood most precious, 

Till not a spot remains. 
The time has come, in the Presbyteri~\l1 Church and in other 
churches, when we must choose. 
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Have the Organizers of the Independent Board Vio
lated the Law?-Continued 
purposes, or for the purpose of instruction in religion and devel
opment in Chri stian nurture." It provides, among other things, 
that such bodies, if formed in a particular church, shall be 
responsible to the session, and if formed to function in terri
tories covered by a presbytery or a synod or by General Assem
bly, shall be responsible to those judicatories, respectively. This 
chapter refers to organizations purporting to have standing be
cause of t heir relation to church judicatories. Certainly it does 
not contemplate an association such as the Independent Board, 
which so far from claiming official standing in the Presbyterian 
Church in the U. S. A. disclaims any l'elation to General 
Assembly. 

One looks in vain for any provision in our Constitution for
bidding the action taken by the organizers of the Independent 
Board, or requiring officers and members of the Church to sup
port the Boards and Agencies established by General Assembly. 
The Confession of Faith declares that "God alone is Lord of 
the conscience and hath left it free from the doctrines and com
mandments of men which are in anything contrary to His 
Word, or beside it, in matters of faith or worship" (Chapter 
XX, Section II). If the Constitution contained such restrictions 
it would be contrary to principles of Christian liberty and free
dom of conscience set forth in the Holy Scriptures. Let it not 
be forgotten that the organizers and supporters of the Inde
pendent Board, while they are outnumbered in the Church, are 
in agreement with, and loyal to, the Standards which rest upon 
the Word of God. 

If the organization of the Independent Board does not violate 
any provision of the s ubordinate Standards, can it be said to be 
contrary to the Word of God? An "offen e" is defined in Chap
ter I, Section 3, of the Book of Discipline as "anything, in the 
doctrine, principles, or practice of a Church member, officers, 
or judicatory which is contrary to the Word of God; or which, 
if it be not in its own nature sinful, may tempt others to sin, 
or mar their spiritual edification." It is obvious to anyone 
familiar with the doctrinal basis of the Church and with the 
evidence presented to the last General Assembly (but not con
sidered by that body) t hat the present Board of Foreign Mis
sions is not loyal to the Standards of the Church. I s it then 
contrary to the Word of God to take a definite stand againi>t 
Modernism in the Church and to establish an independent 
agency which undertakes to maintain and encourage the propa
gation of the gospel of salvation only through faith in the 
atoning substitutionary death of the Lord J esus Christ-the 
New Testament gospel which is so gloriously summarized in 
t he Confession of Faith? It should also be borne in mind that 
that Confession was sincer ely received and adopted "as con
taining the system of doctrine taught in the Holy Scriptures" not 
only by t hose ministers and office bearers in the Church who 
are loyal to God and to His Christ, but also by those who either 
tolerate or encourage disloyalty to this supernatural gospel. 
If it be treason to take a stand against the official Board, it 
is treason to men and loyalty to the Lord Jesus Christ, and the 
Modernist-Indifferentist bureaucracy may make the most of it. 

The issue of the Presbyterian Bcmnm', dated December 7, 
1933, carries a leading editorial entitled "What Moderator 
McDowell Meant." The writer explains that the tatament-of 
Dr. McDowell, from which I ha-ve--quutel1, 'e ers to the organ
izers 0 tb,,-Indopeudent-""Board. Among other things the editor 
says, "It is held that these brethren are starting an outlaw 
organization in opposition to our General Assembly, and, there
fore, are violating their ordination obligations to render loyalty 
to our polity and to study and promote t he unity and peace of 
the Church." We presume these words refer to the ordination 
vows taken by those of the organizers of the Independent Board 
who are ministers and office-bearers in the Presbyterian Church 
in the U. S. A. The vows of bishops or pastors are found in 

Chapter XV, Section XII, and those of ruling elders in Chapter 
XIII, Section IV, of the Form of Government. The former 
promise, among other things, "to be zealous and faithful in 
maintaining the truths of the gospel, and the purity and peace 
of the Church; whatever persecution or opposition may arise 
unto [them] on that account." Ruling elders, like pastors, at 
ordination state that they "believe the Scriptures of the Old 
and New Testament to be the Word of God, the only infallible 
rule of faith and practice," and t hat they "sincerely receive and 
adopt the Confession of Faith of this Church, as containing 
the system of doctrine taught in the Holy Scriptures." Ru ling 
elder s are also required to promise "to study the peace, unity 
and purity of the Church." 

It is significant that the editorial in the P?'esbytm'i(tn Banne1' 
makes no reference to the doct?-inal aspect of the vows: faith
fulness in maintaining " the truths of the gospel," and the 
"purity" as well as the peace of the Church. It is obvious that 
these vows do not oblig ministers and elders to maintain peace 
at the p1'ice of purity. The very reverse is true. No Church can 
have peace in the true Biblical sense of the term unless it is 
also pure, unless it is loyal to the God whose peace "which 
passeth all understanding, shall keep [our] hearts and minds 
through Christ J esus." Finally, it is to be noted that the min
i ter's vow requires him to maintain the truth of the gospel 
and the purity of the Church "whatever persecution or opposi
tion may arise ,', " ,', on t hat accoUllt." If the peace referred 
to in the vow were a mere absence of controversy, those words 
would mean nothing. No minister of Christ suffers persecution 
because he avoids controversy and insists on peace at any price. 
He suffers persecution because he preaches the offense of the 
Cross and because he would rather die defending the purity of 
the Church than live in outward peace in a Church which had 
ceased to testify to the "truths of the gospel." 

May Church Judicatories Legislate Against 
the New Board? 

Someone may say, "Although it is true that the law of the 
Church does not now prohibit the organization of the Inde
pendent Board, may not the General Assembly or other judica
tories pass laws penalizing those who have organized the Board 
or those who support it?" The answer happily is clear. The 
opening chapter of the Form of Government (Section VII) 
declares, 

"That all church power, whether exercised by the body in 
general, or in the way of representation by delegated author
ity, is only ministerial and declarative; that is to say, that 
the Holy Scriptures are the only rule of faith and manners; 
that no church judicatory ought to pretend to make laws, to 
bind the conscience in virtue of their own authority; and that 
a ll their decisions should be founded upon the revealed wi ll 
of God. Now, though it will easily be admitted, that all 
synods and councils may err, through the frai lty inseparable 
from humanity; yet there is much greater danger from th,e 
usurped claim of making laws, than from the right of judging 
upon laws already made, and common to all who profess the 
gospel ; a lthough this right, as necessity requires in the pres
ent state, be lodged with fallible men." 
H ere- w.e find carried into the government of the Church the 

priceless Presbyterian heritage of Liberty of Conscience which 
is set forth in Chapter XX of the Confession of Faith. Church 
judicatories. whose power is only "ministerial and declarative" 
obviously have no authority to legislate. "No church judicatory 
ought to pretend to make laws to bind the conscience in virtne 
of thei?' own antho1·ity." (Itali cs are ours.) Their power is 
restricted to " judging upon laws already made" since "there is 
much greater danger from the usurped claim of makiJlg laws." 
The purpose of having a Constitution is to provide a restraint 
upon majorities. Certainly no one will seriously contend that 
whatever a temporary majority decrees is constitutional. If 
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majorities were always right, there would be no need for the 
check afforded by a Constitution. 

What Is the Law of the Church Regarding Compulsory 
Support of Official Boards and Agencies? 

This question is in some degree related to the right of Church 
judicatories to legislate against the Independent Board for 
Presbyterian Foreign Missions. There is no doubt, in view of 
the Constitutional provisions just referred to, that church courts 
have no authority to pass laws requiring support of the official 
Boards and Agencies. Does the Constitution itself impose such 
obligation on members, officers and Churches? 

In Chapter VI, Section III, of the Directory for W orshi p, 
regarding the disposition of Church offerings, we read, 

"The offerings received may be apportioned among the 
Boards of the Church and among other benevolent and Chris
tian objects, under the supervision of the Church session, in 
such proportion and on such general plan as may from time 
to time be determined; but the specific designation by the 
giver of any offering to any cause or causes shall always be 
respected and the will of the donor carefully carried out." 
At least three propositions are implied in this provision: (1) 

Offerings may, but C£7'e not requi7'ed to be, apportioned among 
the Boards of the Church; (2) Offerings may be used for other 
benevolent and Christian objects; (3) The designation of con
tributions 77W st be respected. 

Section IV of the same chapter of the Directory for Worship 
provides, 

"The offerings of the Sabbath school and of the various 
societies or agencies of the church shall be reported regu
larly to the session of the church for approval, and no offer
ings or collections shall be made by them for objects other 
than those connected with the Presbyterian Church in the 
U. S. A., without the approval of the session." 
Obviously such a provision is a proper one, because presump

tively the objects connected with the Church are worthy of 
support, and societies or Sunday Schools in particular churches 
should not be allowed to take offerings for purposes not ap
proved by the session. However, this section does not requi7'e 
support of the agencies of the Church. It expressly recognizes 
the power of the session to approve gifts for other objects. 
Let no one confuse the issue. The question is not whether 
members of the Presbyterian Church in the U. S. A. ought 
prima facie to support its Boards and Agencies. The question 
is whether members may decide what objects deserve their con
tributions. Conservatives would be only too happy to support 
the work of the Church if their consciences could approve such 
action. 

The propositions implied in the foregoing provisions of the 
Directory for Worship, of course, are consistent with the prill
ciples of Christian liberty and freedom of conscience to which 
I have already referred. Our Church standards recognize that 
a Christian in the matter of his service and giving is responsible 
only to God, who delights in the willing obedience and the cheer
ful gifts of His children. 

While the organization of the Independent Board can be jus
tified squarely upon the basis of the Constitution and the Holy 
Scriptures, it is instructive and inspiring to read certain pro
nouncements of General Assembly. Although these declarations 
have no legal force, as we have seen, they are significant as 
interpretations placed upon the Standards by Assemblies in 
years when Modernists and Indifferentists had not come into 
power and no one would have seriously contended that loyalty 
to the Standards must be identified with loyalty to a current 
majority in the councils of the Church. 

In 1869, at the time of the reunion of the New School and 
Old School branches of the Presbyterian Church in the U. S. A., 
the Old School possessed a Board of Foreign Missions. The 

New School had been using as its agency the American Board 
of Commissioners for Foreign Missions. Before merging, the 
two assemblies adopted concurrent resolutions. These were not 
adopted as covenants since the basis of the reunion was simply 
the StCtnda7·ds. Nevertheless the resolutions possess a tremen
dous moral force and indicate the view taken regarding free
dom in Christian service. Resolution 6 reads as follows: "There 
should be one set of committees or Boards for Home and For
eign Missions, and the other religious enterprises of the Church; 
which the Churches should be encouraged to sustain, though 
f7' ee to cast their contributions into othm' channels if they desire 
to do so." (Digest, 1930, Vol. II, p. 38.) (Italics are ours.) 

It will be observed that this freedom was not merely some
thing the Assemblies thought advisable ~tntil a unified Board 
should be set up, but that it was specifically contemplated that 
this liberty was to continue after the establishment of the uni
fied Board. 

A significant passage also occurs in the report of the Joint 
Committee on Foreign Missions, appointed by the Assemblies 
of 1869, reporting to the United Assembly of 1870, which report 
was adopted by the Assembly and is found on pages 44-46 of 
the Minutes of 1870. After expressing the hope that mission
aries of the American Board would serve under the Presby
terian Board, the Report continued, "Especially is it to be kept 
in mind, that these brethren and sisters are, first of all, mis
sionaries of Christ; that their relations to Him are personal 
and direct; and that, unquestionably, the liberty and responsi
bility are their own, of deciding in what relations to Boards 
and Churches they will spend their consecrated lives. Equally 
free and responsible directly to Christ are all Christian people, 
in deciding through what agencies they will do their share of 
His work of Missions." 

In the Minutes of 1870, page 39, in the Report of the Com
mittee on Conference with the American Board, it is said, "That 
the time has now come when an effort should be made, .as far 
as may be consistent with the fullest liberty of individual con
t7'ibut01's and Chu7'ches, to concentrate the counsels, the energies, 
and the contributions of the whole United Church in the work 
about to be carried on by our Foreign Missionary Board." 
(!tali cs are ours.) 

In 1878 General Assembly declared that it did not have power 
to impose an obligatory assessment even for a thing like mile
age for commissioners to General Assembly. The Assembly 
admitted that "None of our Church courts are clothed with the 
power to assess a tax upon the churches." (Digest, 1930, Vol. I, 
pages 477-479.) 

In view of the provisions I have cited from the Confession, 
the Form of Government and the Directory for Worship, there 
is no doubt that the foregoing pronouncements of General As
semblies are consistent with the Standards of the Church. All 
Christian people are responsible only to God in deciding through 
what agencies they will contribute to the Lord's work. It is a 
principle of liberty taught in the Word of God and guaranteed 
to all members by the Constitution of the Church. 

In conclusion, I submit that the following propositions are 
clear: (1) The law to which Dr. McDowell appeals is found in 
the Standards of the Church: The Holy Scriptures and the 
Constitution; (2) there is nothing in this law forbidding the 
establishment of an Independent Board, which as a faithful 
steward will maintain Missions to which Bible-believing Chris
tians can contribute; (3) church judicatories have no power 
to pass laws "binding the conscience" and penalizing those who 
conduct or support the Independent Board; and, (4) the law of 
the Church expressly permits members to designate their gifts 
for Christian benevolences other than those controlled by Boards 
and Agencies of the Church. 

