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Editorial Notes and Comments 

THE CHRISTIAN PATTERN OF CONDUCT 
--;:;=~ HE worst of all here ies i the antinomian here y 

-the heresy that a serts that conduct does not 
ma tter as long as belief is correct. Christ came to 

save men fr'om their sins, not merely from the consequences 
of in, so that His efforts fall hort of their aim save as He 
becomes a transforming and sanctifying power in human 
lives. Whatever el e Chri tianity is, it is a manner of life; 
more particularly, it i a manner of life that finds it pat­
tern in the life that J e u Him elf lived. 

In the Go pel, J e us present Himself as one who not 
only ays, "I am the truth", "My teachings are free from 
the alloy of error", but as one who says, "I have given you 
an example that you shoul d do a I have done", "I have 
alway acted as I should have acted." There have been 
many other who have had a firm conviction of the truth 
of what they taught and who have not hesitated to exhort 
others to do as they said, but no other has ever aid with 
equal emphasis, "Do as I have done." And that becau e 
other have been conscious-in proportion ns 1heir lives 
have been pure and their ideals lofty-of the clta m that 
yawned between what they were and what they ought to 
have been. Jesus, however, was conscious of no snch con­
trast and so had as little hesitation about saying, "Do as 
I do", than He had about saying, "Do as I say." 

There is something even more remarkable to be noted in 
this connection. Mankind as a whole, in as far as it has had 
knowledge of J esus, has acknowledged the j11 stice of this 
demand. In the ca e of most great teacher , it i easier to 
pick flaws in their conduct than in their teachings. Most 
of 11 S find it ea ier to defend 011 1' beliefs t han our practices. 
The rever e has proven true in the case of Jesn . 'Ve do 
not mean to imply that it is easier to discover flaw in lli 
teachings than in H is conduct-we regard both as flawless. 
What we mean is that many who have een what they sup­
posed to be flaws in His teachings have affirmed the flaw­
lessness of His life. It is true that there have been and are 
t ho e who ascribe imperfection to J esus even in the realm 
of co,nduct; none the less, mankind a a whole, in as far as 

it has known Him, has made it own the word of Pilate: 
"Behold, I find no fault in Him.' 

Only as we live as Jesus lived are we exemplifying the 
kind of life Chri tianity a ks of its adherents. So difficult 
and appaFently impos ible are the things demanded that 
we are tempted to look upon it a a wholly impracticable 
demand. "What", we are disposed to ask, "do you mean to 
say that I in my ordinary life, I with my antecedent and 
surroundings, I with my way to make in the world as it is 
- must I seriously endeavor to live as Jesn lived if I am 
to call myself a Christian and rejoice in the thought that 
I share the hristian heritage?" Well, that is ju t about 
what we mean. The demand may seem a hard one but we 
have no authority to change it. Men may judge the demand 
impracticable but only as they judge hri t and His 
apostl a impracticable. It is upon their authority not 
our own, that we proclaim it. 

There are those who think that hrh;;tianity would have 
achieved greater re ults, been more effective in the field 
of moral transformation if it had not urg d 0 lofty an 
ideal. It is often said that to set up perfection a a goa] 
is to deaden effort and to enthrone de pair. Surely no one 
can live up to the standard set by .Jesu . Why, then, at­
tempt it? We agree in as far as it is meant that none of 
Christ's imitators have ever fully realized their ideal, but 
differ in as far as it is meant that a man with an imperfect 
ideal will make greater progress in the ethical life than a 
man with a perfect ideal. A lowering of our standard 
always means a slackening of our efforts. Any standard 
short of perfection enables us to look upon evil with a cer­
tain degree of allowance. History and experience, we be­
lieve, alike ju tify the thought that our ideal ought to be 
peI'fe t however imperfect our attempt to translate it into 
condnct. Practical wj~dom as well as lofty aspil'ation lie 
back of and give signift ance to 1he demand t hat we take 
~Jesus as our model, that we walk as He walked, do a 
IIe did. 

By way of ca ntion we need to keep in mind, in the first 
place, that our imitation of Jesns should be according to 
the spirit rather than according to the letter. To ay that 
we should do a He did i not to say that we hould do the 
same identical things He did. It i to say rather that we 

(A Table of Contents will be f ound on Page 48) 
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should shape our lives llccording to the same principles 
and exemplify the same pirit. Take, by way of illustra­
tion, the incident of the feet washing. A litel'al imitation 
of Jesus in thi I'e pect would invoLve our washing one 
another' feet. vVhen we recall, however, that thi act was 
ymbolical of the whole aim and spil'it of Christ's ministry, 

it will appear that a real imitation of Him in this re pect 
mean the devotion of our lives to the servi e of others, 
the pending of them in the pirit of Him who came not 
to be ministered unto but to minister. In the second place, 
we should keep in mind the fact that our obligation to 
imitate Jesus is to be interpreted in the light of the fact 
that individuality i determinative of duty. No two of us 
are exactly alike either as regard our opportunities or as 
regards oUI' abilitie -whether naturaL or acquired. IIence 
no two of us have exactly the arne dutie . Your duties al'e 
not the llme a John mith' any more than John Smith's 
al'e the same as yours, and that uecause your individual ­
ities differ. It follow therefore that we ouo'ht not to imi­
tate one of our fellow in the ense of doing ju t as he does. 
The same holds good as reo'ards our obligation to imitate 
Je us hri t. In a far as lIe differed from us by natUl'e 
and endowments and in as far a His mis ion in this 
world differed from our own- to that extent we are under 
no obligation to imitate Him .. Jesus wa divine; we are 
not. Je us came to redeem this world; that is not one of 
our functions. Jesus spoke with authority; we have no 
right to as ume the same tone. Jesus demanded that men 
obey IIim as Lord and that they worship ITim as God; it 
would be blasphemou for u to make the arne demands. 
All thi goe to show that as regard much of Hi life we 
are not supposed to imitate Him. Strictly Rpeaking, we 
should not even ask, What would Jesn do in our situa­
tion? What we should rather a k is, What ought I , located 
as I am, in view of my gifts and opportunHies, what ought 
I to do that I may exemplify in my life the principles of 
conduct that J e u exemplified in His life? 

In this connection, we should ever keep in mind, for our 
comfort and en ouragement, that the )Iaster said, not that 
the disciple is as his mastel' , but that he sha.fl be a his 
master. Chri tian disciple hip is consistent with much of 
in and weakness, but it i not consistent with a lack of 

desire and effort to be like Jesus Christ. Evel'y intelligent 
hri tian looks forward to moral perfection. Those who do 

not desire such perfection should have nothing to do with 
Jesus hrist. Why should they concern themselve with 
means fitted to uring about an end they do not desire? It 
wa to save IIi people from their ins that Chr1. t came 
into this world and nothing is more certain than that all 
His true people will one day be ab olutely inless. 

In the demand that we be like Jesus is hidden a prophecy 
of the time when we hall be like IIim. If the S riptures 
did not demand perfection it is afe to ay they would 
contain no promise that we will ever be wholly free from 
sin, no promise that the source of all pain and sorrow will 
ever be wholly eliminated from our lives. In view of this, 
would it not be a cause for ceaseless regret if some lesser 
ideal had been insisted upon? Let us never forget that 

while Jesus is ou]' example, IIe is much more than our 
example. IIe i al 0 our strength and our life. If He were 
merely our example, then as we looked upon IIim we would 
ue forced to cry out that the example is too high for us, 
that we cannot attain unto it. It i only becau e IIe is 
also our strength and our life that we have the courage to 
uelieve that the time is comin o' when 'we hall ue like Him. 
There may ue little in our live a' yet even to uggest 
Je us Christ. None the less, if we are really IIi di cipIes, 
the time is coming when we shall b like IIim. To doubt 
that were to doubt IIim who gaye IIimself fol' u that IIe 
might redeem u from all iniquity. "Could there be an­
other promise of equal encouragement, of equa 1. strengthen­
ing? Let u go forth to the work of life unoyant with the 
joy of thi greatest of hopes, this mo t p!'ecion, of as ur­
ances-we han be like Ilim; what He i , thtl t we shall 
uecome. In the tl'ength of this great hope, let liS live out 
our lives here uelow and in its joyful assUl'ance, when the 
time comes for us to go, let us enteJ' eageJ'ly into Olll' glory." 

"IN DEFENSE OF KAGAWA" 
N THE April is ue of 'The Calrin ]i'0I'11171 and tlw 
May i. ne of the R eUgious Digrst, ,JAN KARF.L VAN 
BAALmN, minister of the Twelfth Street Christian 

Reformed Church of Grand Rapids and formerly a Clll ~ R ­

mate of KAGAWA'S at Princeton Seminary, comes to the 
defense of KAGAWA again t the harges that have been 
made again t him by many evano'elicals. He does not 
express complete agreement with KAGAWA but is convinced 
that his theology i evangelical and reformed in character 
and that we need more Christians of his type in America. 

