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has opened 437,000 liquor selling places, 
which, by the testimony of non-prohibition
ists, are "ineredibly worse than the old sa
loon." In some of these, high school girls are 
serving as barmaids. And concerning boot
legging, the greatest crime charged against 
Prohibition, "The Federal authorities state 
unequivocally that more illicit liquor is be
ing manufactured and distributed in the 
present year of grace than ever before in 
the history of the American people." 

Mexico's Religious Crisis 

AWRITER in the Alliance W eekly has the 
following to say of Socialism as it is 

now at wor k in Mexico: 

"In an interesting and illuminating survey 
of Mexico's religious crisis, Kenneth G. 
Grubb, in The Life of Faith (London), states 
that most evangelical missionaries who still 
work in that country are practically unable 
to do any immediately spiritual work. Al
though the evangelical ministers and their 
full-time lay workers outnumber the Roman 
Catholic priests who are licensed to perform 
mass, extension work is obviously impossible, 
since the Government owns all churches and 
religious buildings, and in some states, no 
service-not even a prayer meeting-can 
take place outside a registered church build
ing, and these buildings are only conceded to 
the faithful to use at the pleasure of the 
Government. The provision of the Constitu
tion, aimed at the ;Roman Catholic Church, 
because of its seeking after political power, 
necessarily applies to all religions, including 
evangelical churches founded through Ameri
can and British missions. 

"The new system of education in Mexico 
is closely allied to its religious life. By a 
recent amendment to the Constitution, 'Soci
alist teaching' is imperative in all schools, 
including mission schools. Mr. Grubb ex
amined some of the Government textbooks 
prepared for primary schools, and found 
them to be definitely against religion. The 
'Socialist' teaching of Mexico is irreligious, 
planned to remove all religious ideas from 
the minds of the people; and it often means 
an entirely anti-religious education. In one 
of the most populous states, all school
teachers have to the following document: 

"'I declare emphatically that by all the 
means in my power I will fight the Catholic 
religion and any other religions. I declare 
emphatically that I will not take part in 
private or public in any ceremony of the 
Catholic Church or any other religion.' 

"The following is a Socialist Lord's Prayer 
which Mr. Grubb found being taught in a 
school: 

"'Our Socialism which art on the earth, 
Respected be thy name, 
Thine influence come, 
Thy will be done as in the cities so in the 

fields. 
Give us this day our daily bread, 
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And do not pardon us if we pardon our 
enemies, 

And lead us not into the hand of clergy, 
But deliver us from evil. Amen.' " 

Household Worship in 
Germany 

ONE of the most touching features in 
the life of the German Confessional 

Church is the holding of public worship in 
the rooms of private houses, when a com
munity has been deprived .of its church. A 
correspondent, describing such a case in the 
Rhenish area, mentions that as soon as the 
people were driven out of the church they 
had lately built, several householders at once 
offered rooms in their own homes for Sun
day services, and each in turn made him
self responsible for accommodating the mem
bers. "There was no trace there of depression 
on account of the continuous persecutions; on 
the contrary, the people felt very clearly 
that it was the Divine will that they should 
return to the early Christian institution of 
the church in the house. New possibilities 
are herewith opened for the future of con
gregations in large towns. An 'altar' was 
done away with, but in its place more than 
twen,ty home altaTs have lighted their 
candles. If love to the Evangelical Church 
has kindled them, neither malice nor force 
will succeed in breaking up these communi
ties in days of even sterner trial." 

German Missions 
A CCORDING to Dr. Julius Richter, of Ber

.ft lin, Germany, "the German Protestant 
missions are in dire straits again. F 'oreign 
exchange is so scarce in our country (Ger
many) that the utmost amount which can be 
provided for these missions under the direct 
restrictions is little less than one hundred 
marks for every German missionary per 
month or about two million marks for all 
missionaries together. Not a penny is 
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allowed either for the construction or repair
ing of churches, mission houses, schools, na
tive pastorates and similar things, nor for 
the salaries of the native pastors, teachers, 
catechists, evangelists, Bible women and the 
rest. So this whole burden of maintaining 
the native Church and of propagating the 
Gospel has to be thrown on the weak shoul
ders of the native Church, and that at a time 
when they are not prepared for so great a 
task. They will imperatively need some years 
to accommodate themselves to this new duty. 
It is . falling on them all the more heavily 
because they are in a state of rapid and radi
cal impoverishment." 

What Will Be the Message? 

THE Federal Council of Churches is tak
ing upon itself an evangelistic campaign 

which it calls the National Preaching Mis
sion. The preaching mission will be held in 
the Autumn of 1936, beginning early in 
September and continuing three months to 
the middle of December. Some 25 strategic 
centers will be visited; four days will be 
spent in each center. The ministers and 
churches for a radius of 100 to 200 miles will 
be invited into each city. The personnel of 
the preaching mission will consist of a num
ber of eminent divines from foreign coun
tries, as well as from our own country. They 
will all be "great present-day leaders in 
religious thought and life in the churches of 
Europe and America." Dr. E. Stanley Jones 
of India will be included in the personnel, 
and is expected to speak in each of the 25 
cities, as is also each of the speakers from 
Great Britain and other parts of Europe. 

One Hundredth Anniversary 
of Bible for Blind 

THIS year, the 400th anniversary of the 
printing of the English Bible, is the 

100th anniversary of the printing of the 
Scriptures for the Blind. The first reference 
to the blind in the records of the American 
Bible Society is a minute in June, 1833, re
cording "there were at least 5,385 blind 
persons in the United States" (120,000 are 
now reported), and declaring "it is the dut y 
of the Society to provide an edition of the 
entire New Testament for their use, so soon 
as a system of printing is settled." 

From the beginning the policy has been 
to supply these expensive volumes at mod
erate prices to the blind and to schools and 
libraries serving them. For the last decade 
the Society has made a uniform special price 
to or f or the blind of 25c a volume in any 
system, though the books cost from $2 to $8 
each. It is a missionary service. The whole 
costly Bible is not ordinarily given to in
dividuals, save to blind ministers, teachers, 
and Bible or theological students. 

No blind person, whose desire for the 
Scriptur,es was known, 1\a f~il~d to recE)iv 
some volumes. 