Those who pass judgment upon the organizers of the Inde
pendent Board must bear in mind that evidence was presented 
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to the Committee on Foreign Missions of the last General As
sembly substantiating the charge that the Board of Foreign 
Missions was not taking a firm stand against Modernism. Gen
eral Assembly was requested to make certain changes in the 
personnel of the Board, and to give it definite instructions 
regarding its policies. The majority of the Committee (one of 
whom was a member of the "Appraisal Commission" which 
produced the anti-doctrinal Laymen's Report "Re-Thinking 
Missions") reported to the Assembly that such action should not 
be taken. The Assembly, without really considering the issue 
on its merits and without adequate debate on the questions 
raised by the minority report of the Committee, rejected the 
proposals of the Conservatives, who had placed their objections 
before the proper judicatory by Overtures from two Presby
teries. The Independent Board was not organized until General 
Assembly had refused to rectify the conditions which made it 
impossible for Evangelicals to continue to support the official 
Board. 

While doubtless many missionaries now serving under the 
Board of Foreign Missions are sound in the faith, unquestion
ably the missionary program of the Church as a whole is shot 
through and crippled by Modernism. Missions which are true to 
the Bible must continue. The Independent Board for Pres
byterian Foreign Missions has been formed to obey the com
mand of our Lord. The Great Commission must be faithfully 
executed. The Lord Jesus Christ said, "And I, if I be lifted up 
from the earth, will draw all men unto me." Let us remember 
that the real issue is not one of loyalty to men or to church 
judicatories, but one of loyalty to the Holy Scriptures which 
declare that if "our gospel be hid, it is hid to them that are 
lost." 

Why I Believe In the Virgin Birth-Continued 
12. Joseph, the espoused husband of Mary, is visited by the 
angel and is told to "fear not to take unto thee Mary, thy wife, 
for that which is conceived in her is of the Holy Ghost. And 
she shall bring forth a son, and thou shalt call his name JESUS: 
for he shall save his people from their sins." The second chap
ter, verses 1-12, gives us the record of the visit of the Magi, 
who, being guided by the star, come to the place where the Son 
of God lay "and fell down and worshipped Him." 

Sometimes the question is asked: "Why did not the Christ 
come in some other way?" One of my Professors in the Sem
inary tried to make it clear to us that Christ could have come 
in some other way. I do not believe that. I believe with all 
my heart that the only possible way in which Christ could 
have come into this world to be the Saviour of all who would 
believe in Him is by the way of the Virgin Birth. Of course, 
there is mystery connected with it, but I should think that it 
would not be considered a reflection upon your mental genius 
if you find that you cannot understand all the details of this 
great mystery. If a man starts out to discredit all mystery and 
all miracles he will find himself soon walled in on every side, 
for there are every day mysteries concerning your own body 
and life that you are unable to explain. Who can really explain 
the biological mystery of mitosis? It will not surprise me if 
some of these wiseacres of our day will suddenly discover that 
they cannot explain the mystery of their own birth and loudly 
deny the fact of it. However, most of us are glad to believe 
that we have here an inspired record from God and rejoice 
to believe in the Virgin Birth because it is explicitly recorded 
in this inspired Record. 

II. I believe in the Virgin Birth of Christ because when I 
examine the Scriptures more closely I find that we were told 
hundreds of years prior to His birth that He was to be born 
of a virgin, in the town of Bethlehem. 

In Genesis 3 :15, after man had fallen into sin, God appears 
and rebukes him for his sin, but He immediately promises that 
"the seed of the woman shall bruise the serpent's head." I am 

not surprised, therefore, that there should be a controversy rag
ing down through the ages and that this conflict should exist 
between the S eed of the woman and the seed of the serpent. 
Yet every step of the way Satan has endeavored to overcome 
the Seed of the woman. Both Adam and Eve understood that 
God had promised them a Saviour. Sin entered into their fam
ily; Abel was murdered, the line of Cain was stained with 
blood, but another son was given unto them and it was down 
through this line of Seth that the seed was to come and that 
line in God's own gracious way even survived the Flood; and, 
after the nations had been scattered, God called Abraham from 
Ur of the Chaldees and promised that "in thee shall all the 
families of the earth be blessed." This promise is renewed to 
Isaac and to Jacob and, when we come to the 49th chapter of 
Genesis and the 10th verse, we read: "The sceptre shall not 
depart from Judah, nor a lawgiver from between his feet, until 
Shiloh come; and unto him shall the gathering of the people 
be." Here, amidst all the nations and tribes upon the earth, 
God is centering the Messianic hope and the promise of the 
Saviour through the tribe of Judah. 

In the 7th chapter of II Samuel, God enters into a covenant 
with David and promises that "trune house and thy kingdom 
shall be established forever before thee: thy throne shall be 
established forever." Although there had been some conditional 
promises made to David, this Messianic promise was absolutely 
unconditional. 

God Gives a Sign 
We come now to a very important verse in Isaiah 7. The 

situation is something like this. Ahaz is king of Judah. He 
has learned of a confederation between the king of Syria and 
the king of Israel and he is worried because of their united 
efforts to make war against rum in Judah. God comes to him 
through the prophet Isaiah and in substance says : I wish to 
strengthen your faith in Me and in My power and, eVEln though 
there shall be two nations come up against you, just believe 
that I am God and that if you will put your trust in Me, no 
harm shall come to you or to the people of Judah. He was then 
asked to choose a sign but this he refused to do and God said: 
Whether or not you choose it, I will give you a sign. And what 
is this sign? It is stated in the 14th verse: "Therefore the 
Lord himself shall give you a sign: Behold a virgin shall con
ceive and bear a son and shall call his name Emmanuel." I 
know that there are those who hold that the virgin here spoken 
of is none other than the prophet's wife; but it is also a fact 
that the word "virgin" here used signifies in every other part 
of the Old Testament "a woman who has not known man." 
Therefore, it could not apply to Isaiah's wife. It is also given 
in the prophetic tense, which expresses future certainties as 
though they were already past or present to the eye. See 
such other passages as Isaiah 9: fi and 53: 3-7. When Isaiah 
here addresses the "house of David," is the sign given so in
significant as the prophet's son? No! A sign or miracle is 
promised to arrest the attention and give hope. The miracle is 
the Virgin-born Son-Emmanuel-God with us. We cannot 
further go into this particular prophecy at this time, but we 
do have the record of the promise given more than seven 
hundred years before Christ was born, that when He did come 
111to this world it would be by way of the Virgin Birth. 

Look at the 9th chapter of Isaiah, and surely no one would 
be foolish enough to say that the 6th verse is a description of 
Isaiah's son, or of any other son but the Son of God Himself: 
"For unto us a child is born, unto us a Son is given: and the 
government shall be upon his shoulder: and his name shall be 
called Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty God, The everlasting 
Father, The Prince of Peace. Of the increase of his govern
ment and peace there shall be no end, upon the throne of David, 
and upon his kingdom, to order it and to establish it with judg
ment and with justice from henceforth even for ever." And 
we are inclined to ask: How can this ever be brought to pass? 
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and the Word answers it for us: "The zeal of the Lord of 
hosts will perform this." 

Here we find the prophecy, as before mentioned, given in the 
prophetic t ense, and now we know that not only shall a child 
be virgin-born but He shall be a Divine Child. Turn now, please, 
to Micah 5 : 2: "But thou, Bethlehem Ephratah, though thou be 
little among the thousands of Judah, yet out of thee shall he 
come iorth unto me that is to be ruler in Israel; whose goings 
forth have been from of old, from everlasting." H er e we have 
the record not only that the child is to be born, but the very 
place of his birth is given. It can be thus clearly seen that God 
wanted the world to know that the Saviour was to come, that he 
would be Davidic in his lineage, that he would be a divine child 
and that they could expect him to be born, not in Nazareth, 
not in Jerusalem, but in Bethlehem. And now we can see more 
clearly than ever the significance of the decree by Cresar Augus
tus for the taxing which brought Joseph and Mary out of the 
city of Nazareth into Judea unto the city of David which was 
called Bethlehem, Luke 2 :4. Matthew 1 :23 gives to us the 
fulfillment of Isaiah 7: 14: "Behold a virgin shall be with child, 
and shall bring forth a son, and they shall call his name 
Emmanuel, which, being interpreted, is, God with us." Matthew 
2: 5 gives the fulfillment of Micah 5 :2. H erod gathered all the 
chief priests and scribes of the people together and demanded 
of them where Christ should be born and they said unto him, 
" In Bethlehem of Judea: for thus it is written by the prophet, 
And thou Bethlehem, in the land of Judea, art not the least 
among the princes of Judah: for out of thee shall come a 
Governor, that shall rule my people Israel." It was a well
known fact that the Messiah was to be virgin-born and that 
he would be born in Bethlehem. It was this fact that caused 
Mary so beautifully to resign herself into God's hands when 
the announcement was made by the angel Gabriel. It was also 
the knowledge of this fact that caused the chief priests and 
scribes, when questioned by Herod, to turn immediately to the 
inspired Word of God which foretold the place where the Mes
siah was to be born. How anyone can look at the inspired 
record of the Virgin Birth of our Lord, which we have already 
examined, and then follow the prophetic utterances concerning 
that birth and see the glorious fulfillment of these utterances 
in the birth of the Lord Jesus Christ in Bethlehem, and then 
ignore the fact or disbelieve the fact, is more than I can under
stand. These facts, for you and for me, are satisfactory and 
we humbly and reverently make our way to the Virgin-born Son 
and, with the wise men of old, bow down and worship Him. 

III. I believe in the Virgin Birth of Christ because when I 
examine the Scriptures more minutely, I discover it to be the 
record of a supernatural birth. 

It is well known to every student of the Word that there are 
two genealogies of our Lord. In Matthew, the first chapter, we 
have the genealogy of Joseph, where it is stated that Joseph 
is the son of Jacob. Luke 3 :23 says that Joseph " .. . was the 
son of Heli." If he was, as stated in Matthew, the son of 
Jacob, how could he also be the son of Heli? This problem is 
easily cleared when we recognize the fact that Luke is giving 
the genealogy of Mary, the mother of Jesus. Heli was the 
father of Mary and therefore the father-in-law of Joseph. Luke 
does not say that Heli begat Joseph, but it does say in Matthew 
that Jacob begat Joseph, the husband of Mary. Now look at 
the record of this supernatural birth as given in Luke 3 :23: 
"And Jesus himself began to be about thirty years of age, being 
(as was supposed) the son of Joseph, which was the son of 
Heli." That little parenthetical statement is of tremendous 
importance. It states, not that J esus was the son of Joseph, but 
"as was supposed," the son of Joseph. Now turn to Matthew 
1:18, which reads: "Now the birth of Jesus Christ was on this 
wise." Immediately, when we read these words "on this wise," 
we are confronted with the fact that here was an unusual birth, 
an extraordinary birth, and the whole context illuminates why 
it was "on this wise." As we said before, Matthew is giving 

the genealogy of Joseph, tracing the lineage right down from 
Abraham to Christ. In the 16th verse it reads: "And Jacob 
begat Joseph, the husband of Mary, of whom was born Jesus, 
who is called the Christ." Please notice that it does not say 
that Jacob begat Joseph and that Joseph begat Jesus, but it does 
say that "Jacob begat Joseph, the husband of Ma1'y, of whom 
was born J esus, who 'is called the Christ." In other words, the 
Holy Spirit is explicitly stating in both the record of Luke and 
in Matthew that man had nothing to do with the birth of Jesus, 
but that here is the promised Seed of the woman finding its 
fulfillment in the Virgin-born Son of Mary, who is called the 
Christ. 

In John 1: 1 and 14 we read: " In the beginning was the 
Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 
And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we 
beheld His glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the 
Father,) full of grace and truth." Marvel of marvels, it is now 
brought out clearly in the Holy Scripture that the Son that 
was born of the Virgin Mary is called the Word of God, who 
throughout all eternity was with God and "was God." This 
Word was made flesh and dwelt among us. Here we have the 
eternal Son of God taking upon Himself a human body and our 
human nature and dwelling among us. If this passage of Scrip
ture is true, and I am convinced that it is, we must admit of a 
tremendous miracle, for "the Word was made flesh and dwelt 
among us." 

Please look now at Isaiah 9 : 6, which reads: "For unto us a 
child is born, unto us a son is given." Even as is brought out 
so clearly in John 3 :16, the Son of God is a gift-"For God 
so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that 
whosoever believeth on Him should not perish, but have ever
lasting life." The child was "born" but the Son was "given." 
As is stated by John, "the Word was with God, and the Word 
was God," and as somewhere in time He was made flesh, then 
it is an obvious fact that His personality could not b~ born. 
What then was born? The angel said unto Mary: "That holy 
thing which shall be born of thee shall be called the Son of 
God." It is here put in the neuter because it was not the Divine 
personality but the body and the human nature that came into 
being through the Virgin Birth. The same truth is brought out 
in Micah 5 :2, the last phrase of which states: "whose goings 
forth have been from of old, from everlasting." The child was 
born in Bethlehem, but the Son was without beginning or end
ing and therefore, was as here stated, "from everlasting." That 
is why Jesus, when confronted by the Pharisees during the days 
of His ministry, said: "Before Abraham was I AM." 

My friends, we are brought face to face with the greatest 
fact of life, the Virgin-born Son of Man and Son of God, and 
the greatest question that comes to each one of us is: "What 
shall I do then with Jesus which is called the Christ?" After 
all that we have said, and so much more could be said, now 
"what think ye of Christ, whose son is H e?" 