In the R eligio'U Digest MR. Y AN BAALEN cite at length 
from a personal interview he and others had with KAGAWA 
in which the latter denies that he is a communist or an 
evolutioni t or a modernist and affirms his belief in the 
in piration of the Biule, the virgin birth and bodily re ur­
rection of Christ, and in salvatjon through the shed blood 
of Chri t alone; also that he holds to the Reformed or 

alvinistic intcl'])l'etation of C111'i tianity. KAGAWA is cited 
as believing in the l'etm'n of lU'j t, but as "not a premillena­
rian." In an weI' to the question whether he wa a modern­
i t, KAGAWA is quoted as aying: "'~Thy should I have come 
to Princeton, if I W re a modernist? Is not that clear? Now 
I call my elf a fU1Jdamentalist; but I say I am more than a 
fundamentalist. \"011 have in th is country modernists and 
fundamelltalists. The modernists do not care for personal 
salvation. Fundamentalists do not believe in salvation of 
the whole society through the redeemin o' love of Je us. 
I believe both. So you see I am more than a fundamentalist. 
. .. If I were not a fundamentalist, I would get ailgry 
at the fundamentalists becanse they say so many unkind 
things about me." 

fn. VA BAALJ<JN believe that the translators of KAG­
AWA'S books have not always been fair to his views. Mo]'e 
especially he believes that many have judged KAGAWA 
unfairly becau e of a wrong approach. "Which procedllre," 
he asks, "should we follow in evaluating the man and his 
message? For there al'e two methods conceivable. The one 
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method is tha t pursued by PROFESSOR SCrrUL'l'ZE (in the 
March issue of the GalvVn FOr"l.tm). PROFESSOR S nULTZ1~ 

states that he find in KAGAWA'S writing both 'admirably 
orthodox' and 'thoroughgoing modernist' elements . ... 
Following which he jnd<J'es KAGAWA by his unsound state­
ments rather than by his sound teaching . He pronounces 
him a moderni t. Ther is another method .... It is in 
brief, that we ~h n ll jlldge KAGAWA n we jndge the 'fundn­
mentalist~.' 1'hnt iR t"O Rny, we judge KAGAWA to be at bottom 
a Christian teacher, alld we aRc l'ibe the heterogeneons ele­
ments in hi teaching to outside, non-Christian influence ." 
VA BAALEN add that KAGAWA does not appear to him 
as unsound as S 'JT L'l'ZE and others picture him. 

After indicating KAGAWA'S ocial and economic message 
- in the intere t of whkh KAGAWA is primarily in thi 
eonnt'·y-VAN BAALEN a ks: "Where have I heard such 
language befo,'e t his? Snrely not from premillennrian 
with their anti- criptunll eat<lcly mie pes~imi m anent thi 
lH'eSent world. These hold with DOCTOR GHAY that civiliza­
tion is 'of the deviJ,' and they are willing to let it retul'll 
to the devil. Nor have I hear'd such speech from Luthel'an~ 
with their one-sided soteriological conception of hristi ­
anity. Nay; bn t in the Netherland I have heard simil:H' 
peech, in the heydays of the alvinist preacher, ABRAHAi\[ 
KUYPEI~, who left his pulpit to carry out 'Our Progrnm' as 
an 'anti-revolutionary' state man. KAGAWA a an econ­
omist, preaching the love of hri t versus the violence of 
Sovieti m, co-operatives rather than selfish capitali m, i 
much closer to the 'anti-revolutionary' Chri tian politic 
of K YPER than many of his critics in America who, for 
all their numbers, haye never produced a political party 
with Christian economic and social principles." 

Whatever may be thought of MR. VAN BAALEN'S defense 
of KAGAWA, it can hardly be denied that he direct atten­
tion to certain matters that hould not be overlooked in 
our appraisal of KAGAWA. We could wi h that his defen e 
had contained some explanation of the favor with which 
KAGA WA is looked upon by modernists. If KAGAWA is as 
evangelical and Reformed as VA~ BAALEN maintains, it is 
a little trange, to ay t he least, that he i apparently so 
highly esteemerl in modern ist circles. 

DR. HOSPERS VERSUS DR. MACHEN 

~
PECIAL attention is directed to the commllDi a· 

~ tion from DR. GERRIT II. HOSPERS, of the Dutch 
Reformed Church, printed among "Letters to the 

Editor." DR. OSPERS is the author of The R eformed Prin· 
oiple of Authority and of Th Seoond 11 dvrnt and a fre­
qnent contributor to the religious pre s. Some of our 
l'eaders may recall that in an article, "Some Recent Books 
on the Second oming" play, 1933) , we eXI ressed the 
opinion that the second of the book mentioned "contain 
one of the ablest expo itiOllS and defenses of the Pre­
mill ennial view that we hnve een, certn inly the beRt we 
hnve een from the hand of a Dutch scholar and theologian 
ns most sneh nre staunch defenders of the a- or nOll­
millennia l view." The first of t he books mentioned not 
only contain an ac 'ount of the l ife and labor of ABRAHAM 

KUYPER, but a tran lation of his famous address, "Mod­
ernism, a Fata {organa in the Christian World." More­
over it shows the influence of KUYPER on nearly every page. 
DR. HOSPE I{~' communication i particularly timely in view 
of the fact that the advocates of sece sion in the Pre by­
terian Church in the U.S.A. are constantly pointin to 
the example of K YPI':R in jllstificntiou of their course. 
DR. HOSPEltS) t han whom few if nny are better qualified 
to express an opinion, hold that neither ABRAHAM: KUYPER 
nor JOHN ALVIN, were they living today, would think that 
the situation in our Chnrch justifies schism. It i a our e 
of atisfaction to us to know that an "outsidel'" like DR. 
HOSPERS share 0 flllly our conception of the duty of 
Presbytel'ians in the existing situation. 

LOOSE AND INACCURATE STATEMENTS 
NDER t he title, "Some Inexcn able Ignorance," 

the B1'etlll'cn E VGlIgeZist (is u of }\(ay 2nd) a -
sel'ts ed itorially: 

''If some of onr post-mill e ll niill iRt f l-iends are a ignorant 
of Christ as they are of the teaching of MOODY, we can 
understand why they are post-millennialists. DR. ALLIS, 
in an article in the Evangelioal QU(I;r·terTly (London), calls:: 
dispen ationalists ':Modernists.' All of which would lead 
us to believe that he either doe not know what a di p n-
ationalist is, or he does not know what a modernist i . 

The editor of CURISTIANI'l'Y TODAY commends D IL ALLIS' 
article. He then designate DR. C. 1. S OFIELD as a 'dis­
pensationalist, ' therefore a 'modernist,' after wliich he 
writes another article commending D. L . l\IOOD,Y in the 
highe t terms. Is it sheer ignorance (or what?) on the 
part of the editor of HRISTIANl'fY TODAY that he appears 
to be unaware that D. L . MOODY was an outstanding d1. pen-
ationali t all hi life? D . L. MOODY depended upon DR. co­

FIELD doatrinaUy more than on any other human being. 
SCOFIELD was MOODY' pastor during the la t nine years 
of MOODY' life. Yet the editor of CHIUSTIANI,[Y TODAY con­
demns DR. Sco IELD as a modernist and commend l\IOODY. 
·What must we think?" 

We think our editorial contemporary mu t have been 
napping when he wrote the above. It is true that in our 
March issue we commended DR. ALLIS' article, "Modern 
Dispensationalism and the Doctrine of the Unity of Scrip­
ture." It may also be true that . L. MOODY was a di pen-
ationalist and that doctrinally he was largely dependent 

on Du. SCOF'IELD. It is not trlH" however, that Du. ALLIS 
called the dispensationalist "modernists"-the word mod­
erni t does not ocem' in thiR 31'tide-what he a se,-ted 
(and we think proved) wa that Modern Dispensationali m 
Rhares the fundamental error of the IIi 'her Criticism in 
its doctrine of the unity and harmony of Scripture. It is 
also not true that the editor of this paper designated DR. 
SCOFIELD a a "dispen ationalist and therefore a modern­
ist"-as a matter of fact in the editorial in qne tion he 
did not even mention DH. S 'OFIELD. Again, it is not true 
that he wrote "another article commending D. L. MOODY 
in the highest term ." Had he written an article about 
MOODY it would no doubt have been largely commendatory, 
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but as a matter of fact the article in question dealing with 
MOODY was written by A. F. GAYLORD. It may be added 
that if MOODY wa "an outstanding dispensationalist all 
his life" there is nothing in MR. GAYLORD'S excellent al'tkle 
to indicate it. Further, there was nothing either in DR. 
ALL! ' article or our editorial to warrant our contemporary 
referring to us as his "post-millennialist friends." There 
was nothing, in fact, in either to indicate whether we are 

pOf:lt-millennialists, a-millennialists, or pre-millennialists. 
\Vhile all dispen ationalists are pre-millennialists yet all 
pre-miLlenniaJi t are not di pen ationalists. There is no 
reason therefore why a man cannot be a pre-millennialist 
and yet fully approve of DR. ALLI ' arti Ie. It is only pre­
millenniali m of the dispen ational type commended in 
the Scofield Bible that DR. ALLIH condemns. Further com­
ment is hardly called for. 

The Blessedness of Silence 
By Rev. Paul L. Berman 

Y l::)OUL be thou silent 'Unto God, f01' my eX1JCcta­
tion is from Him. 

Truly my 'ottl i. silent unto God. 
Re t in the LO'fd WILCZ wait patiently for' II im. 
In a helpful book entitled "Waiting pon God," the 

author a k thi que tion: I such waiting as the Psalmi t 
prescribes different fl'om what we do when we pray? To 
this he an weI'S that there may be much of praying with 
but Uttle waiting upon God. Is not this true? Are there 
not times in prayer and aloin wor hip, when God would 
have u silent that TIe may peak to u , times when silence, 
absolu te silence, before Him, is more reverent and appro­
priate, more expressive of adoration, and more effective 
than words, in its appeal to Him? Are word always neces­
sary to the expression of want or worship or desire, or to 
it" acceptance and its recognition? Are we not dealinO' 
with a :B ather to "whom all heart are open, all desires 
known and from whom no secrets are hid?" Are we not 
familial' wil h the fact, through the appeals of nature, of 
art, and of humanity in its joys and in its orrows, that 
silence may be often more appealing and more eloquent 
than speech? And 0 in our dealings with God who know­
eth our frame and our needs before we a k. Was it not 
often so in the case of Christ and those with whom TIe 
dealt? Were words always necessary? Did all or even the 
mo t of those whom He fed or helped or comforted or 
healed a k or even expect to be helped or comforted 
or healed or fed? Was He ever cold or indifferent to the 
vision of human helplessnes or need or joy or grief? Was 
He ever unresponsive to the dumb de ires of those who 
knew not how to pray or how to ask? If not, surely it is 
good both to hope and also quietly wait for the Salvation 
of the Lord. If Christ is God-like, God mu t be Chri t-like 
in ITif:l pitying love and compassion, in Hi power and will ­
in~ne R to read and to interpret the unspoken aR well as 
poken tboll~ht of those who quietly wait 11pon lIim. 

As the writer quoted above, Andrew Murray truly Rays, 
"The whole duty and bles ednes of waiting upon God has 
it root in this, that He is such abIes ed being, full to 
overflowing of goodness and power and life and, joy, that 
we, howe, er wretched, cannot for any time come into con­
tact with Him without that life and power ecretly, si­
lently beO'inning to enter into us and blessing ns. Come, 

thel'efol-e, at )(1 however feeble yon feel , just wait ill 1I iH 
pl'esenct'. \ R a feeble invalid is brought out into the un­
shine to let it. warmth go throngh him, come, with all 
that is dal'k and cold in you into the Sunshine of IIi holy 
omnipotent love. As the un does it work in the weak one 
who seeks its rays God ~vill do TIi work in yon." Wait, 
therefore, upon TIim and in waiting be rewarded in spirit, 
grace and strength (I a. 40: 31, 32). TIold thee still in the 
Lord and abide patiently upon Him. 

In trying sea on , for in tallce, when throll Th physical 
weakness, illne or wearines , it i difficult to pray, diffi­
cult to fix one' thoughts, and one is tempted to discour­
agement on that account, why make the attempt at all, 
why try to say anything why not l'ather turn helple sne s 
to advantage, by u ing it as an Oppol'ttmity, in 'reliance 
npon God the lIoly Spirit, for quiet waiting upon im 
vVho is the Father of Mercie and God of all comfort? 
Why not make it a time of silent appeal for the correction 
of fault, the l' newal of tl'ength, able ing UpOll other~ 
and a b tter understanding of God's Holy -Will? 

How much of prayer and devotion, both public :md pri­
Yate, might be compared to a one-sided interview? For 
illustration : A person in need or help, in truction and 
sound advice, vi its a wise and resourceful friend who really 
understand hi position and i both able and willing to 
advise and as ist him, but in his desire to pre ent his case, 
the visitor pre-occupied and burdened with him elf, con­
sumes most of the time of the interview in giving out super­
fluous information, time which hould have been employed 
in hearing what the other had to say and he needed to 
hear. God has many things of more importance to say to 
him who prays or desires to do so than he conld have to 
say to God. It was so ,,,ith Uo es at the hurnin~ bnRh. so 
with Jacob at Bethel, so ~vith Samnel at Shiloh in t he 
Sanctuary by night, so with Elijah at the Cave in 110reb, 
often RO with Chri t and HiR di dp]eR, so with 'Mariha alld 
'Mary at Bethany so with John at Patmos, :md may he ~() 

with ourselves. In any ca e the promi es hold good: "They 
hall not be ashamed that wait on me." 

"Blessed are all they that ,,,ait on Him." "They that wait 
on Jehovah shall renew their trength." 

I will hear what the Lord my God shall ay unto me. 
Speak, Lord, for Thy servant heareth. 
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Relativity and the Absolute 
By Rev. David S. Clark, D.D. 

~
WIVEL-CHAIR abstractions ? No, practical ethics. 
For as a man thinketh in his heart so is he. It 
makes some difference in a man's IHe whether hjH 

philosophy i ReJativity or the Absolute. 
There are some fads in philosophy; and philosophie~ 

change like the fashions of women's bonnets. There are 
lords many and gods many in philosophy; and they mul ­
tiply at that. 

It is a far cry (rom the Idealism of Berkeley and llegel 
to the materialiHm of Tyndall and Haeckel. Berkeley denied 
the corporeity of the world; and Tyndall told the British 
Association for the Advancement of Science that "we must 
look to matter for the power and potency of all that is." 

There are even styles of Materialism and Idealism. It is 
some step from the materialism of Hobbes and Haeckel to 
the Behaviori m of John Dewey, or the super-behaviorism 
of the latel' philosophers who substitute for the human 
~oll l the mere l"e~polls of the organi m io it. environment. 
'rhe fal·t her tlLiR Laiter' philosophy pro eedH, the worse j t 
Lecome~. Matter Ita 'orne recognizable qualiti even if 
we dell)' it mentality. But to rest meutality 011 mere organi­
zation of neural and vital forces is to step hom terra firma 
into empty space. The newer materialism is more subtle 
and more irrational than the older. 

Idealism has had its development~. There is some differ­
ence between the Idealism of Berke ley and (hat of 'h('1-
Ling; and al 0 between both of them and the modern 
Idealism of Josiah Royce and James H. nowden. 

All Idealism loses the tangible world in the subjectiv 
conception. But there are difference even in that. Berke­
ley referred it to the fiat of God; but the later r dealj~ts to 
the all-pervading life of God,-a distinction which only 
makes the modern Idealism more ab truse anu ill 'ompl'e­
hensible, with a little tinge of Pantheism. 

The philo ophy of Fichte, Sche] l in~ and He~el is known 
;t' the philosophy of the Absolute. But the chief error in 
the philo ophy of Schelling and Hegel at least lay not in 
its Absolutism, but in its extreme Pantheism. 

There must be an Absolute. We may not be able to get 
onr fing l' on it, but it is a metaphy ical necessity. It 
takes its place in om' thinking a long with the axioms of 
Euclid, and the First Principles of Dr. McCo h. The Abso­
lute, together with the Infinite, is a necessity of thought. 
It is questionable whether the relative is conceivable apart 
from the Absolute, in regard to which it is relative. 01' 
can the relative be relative to another relativity, the second 
as uncertain as the first? 

When we proceed aJon~ these lines we discover that 
relatiYity ends in universal doubt. That is why the discu -
sion of this snbject has a religious value. This is not swivel­
chair philmlOphy. Tt i~ the solvency or bankruptcy of all 
though t , life, and truth. 

Here we toneh the qlle~tion, not only what is truth? bnt 
there ally truth? Some Ellrope:w writer recently de-

clared that relativity is worse than materialism. Quite 
true. Materialism believed something i-held that its pre­
mises were true,- argued on the basis of those premises to 
what it thought were legitimate conclusions. It kept its 
feet on the ground to say the least. But Relativity stands 
in a quagmire without bottom. It is not worth while to 
argue with Relativity, because no premi e, for it, has any 
certainty. And no argument can be built on universal 
negation. If all is uncertain, then relativity is as uncer­
tain as all the rest. And therefore its very uncertainty is 
uncertain; and thus it de troys itself. 

Further if Relativity is destructive of truth, it is like­
wise destructive of religion and morality. The most soul­
blasting heresy in the world is to think that there is noth­
ing right and nothing wrong and it doesn't make any 
difference anyway. No religion nor morality can survive 
such a philosophy. How refreshing to turn from the 
vagaries of the world to th faith of the New Testament 
and hear Paul and John say: "I know", "I know." 

l{,elatlvity applie~ to OB ly a few l'ealm~ of humall knowl ­
edge, and is questionable e,"en thel"e. Jf it outains in the 
sphere of the empirical, and e'"en that is not absolutely 
certain always and everywhere, at least we are sure that 
it has no place in consciou~nes~ . There is no disputing 
with consciollsness that I am, 01' that I know my states, 
01' my per. onal i.dentity. 

either have the mathematical certainties been weak­
en d by any claims of relativity. The multiplication table 
j~ goon for all time and all worlds; and true in spite of 
all phi]o~ophies. ,,\Ve think th re are some things in human 
knowledge that may lay claim to being fundamental truth. 
Fundamentalism, whether in religion or philosophy, is the 
only rational standpoint. 