I trust that the glad answer of your heart will be, "Thou 
art the Christ, the Son of the living God," and that you will 
rejoice with me that God became incarnate, lived a sinless and 
matchless life and went to Calvary's Cross as the Lamb of 
God without spot and without blemish, to be crucified, and to 
pour out His own precious blood to redeem us from sin . Not 
only could Paul say concerning the bodily resurrection of our 
Lord Jesus Christ: "And if Christ be not raised, your faith is 
vain; ye are yet in your sins," but we can say with equal force, 
that if Jesus Christ is not the eternal Son of God, born of the 
Virgin Mary, we are yet in our sins, without God and without 
hope in the world. The one and only hope of our fallen race is 
that the One Who was crucified on Calvary's Cross was the 
Virgin-born Son of God. The Scriptural record clearly states 
the fact; and the Spirit of God clearly reveals this great fact 
to every person who has been "born again." I believe the record 
of God, which not only sets forth the fact of the Virgin Birth of 
Christ, but also the fact of the inability of the natural man, 
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no matter how highly cultured or moral he may appear to be, 
to understand spiritual things: "But the natural man receiveth 
not the things of the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness 
unto him, neither can he !rnow them, because they are spiritually 
discerned." Let unregenerate human beings deny the fact of 
the Virgin Birth, deny the Deity of Christ, deny His Substitu
tionary Sacrifice, deny His Resurrection from the grave and 
His Coming again, if they will, but I am sure that every "born 
again" person on earth will rejoice in the whole Record of Holy 
Scripture concerning God's own Son. May God cause us all to 
rejoice anew that He has, through His Son, called us from dark
ness into His marvelous light, and may there be many at this 
Advent season who will have it revealed to them by the Holy 
Spirit that the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ was such that 
"though He was rich, yet for your sakes He became poor, that 
ye through His poverty might become rich." 

Dormitantius-Concluded 

on the part of denominational officers and courts is directed al 0 

against the faith missions. Evidence of that fact has been laid 
before these people by the recent action of the Presbytery of 
West Jersey, in criticizing the First Church of Wildwood for 
sending missionary contributions to the Sudan Interior Mission, 
a well-known faith mission. 

May many accept Jesus Christ as personal Saviour and Lord 
and sing that great Christmas anthem with the Apostle Paul, 
"Thanks be unto God for His unspeakable Gift." 

In the history of the church there have been men who saw 
the way in which the wind was blowing in similar times of 
crisis in the past and who took measures to prevent the com
plete eclipse of the church's testimony to the gospel of salvation 
and to restore that testimony to an honored and prominent 
place. Such, for example, were the great reformers of the six
teenth century. Such have been other individuals before and 
since that day. We plead for another such awakening to a f ull 
realization of the meaning of the attack on evangelicalism, just 
now going forward in the name of church organization and 
cooperation. 

Sunday School Lessons for January 
(International Uniform Series) 

Lesson for January 7, 1934 

BIRTH AND INFANCY OF JESUS 

(Lesson T ext-Matthew 1:1 to 2 :23. Also 
study Luke 2:1-7; John 3 :16-21; I saicth 
9:6,7. Golden T ext-Matthew 2 :21.) 

The first six months of the year 1934 
will be devoted to a study of the life of 
Christ, from the birth at Bethlehem to the 
ascension from the Mount of Olives. Of 
course, if one thought of the life of Christ 
as beginning and ending at these places, 
he would, of necessity, miss entirely the 
whole point of the Gospel. For the life of 
our Lord upon earth was the culmination 
of a foresight exercised and a decision 
decreed before the world was. He came "in 
the determinate counsel and foreknowledge 
of God." 

In Bethlehem, then, we see not the be
ginning as God sees it,-but rather the 
beginning of an end or consummation which 
is itself but a prelude to t he final consum
mation when the redeemed are gathered 
about the throne of God, when t he universe 
is freed from the curse. 

Christ came to save. That salvation could 
only be accomplished through an atonement. 
That atonement must be a substitution of 
the innocent for the guilty. That substitu
tion involved death. But in order to die as 
representative man, He had to be born as 
man. Therefore Bethlehem. If this is not 
clear to our view the repetition of the facts, 
-the mother, the angels, the shepherds, the 
heavenly glory, the Magi, the stable, will be 
only an over-familiar and threadbare repe
tition to weary the mind. But when one 
realizes the mission of this child lying in 
the manger,-born to die, born to save--it 
is as though a button had been t ouched to 

throw a whole flood of revealing light upon 
the scene. Then, and only then, may the 
soul exult. 

Lesson for January 14, 1934 

BAPTISM AND TEMPTATION OF JESUS 

(Lesson Text-Matthew 3 :1 to 4:11. A.lso 
study Luke 3 :1-22. Golden Text-Hel>?"ews 
2 :17.) 

"Why did Jesus need to be baptized? Here 
is food for meditation. Was it, perhaps, 
because He wanted to identify Himself 
completely with those He came to save, ex
cept for their sin? One should be very 
careful not to leap to premature conclusions. 
Our blessed Lord needed, of course, no 
cleansing for the soul, either in reality or 
symbol. Further, the baptism of John was, 
as appeared later, different from Christian 
baptism in the name of the Trinity. And 
in one particular there is a complete lack 
of analogy between Jesus' baptism and 
ours. The Spirit descended upon Him as 
a dove. Certain ly this was no regenerative 
coming of the Spirit-for He, of all men 
alone, never needed to be born again. The 
full meaning of the coming of the Spirit to 
Him is lost in the veil hung to mortal eyes 
before the relations of the members of the 
Godhead to each other. This much is cer
tain: that at once our Lord entered upon 
His ministry. This is said with full realiza
tion that His temptation fo llowed immedi
ately after. It was the first act of His 
ministry to be led of the Spirit into the 
wi lderness. 

Why must He be tempted at all? That 
He might be as we are, in all points, yet 
without sin . That is the teaching of the 
Word. To take man's place He must live 

man's life, sin lessly, and thus as man win 
the right to die for man. So far as His 
Deity is concerned, He needed never win 
the right so to die. His determination as 
God to give Himself for man was an act 
of boundless and stupendous condescension. 
But as man, as the God-man, He must come 
to the Cross without stain. Had He yielded 
there could never have been redemption for 
us, but even worse, the holiness of the 
Godhead would have been violated, and the 
whole cosmos have collapsed and dissolved 
into moral chaos. For God, the source and 
ground of a ll goodness, would have abdi
cated His throne. 

Lesson for January 21 , 1934 

JESUS BEGINS HIS MINISTRY 

(Lesson Text - Matthew 4:12-25. Also 
study I saiah 61. Golden Tex t - Matthew 
4 :17.) 

After John (the Baptist) had been im
prisoned by Herod, Jesus prudently left 
J udaea for Galilee. He was not afraid to 
die, but His time was not yet come. He 
yet had work to do. -

First, He proclaimed the Kingdom of 
God. What did He mean? Was He offering 
a temporal KiJlgdom to the J ews then and 
there? If they had accepted Him, then what 
of the plan of t he Cross? It is well to 
remember that in God's plan of redemption 
there have never been any "ifs." To try to 
say what might have happened had the 
Jews accepted Him as King would be only 
a wasting of precious time. He came to 
make atonement and He did what He came 
to do. 

Second, He began to call His disciples. 
He selected them in the most un likely places 
-that is, unlikely as judged by men. We 
would have "expected Him to go to syna
gogues, schools, to the Temple, for His 
inner circle. But no--He passed t he pro
fessional religionists of His day entirely by. 



December, 1933 

From His sermons denouncing them it is 
not hard to find His reason. Organized 
religion was only a dead, hollow shell. This 
was equally true of the unitarian Sadducees 
and the liberal, progressive Pharisees. Our 
Lord in choosing His own went to the 
common people and out of them molded the 
nucleus of a peculiar people. 

The ministry of our Lord, in the third 
place, was exercised, as we are told in Mat
thew 4 : 23, in three ways: He taught, He 
preached, He healed. Perhaps the "preach
ing" is intended by Matthew to show the 
subject of the teaching,-for all the re
corded preaching of our Lord is teaching. 
H e never wasted time on what some people 
call "eloquence." And His teaching was not 
merely of matters too high for ordinary 
comprehension : and His words were ac
compan ied by the miracles that showed His 
love in action. 

Lesson for January 28, 1934 

STANDARDS OF THE KINGDOM 

(Lesson Text - Matthew 5:1-48. I'll 0 

study Luke 6:19-26; John 8:2-11; PscLim 
24 :1-6. Golden Text-Matthew 5 :8.) 

This lesson text is part of what is popu
larly called "the sermon on the mount." It 
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is a record of a discourse of our Lord to 
His disciples, when they had withdrawn 
from the press of the curious crowds. 

The standards set forth in this sermon 
are absolutely impossible to the "natural 
man." They are too impossibly high for 
him. And yet one hears so often solelllil 
dunces who say " I order my life according 
to the sermon on the mount." Only ignor
ance or egotism could make such a claim. 
One person alone - our Lord - has ever 
lived up to that standard, perfectly, and 
Him they crucified. 

But if this is an "impossible" standard 
why set it up? I did not say absolutely im
possible, - but impossible to the "natu?"Ctl 
man." It is not impossible to the redeemed 
man who, born again, lives in the grace of 
God by the power of the Spirit. The forty
eighth verse of the lesson text sets forth 
the ultimate end of our redeemed natures,
that, and also the standard by which all 
right and wrong is to be judged. Perfection 
absolute is not to be expected upon earth, 
only in glory,-but that does not relieve the 
Christian from yearning and longing for it 
with his whole heart, for only as he longs 
to be pure as God is pure, will his heart be 
purified constantly by Divine grace. 

A Significant Book 
THE HISTORY OF THE CHRISTIAN 

CHURCH. LCt7's P. Qualben. Thomas 
Nelson & Sons, N ew Y07·k. 1933. 1JP. 
xxii, 590. $2.50. 

T H OSE of us who are engaged in teach
ing church history are constantly asked 

to recommend a short history of the Chris
tian Church which is reliable, up-to-date and 
interesting. A volume has recently appeared 
which will be of some assistance in answer
ing this perennial question. It is from the 
pen of Professor Lars P. Qualben of St. 
Olaf College in Northfield, Minnesota. 

Within the limits of a book of moderate 
compass Qualben has succeeded in present
ing the history of the church in a way that 
is marked both by clarity and the power 
of holding interest. Further, the book is not 
hampered by unwarranted concessions to the 
modernistic point of view. 

Of course, condensation and selection are 
inevitable in producing such a work and 
there will never be agreement as to just 
where the greatest condensation should take 
place and as to what features shou ld be 
most prominent. In this case, the treatment 
of the Protestant Reformation is probably 
the most satisfactory part of the book. In 

the allotment of space, the middle ages fare 
worst. It would have been particularly ad
vantageous, in connection with the history 
of the early church, to have had a fuller 
treatment of the trinitarian and christo
logical controversies, and the slight atten
tion given to Marcion is perhaps surprising. 
The volume is of comparatively even quality 
throughout. 

One of the unusual features of the book 
is the large amount of attention which is 
given to the history of the church in the 
new world. Although necessarily condensed, 
much valuable information about American 
church history is brought together within 
these pages. The diagrams, which illustrate 
the volume throughout, are particularly 
helpful in tracing American denominational 
history . . Some of those in the earlier part 
of the work seem to be less useful, present
ing a point that is obvious without the 
assistance of the drawillg. 

One of the most valuable features of the 
book is the use which Qualben has made of 
the able church history of Professor Hjal
mar Holmquist of the University of Lund 
in Sweden. Holmquist's work is one of the 
most useful and helpful of recent church 
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histories of moderate length, but it is avail
able only in Swedish and, thanks to Pro
fessor Jens N i6rregaard of Copenhagen, in 
a revised edition in Danish. It is a great 
advance to have some of this material at 
the disposal of the American student who 
is not acquainted with the Scandinavian 
languages. 

One of the virtues of the book results 
from the fact that the author, in presenting 
the early history of ecclesiastical bodies or 
documents, has constantly considered the 
questions which arise in the mind of the 
student about corresponding conditions in 
the church at the present time. Qualben 
often makes most gratifying use of the 
opportunity thus presented, either by a brief 
word in the text or by an appropriate note. 

The need for condensation results occa
sionally in an over-simplification of the sub
ject under discussion, which produces an 
inaccurate impression. Even apart from 
this, there are installces where a wrong 
idea is liable to be given currency. For 
example, the remarks about Calvin's teach
ing on election on page 257 do not accurately 
SUlm11arize the latter's view as presented in 
his Institutes of the Ch7'istian R eligion 
(Book III, chaps. 21-24). I am glad to say, 
however, that such instances aloe few. 

One feature of the book in its present form 
makes it impossible to recommend it whole
heartedly, namely, the inexcusably large 
number of typographical errors by which 
the book is marred. This is probably not 
the place to attempt to catalogue them. In 
several instances the same mistake occurs 
again and agail1. To judge from a remark 
in the preface, the author entrusted the 
proof-reading to other hands. Because of its 
many virtues, it is earnestly to be hoped 
that a second printing of the book will be 
necessary and that before this is undertaken 
the author himself, or some other thor
oughly competent person, will correct the 
multiplied errors of spelling ill which the 
book abounds. 

Although the author is a Lutheran, his 
work is not so unduly overweighted with ' 
matter concerning specifically Lutheran de
velopments as to make it acceptable only to 
members of that communion. The author 
has made an attempt to preserve the bal
ance in the American section as between 
the various denominations. 