It is supposed that the New Physics favors Relativity, 
and that therefore Relativity has a quasi scientific basis. 
But the New Physics is itself only a theory and in need of 
verification. And another generation will probably leave 
most of it on the scrap-heap, while some newer theory will 
clamor for recognition. 

Our humble conviction js that the Quantum Theory wilJ 
not stand; and that Enel'gism as a philosophy i unthink­
able. Much is said these days about "pure energy." We 
venture to think that there is no such thing. Energy does 
not exist apart from substance. Energy as we know it in 
this world is an effect, and cannot exist without a cause. 
It is not sui generis. As there can be no motion without 
something that moves, so there can be no force without 
something that gives ri e to it. 

We are far from thinking that the resolution of the atom 
into electricity has banished matter. The resultant elec­
tricity is still material ~ubstance, according to the best 
anthoritje~. No bridge has been found to span the gap 
hetween matter and spirit, and the chasm is too wide to 
leap across. Up to the presen t we are decidedly dualists. 
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An assumed veloci ty has been invoked to destroy the 
fact of gravitation, and the estimate of measurements. If 
the earth should hurtle through space 161,000 miles per 
second our horizontal, head-on yard sticks would be re­
duced to 18 inches, and the distance from Philadelphia to 
Harrisburg, or from Pittsburgh to Altoona would shrink 
to 50 miles. So that attraction and distance are relative 
to velocity. 

Even admitting the principle for the sake of generosity, 
what we are concerned with is not what would result under 
unreal and impossible conditions, but what is the fact 
under the conditions that now exist. 

Alluding to another phase of the subject. Einstein's 
algebraic equations are incomprehensible to the ordinary 
scholar, not because Algebra is incomprehensible; but be­
cause of the values, or rather lack of values, attributable to 
the terms. In Algebra if a,b,c have assigned values, then 
x,y,'lJ are easily deducible. But if a,b,c represent nothing 
definite, nor numerical, what conclusion can be arrived at 
as to x,y,z? This seems to us another phase of the quag­
mire. 

For example, PI'ofes 01' Edington says: "If today you 
ask a physicist what he has finally made out the aether or 
the electron to be, the arUl\ver win not be a description in 
terms of billiard balls 01' flywheel~ or anything concrete ; 

he will point instead to a number of symbols and a set of 
mathematical equations which they satisfy. What do the 
symbols stand for? The mysterious reply is given that 
physics is indifferent to that; it has no means of probing 
beneath the symbolism. To understand the phenomena of 
the physical world it is necessary to know the equations 
which the symbols obey but not th e nature of that which 
is being symbolized." 

One could wish for something more concrete; and won­
ders whether such indefinite processes insure reality in 
the visible and tangible world in which we live. 

We think that even in this age of uncertainty there are 
some things certain enough to enable n to say with the 
man born blind: "One thing I know." 

We think too that in this time when uncertainty is ex­
ploited in physics and philosophy, the Absolute deserves 
renewed emphasis. A merely empirical philosophy may re­
sult in the Unknowable of Herbert Spencer. But there is 
an a prioris1n that has to be recognized, and the Absolute 
is a metaphysical necessity. The laws of thought are as 
valid and far more certain than scielltific experimentation. 

Religion and morality find a Gibraltar in the Absolute. 
while Relati vity pt'esents itself as The Beautiful I Ie of 
Nowhere. 

Presbyterianisl1l~ Lu theranisl1l and Methodisl1l: 
Our COl1ll1lon Heritage and Our Differences 

By Dr. Loraine Boettner, Professor of Bible, Pikeville College, Pikeville, Ky. 

Part III 
Evangelicalism 

l'iJ
' E SHOULD notice that in the R'eformed Church 
, ~ the Reformation was much more radical and com­
" plete than in the Lutheran Church. While both 

churches accepted the Bible as their final authority, the 
tendency in the Lutheran Church was to keep all of the 
old system which did not have to be thrown out, while in 
the Reformed Church the tendency was to throw out all 
that did not have to be kept. Many Lutherans even at the 
present day boast that theil's was a "conservative reforma­
tion." The fact of the matter is that some few elements 
of the old acerdotal or pri estcraft syst m are still found in 
Lutheranism. 'While the evangelicalism of the Prote tant 
churches was set over against the legalistic system of the 
Roman Ohurch in which it was taught that man could 
receive salvation only through the instrumentalities of the 
Church, it is fairly clear that the evangelicalism of the 
Lutheran Church was formed on the basis of the sacer­
dotalism of the old church , ont of which they had made a 
rather painful but not altogether perfect exit, while that 
of the Reformed hurch was based only on the Scriptures 
as a guide and ,vas; designed to contrast as strongly as pos­
sible with the old system. True evangelicali. m sweeps away 
very intermediary betwe n the oul al1d it. God , and 

leaves the person dependent for salvation on God alone. 
Evangelicalism does not do away with the church and its 
ordinances, but keep them in their proper place as instru­
mentalitieA through which the Holy Spirit ordinarily 
works in bringing a soul to salvation. 

Lutheranism, like Romanism, teaches that the grace of 
God i. conveyed maillly- some' say only- through the 
means of grace, stress being laid not on the sacraments 
but on the Word, which is referred to as the chief "means 
of gI'ace." True, in Lutheran sacerdotalism we do not hear 
much abou t "the h urch," which is the very heart of 
Roman sacerdotalism for at thi point the ystem is not 
very cons istent. But in holding that saving grace i given 
mainly or only through the means of grace, it imposes a 
set of instrllmentalitje between the sinner .and hi God. 
This means that the 'entl'al evil of acerdotalism has been 
brought over into Lutheranism; and wheI'e it is con­
sistently worked out we find men exalting the means of 
grace and giving proportionally less a Hen tion to the Holy 
Spirit who is the true agent in all of these saving opera­
tions. Hence the energy with which the Reformed have 
insisted that, while the mean of grace are important in 
their place as in trnment for developing and strengthen­
ing faith , the Holy .spirit works immediately upon the soul 
in regeneration and brings the person from a state of 
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spiritual ueath into a state of spiritual life. Romanism 
inserted the hUl'ch and the priesthood between the be­
liever and his God; we insist on a direct contact between 
the soul and God, and cannot allow the imposing of any 
set of instrumentalities on which man is tempted to de­
pend. If such is permitted, the soul is betrayed into a 
mechanical conception of salvation such as held sway in 
Catholicism. The church and the means of grace then 
usurp first place in the thought of the believer, and he 
loses much of the joy and power which comes from a direct 
and conscious communion with God. Fortunately the ele­
·ments of sacerdotalism in the Lutheran system are not 
consistently carried out. 

General Considerations Relating to the Arminian System 
While evangelical Christians agree that salvation is to 

be had only through the grace of God, and that this grace 
is exerted directly upon the soul, they differ as to whether 
God exerts His saving power in a general way upon all 
men alike, or whether He has selected certain individuals 
from the fallen race and actually save tllem. The question 
is, Doe the reuemptive wOl'k of 11 L'i ,t mel"ely open up a 
way of salvation fOl" all men, leaving it to each individllal 
10 make the uecl. 'i\'e choice as to whether or not he will 
accept thi s grace, 01' doe it effectively anu infallibly save 
particular persons for whom it was intendeu? 01' again, 
Do the saving operations of God really save, or do they 
merely render salvation possible? The Reformed Church 
holds that God has chosen particular persons for salvation 
and that He infallibly RaV('. them. 'rb e l\fethodi t and 
Lutheran chur h s hold that sadng grace.is given to a)j 
men alike. 

The Reformed hurch has deyeloped its theology with 
remorseless logic, setting forth its distinctive doctrines in 
the so-called "Five points of Calvini m," which are, 'rotal 
Inability, Unconditional Election, Limited Atonement, Effi­
cacious Grace, and the Perseverance of the Saints. Space 
does not permit us to discu s all of these doctrine in the 
short compass of this article. Our chief concern, however, 
is with the doctrine of election, and we shall just consider 
that briefly. 

There are some, of course, who deny that there has been 
any such thing as an election at all. They start at the very 
word as though it were a pectre jll ,t come from the shades 
and never een before. And yet, ill the New Testament 
alone, there are some forty-sevell or forty-eight references 
to the doctrine. Others accept the word but attempt to 
explain away the meaning. They pl'ofe s to believe in a 
"conditional election," based, as they suppose, on foreseen 
faith and evangelical obedience in its objects. This, of 
course, destroys election in any intelligible sense of the 
term, and reduces it to a mere recognition or prophecy 
that at some future time certain persons will be possessed 
of these qualitie . If based on faith and evangelical obedi­
ence, then, as it has been cynically phrased, God is careful 
to elect only those whom He foresees will elect themselves. 
In the Arminian system election is reduced to a mere word 
or name, the use of which only tends to involve the subject 
in greater obscurity and confusion. A mere recognition that 

these qualities will be present at som future time is an 
election falsely so-called, or simply no election at all. And 
some Arminians, consistently carrying out their own doc­
trine that the person mayor may not accept, identify the 
time of this decree of election with the death of the be­
liever, as if only then his salvation became certain. 

It appears on the face of it that an evangelicalism which 
applies to all men indiscriminately and yet fails to save 
such a large number as we see being lost in the world 
about us must be very inconsistent. Ju t because it is God 
and God alone who saves Hi people, His saving work 
must be efficacious. Arminianism allows that after God 
has done all He can for our salvation, we may remain just 
what we were before. Calvinism holds that it is inconceiv­
able that the work of Almighty God, to whom belong all 
the resources of power and wi dom and majesty, should 
fail in regard to anyone of its objects, that in this saving 
process God deals not with humanity in the mass but with 
individual men one by one, upon each of whom He lays 
hold with His grace, and each of whom He brings to 
salvation. We insist that it iF; not merely a general oppor­
tunity to be saved, but actual salvation which God bringA 
to each of His -ho en peopl " If the atonement doe 110 

more for anyone man than it does rOt· all men alBee, then 
it does no t definitely ave ally oue, (or cel'(ainly llOt all 
men are saved. What we must choose between i , an atone­
ment of high value, or an atonement of wide extension. 
The two cannot go together. When the aton{'ment iR made 
universal it intrin ic value i. evaporated. 

While alvinism emphasize the sover ignty of God in 
salvation, Arminianism emphasizes the human side, in­
sisting especially on faith and evangelical obedience in the 
believer . It exalts the will of man to such a place of 
dignity that God Himself mURt work on it mainly througb 
good example and moral per uasion. ·No matter what 
explanation is given to prove tbat God' work of redemp­
tion applie to all men universally, it invariably results 
in the wreck of the evangelical principle. Somewhere along 
the way the really decisive factor in salvation is taken out 
of the hands of God and is put into the hands of men. 
This is not often clearly seen nor frankly admitted by 
Lutherans and :Methodists, but it was clearly seen and 
frankly admitted a few years ago by Professor W. F. 
Steele, of the University of Denver, who wrote in The 
Methodist Review: "When one ays, 'I believe in God, the 
Father Almighty,' he means it with reserve, for in the 
domain of man's moral choices under grace, man himself 
is almighty, according to God's self-limitation, in making 
man in His image and after His likeness." TIe goes on to 
ay that God Himself has a creed which begins: "I believe 

in man, almighty in his choices." 

It should be quite clear that this principle consistently 
carried out takes the heart out of true religion, the very 
e sence of which is a sense of absolute dependence on God. 
If the free will of man is set over against the sovereign will 
of God, man is at least entitled to some credit for his good 
choices. Salvation ceases to be by pure grace, God and man 
then share the glory of redemption, and human works 
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llSUI'P a more or less pl'ominent place in the system. The 
parting of the ways js the old parting of the ways between 
Christianity and naturalism. In all of these compromising 
schemes the substance of evangelicalism is evaporated, and 
we are invited to recognize the remainder as genuine Chris­
tianity, because, forsooth, the person is still saved by faith 
in Christ. True evangelicalism allows no merits to human 
works of any kind. It proclaims the poverty and bank­
ruptcy of the sinner, and ~ets oyer against that the inex­
haustible riches of grace. 

Some have objected to the doctrine of election on the 
grounds that it represents God as acting in an unjust man­
ner. They have failed, however, to take into consideration 
the doctrine of original sin which lies back of this doctrine. 
They forget that this doctrine finds the whole race a fallen 
mass, guilty and polluted, and that when all might have 
been left to suffer the just consequence of their sin, God, 
in pure mercy and unmerited love, chose out of this fallen 
mass an innumerable multitude on whom He would confer 
the blessings of salvation. With the doctrine of original sin 
as a background, men are een not as innocent and deserv­
ing but rather as a group of guilty and condemned crimi­
nals before a righteous judge. 

Let us settle it in oUI' minds once for all that no member 
of Ollr fallen I'ace has in himself a "right" to salvation. 
Salvation is a miracle of almighty grace, and when a per­
son finds himself possessed of it he can only be filled with 
wonder and adoration a~ he contemplates the marvels of 
God's love. To demand that all criminals shall have "an 
equal chance" to escape their penalties, and to carry this 
idea into God's dealings with sinful men, is to mock at the 
very idea of justice. When all deserved punishment, God, 
acting with unmerited love, was pleased to choo e out or 
this mass an innumerable multitude whom He would bring 
to salvation, to send His Only Begotten Son to take their 
place before the law and to suffer and die in their stead. 
Those who are not elected are imply left in their previous 
state of ruin. No undeserved punishment is inflicted upon 
them. hence no one ShOllld object to this part of the decree. 
The marvel is that when all deserved punishment God sees 
fi t to pardon any. 

It is, of course, a mere caricature of the Calvinistic sys­
tem to represent it as finding its center in a proclamation 
that only a few people are saved. The doctrine of election 
in itself tells us nothing abont what the relative propor­
tion between the saved and the lost shall be, and it is a 
well-known fact that the outstanding Calvinistic theo­
logians have held that the large majority of mankind would 
ultjmately be found among the elect. What the Calvinist 
in ist upon primarily in the doctrine of election is that 
God deals immediately with each individual soul rather 
than with humanity in the mass. He insists that God has 
set upon him personally and has purchased him through 
the precions blood of His Son to be re cned from sin and 
to become an heir of heaven. The relative proportion be­
tween the saved and the lost is finite another question, 
althongh, as a matter of fact, the alvinistic system, with 
its doctrines of sovereign election and efficacious grace, is 

the only system which could make logically possihle a sy -
tem of universal salvation if that view were not con­
tradicted by Scripture. 

The Presbyterian and Reformed churches have always 
been noted for their strongly doctrinal theology. "I know 
what I believe," ha been their battle cry, and their beliefs 
have always been formulated in clear-cut creedal state· 
ments. It may be argued that some of the doctrine are 
wrong, but that they are clearly and unequivocally stated 
in the creeds cannot be denied. That people who endured 
wars and persecution~ in order to gain religious freedom 
should have very decided theological views, is easily under­
stood. Those principles were expressed in their standards 
of faith and became deeply rooted in their lives. 

And since the Pre byterian and Reformed churches are 
creedal churches, it is an eaF;y matter to find out their 
faith. Every minister and ruling elder, as he is ordained to 
his office, solemnly pledges before God and men (1) that he 
believes the Bible to be the word of God, the only infallible 
rule of faith and practice, and (2) that he sincerely re­
ceives and adopts the Confession of Faith of the church a, 
containing the system of doctrine taught in the Holy 
Scriptures. The note of external authority which charac­
terizes truly Reformed and Pl'esbyterian preaching placeI'! 
it in strong contra t with many of the present·day systemH 
which substitute the subjective authority of individual or 
the collective religious experience of a group. 

Concluding Observations 
It is to be kept in mind that in this article we have at­

tempted to deal with genuine Presbyterianism, Lutheran­
ism and Methodi~m as set forth in their respective creeds, 
rather than with those Modernistic variations which have 
arisen in ome qnarters and which attempt to masquerade 
nnder the original names. The writer' opinion is that the 
Llltheran Chl1rch lIa suffered least from the inroads of 
Modernism, that the Presbyterian hurch ha~ suffered 
more, and that the Methodist hurch , a judged by itF; 
theological seminaries and its outstanding writers, has 
rrone over in large measure to views which heretofore have 
been found only in Unitarianism. The Lutheran Church 
has been a very conservative church from its earliest his­
tory, and, more impol·tant, the strong, positive stand which 
it has taken on the inspiration and infallibility of the 
Bible ha . kept it hom being- 0 much troubled by the 
negative higher cl'itici ill which has robbed so many other 
churche of their faith. Some of the Presbyterian and Re· 
formed denominations have remained quite true to their 
heritage; others have become quite lukewarm or even 
evasive toward their own doctrines. The writer has found 
but little zeal in his own church, the Pre byterian, U.S.A .. 
for the distinctive doctrines of the Reformed Faith, and 
is of the opinion that many of 011r people have carelessly 
accepted Arminian or Modernistic views. He is also of the 
opinion that the Methodist Church ha forsaken its evan­
gelical heritage as given by its great leader, .Tohn Wesley, 
and that it has quite generally gone over to a destructive 
Modernism which gives little promise for the future. 

(Continued on Page 88) 
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A Meditation 

"Who Ouickeneth the Dead" 
By Abraham Kuyper, D.D., LL.D. 

Translated by Rev. John Hendrik De Vries, D.D. '" 

God, who q'l.ltiokeneth the dead, and o(JUeth thos things which be not as though 

they were. Romans it: 17. 

A F TER the "It is finished" had 
sounded on Golgotha, when the 

man of sorrows had commended hi 
spirit into his father's hand, and had 
breathed out the breath of life, his soul 
went into Paradise, and he went into 
death, from which he was only to be 
released on the morning of the third 
day. 