I hope that the volume may bring to a 
large circle greater knowledge of the his
tory of the church and, consequently, 
greater interest in maintaining in these crit
ical days the valuable heritage of truth 
which the church is commissioned to pro
claim. 

PAUL WOOLLEY. 
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News of the Church 
Correspondence, General 

New York and New England Synods 
By the Rev. L. Craig Long 

MR. J AMES BENNETT, of New York 
City, is teaching a Teacher's Training 

Class in the Y. M. C. A. of Bridgeport, 
Conn., each Saturday evening. This series 
of meetings is under the auspices of the 
young men's interdenominational prayer 
group. On Thursday and Friday evenings, 
December 7th and 8th, Dr. Robert Glover, of 
the China Inland Mission, spoke in the 
Westminster Presbyterian Church of that 
same city. The "Radio-Vesper" services con
ducted by Rev. L. Craig Long in the Barnum 
Hotel of Bridgeport each Sunday afternoon 
are evidencing conversions each Sunday. 
The guest preacher on Sunday, December 
3rd, was Dr. J. Oliver Buswell, President of 
Wheaton College. Dr. Buswell preached that 
same evening in the Calvin Presbyterian 
Church of New Haven in the closing service 
of the Third Annual Eastern Bible Confer
ence directed by Mr. Long in that city. 
Other speakers included Rev. John McComb, 
of the Forest Park Presbyterian Church of 
Baltimore, and Professor Merrill C. Tenney, 
of Boston, and Rev. George Rhoad, of the 
Sudan Interior Mission. Mr. Oliver W. 
Hurst, a graduate of Wheaton College and 
of National Bible Institute and now a Mid
dler in Eastern Baptist Seminary, a young 
man with a splendid voice and talent to 
direct evangelistic singing, consecrated to 
Jesus Christ, has been secured as an assist
ant to the Minister of the New Haven Calvin 
Church. The Bible Conference held in No
vember in Poughkeepsie was directed by Dr. 
Howard Moody Morgan, son of the inter
nationally known and honoured Bible teach
er, Dr. G. Campbell Morgan. Rev. John A. 
Erickson, Pastor of the First Presbyterian 
Church of Canton, N. Y., preached on Sun
day, October 29th, in the First Church of 
Gouverneur, Rev. Joseph Schofield, Pastor. 
The Spencer Bulletin, published by the 
Spencer Memorial Presbyterian Church of 
Brooklyn, has a beautiful picture on the 
front cover, entitled "Thanksgiving in New 
England." One is almost led to cry out: 
"Vas you dere, Charlie?" for the picture 
shows the father of the house standing in 
solemn prayer at the head of the dinner 
table cover,ed with food and surrounded by 
his family. Thanksgiving in New England 
this year was no more like the pictures 
which we have all seen of old New England 
and no more like the days that we have read 
about as having taken place in old New 
England than is a corpse like a living man. 
In fact, the same contrast holds true. Noth
ing is so cold and devastating as the uni
tarianism which has supplanted the old 
time evangelistic t eachings which alone a re 

able to lead a father to engage in prayer 
and honour the Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. If more of the Presbyterians now 
residing in New England realized the true 
power of the Gospel of Jesus Christ they 
would preach it. If more Presbyterians re
siding outside of New England would enter 
New England and search for an evangelical 
Church, they would do more praying for 
evangelistic national Mission work in New 
England, for he would scarcely find many 
Churches preaching trinitarian calvinistic 
Christianity. However, it is nice to know 
how New England once looked in the days 
of the pilgrims. God help America if every 
State becomes as devoid of evangelical tes
timony as is New England. Considering the 
number of young people who are regularly 
sent to New England for their education 
and who then take up their residence in 
all parts of the United States, we have 
reason to believe that all states will become 
more unitarian unless more evangelistic 
work is attempted in New England. Con
tinue praying for New England. 
NEW HAVEN, CONN. 

Eastern Pennsylvania Letter 
By the R ev. John B. Thwing, Th.D. 

THE Rev. John W. Fulton, a nephew of 
Dr. William P. Fulton, and a student in 

Westminster Seminary, was received as a 
candidate by Philadelphia Presbytery on 
November 6th. At this meeting the Rev. 
James Dougherty resigned from the pastor
ate of the Susquehanna Avenue Church 
because of protracted illness. The Rev. H. 
L. Frame, of Horsham, Pa., has accepted the 
call of the Olivet-Covenant Church, Philadel
phia. 

The Rev. Percy B. Crawford was received 
on certificate from the Baptist Church and 
enrolled as a member of Philadelphia Pres
bytery. The Denver overture was answered 
in the negative. Carl Woll, a member of 
Tenth Church, was ordained there on No
vember 7th. The Revs. W. R. Ward, Donald 
G. Barnhouse, Hilko de Beer, C. F. Ball and 
George Rhoad participated. 

The Rev. William A. Sunday conducted 
three weeks of evangelistic services in the 
Non-Sectarian Tabernacle, Broad and Mas
ter Streets, ending December 3rd', to large 
audiences. "Billy" was 71 on November 26th, 
but has lost neither his punch nor his old
fashioned beliefs. He will conduct cam
paigns in the near future in Cape Girardeau, 
near Kansas City; in Los Angeles, Calif. , 
and in the Calvary Baptist Church, New 
York. Later he plans to go to Alaska as 
its first evangelist. 

PJIlLADELPHIA 

News Letter from 
Western Pennsylvania 

December, 1933 

By the R ev. Harold John Ockenga 

DR. ROBERT E. SPEER spoke in Pitts
burgh on Monday, November 27th, at the 

Foreign Missions Committee of the Presby
tery. The Committee is composed of the 
Rev. W. O. Yates, Dr. Wm. A. McRoberts, 
and Mr. Robert Gibson. The chapel of the 
First Church was filled, representing about 
four hundred people. 

The subject dealt with the "Future of 
Missions." It is hardly a Christian comfort, 
said Dr. Speer, to console ourselves with the 
thought that our Board of Foreign Missions 
has not been compelled to reduce its staff, 
when some other denominations have re
duced almost fifty percent. Our board did 
begin this year with a $347,000 deficit, which 
was carried over because it was assumed 
that the last eight-year declension would be 
arrested. But this has not been done. In
stead, a greater declension by 25 per cent 
has taken place over last year. Add to this a 
drop in the purchasing power of the dollar 
and the Board faces a deficit this spring of 
three quarters of a million dollars. 

Dr. Speer asked, "What do you think ought 
to be done?" Then he answered his ques
tion by telling of foul' things that could be 
done, but of one that must be done. 

First, it is possible to reduce by curtail
ing the overhead in administration and pro
motion. This would be done. Dr. Speer an
nounced that his resignation was in the 
hands of the Board. But if the complete 
overhead were wiped out, the problem would 
not be solved. 

Second, the number of foreign mission
aries can be reduced. Those on furlough can 
be kept home, but they would have to be 
cared for until relocated in some work. By 
this the core and cream would be taken 
out of the missionary enterprise. It would 
take years and years to replace them. The 
work of choosing whom we would retire 
would be brutal, a work of anguish. Who 
could say to them, "Your work is done"? 

Third, we can say to young people, "The 
door is closed." There are many highly 
qualified young people who must be refused. 
Only two out of twelve medical students 
now ready can be sent. This is the propor
tion in other fields. The church presented" 
them with the call; doesn't it now intend to 
send them? The price we will pay for this 
will be a chill on the way all future pleas 
are received. It will be a tragedy for youth 
and will grieve our Lord. 

Fourth, we can discontinue projects, sta
tions, or missions. But who shall make that 
decision? It is heart-breaking. Every field 
is exceedingly needy. 

Fifth, and the thing which we should do 
and which is Christian, we can return to the 
scale of giving of 1931. Then there would be 
no need of sacrifice to the missionary work. 
It can be done. Dr. Speer mentioned a grea t 
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New York church which gave just $5.95 to 
missions this year. He mentioned the amount 
we spend on other unnecessary items and 
challenged us to respond to the missionary 
call. 

Then the Laymen's Report on Missions 
was mentioned. Its criticism that the mis
sionary enterprise is drawing to its close is 
based on two views: first, that the old 
motives had died; second, that the need is 
gone. Those who hold the latter view simply 
do not know the missionary field, which has 
vast untouched areas. The former view is 
refuted by the work and teaching of Paul. 
As against the Laymen's Report, Dr. Speer 
claimed that the church holds to the central 
rich truth of Christianity as to who Christ 
is, that its work is founded on the blood of 
its Saviour, and that the missionary enter
prise is going on. 

A conference on Christian Education in 
the Local Church was held in the Second 
Presbyterian Church, Pittsburgh, November 
16th and 17th. The leaders were Florence E. 
Norton, Frank D. Getty, and William Ralph 
Hall. 
PITTSBURGH 

Ohio Letter 

By the Rev. Gerard H. Snell 

Cincinnati Presbytery 

DECEMBER 17th marked the close of a 
special Spiritual Emphasis program in 

the Cincinnati Presbytery. Increased Sun
day attendance, the gaining of many former 
members of churches whose interest had de
clined, and other benefits were reported from 
many sources. The program was initiated 
on October 29th with a general exchange of 
pulpits. The visiting minister met with the 
host session for a period of prayer and con
ference. From November 5th to the closing 
Sunday a week of Sundays was observed. 
During that period people were asked to do 
but one special thing, namely, to attend the 
worship services of the ChUl·ch. A reconse
cration service was held December 17th, and 
in many churches pledges of a renewal of 
vows were signed. 

Professor R. Worth Frank, of the Semi
nary of Chicago, brought to Presbyterian 
ministers two lectures on "A Philosophy of 
Religion," Monday, November 6th. The dis
cussion dealt largely with modern develop
ments on the question of freedom and de
terminism. 

Westminster Church, the Rev. H. C. Rog
ers, minister, celebrated its fiftieth anni
versary with appropriate services during the 
weeki of November 5th-11th. 

Moderator McDowell addressed Presbyte
rians of Cincinnati at the annual Modera
tor's Dinner sponsored by the Presbyterian 
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Laymen's organization, Friday, December 
8th. 

It was discovered in a recent investiga
tion that while Presbytery should have the 
same number of ministers and elders the 
ratio is usually three to one. Eleven 
churches are named as having high ratings 
in respect to their elders' attendance, during 
the past five years. A real effort is being 
made to bring the layman more into the 
councils of his church. 

North Church is doubling its evening at
tendance through the introduction of a Sun
day evening song service featured by the 
gathering of the men's class in the center 
of the church. The men choose the hymns. 

Covenant-First Church, the Rev. Frank 
R. Elder, minister, the new organization re
sulting from the merger of Covenant and 
First Churches last October, is settling down 
to its active program after the stir of the 
union process. The union was cordial and 
felicitous, and the resulting church in all 
its departments is the stronger for it. Cove
nant-First with its sister church, West Cin
cinnati, are now carrying on Presbyterian
ism's program of evangelism and social 
service in the congested and problem-filled 
area of down-town Cincinnati. 

Dayton Presbytery 

Moderator McDowell was the guest of 
Presbytery on Monday, December 4th. 

Hamilton Church has borrowed the plan of 
a "Week of Sundays" from Cincinnati Pres
bytery, calling it a "Feast of Weeks" and 
has asked that members promise to study 
the Great Prophets, and to attend at least 
one service on Sunday or Wednesday during 
the seven-week period. 

Cleveland Presbytery 

At the meeting of the Cleveland Min
isterial Association Monday, December 11th, 
the main speaker was Superintendent of 
Schools Charles H. Lake, whose subject was 
"Problems Confronting the Public Schools." 

The January meeting will be held with 
the Jewish Rabbis of the city. The principal 
address will be delivered by Dr. Julius 
Morgenstern, President of the Hebrew 
Union Seminary, Cincinnati, on the subject, 
"The Rise of Judaism." After a fellowship 
luncheon Rabbi Albert Bettan, of the faculty 
of the Seminary, will speak on "The Rise of 
the Sermon" and Rabbi Barnett R. Brickner, 
Euclid Avenue Temple, will discuss "The 
Present State of Judaism." 

Minnesota and Wisconsin Letter 

By the R ev. H. War1·en Allen 

DR. H. A. LICHTW ARDT, missionary 
from Meshed, Persia, has been filling 

speaking engagements in various parts of 
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Minnesota and Wisconsin. He is a dynamic 
speaker, with a special appeal to young peo· 
pIe. He is a medical missionary. The Loy
alty Crusade is going over big in Minnesota. 
Transformations of all kinds have been reo 
ported in various churches throughout the 
State 

The Rev. Alvin O. Carlson, of First Pres· 
byterian Church, Superior, was re-elected 
president of the Alumni of the Northwestern 
Bible School. The Rey. H. Warren Allen, of 
First Presbyterian Church, Minneapolis, 
gave the address at the annual banquet. The 
Churches of Coleraine and Bovey, Minn., 
have extended a call to the Rev. Leonard 
Whittles, of Ashby, Maine. Dr. Arthur 
Odell, of the Beverly Hills Presbyterian 
Church, of Beverly Hills, Los Angeles, has 
accepted the call of the House of Hope Pres
byterian Church of St. Paul. The late Dr. 
Sweringen was pastor. Dr. Odell is a gradu
ate of Union Theological Seminary. 

The Glenn Avon Church of Duluth cele
brated its fortieth anniversary on October 
26th. Rev. O. M. Jones is pastor. Dr. Ache
son, president of McAlister College, gave 
the opening address of the Wisconsin Synod 
at Hudson, Wisconsin. 