This seems paradoxical; and you may 
well ask how it was possible that he 
could say to the penitent malefactor 
at his side: "This day shalt thou be 
with me in Paradise!" and go there 
himself that very day, and at the same 
time suffer actual death, and become 
in every sense a prey of death, and be 
so dead, that on Easter morning there 
could follow a real resurrection; no 
semblance, but an actual return unto 
life out of death? 

Involuntarily the bold question pre­
sents itself: Was Jesus dead in Para­
dise? 

However paradoxical this may sound, 
and however ready we may be to reject 
the saying as having neither rhyme nor 
reason, this Reeming paradox is the 
solution of the Easter mystery. 

For from the moment that he 
breathed his last on Golgotha until on 
the third morning the angel of God 
unlocked his tomb, Immanuel was dead 
'in Paradise. Or to say this more 
strongly still, for those who die in fel­
lowship with the Lord God, to be dead 
i. to be in Pal'udise. 

All the blessed that hay gone befor 
al'e still in death be 'ause they are in 
Paradise' and at the hour in whicb 
the dead shall hear the voice of the Son 
of God, these dead are they who have 
fallen asleep in Jesus, and have been 
in Paradise ever since, awaiting the 
hour of their resurrection and perfect 
redemption. 

For however godly one may be at 
death, dying is ever a going into death, 
as the soul is violently separated from 
the body, and existence is continued in 
a state of deprivation. 

Death breaks the tie of life which 
creative Almightiness had established 
according to the divine ordinance. 

From a small heap of dust to fashion 
a body, and make it an organ for the 
oul, and to form the soul, which is 
piritual, so that in this fleshly garb it 

can most gloriously exhibit itself, and 
then in th white heat of God's loy 
to forge body and soul into one human 
being, this is the miracle that was 
wrought in Paradise, according to Gen. 
2: 7, where we read : "And the Lord 
formed man from of the dust of the 
g-round, and breathed into his nostrils 
the breath of life; and so man became 
a living soul." 

And if this is so, what can be more 
terrible than the separation between 
these two, so that the lifeless body lies 
in one place and the disembodied soul 
is elsewhere ? Yet this takes place when 
we die, and continued existence in a 
state of separation is death. Death for 
the body, which apart from the soul 
rests in the grave, and death for the 
soul, which apart from the body is in 
Paradise. For grant to that soul as 
rich an enjoyment as you please--and 
the idea of Paradise is richly sugges­
ti ve of delight-the soul is in a state 
of deprivation, is estranged from its 
other half, and lacks that without 
which it can not attain unto full honol' 
and glory. And therefore they that 
have been washed in the blood of the 
Lamb cry out from Paradise : How 
long, 0 Lord! For in Paradise the 
thirst after greater glory continues to 
consume them. They thirst to become 
perfect man again. They are homesicl r 
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for the body that is theirs_ And so long 
a the graves are not opened, death 
keeps its hold on them. Death which 
(0 the soul is separation hom the body. 

There i a yet more terrible death, 
which not merely severs the tie be-
1 ween body and soul, but severs the tie 
between the soul and God. Then the 
:;.;oul is not merely held of death, but is 
itself dead. But we do not speak of this 
DOW. There must be no confusion. The 
regeneration of God's children already 
delivers them from this inward death, 
for them God in Christ restored the 
relation agaju between their oul and 
his Eternal Self. And fellowship be­
tween the soul and the Eternal itself 
is Paradise to all who enter there. But 
that this fellowship is tasted in an un­
natural state, in a state of isolation 
and depri va tion, as pure soul, bereft of 
its other half, and hence not in the full 
sense as man, this is deat,h. 

If you tl'nly believe with the heart 
and confess with the mouth that to be 
a real man 1 he Son of God took your 
human natm'e npoll Himself, and that 
in all thing , sin excepted, He became 
one like you, then it goes without say­
ing that the man Christ Jesus under­
went the selfsame death, whereby he 
was brought into the selfsame state. 

Let no one say: What concern was 
the material body to the holy Jesus? 
What could this separation between his 
soul and body detract from the happy 
state of his glory? For such sayings, 
which are not spoken spiritually but 
nnspiritually, kill your Easter joy, as 
they minify and nndervalue the mean­
ing of Jesus' Resurrection. God has ap­
pointed the order of the body for man. 
God has created man bj parti te of sou 1 
and body. It is the will and the wisdom 
of God that there can be no fulness, no 
rich development of a human being 
apart from indwelling in the body. So 
it is not your good pleasure, but the 
good pleasure of your Lord and 

reatol', that man apart from the body 
can not be p'erfectly happy. If thel'e is 
to be any glory in man, it is that he 
shall for ever be in union with the body. 
And Immanuel became man, and there­
fore that law of God applied also to 
him. 

Clearly visualize therefore what took 

• Copyrif~ht by the Translator. 
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plate, til' ,t at Bethlehem, then on Gol­
gotha, and pI'esently on Easter mol'll, 
The 'B three hang together, 

When the Word that was God and 
with God became flesh, the Son of God 
received not only a human soul, but 
also a human body, and the creative 
act of God so united these two and 
made them one, that with respect to 
both parts he was man. 

On Golgotha these two parts of Ollr 
Lord's being were torn apart. Death on 
Golgotha separated that oul and body 
which, wondrously woven together, 
had cradled in the manger of Bethle­
hem. S~ Jesus underwent anti-natural 
(against nature) violence. His body 
now was lifeless, and his disembodied 
soul was in a state of deprivation. Un­
clothed, as St. Paul puts it in pregnant 
figure of speech in 2 Cor. 5: 4. So his 
body was dead, because it was sepa­
rated from his soul, and his soul lay in 
the bands of death, because it had been 
sundered from his body. Wherever the 
body of Jesus had been be1'ol'e, there 
his soul also had been. But now such 
was not so, and soul and body each 
had an experience of its own. Robbed 
of the soul the body was laid in the 
grave, and deprived of its body the 
soul went into the provisional, bnt a'l­
ways yet limited happiness of Para­
dise. 

But this could not be permanent. 
According to God's ordinance this is 
not man's destiny. The soul alone is 
not the whole man. Also with Jesus 
this was not ,so. The sonl must have it 
body back again. And thu through the 
re-union of the two, both soul and body 
were to pass from the state of death 
into that of glory. 

And that on the third morning 
Jesus' soul was led out from Paradise, 
was brought into fellow" hjp with the 
body that had been entombed, was fol' 
ever re-united with the same by divine 
Almightiness, and that thu. th man 
Christ Jesus, as to soul and body both, 
broke the power of death and overcame 
the same,' is now your Easter jubila­
tion, the Psalm of Resurrection, the 
rising of Immanuel. 

Precisely the same await all the 
children of God. All the blessed that 
went before are still in that state of 
disembodiment, of deprivation, of sep-
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al'ation, and though in Paradise they 
taste the sweetness of fellowship with 
thei I' God, they al'e still in the bands 
of death. But for them too the hour 
draws near, which for Jesus dawned 
already on the third morning, when 
God's angels will hover over their 
grave, their souls also will go out from 
Paradise, to re-unite themselves with 
their bodies, and in the wholeness of 
their humanity, both of soul and body, 
they wi1l enter into glory. 

But Jesus the firstfruits. With him 
first this miracle' took place. While .the 
rest are eyer yet partly in death he 
passed out from the power of death 
fully and completely already on the 
third morning. We do not consider 
here what may be called exceptions, as 
in the case of Moses and Elijah. Upon 
this mystery God has not shed light. 
But St. Panl speaks of Christ as "the 
:firstfruit of them that slept." And in 
him like happjnes~ :1.WaitH all the ddl ­
dren of God, bnt every man in his 0\\,11 

order: hrist the fir tfrnits; and, 
then, after a pause of ten tudes, they 
that al'e Clui.,t's at his 'oming, whethel' 
they died in the days of Noah and 
Abraham, or in our own times. 

But from whatever angle it i viewed, 
the Resurrectiou borrow all its sig­
nificance and greatness from this won­
drom; fact, that by God's Almightiness 
a being which had been torn apart by 
death, is restor d to his original state 
again. 

Son] and body belong together and 
death tears 1hem "'part. And in the 
Resurrection God, by His Almighti ­
ness, not only puts that sOlll and that 
body together again, but he do~s this 
in such a way, that now they can not 
be separated again. "Death hath no 
more power over him." 

And the holy apo. tIe Panl defines 
the mira ,Ie of the Resurrection a : 
"the exceeding greatness of his power, 
which he wrought in Christ, when he 
J'ni ed him from the dead" (Eph. 1: 19, 
20); and writing to the church of 
Rome, he directly connects this qnid:­
ening of Christ with the work of the 
creation (Rom. 4: 17-23). 

The obviousness is evident. It is 
perspicuous. 

God the Lord, "who calleth things 
which be not as though they were," is 
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the same, says St. Paul, as he "who 
quickeneth the dead." In the :fil'st 
C1'eato.r, in the second Re-creator. 

These original ties express most 
wondrously the creative power of the 
Lord; the tie that binds the soul to 
God, and the tie that binds together 
body and sou1. It means the creation 
of wondrous life. Only when soul and 
body have been forged together, does 
man live, or as Moses writes: "and man 
be arne a living sou1." 

That wondrous tie reflect the glory 
of the reator. It magnifies his majesty 
and honor. By it an creation iH 
crowned. 

But death tears apart what God has 
united. Not as tho·ugh death were an 
independent power outside 01' over 
against God. On the contrary, death 
too is the power of God. But as a 
spring which you wind and which 
breaks, strikes you in the face anci 
draws blood, by power which you YOlll'­

self have put into it, so is death wi th 
God. It is the divine power of life whi 'h 
turns into its opposite, and thel'efOl'C 
is so terribly destructive. As God put 
the tie between soul and body', it CO'Ltld 

break, indeed, was bound to break so 
oon a man allowed the tie between 

his soul and God to break. This wa 
the tension of the condition, that God 
put those awful powers together in 
their relation of mutual dependente, 
and then placed the pivot in man's 
hands, which, so long as it was held ill 
place, in ured the maintenance of a]] 
things, but likewi e, when in anger, 
man turned it the wrong way, sud­
denly released all tho e powers from 
their bearings and allowed them to 
work havoc in his inmost self. 

So the whole creation was one awful, 
one mighty, wondrously constructed 
organ, and man's free will choice waQ 

actually the pivot that could maintain 
the proper working of thi universe, 01' 

make it turn to self-destruction. 
And man turned that pivot away 

from God. 'rhen came self-destl'llctiol1, 
This was death. A death which lUan 

himself was bound at length sharply to 
experience, when his soul and body 
were to be torn apart. 

Now see the re-creation in all her 
glory. 

While you, 0 man, didst ruin the 
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whole machine by your folly, so that 
now all the powers of the creation [Ire 
tUl'lled destrnctively in upon you, until 
impotently you succumb, the Restorel' 
comes, the Re-creator, the Re-fashioner, 
He, the Lord your God, and proclaims: 
Thu8 far OInd no further, and by the 
mysterious power implied in the idea 
of Resurrection arrests those raging 
powers of self-destruction. 

He who in the beginning did su h 
wondrous, creative work, once more 
applies the selfsame creative Almighti­
ness. He wove body and soul together, 
and now that they have been torn 
asunder, He, your God, can bring them 
together again. He who speaks and it is 
done, who commands and it stands 
fast (Ps. 33: 9). He who once bound, 
can bind again. Lo, Christ rises from 
the dead, in him the miracle is wrought. 

But how? 
Not by a new creation; that would 

ha ve been easier. No, but by healing' 
what was broken, by putting together' 
again what had been torn apart. An(l 
ee how wondrously this proceeds. 

Man, as we said by way of comparison, 
had been given the pivot in hand, which 
was to determine the maintenance or 
the self-destruction of the whole wheel­
work of the creation. He turned that 
pivot away from God, and the most 
awful self-destruction followed. And 
now comes the second Adam. God 
places the mis-directed pivot in his 
hand. He puts it right. And from self­
destruction proceeds the re-creation. 
And it is again from the moral center 
of man's freewill choice_ "Lo, I come 
to do thy will. In the volume of the 
book it is written of me!" 

Now you realioo how much more 
there is here than there was in the 
first creation. Then, if we may so ex­
press ourselves, the ground was clear 
and the master builder was free to 
build according to his will. ,But at . the 
Resurrection, at the Re-creation alJ 
this is entirely diffel'ent. Everything i 
in ruins, it is all a rubbish-heap, and 
the work of art that has now to be 
achieved is, to build again upon those 
same rent foundations, of those broken 
stones, and of these splintered tie· 
beams, the house as it was at first, 
only far stronger now, and with far 
grea ter splendour. 
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This is that "exceeding gl'eatnes of 
his power" which, St. Paul declares, 
wa wrought in the Re urrection oC 

hl'ist. 

It was building from debri , a weav­
ing of tangled threads, the setting up 
ngain of the mighty apparatu with 
uent wheel and broken prings. For 
Immanuel had not taken a n ew) but 
O1/)r, nature upon himself, Ruch as it 
,,,as after we had corrupted it. And in 
.J esns' Resurrection God brought that 
nature back again to won droll glory. 

'What i more, this Re-creation waR 
guaranteed at the same time against 
the possibility of a econd Relf-destruc­
tion. What our elders said: The crea- . 
tion gave us a l08eable good, while the 
good of regeneration is unlo8eable, also 
applies here. In the creation the tie 
between soul and body was such that 
it could break; in the Re·creation it is 
thus strengthened that a break is for 
('vermore impossible. 

Hence the word "gloJ'Y" that 
describes these still higher products of 
art. God is more glorious in his Re­
creation than he was in his first crea­
tion. In looking upon the first, he saw 
that it was good; only, there was no 
g1.1arantee that it would remain good. 
And this higher good God offers us in 
the miracle of his creative almighti­
ness. Here that Almightiness exhibits 
a still greater power of its might. For 
when the Word became flesh, the soul 
and body of Jesus had wondrously been 
woven together by God' Almightiness, 
but they could be torn apart. Jesus 
could fall into the power of death. He 
could die. 

But when on Easter morn he steps 
from the tomb, and the reflection of 
angels falls upon him, he can no more 
aie. His soul and body are united again 
by so wondrous an Almightiness, that 
no power of death or hell can ever 
(livide them again. 

So in the Resurrection of hrist the 
glory of the creation ordinance tri ­
umphs. God created that creation ordi· 
nance such that it could break, because 
he knew that, in case it would break, 
he had the yet greater power to re­
('reate the ame, so that in the splendor 
of a yet far greater glory it would be 
un b1'eakable. 
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And so he allowed it to break, that 
the yet more illustrious glory of reo 
creative Almightiness might be His. 

The Lord is great in all His works! 

Jehovah Tsidkenu­
Jeremiah 23:6 
The Watchword of the 
Reformers 

I once was a strangel' to grace and to God. 
I knew not my danger; I felt not my load. 
Though friends spoke in rapture of Christ 

on the tree, 
Jehovah Tsidkenu meant nothing to me. 

loft read with pleasure, to soothe, or 
engage, 

Isaiah's wild measure, and John's simple 
page. 

But even when they pictured the blood­
sprinkled tree, 

Jehovah Tsidkenu seemed nothing to me. 

Like tears from the daughters of Zion that 
roll, 

I wept when the waters went over His soul; 
Yet thought not that my sins had nailed 

Him to the tree. 

Jehovah Tsidkenu-'twas nothing to me. 

When free grace awoke me by light from 
on high, 

Then legal fears shook me. I trembled to 
die. 

No refuge, no safety, in self could I see. 

Jehovah Tsidkenu my Saviour must be. 

My terrors all vanished before that sweet 
name. 

My guilty fears banished, with boldness I 
came 

To drink at the fountain, life-giving, and 
free. 

Jehovah Tsidkenu-is all things to me. 

Jehovah Tsidkenu! My treasure and boast! 
Jehovah Tsidkenu! I ne'er can be lost! 

In Thee I shall conquer, by flood and by 
field. 

My cable, my anchor, my bl'ea t -plate and 
shield. 

Even treading the "valley," the shadow of 
death, 

This "watchword" shall rally my faltering 
breath, 

For, while from life's fever my God sets me 
free, 

Jehovah Tsidkenu-my death song shall be. 

ROBERT MURRAY MCCHEYNE. 
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Missions 
By Mrs. ·George P. Pierson 

((Beloved, think it not strange con­
cernilng the fiery trial which is to try 
you, as though some strange thing hap­
pened unto you."-I Peter 4:12. 

* * * 
((If Ulny man suffer as a Christian, 

let him not be ashamed,. but let him 
glorify God on this behalf."-I Peter 
4:16. 

* * * 
((Wherefore let them that suffer ac­

cording to the will of God commit the 
keeping of their souls to Him in well 
doing, as unto a faithful Creator."­
I Peter 4 :19. 

* * * 
Now we know-since St. Paul has 

told us- that "all that will live godly 
in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecu­
tion" (2 Tim. 3 :12). And from his time 
on many missionaries and ministers 
have suffered persecution and still are 
being persecuted: 

"Of the 83 pastors still remaining 
within the boundaries of Soviet Russia, 
47 have been suffering for years in con­
centration camps on the White Sea OJ' 

in Siberia. Two were recently con­
demned to death ; others have been 
forced to stop their work."- (lIfis ion­
ary R eview of the World for May.) 

"Dr. Keller, in the World D01ninion 
Pra,yer Bulletin, January to March, 
1936, reports that there is now a dan­
ger of complete extinction of the 
Church in Russia. The Reformed 
Church is wiped out. The 200 Lutheran 
pastors are reduced to 1 . Orthodox 
priests are continually being shot and 
the bishops sent to prison." 

We learn too from the May numb r 
of the Missionary Review of the W01~ld, 

p. 267, that hina Inland MissionarieR 
are still being captured by ommuni t8 
in China. A "M 1'. Bosshal·t still remains 
in captivity since 1934, with hi s whe l· ·~ ­

abouts unknown. ' 
So that persecution for preaching 

the Gospel seems to be as . old as the 
Gospel itself. 