The Presbytery of Minneapolis, at its 
regular meeting on November 27th, passed 
the following resolution to be sent to every 
pastor of the Presbytery and sessions of 
the various churches. 

Whereas: It has become evident· from 
most reliable sources, including our own 
Church paper, The Presbyterian, that a 
series of public meetings in many American 
cities has been arranged for the presenta
tion of the Laymen's Foreign Missions Re
port by certain members of the Appraisal 
Committee; and 

Whereas: The General Assembly of the 
Presbyterian Church, U. S. A., 1933, and 
the Board of Foreign Missions of the same 
have examined this report and have dis
claimed all recognition or support of it as 
valid Christian Missionary polity, and as 
out of harmony with the Foreign Missionary 
polity of the Presbyterian Church, U. S. A., 

Therefore, be it resolved for the sake of 
loyalty to our Gospel and the constituted 
agencies of our Church, the Presbytery of 
Minneapolis hereby expresses unqualified 
disapproval of such meetings, and that a 
copy of this resolution be sent to every min
ister or session of Minneapolis Presbytery. 

Some fireworks are evidently due for the 
modernists of the Presbytery have called a 
pro re nata meeting to discuss this resolu
tion and to consider the resolution of New 
Brunswick Presbytery regarding the requir
ing of candidates for the ministry pledging 
support to our Boards and, thirdly, to for
bid special giving to outside agencies. 
MINNEAPOLIS, MINN. 
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Denver and Vicinity 
By the Rev. H. Clare Welker 

DURING October a committee of seven 
ministers accompanied by Miss Marie 

Wright, acting director of Christian Educa
tion for Denver Presbytery, conducted a 
series of three "institutes" in various parts 
of the presbytery. The purpose of these in
stitutes was to stimulate the interest of all 
the churches of presbytery in the whole 
work of the denomination and to enlist their 
most active support. At each of the points 
visited a round table conference was con
ducted in the afternoon followed by an in
spirational meeting in the evening. Prac
tically all the rural churches where work is 
now being carried on were represented in 
some one of the institutes. Those assisting 
with the work were the Rev. George R. 
Edmundson, D.D., chairman of the commit
tee on National Missions; the Rev. E. J. 
Hendrix, Foreign Missions; the Rev. G. 
Henry Green, Christian Education and the 
writer, Evangelism. The effol·t was very 
ably directed by the Rev. Garret S. Ta
minga, chairman of Presbytery's Committee 
on Program and Field Activities, assisted 
by the Rev. Thomas Murray, D.D., president 
of the Church Extension Board; the Rev. 
J. S. Dapp, Sunday School missionary, and 
Miss Marie Wright, acting director of Chris
tian Education. Favorable reports regard
ing the results of these institutes are al
ready being received. 

The First Presbyterian Church of Golden, 
the Rev. Garret S. Taminga, pastor, recently 
completed a very suitable memorial to Miss 
Anna Patterson, who died September 3, 1930, 
and who for over forty years was a member 
of the Golden Church and a vigorous spirit
ual leader in all its activities. The memorial 
is in the form of a complete renovation of 
the interior of the church, the installation 
of a pipe organ, new pews and carpet. 

The Rev. L. M. Witherspoon who for the 
past twelve years has been a missionary 
in Syria under our Foreign Board has been 
called to the pastorate of the Berkley 
Church of Denver, made vacant in April by 
the resignation of the Rev. George R. Ed
mundson, D.D. 

The Rev. J. S. Dapp, Sunday School mis
sionary of Denver Presbytery, is engaged 
in a tour on which he is visiting all the 
churches of the Presbytery and presenting 
a program of motion pictures in the inter
ests of the Board of National Missions. At 
the last report twenty-two churches had 
already been visited. Unfortunately the 
Board recalled one of the films which he has 
been using very effectively and which had 
been widely advertised in the churches yet 
to be visited. 

Under the auspices of the Church Exten
sion Board of Denver Presbytery a circulat
ing library of books especially interesting 
to our ministers, is being built up. Mrs. J . 
Mont Travis donated to this new library 
quite a number of books and book cases 
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from the library of the late Dr. Travis. The 
regular November meeting of the Board was 
held Tuesday, the 8th and was very well 
attended. 
BRIGHTON, COL. 

The Southern Presbyterian Church 
By the R ev. Pr·of. Wm. C. Robinson, Th.D. 

(Harv .) , D.D. 

MISSISSIPPI 

AMOST timely message has just arrived 
in the form of the moderatorial ser

mon preached by the Rev. Dr. A. A. Little, 
distinguished pastor of the First Presbyte
rian Church of Meridian, to the Synod of 
Mississippi on September 12, 1933. Dr. Lit
tle calls upon the Southern Presbyterian 
Church to meet the challenge of unbelief. 
"We must contend or surrender our Faith." 
"The only thing worth while in this world 
is the truth." "The salvation of the world 
depends upon it (the Gospel) ." "The crown 
rights of our Lord and King are involved." 
A revival of religious living must be pre
ceded by a revival of the preaching of the 
Faith. 

A LABAMA 
Presbytery of North Alabama met at the 

Eastside Presbyterian Church of Gadsden, 
October 31st and November 1st. Presbytery 
was opened with a sermon by the retiring 
moderator, Dr. Wm. C. Robinson, on the 
theme, "The Greater Confession" (Mark 14: 
62). The Rev. M. C. MacQueen of the Good
water group was elected moderator. The 
Rev. Mr. Torn Nelson was received from the 
A. R. P. denomination and installed as pas
tor of the host church. Presbytery expressed 
itself as opposed at this time to re-entering 
the Federal Council of Churches. 

Dr. George Lang, Moderator of the Synod, 
is continuing his good custom of visiting 
churches and institutions connected with the 
court of which he is moderator. Columbia 
Theological Seminary was the recipient of 
a delightful visit by Dr. Lang on November 
18th-19th. 

The Rev. Donald H. Stewart who was de
nied admission to West Hanover Presbytery 
because he could not accept the statements 
of the Confession on the Virgin Birth and 
the bodily resurrection of Christ, or the 
statement of his return given in Acts 1:11 
is a member of Birmingham Presbytery. 

GEORGIA 
Evangelistic services were held in the 

Berry Schools near Rome during the week 
of November 12th-18th, by the Rev. Dr. 
Wm. Huck of Atlanta, and President J. McD. 
Richards of Columbia Seminary. There were 
five professions of faith reported in the 
boys' high group to which Dr. Huck was 
preaching, and thirty professions in the col
lege and girls' high group to which Dr. 
Richards ministered. 

Reports from local groups indicate a 
much better interest in Foreign Missions 
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and heavily increased gIVmgs during the 
self-denial week held the last part of N 0-

vember. 

NORTH CAROLINA 

At a regular adjourned meeting of Meck
lenburg Presbytery held in Charlotte, Decem
ber 4th, Presbytery protested to the Board 
of Trustees of Davidson College against 
the utterances of Professor Kenneth Fore
man as published in the Presbyterian of 
the South, February-March, 1933, under the 
caption, "Can the Voice of Yesterday Speak 
to the Needs of To-Day?" and as published 
in the Union Seminary Review, April, 1930, 
under the caption, "The Composition of 
Scripture." Presbytery held that these arti
cles were contrary to the system of doctrine 
held by the Southern Presbyterian Church 
and to the Rev. Dr. Foreman's ordination 
vows. It is reported that every ruling elder 
in the presbytery supported the action and 
all but about six ministers, among which 
opponents of this action the Reverend D. P. 
McGeachey, Jr., gave notice of protest. 

UNIO N SEM INARY REVIEW 
The feature article in the October num

ber of the Union Seminary Review is a 
psychological study of the Oxford Group 
movement by Professor Lewis J. Sherrill, 
Ph.D., of Louisville, Ky. On the whole the 
review is sympathetic. Nevertheless it 
raises many questions both from the psy
chological and the theological side. A fur
ther discussion from this latter angle will 
be found in the April issue of The Evan
gelical Quarterly. It is singular that both 
of these scholarly reviews of the same 
movement have used the t extus receptus 
instead of the critical text as a basis for 
translating James 5 : 16. In the Quarterly, 
the Rev. Mr. Collins simply quotes the King 
James, "Confess your faults one to another." 
Dr. Sherrill quotes the American Revision, 
"Confess your sins," and corrects it to 
"faults" by the word paraptoma. The word 
in the critical text, however, is harmartia. 
The American Revisers have properly ren
dered it "sins." 

Dr. W. T. Riviere of Victoria, Texas, has 
an interesting review of The Book of Com
mon Worship which the General Assembly 
of the Southern Presbyterian Church has 
just authorized. This is the book which ha 
been in use in the U. S. A. Assembly for 
many years. Dr. Riviere commends the invi
tation in the Communion service as "the 
most 'appropriate that I have ever seen or 
heard." Adversely he writes, "a very griev
ous fault with this Book of Common Wor
ship is the absolute lack, in the Baptism 
of Infants, of any confession of the child's 
'need of the Saviour." This lack ought to 
be remedied by overtures in each Assembly. 

SHALL WE REVISE THE CONFESSION? 
A proposal is pending in the Presbytery 

of East Hanover to revise the Westminster 
Confession of Faith in order to remove cer-
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tain alleged "overstatements" and "exag
gerations." If this move is only aimed to 
remove false impressions conveyed to the 
casual reader by certain of the statements 
on election and predestination this end could 
be accomplished by adding the chapter on 
the Love of God and Missions which the 
U. S. A. Church had adopted. But when 
the effort is made to change the historic 
statement of the Biblical Faith one wishes 
to know how far the revision or series of 
revisions is to proceed-to whom is the Con
fession to be made satisfactory? 

In considering this question great signifi
cance attaches to the recent action of a 
very prominent representative of East Han
over Presbytery in sharing in the installa
tion of Mr. D. H. Stewart as student pastor 
after the Presbytery in which the pastorate 
is located had refused to receive him on ac
count of his doctrinal views, and the dec
laration by this representative, Dr. W. L. 
Carson, that "Mr. Stewart is among those 
ministers in the Presbyterian Church who 
advocate a revision of the Westminster Con
fession and modern interpretation of Church 
dogma." 

The statement of the Pastor of the First 
Presbyterian Church of Richmond seems to 
indicate that he would have revisions ex
tended far enough to satisfy Mr. Stewart 
who has refused his assent to such doctrines 
as the Virgin Birth, the bodily resurrection 
and the second coming of Jesus Christ. 

Not less radical revisions will be neces
sary if those who have used their influence 
to prevent Dr. Hay Watson Smith's being 
tried for heresy insist on making the Con
fession satisfactory to Dr. Smith or his ad
visors in Union Seminary, N. Y. The grav
ity of the issue in the Smith case is seen 
in the following excerpt from an official 
letter which Dr. Smith wrote to the Com
mission of his Presbytery, March 21, 1930: 

"In your letter you ask about my views 
of the Deity of Christ. I have never had 
any doubt, nor have I ever expressed any 
about the divinity of Christ .... How
ever, I would probably not interpret divin
ity by some of the old categories. I think 
it is qualitative rather than quantitative. 
My view is pretty well expressed by Dr. 
Baillie in his book, The Place of Jesus 
in Modern Christianity." 

In this book Dr. John Baillie, professor of 
theology in Union Seminary (N. Y.), sets 
forth a purely human (psillanthropist) view 
of Christ in line with Ritschlianism of the 
left. Discriminating scholars recognize that 
the Ritschlian ("liberal") school teaches 
that Christ is (merely) a godlike man, not 
that He is God, so e. g. Paterson, W. P., 
The Rule of Faith, 1932, pp. 381-385; 
Schaedel', Erich, Theozentrische Theologie, 
1925, p. 124; Frank, H. R.-Grutzmacher, 
R. H., Geschichte und K ritik der neueren 
Theologie, 1908, p. 347; Warfield, B. B., 
Christology and Criticism, pp. 386-387; 
Orr, J., The Ritschlian Theology, p. 130. 

Modifications of the Westminster Con-
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fession radical enough to satisfy a modern
ism of the Smith-Stewart type would evis
cerate the Southern Presbyterian Church's 
testimony to historic Christianity. It is no 
time to reform the lines when Modernism 
is upon us. Rather in the place where each 
conservative Christian finds himself: "Be of 
good courage; ' play the man, and Jehovah 
do that which seemeth him good." 
DECATUR, GA. 

The Presbyterian Church in Canada 
By T. G. M. B. 

EACH month in this column reference will 
be made to the strength of the Presby

terian Church in some city, town or county. 
In the western city of Saskatoon the Rev. 
W. G. Brown, partially restored in health, 
is back at work in St. Andrew's basement 
church. There are six hundred members 
and five hundred in the Sunday schools. 
Instead of completing their building, the 
people give at least eighteen hundred dollars 
a year to Missions. Thus the Gospel of 
Christ when preached in its entirety by 
scholarly ministers still finds hearers. 

"Brown of Red Deer" is both a forceful 
preacher and a convincing upholder of Pres
byterianism. In Parkview Church, Saska
toon, Mr. David Gowdy has done good work 
during the last two summers in spite of 
difficulties. The Rev. W. J. Pellow is there 
now on a student's stipend and we expect 
that Parkview will soon be ready to call. 
Any who know about this New Zealander's 
record at Wilkie, Sask., after going there 
from Princeton in 1931, hope for great 
things from him. There is also the Mayfair 
Student Mission in Saskatoon. 

On July 2nd, Zion Church, Jobat, India, 
was dedicated by the Bhil Presbytery, the 
Rev. Gangji Bhai being in charge. "This 
church is unique in the Bhil Mission, being 
the first to be erected with congregational 
funds ($1200), and the first to be self-sus
taining with a native minister." The Rev. 
John Buchanan, M.D., D.D., missionary since 
1888, did not arrive in time for the dedica
tion, but presided at the ordination and 
induction of the Rev. Jigiyo Master as pas
tor and of Dr. Thos. Draper and Nanji Bhai 
as elders. 

Principal Emeritus D. J. Fraser, D.D., 
LL.D., has returned to the Presbyterian Col
lege, Montreal, from Huntingdon, L. I., 
N. Y., to lecture in New Testament and 
Pastoral Theology. Thirty ministers have 
resigned on account of ill health or other 
reasons since March. The Rev. A. R. Uren, 
Ph.D. (Edin.), an avowed Modernist from 
Australia, has volunteered his resignation 
from Rosedale Church, Toronto. The Rev. 
Ross K. Cameron, Knox, 1932, has come to 
Rogers Church, Toronto, after a short but 
fruitful ministry in Streetsville. He is a son 
of the late the Rev. R. F. Cameron of 
Georgetown. Mr. G. M. Jamieson, son of the 
Rev. S. D. Jamieson, has been called to Rich
mond Hill, Ont., and the Rev H. I. Fell, 
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Th.M., from PTinceton, has been inducted at 
River John, N. S. Dr. Geo. E. Ros , ETskine, 
Ottawa, has been called to Fredericton, N. 
B., and the Rev. J. O. Ralston to Parry 
Sound,Ont. 
TORONTO 

Scottish Letter 
By the R ev. P?·of. Donald Maclean, D.D., 
Free Church College, Edinburgh 

THE Baptist Union of Scotland had re
cently the moral courage to bl'ing one 

of the ministers in the Union under disci 
pline. This young minister had decided Uni
tarian leanings which he did not seem in
clined to suppTess even after warnings. 
The Union found themselves therefore 
obliged to remove his name off thei!' list 
of accredited ministers. Heresy cases are 
now so infrequent in Scotland that this par
ticular instance of disciplinary treatment 
may be regarded as indicative of a growing 
seriousness on the part of churches claim
ing to be evangelical. 

About the same time a young minister 
of the Church of Scotland made a bold 
attack on the Old Testament in an address 
which he delivered to a Sunday School 
Union in Glasgow. Some of the Old Testa
ment, he unhesitatingly declared to be "out 
of date," "unintelligible," "morally per
nicious," and "nearly always dangerous for 
the child." As if that were not enough to 
vaunt his borrowed sentiments and . disre
spect for the tTaditional faith of his Church, 
he added that "the conception of God in 
the Old Testament was that of a jealous, 
vindictive, and bloodthirsty tYTant." There 
is nothing new in this scornful outburst of 
a self-conscious iconoclast, but its emphatic 
warning against a relaxed formula, such as 
obtains in his Church, and which would 
render disciplinary measures utteTly futile 
even although the vast body of its constitu
ent members are of an entirely different 
opinion. 

While a hot newspaper controversy was 
raging for and against this iconoclasm a 
most bTilliant address on Law and Religion 
was delivered to the Philosophical Institu
tion, EdinbuTgh, by Lord Macmillan, who 
is regarded as one of the most distinguished 
exponents of law in our time. This eminent 
jurist is the son of a former Free Church 
Moderator of Assembly, the Rev. Dr. Hugh 
Macmillan, Greenock, whose fine religious 
writings are still read. The burden of the 
lecture was to show how biblical laws and 
enactments have been woven into Scots Law, 
and that the laws and ordinances of the 
Pentateuch have still their beaTing in the 
most minute detail on all branches of human 
activity. In showing that the conception 
of law was a conception of a series of divine 
ordinances, he had no difficulty in quoting 
in support, "the words of Moses-'Behold, 
I have taught you statutes and judgments 
even as the Lord my God commanded me.' " 
After pointing out how the Commandments 
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are now part of the criminal law, and how 
all the law that protects our civilization 
is fundamentally biblical, he showed how 
the instinctive love of principle inherent in 
the Scottish race welcomed the certainty 
and coherence of Calvinistic principles. "Al
though," he concluded, "law and religion 
have severed their original conjunction, on 
which I have dwelt with so much insistence 
tonight, we cannot by our arbitrary divi
sions destroy the essential unity of human 
nature. So long as we believe that man is 
spirit as well as matter, so long as we 
believe that peace, order, and good govern
ment concern our souls as well as our bodies 
and our estates, the law will continue to 
possess for us a certain divinity, and certain 
authority derived from higher sources than 
the statute book or the volumes of the law 
reports. Justice can never shed her ma
jestic and God-like attributes no matter to 
what humble details she may condescend 
in the regulation of the affairs of our daily 
lives, for justice is never trivial." 

On the question of the abiding authority 
and value of the Old Testament, nobody 
need have any hesitation in accepting the 
considered judgment of the famous lawyer 
and rejecting the crude statements of the 
obscure theologian. 
EDINBURGH 

Irish Letter 
By S . W. Murray 

A J . RUSSELL, whose books have done 
• much to popularize the Oxford Group 

Movement, paid a brief visit to Belfast, N 0-

vember 11th-14th. On Sunday, November 
12th, he preached to "full houses" in Elm
wood, which is probably the most liberal 
"pulpit" in the Irish Presbyterian Church. 
On the Monday Mr. Russell addressed a large 
gathering in the Assembly Hall, presided 
over by the Moderator, Dr. Wm . Corkey. He 
also spoke at a minister's luncheon and at a 
meeting of students. This visit of Mr. Rus
sell's is to be followed by another in about 
a couple of months of a number of leading 
"Groupers," including the editors of the new 
magazine, "Groups." 

An outburst against the Old Testament 
by the Rev. Hamish C. Mackenzie, M.A., in 
Glasgow on October 18th has had repercus
sions in the local press as in the Press in 
Scotland. Mr. Mackenzie, speaking under 
the auspices of the Glasgow Provincial Sun
day School Union, said inter alia "must we 
fill the mind of t he child with a conception 
of God as a jealous vindictive, blood-thirsty 
tyrant?" 

One hundred years ago, at a special meet
ing of the Synod of Ulster, meeting in 
Dublin, it was decided to establish a Foreign 
Mission. The first missionaries were dedi
cated by the first General Assembly of the 
Irish Presbyterian Church in 1840, the Ulster 
Synod and the Secession Synod uniting in 
that year. 
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Two missionaries of the Irish Presbyterian 
Mission recently passed ~way, the Rev. J . C. 
Blair, M.A. (India) and the Rev. Andrew 
Weir, B.A. (Manchuria). Mr. Blair was a 
delegate to the recent Pan-Presbyterian 
Alliance Council which met in Belfast. 

Bushvale Presbyterian Church (Route 
Presbytery) has made out a call in favour 
of Mr. John G. Leitch, B.A., who is a grand
nephew of the late Rev. Professor Leitch, 
D.D., of Assembly's College. 
BELFAST 

Netherlands Letter 
By the R ev. Prof. F. W. Grosheide, D.D., 

the Free Universit y, Amsterdam 

THE old Dutch Reformed Churches had 
a purely Presbyterian-Synodical organi

zation. This organization remained until the 
French Revolution, at which time the affairs 
of the Church became greatly confused. 
After the Revolution came the Restoration 
of the House of Orange. William the First 
became the first king of the realm of the 
Netherlands. He was considered to be the 
father of the people. So, though according 
to his own will not an absolute but a con
stitutional king, he was really an absolute 
ruler. 

He extended his paternal care also to the 
Church. Indeed something had to be done 
for the church and the church itself had not 
the energy to do it. So it was the king who 
gave a new organization to the church. 
Alas, it was not the old Presbyterian, but 
a "collegiaistical" one. The church did not 
receive its old classical and synodical assem
blies (presbyteries and assemblies) but 
mainly a set of boards, while the old ecclesi
astical assemblies were but partly restored 
and, in every case, received but a shadow 
of their old competency. Generally speak
ing, eyes were not opened to this great mis
take of the king. There was but little oppo
sition, which was soon suppressed. But as 
time passed the fault came to light. At first 
the church had not the power to alter its 
organization. But as soon as it became free 
to do so, the struggle broke out, and one 
can say that the greater part of the nine
teenth century was filled with endeavors to 
give a better organization to the church. 
Several proposals were made to the General 
Synod, but one after another was rejected. 
The Synod could not resolve to renounce its 
own rights. 

Hitherto the proposals to reorganize the 
church government all came from the purely 
reformed element in the Dutch Reformed 
Church. But the topic of the day is that 
now there is a proposal of the middle party, 
the "ethicals," as we call them, who are 
orthodox, but nevertheless do not hold to the 
old standards of the church. Their proposal 
has two features . It is a remarkable fact, 
that it, indeed, will return to an organiza
tion which is more Presbyterial than the 
existing one. But, on the other side, it pro
poses to permit the founding of so-called 
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"house-churches," the meaning of which is 
to allow to modernists in orthodox congre
gations and to orthodox in liberal ones to 
have their own meetings. Perhaps this 
seems to be of little interest, but indeed 
it is of great importance. The Dutch Re
formed Church still has the old standards 
as its official confession although forsaking 
of the standards is tolerated. But in this 
new project the forsaking of the standards 
is not merely tolerated but officially ap
proved and a "way out" of the difficulties 
is suggested. Here the standards of the 
church officially are given up and therefore 
the new overture is a deteriorating of the 
now existing situation. One cannot say what 
destiny of this overture will be. In the Gen
eral Synod the middle party has about a 
majority. But perhaps the liberals and the 
orthodox will not give their votes to the 
overture. In every case the orthodox in 
their papers have made great objections, 
as could be expected. 
AMSTERDAM 

Social Christianity in France 
By Pastor A. Cruvellier, of the Eglise 

reformee evangelique. 
(A Translation) 

SOCIAL CHRISTIANITY has been propa
gated in France for about forty years. 

In this short letter it is hardly possible to 
review the history of this period, f ull, like 
all histories, of successes and failures. We 
shall confine ourselves to speakhig briefly 
of the present situation as it appears from 
the report of the Congress of Social Chris
tianity, held at Chambon (Haute-Loire) in 
September last. 

Two hundred and sixty delegates were 
present and this number is considered grati
fying. Merely a listing of the subjects stud
ied shows what the pre-occupation of the 
congress was: 

The Church and social action 
The social claims of the Bible 
The child 
The worker 
The League of Nations and its action 
The movements of Lausanne and 

Stockholm 
Economic problems and peace 
The crisis in agriculture and its 

remedies 
Rural schools in Denmark 
A directed economy 
The prolongation of the period of 

compulsory education. 
In the course of the congress a dozen 

conference campaigns were made and twen
ty-five churches are now requesting equip
ment for advance along these lines. The 
president of the Association des chretiens 
sociaux predicted that the Association was 
about to enter upon an era of progress. 

The progress of a movement is never a 
proof of the validity of its principles, any 
more than failure is a proof of the contrary. 
However, we must recognize that the results 
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obtained by social Christianity are very 
meagre in comparison with the sizeable 
efforts which have been made during the 
past forty years to draw after it the prot
estant churches of France. Further, we 
must add that the present circumstances are 
far from being favorable for its cause. At 
the moment it has a brilliant General Staff, 
composed of men for the most part out
standing by virtue of their knowledge, elo
quence, generous and lofty spirit, and even 
piety, but it is a General Staff almost with
out troops. By and large the churches of 
France are not following. On the contrary, 
they indicate a firm desire to remain outside 
of the political terrain toward which the 
social Christians would conduct them. Are 
they then insensible to the presence of social 
iniquities in the world? By no means, no 
more than Christ was insensible to the 
iniquities of His time, and God knows 
whether they were not sufficiently numerous 
and crying. Christ, who was neither blind 
nor unfeeling, saw them and suffered from 
them. But in order to remove them he did 
not combat successively one after the other. 
He attacked the generating cause of those 
iniquities, sin. He did not make the attack 
on the social or moral ground, but on the 
religious one. By His expiatory death he 
reconciled men to God, the best means of 
reconciling them with one another. It was 
in doing religious work (which did not pre
vent Him from alleviating the individual 
maladies which He met along His way) 
that Christ, by a thoroughly natural conse
quence, accomplished a notable moral and 
social work, just as extensive, profound and 
lasting as that of the greatest political or 
social reformers. It is in following the ex
ample of this divine leader, it is in doing 
the religious work which is Us sole reason 
for existence, that the Church will accom
plish its social task. By religious action to 
social action, this is the method which it 
should follow. Its mission is to train men 
capable of accomplishing in the world polit
ical and social results flowing from Chris
tian inspiration; but this mission itself 
should not, any more than the church, be 
mingled with politics, as is the case in the 
Roman church and in too many protestant 
churches which are acting contrary to the 
teaching and the example of Christ. With
out doubt, although it is not of this world, 
the kingdom of God will one day be realized 
here below, but this will only be at the glo
rious return of Christ, the king of this king
dom. It is by working for the salvation of 
souls, by preaching the cross, that the 
church will prepare for and hasten this re
turn, which alone will bring the triumph of 
social justice to the earth. 

These are the principles which are 
spreading more and more in our churches in 
France, while those of social Christianity 
find there less and less of an echo. 
VAUVEItT, GARD. 
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If you stand 
foursquare for the Gospel (as we 
are sure a great majority of our 
readers do), why not subscribe for 
your friends? Surely you know sev
eral who need the information and 
the witness this paper gives. Fill 
out the enclosed postcard with 
your friends' names, and drop it 
in the mail box todayl It needs no 
stamp. Thus you will be helping 
your friends and aiding the pub
lishers to continue. Our circula
tion has been climbing steadily for 
many months, but we need thou
sands more readersl You may use 
the card for renewals, too. 

German Letter 
By Pastor H. Jochums 

(A T1'anslation) 

THE discussion of ecclesiastical conditions 
in Germany which Mr. Ockenga pre

sented in your October number did not give 
a true impression of the situation. It is not 
true that the Hitler Government in Ger
many tried to nationalize the Church and 
make it an instrument of the State. As a 
matter of fact, the true situ~tion, as I have 
already suggested in my last letter, is that 
a small group of dissatisfied ministers man
aged by the use of rather clever methods to 
lead the government and the great mass of 
the people to believe that the Church had 
declared itself in political opposition; that 
it was filled with socialistic, communistic 
and reactionary religious leaders and to this 
extent required a substantial reform. By 
means of these untrue declarations a small 
group of ministers, the so-called "German 
Christians" succeeded in arousing support 
for their ecclesiastical party, and thus in 
overturning control of the church. I have 
already pointed out that recently under
standing of the true situation has been con
stantly becoming more widespread, and that 
the government itself has given up its for
mer close relationship with this ecclesiasti
cal group, so that religious freedom in Ger
many has been reestablished. Unfortunately 
before this occurred the German Christians 
had ah'eady secured possession of all leading 
Church offices, and now they evince an un
willingness to relinquish them. 

The Rev. Mr. Ockenga is correct in his 
statement that Karl Barth was one of the 
few who had the courage to protest most 
sharply against putting the church under 
this type of control. However, Karl Barth 
did not make himself unpopular by this act, 
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as the Rev. Mr. Ockenga maintains. The 
"German Christians" would find it extremely 
difficult to destroy the conviction-so deeply 
rooted in the German consciousness-that 
religion and politics must be kept irrevoc
ably separate. As a matter of fact, Karl 
Barth's first pronouncement against the 
"German Christians"-"Theologische Exist
enz heute!" (Shall Religion Surviv e?) * has, 
in a few months attained a circulation of 
more .than 30,000 copies. Such success has 
scarcely come to another theological publi
cation in recent times. The thing that has 
become unpopular, however, and that will 
remain unpopular is the new German 
Church government, for the German people 
has little sympathy for the newly-introduced 
system of Bishops with their titles and 
offices. 

Following the booklet of Karl Barth, 
"Theologische Existenz heute"-the Munich 
publishing house of Kaiser will issue quite 
a series of pamphlets including some by 
Karl Barth's friend, Edward Thurneysen. 
The present writer is glad to commend this 
series to the attention of the readers of this 
letter. Anyone who is interested in the 
sharp contrast between the "German Chris
tians" and Karl Barth can scarcely afford 
not to read this series. The second pamphlet 
of the series has just appeared, with the 
title, "For the Freedom of the Gospel." In 
its pages, Barth shows clearly and convinc
ingly that if the freedom of the Gospel is 
impaired, the Gospel itself will thereby be 
destroyed. 

· Published by Kaiser. in Munich. 

DELLING, POST CURTEN, RHEINLAND. 

China Letter 
By the Rev. Albert B. Dodd, D.D. 

THE third triennial General Assembly of 
the large inclusive Church of Christ in 

China was held in Amoy the latter part of 
October. The Rev. Mr. Y. S. Tom of Kwang
tung was elected Moderator to succeed the 
Rev. Mr. Ch'eng Ching Yi, D.D., who has 
been Moderator since the organization of 
that Church six years ago, as well as being 
at the head of the National Christian Coun
cil from the time of its inception in 1922. 

Dr. Ch'eng's training for these high posi
tions included a course at Union Theological 
Seminary at New York and years of expe
rience in the China Continuation Committee, 
the predecessor of the National Christian 
Council. To show their appreciation of his 
services, the new office of General Secretary 
was created for him upon his retirement 
from the Moderatorship. As the headquar
ters of the General Assembly of the Church 
of Christ are being moved from Shanghai 
to Peiping, his acceptance of this office 
would doubtless involve his resignation from 
his present position in the National Chris
tian Council. While the two bodies will prob
ably no longer have the same head, the 
Church of Christ in China, comprising at 
least two-fifths of the constituency of the 
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N. C. C. will doubtless continue to exert a 
predominating influence on that body. 

The Rev. Mr. Y. S. Tom who succeeds 
Dr. Ch'eng as moderator of General Assem
bly is a recognized leader of outstanding 
ability, not only in his own Synod but 
throughout his denomination. It is to be 
hoped that his influence will be in the direc
tion of a positive stand on the great essen
tials and of emphasis upon the supreme 
task of evangelizing China. 

The vote of the General Assembly favor
able to lending their support to the Christian 
Intelligencer, interdenominational and lead
ing Church paper in China, instead of start
ing another church paper of their own, 
seems a step in the right direction. We 
hope, however, that the Intelligencer will 
strictly adhere to its evangelical character 
and become an ever-increasing power for 
good in the Chinese Church as a whole. 
TENGHSIEN, SHANTUNG PROVINCE, CHINA 

Korea Letter 
By the R ev. Bruce F. Hunt 

THE Fourth Quadrennial Sunday School 
Convention of the Korea Sunday School 

Association opened in Taiku on October 6th, 
in the newly-built Nam Sung Chung Church. 
Over 2,000 delegates from all over Korea 
and Japan and Manchuria, as well, filled the 
church to overflowing. 

Fire broke out in the drug room of the 
Mission Hospital (Southern Presbyterian) 
at Kwangju on October 26th. The fire lasted 
for 7 hours, spreading to the rest of the 
building. The eighteen patients were all 
rescued and no lives lost but the building 
loss is estimated at Y300,000 ($100,000). 
The building was insured. 

A new operating suite, the fitting out of 
which was made possible by a gift of 
Y5,000, received from the Rev. A. A. Pieters, 
on behalf of his sons Reuben and Richard, 
as a loving memorial to their mother, Dr. 
Eva H. Field Pieters, "a Chl'istian woman, 
a physician, and a wife and mother," was 
dedicated in Severance Hospital, Seoul, on 
September 3, 1933. 

Word has just come of the death of Pas
tor Kim Yung Hak of the Korean Methodist 
Church. For over ten years he had served 
as a pastor to Koreans in Siberia. When 
the Communists came into control of Siberia 
he was told to leave the country. Many 
Christians left the country at that time, and 
Pastor Kim sent his family back to Korea 
to remove them from danger, but he himself 
refused to leave as long as there was a 
Christian flock left for him to tend. Finally 
in 1930, after repeated warnings from the 
authorities, he was imprisoned. Last year 
he was moved to a prison camp in the 
northern part of Siberia. It was while work
ing in this camp that he was caught in 
a snow slide and killed, a martyr for Christ. 

Some of the statistics for the Korean 
Presbyterian Church, year ending May 31, 
1933, are as follows : 
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Places of meeting (organized and unorganized 
churches) .. ... ........... . .... . . . .. .... .. 2,661 

Pastors •.••............................. .. . 466 
Elders . . ............... ... . ................ 2.420 
Baptized members ...... , .......... , .. ,..... 82,500 
Sunday School pupils ........ .. .............. 286,921 
Money spent in Foreig n Missions ($1.00 equals 

Y3.00) ....... . ,.. ..... . ... . .. ... ....... .. Y8,168 
Money spent in Home Missions ($1.00 equals 

Y3.00) . .... ... ..... ..... .. ... . . .. ...... .. Y3 ,247 

CHUNGJU, KOREA 

Dr. McCluer Inaugurated in 
Westminster College, Missouri 

ANOTABLE event at Westminster Col
lege, Mo., this fall was the inaugura

tion of Franc Lewis McCluer, A.M., Ph.D., 
as the eleventh president. In attendance 
were representatives from 81 colleges and 
universities throughout the country, begin
ning with the two oldest, Harvard, and Wil
liam and Mary. 

There were also delegates from semina
ries, the State of Missouri, and a number 
of representatives from learned societies 
and churches. 

Benjamin H. Charles, Esq., president of 
the board of trustees, presided. Chancellor 
George Reeves Throop, of Washington Uni
versity, gave a scholarly address on the 
place of the small church college in the 
scheme of American education. The Rev. 
Robert E. Robinson, Moderator of the North
ern Synod, delivered the Charge of the 
Church to the president. The Hon. North 
Todd Gentry, Moderator , of the Southern 
Synod, delivered the Charge to the College. 

The address of President McCluer was a 
statement of his ideal of Westminster Col
lege-as a permanently small college, and 
a community of real scholars in an atmos
phere of freedom, abundant life, high faith 
and devotion. 

The degree of Doctor of Laws was con
ferred upon Mr. A. P. Green and the Doc
torate of Divinity upon the Rev. D. Coe 
Love. Dr. Love is pastor of the Eblowa 
Church in the Cameroon Province of Cen
tral Africa; it has the largest Presbyterian 
congregation in the world. 

Greetings were brought by the Rev. Ar
thur V. Boand, San Antonio, Texas, in behalf 
of the class of 1916; by President Cockrell 
of William Woods College in behalf of the 
community; and from Dean F . M. Tisdel for 
the University of Missouri, the Missouri 
College Union, and the North Central Asso
ciation of Universities and Colleges. 

The College began the eighty-first year of 
her service, under favorable circumstances, 
with the largest fall enrollment in her his
tory. Westminster is one of the few colleges 
west of the Mississippi for men only. En
rollment of the freshman class is limited 
each year to one hundred and thirty men. 
The college two years ago announced a new 
departure in athletics, abandoning the game 
of football and establishing a system of 
intramural and intercollegiate games pro
viding sport and recreation for every stu
dent. The new system is said to be taking 
root with many admirable results. 
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The League of Evangelical Students 
"MARVELOUS was the way in which the 

Spirit of God ushered in the Fall 
work of the League of Evangelical Stu
dents," declares Wm. J. Jones, General Sec
retary of the' League. "Chapters had met 
for several weeks, and the ground-work had 
begun, but the real spirit and fire of the 
League's new school year came at the Re
gional Conference in Philadelphia, Novem
ber 10th and 11th. This Conference meas
ured up to the usual high standard of Bib
lical learning and spirituality which has 
marked these Eastern Conferences. But the 
stirring of the depths of spiritual power 
was felt by the scores of delegates. Ninety 
students registered; an average of 150 at
tended the sessions-all from at least 18 
different institutions in the East." 

Not far behind the East, is a new but 
strong group of Chapters in the Northwest. 
The Twin Cities Chapters are planning a 
Regional Conference for December 8th-10th. 
Students and others interested are requested 
to get in touch with Mr. Joseph Pleva, 924 
Essex Street, S. E., Minneapolis, Minnesota. 

Of major importance is the news of the 
Annual Convention. The Ninth National 
Conference will meet in Boston, with Go·rdon 
College of Theology and Missions leading 
the sister Chapters of Greater Boston in 
the gathering. The dates are February 23rd-
25th. The program now being prepared in
cludes a fine selection of missionary speak
ers, as well as men mOl'e familiar to stu
dents in the home-lands. Information and 
registrations may be requested of the Con
vention Officer, David W. Buzzell, 30 Evans 
Way, Boston, Mass. 

Besides touching New England in this 
fashion, and other parts of the land through 
the conference.s of the League, it is the 
ardent hope of the League that the South 
will be reached in a new way through the 
General Secretary who has recently taken 
his residence in South Carolina. The League 
continues to cherish the help of God's stew
ards everywhere. The General Secretary 
may be reached at Box 455, Columbia, South 
Carolina. 

Dr. Macartney Flays Lynch Law 

THE brutal and barbaric lynching or 
the Hart kidnappers and murderers at 

San Jose has disgraced California before 
the States of the Union and humiliated 
America in the face of the whole earth. Let 
us throw no more anathemas and stones at 
Germany for the pressurE;! she has put upon 
the Jews, but reserve our righteous indigna
tion for native, home-made, 100 per cent. 
American atrocities." 

So spoke Dr. Clarence Edward Macartney 
in his Thanksgiving Day Sermon at the 
First Presbyterian Church, Pittsburgh, Pa. 

"The crime," he said, "for which these 
wretched men were done to death by the 
San Jose mob, was brutal and revolting in 
the extreme, revealing the depths of Satan 

• 
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which still reside in human nature, despite 
the plentiful whitewashing which modern 
philosophy and modern theology have given 
it. 

"But terrible as that crime was, the crime 
of the mob is more revolting and terrible
and more ominous, too. The stealing and 
murdering of the unfortunate young man 
was the crime of two degenerate humans, 
while the lynching of the two men was the 
crime of thousands, those who actually took 
part in it, and those who stood by to shout 
and cheer the hideous proceedings. Led by 
a callow youth, who confesses that he re
cruited his associates from the speakeasies 
of the town, this mob takes from the jail 
and from the hands of the officers of the 
law two criminals, sure of swift and severe 
justice, and does them to death like wild 
animals, while the mob shouts its approval 
and the thousands congregate as if for a 
fair or a carnival. 

"Ignorant persons have likened this bar
barous proceeding at San Jose to the worw 
of the Vigilance Committee, who in 1851 
and in 1856 rid San Francisco of its crim
inals and murderers. But the Vigilance 
Committee was far removed from the San 
Jose mob. The Committee was organized 
when the ordinary processes of law and jus
tice had broken down. It was an extra-legal, 
rather than illegal, body, and put no man 
to death without a trial. 

"When a roaring mob breaks into a jail 
to seize prisoners and put them to death, 
the men innocent of the crime which has 
aroused indignation, as well as those guilty 
of it, may be the subjects of the mob's fury. 
The crime of lynching strikes at the very 
foundations of organized life and govern
ment. Kidnapping and murder, and all the 
crimes of the decalogue, are bad enough; 
but worse than all is the crime of punishing 
crime with another crime. 

"The worst feature of this whole ghastly 
business was the attitude of the governor of 
the Commonwealth of California, who, ap
prised of the situation at San Jose, did noth
ing to avert it; and who, after the barbarous 
deed was accomplished, rejoiced over it, 
praised the perpetrators of it, and declared 
that he would pardon any who might be 
convicted of taking part in the ghastly pro
ceedings when the two men were hanged. 

"America needs to repent. The shouts of 
the San Jose mob reveal a situation more 
dangerous than any of those economic and 
financial crises, about which we are hearing 
so much. In years of unprecedented afflu
ence and prosperity, the nation turned away 
from God. Then came the heavy hand of 
His judgment, which is still upon us. Yet, 
as a nation, we have not repented; but on 
the contrary, have hardened our hearts. 
There can be no true national Thanksgiving 
until there has been national repentance; 
and there are those who are beginning to 
think that there will be no national pros
perity again until there has been national 
repentance." 
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American Tract Society 
Reports Progress 

ON Friday, November the 10th, a Fel
lowship Luncheon was held by the Ex

ecutive Committee of the American Tract 
Society, at the George Washington Rotel, 
New York, N. Y., to celebrate the anni
versaries of the Secretaries and the 81st 
birthday of the senior member of the Ex
ecutive Committee, Mr. S. V. V. Huntington. 
Dr. E'dwin Noah Hardy, the present Execu
tive Secretary, has served the Society for a 
period of 15 years. Dr. William H. Mat
thews, the present General Secretary, came 
to the Society in November, 1922. Mr. 
Huntington has served on the Executive and 
Finance Committee for a period of 15 years. 
Mr. William Phillips Hall, the President of 
the Society, introduced as Toastmaster, Dr. 
Silas F. Hallock. Greetings in five-minute 
addresses were then given by Mrs. Finley 
J. Shephard, Dr. Robert E. Speer, Secretary 
of the Board of Foreign Missions of the 
Presbyterian Church, U. S. A.; Dr. Malcolm 
J. MacLeod, Pastor of the St. Nicholas' Col
legiate Church; Dr. J. Stanley Durkee, 
Pastor of the Plymouth Congregational 
Church, Brooklyn, N. Y.; Dr. Henry Darl
ington, Rector of the Church of the 
Heavenly Rest; Dr. George W. Brown, Gen
eral Secretary of the American Bible 
Society; Dr. Elliot B. Parkhill, Secretary of 
the American Sunday School Union; Dr. 
Will H. Houghton, Pastor of Calvary Bap
tist Church, and others. 

The American Tract Society is one of the 
oldest organizations of its kind in the 
United States. It was incorporated in 1825. 
During its history it has circulated nearly 
a billion pieces of Christian literature and 
has given away 5,712,000,000 pages of its 
output. The total value of grants of Chris
tian literature during its history is $3,000,-
000. Last year it gave away literature to 
the value of $46,000. Literature has been 
printed in 181 languages and dialects. 
Colporteur work is one of the chief activities 
of the Society, and throughout the 108 years 
since the Society was organized, colporteurs 
have visited two and a half million homes 
and have held 650,000 religious meetings. 
These colporteurs have sold 18,000,000 vol
umes of religious books during this period. 
Recently free literature has been printed by 
the Society for the Blind, and volumes of 
Braille have been circulated very widely. 

The Society is one of a few religious or
ganizations that has been able to carryon 
its work since the financial collapse in 1929 
without curtailment of its activities. The 
Society's Trust Funds have been increased 
materially during the years of the depres
sion. Its resources are over a "quarter of a 
million dollars more at the present time 
than eleven years ago, and its force of 
colporteurs has been more than doubled dur
ing that period. It has increased its output 
of Christian literature during the past 
eleven years from 2,170,925 pieces to 5,529,-
826 volumes, tracts and periodicals. 
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The Name Above Every Name by 
Perry Wayland Si'nks, S. T. D. 

My opportunities for hearing sermons 
have been rather limited for the last 

few years, offsetting, thus, a four years' 
pastorate in the city of Boston, during 
which all my pulpit duties on the Lord's 
Day came in the afternoons, thus leaving 
me free to avail of the privileges of the 
regular ministers and visiting clergymen, 
of the various communions of that city. 
Among other resident ministers, I often 
heard Phillips Brooks, James Freeman 
Clark, A. J. Gordon, Edward Everett Hale, 
and among visiting clergymen, Henry Ward 
Beecher, T. DeWitt Talmage, George Mul
ler (Bristol, Eng.), Joseph Parker (Lon
don), Pere Hyacynth (Paris), and others. 
On looking back by memory, recently, as 
to the prominence given in the sermons I 
have heard in last five years, to what, as 
I conceive, is both the center and the cir
cumference of evangelical preaching - the 
Lord Jesus Christ - I have been somewhat 
surprised at the small place given in the 
sermons heard latterly to a recognition of 
the Divine Christ. It is not that the ser
mons have not been interesting and able, 
or that they have not contained truth, and 
been sound, theologically, according to the 
type of doctrine held by the pre!lcher, 
though not always that which was in agree
ment with my own conception of the truth. 
Some of these sermons gave evidence of 

"great study of certain phases of prophecy, 
not so clear that "a wayfaring man," not 
even to be classed as "a fool," might not 
"err" in his apprehension of the truth ex
pressed. Some were instructive and intel
lectual rather than constructive and spir
itual. Some were most practical and had 
to do with man's relation to his fellow man 
in human and social affairs. Some of these 
sermons never once mentioned the Name of 
Christ or referred to the great object for 
which He came, suffered and died, and rose 
from the dead. But, oh how few of these 
sermons lifted up the Christ of the Gospel, 
who assured His apostles and His disciples, 
"And I, if I be lifted up from the earth, 
will draw all men unto me" (John 12:32). 

The train of reflections suggested by per
sonal observation and experience sent me ' 
forthwith to the great Apostle to the 
Gentiles to ascertain the prominence he 
gave in his written ministry to individuals 
and churches to the Lord Jesus Christ
His nature, mission, and work, and the 
hopes and expectations centering in Him. 
In Paul's epistles, Christ is designated in 
person, nature, relation, character, work, 
and achievements, as follows: 
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Romans . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 111 times 
I Corinthians ....... . .. 120 times 
II Cor inthians . . . . . . .. . 
Galatians . ........ . . . . 
Ephesians . ...... . . . . . 
Philippians .... . . .... . 
Colossians ... . ...... . . 
I Thessalonians .. . .. . . 
II Thessalonions . . .. . . . 
I Timothy . . .. . .. .. .. . 
II Timothy . .. . .... . . . . 
Titus . . .. . .. .. . . ... .. . 
Philemon . . . . .. . . . . . . . 

82 times 
48 times 
62 times 
50 times 
37 times 
31 times 
23 times 
21 times 
30 times 

8 times 
11 times 

In the thirteen epistles of Paul, 632 times. 

League of Faith Endorses 
Dr. Harold Laird for Moderatorship 

THE Presbyterian League of Faith, whose 
rolls comprise almost 1100 ministers of 

the Presbyterian Church in the U . S. A., 
at a meeting held in the Broadway Presby
terian Church of New York, N. Y., decided 
by a hearty and unanimous vote of the 
members present to commend to the Church 
the name of Dr. Harold S. Laird, minister 
of the First and Central Church of Wil
mington, Delaware, as moderator of the 
1934 Assembly. In putting forth an avowed
ly conservative standard-bearer the League 
took the first step in a new, vigorous policy 
in the church. It was the sense of those 
present that the church should understand 
that Dr. Laird was being "drafted," that 
the desire of the League came as a surprise 
to him, and that he was in no way seeking 
preferment or honors in the church. 

The meeting of the League was presided 
over by its president, the Rev. Walter D. 
Buchanan, D.D., LL.D., of the Broadway 
Church. Among those taking part in the 
meeting were Prof. O. T. Allis, P h.D., of 
Philadelphia; the Rev. A. D. Gantz, of New 
York; Prof. J. Gresham Machen, D.D .• of 
Philadelphia; P resident J. O. Buswell, of 
Wheaton College, Wheaton, Ill.; the Rev. 
J. H. Thompson, of Montgomery, New York; 
and others. 

The action of the League in presenting 
a name for the Moderatorship this early 
in the year will, it is generally predicted, 
serve to bring out in relief before the 
church the difference in aims between the 
Conservatives and the Modernist-Indiffer
entist coalition. 

Dr. Laird is a graduate of Lafayette Col
lege, and Princeton Seminary. Before tak
ing the large First and Central Church of 
Wilmington he was pastor of the important 
hnd flourishing First Church of Collings
wood, N. J. The Conservative standard
bearer is married and has two children. 

Founder's Week at Moody 
Bible Institute 
A N interdenominational rally on Sunday 

.t\.. afternoon, February 4th, will open the 
Founder's Week Conference of 1934 at the 
Moody Bible Institute, Chicago. The historic 
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Auditorium of Moody's day will be the 
meeting place. Amplifiers will provide over
flow meetings with chief addresses. 

The founder's birthday, February 5th, will 
be observed as Alumni Day-the home-com
ing for former students-President Ferrin 
of t he Providence (R. I.) Bible Institute, 
and Dean Moyer of Northwestern Bible and 
Missionary Training School (Minneapolis) , 
appearing on the program. 

Pastoral evangelism will be emphasized 
by Dr. M. E. Dodd, President of the South
ern Baptist Convention, and the Rev. Gustav 
F . J ohnson, of the Swedish Gospel Taber
nacle, Minneapolis. Bible study will center 
about Prophecy a s bearing upon current and 
coming events. 

As usual, the last day of the assembly, 
Thursday the 8th, will be Missionary Day, 
when moving addresses, the recounting of 
missionary experiences, and testimonies by 
workers from many lands will bring blessing 
to the multitudes. Throughout the confer
ence the great Institute Chorus will make 
its inspirational contribution in anthems and 
hymns. 

Religious Education Council Meets 
By the R ev. Walter Vail Watson 

THE joint convention, planned by those 
who desired a union of the New York 

State Council of Churches and the New York 
State Council of Religious Education (the 
old state Sunday School organization's suc
cessor), was held at the Park-Central Pres
byterian Church, Syracuse, November 8th-
10th, and attended by possibJy 300 delegates, 
including those from the local area. Al
though the number attending was not large, 
it represents the present-day interest in the 
Sunday School in this state, which has one 
of the lowest percentages of enrollment to 
church membership in the country. One of 
the most significant things in this successor 
to the old-time annual State Bible School 
convention was the almost total lackl of the 
use of the Bible, or direct reference to or 
employment of the Scriptures themselves in 
the meetings. In none of the sessions which 
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your correspondent attended was the Bible 
read or directly quoted as authority. 

One purpose of the joint convention was 
the contemplated merger of the two meeting 
organizations, which was effected in its ini
tial phase by a rising vote of the delegates 
in the evening meeting on the 9th. The new 
organization is to be known as The New 
York State Council of Churches and Relig
ious Education; a constitution is being 
drawn up and will be later adopted. When 
the organization is completed offices will be 
located at Albany. 

Speakers and conference leaders were 
almost without exception of the organiza
tion type or definitely modernistic in their 
views. The opening address was delivered 
by the Rev. C. B. McAfee, Secretary of the 
Presbyterian Board of Foreign Missions, 
who spoke with great ability in his usual 
irenic way on Christ and a Thinking Church, 
the convention theme. Professor Halford E. 
Luccock of Yale spoke with great brilliance, 
and achieved the unusual accomplishment 
of talking in the lecture style for one hour 
and ten minutes and holding his audience. 
One covets a mind like Dr. Luccock's for 
the cause of evangelical Christianity. The 
Rev. Gaius Glenn Atkins of Auburn Theo
logical Seminary made the third principal 
address of the convention on the subject: 
Today's Challenge to the Church. Worship 
services were led by H. Augustine Smith, 
Boston University professor, who also con
ducted several tours through a gallery of 
religious art. 

The writer has never seen, within the 
brief compass of time, a greater agglutina
tion of subjects. There was "something for 
everybody"! The speed with which the con
ference touched upon most of the great 
problems of the machinery of the church, 
and the superficial treatment which inquiry 
reveals many of them had in the special 
sessions, was bewildering, and apparently 
typical of the way in which Christians who 
feel the impulsion to "bring in the lci.ngdom" 
by brilliant and superficial methodology feel 
accomplishes the desired results. The super
natural Saviour, whom we have always be
lieved to be the Church's only adequate dy
namic, was almost forgotten in the presen
tation of the needs that we were to meet 
through the rededication of ourselves to 
man-made programs. Prayer was notably 
lacking, or when engaged in, was of the 
liturgical type; apparently a psychological 
exercise by which we were to lift our faith 
by its own boot-straps, and hardly a walk
ing and a talking with the King. 

In connection with a youth dinner one of 
the features was a fashion show in which 
girls wore costumes depicting styles of the 
last century! The conference on evangelism, 
conducted by the Rev. John Snape, D.D., 
formerly of Los Angeles, one of the best 
items of the program, was attended by a 
handful in the first session, a bare dozen in 
the second; which may be significant. 
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