But it remained for our day for pel'­
secu tion to take the form not only of 
forcing preachers to stop their work, 

but of preventing them from beginning 
their work, as some Church authoritie, 
seem to be doing now in the U.S.A. 

* * * 
Apropos of current criticism of Mis­

sions a recent Lutheran writer quoted 
in the May lIfissiona;ry Review of the 
TVorZd, p. 261, is perhaps right when 
he says: "What is wanting in the Mis­
sionary enterprise is not new machin­
ery or methods (though he himself ad­
vocates as a new economy measure the 
almost exclusive use of unmarried 
Missionaries ) but the necessity for a 
fresh outburst of spiritual life in the 
Church." 

So, too, the Rev. Herbert Lockyer, of 
Liverpool: "Spiritual regeneration is 
the supl'eme need of the world." And 
he quote Sir Philip Gibb : "All OUl' 

boasted ad\'ance in scientific adventure~ 
and discoverT will be our national un­
doing unle s we can re over our l'e­

ligious faith." 
That "fresh outbursts of spiritual 

life" are needed on the field as well as 
at home is seen from the recent ex­
perience of Presbyterian Missionaries 
at Lubondai in the ongo, who, "bur­
dened by the need for a fre h outpour­
ing of the Holy Spirit, set apart a week 
to humble them elves before God ... 
with the result that a Revival sprang 
up among them which spread to the 
native evangelists and hundreds of 
their converts." (May jJ{issiona1~y R e­
view of the TVorld, p. 264.) 

This exactly par·allels what occurred 
in the early years of Missions in Korea: 
After the Missionaries had ought and 
received an outpouring of the Holy 
Spirit on themselve , a great Revival 
broke out which wa the b ginning of 
the eminently 'uccessful Missional'Y 
, ork in Korea hom that day to this. 
Perhap this has something to do with 
the fact that there al'e 31 "second gen­
era tion Missionaries" working in 
Korea today. 

* * * 
Alexander McLeish, in the April 

World Dominion, p. 140, says: "Owing 
to the exceptional co-operation of th e 
indigenons Chri tian Korea is by far 
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the most evangelized region of the Far 
East." 

More and more Missionaries are 
l'ealizing the value of this co-operation 
of the national Christians. A recent 
letter, dated March 26th, from Mrs. 
.James Orr, of the C. 1. M. at Yang-chon, 
ays of a certain place, "50 li a way" : 

"We have worked this place for a long 
time, and now we want to open up a 
new place for worship, and let the 

hristians from the nearest outstation 
work it." 

* * * 

From Kingdom Tidings for Febru­
ary, 19'36, we glean this interesting new 
item re Korea: "Last year a one-volume 
commentary on the Bible (The Abing­
don Commentary), which is very Mod­
ernistic, was translated into Korean 
and is being pushed. The Korean Pres­
byterian General Assembly has con­
demned it and forbidden its membel's 
to read it. The Assembly has now asketl 
the Theological Seminary and the 
Board of Christian Training to prepare 
a strongly evangelistic and conserva­
tive one, and a fine committee. of both 
Missionaries and Koreans has been ap­
pointed to undertake the work." 

Mr. Yune Sun Park, a distinguished 
special tudent at the Westminster 
Theological Seminary for several years, 
has just returned to Korea to assist in 
the work of this new Bible Commen­
tary. 

* * * 

"The Church Missionary Society re­
ports that an interesting development 
in connection with it hospital at Hang­
cho.w, China, is the contacts which are 
being made with Buddhist monks. It is 
estimated that there are some 30,00(} 
Buddhist monks in and around Hang­
chow, some of whom come to the hos­
pital for treatment. A former highly 
educat d monk who has become a 

hristian has joined the hospital staff 
as an evangelist. He and the doctor-in­
charge visit Buddhist monasteries in 
the neighborhood. They find that many 
of the monks are most anxious for 
Christian teaching. Special literature 
has been prepared at a centre for 
Buddhist work in Hong Kong, and an 
entirely unexpected opening for the 
Gospel has arisen in Buddhist circles." 
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- (World Dominion Pra;yer Bulletin, 
No. 44.) 

* * * 

Bishop Jolin McKim, who has just 
died in Honolulu, was for 56 years a 
devoted member of the American Epis­
copal Mission in J"apan. 

Immediately after his graduation he 
volunteered for Japan and landed there 
in 18'80. After 13 year spent with the 
Jlis ion in 0 aka, he was elected Bishop 
of Tokyo, a huge diocese extending 
from Osaka on the South to Aomon on 
the North, which has since been divided 
four times. 

He saw Japan develop from medireval 
feudalism to one of the modern great 
powers of the world. He saw his own 
'hurch grow from a few score Chris­

tian followers, without a single Japan­
ese clergyman, into a semi-autonomous 
branch of the Anglican Communion, 
self-governing, self-propagating, and to 
a considerable extent self-supporting. 

When the earthquake of 1923 de­
stroyed his beautiful cathedral and 
nearly all of the great plant in Tokyo 
which the Bishop had helped to erect 
through many years of effort, he sent 
his famous cable to New York: "All 
gone, but faith in God." 

Then, undaunted, at the age of 70 
he turned to the work of rebuilding. 
Three months after the earthquake, 
while To.kyo lay in ruins, he presided 
at the consecration of the first Jap­
anese Bishop, Dr . Joseph Motoda, and 
two days later, in Osaka, he conse­
crated the second Japanese Bishop, 
Dr. John N aide. 

"That Bishop McKim did fight a 
good fight and that he kept the faith 
no one can question. Never from his 
lips did one hear the watery heresy 
that one religion is as good as another, 
and that the chief end of foreign Mis­
sion is the helping of our Oriental 
Brother to l'ealize the b st that is in 
his own tradition and culture. To 
Bishop McKim, as to every notable 
figure in the long line of Missionary 
saints of all ages, even to the Apostles 
themselves, Christianity was the unique 
good news of the incarnate, crucified, 
risen Lord, by VVhose name alone man 
might be saved."- (The Living Church 
for April, 1936.) 
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Book Reviews 
AMERICAN PHILOSOPHIES OF RELI­

GION. By Henry Nelson Wieman and 
Bernard Eugene Meland. Willett, Clark 
& Co., pp. 370. $3.00. 

THIS somewhat imposing volume con­
tains both a survey and an appraisal 

of contemporary philosophies of religion in 
America. These philosophies of religion, ac­
cording to its authors, can best be under­
stood and appraised as current renderings 
of the dominant thought-traditions of the 
ages, viz., the tradition of supernaturalism, 
the tradition of idealism, the tradition of 
romanticism, and the tradition of natural­
ism. Under these heads many leading reli­
gious thinkers-fifty-six in all-are classi­
fied and their contributions to the philosophy 
of religion examined and interpreted from 
the viewpoint of the tradition of naturalism 
as understood and accepted by its authors. 
In classifying these thinkers under these 
four heads it is recognized that few if any 
of them belong wholly to the tradition with 
which they are identified but it is held that . 
in classifying them thus they have been 
classified according · to the dominant influ­
ence that has shaped their thinking. 

Philosophies of religion rooted in the 
tradition of supernaturalism are treated 
under two heads, "Traditional Supernatu­
ralists" (Machen, Mullins, and Patton) and 
"Neo-Supernaturalists" (Oman, Tillich, Rich­
ards, Niebuhr, Pauck, Lewis, Cell). Those 
rooted in the tradition of idealism under 
three heads, "Absolutists" (Royce, Hocking, 
Urban, Leighton, Cunningham, Adams), 
"Modern Mystics" (Jones, Bennett), and 
"Personalists" (Bowne, Brightman, Knud­
son, Flewelling, Buckham, McConnell, Wil­
son). Those rooted in the tradition of 
romanticism under three heads, "Ethical 
Intuitionists: Philosophical Group" (Mac­
intosh, Lyman, Beckwith), "Ethical Intui­
tionists: Theological Group" (Brown, Hor­
ton, Van Dusen, Bennett) and "Aesthetic 
Naturalists" (Santayana, Ransom, Browell, 
Alexander). Those rooted in the tradition 
of naturalism under four heads, "Evolu­
tionary Theists" (Boodin, Montague, Cal­
houn, Wright), "Cosmic Theists" (White­
head, Northrop, Conger, Noble, Overstreet), 
"Religious Humanists" (Otto, Sellars, Hay­
don, Lippmann), and "Empirical Theists" 
(Ames, Dewey, Mathews, Smith, Meland, 
Wieman). 

As might have been anticipated in view 
of the thorough-going naturalism of the 
authors of this volume, large attention is 
paid to the philosophies of religion rooted 
in naturalism-about twice the space is 
devoted to these philosophies that is de­
voted to any of the others. Hence it is not 
surprising that the least attention is paid 
to what is called traditional supernatural­
ism-only about fifteen pages-though it is 
admitted that the majority of religious 

people in the United States hold that view. 
Roman Catholic thinkers are completely 
ignored and only three Protestants are 
mentioned. Bare mention is made of its 
historic background and that apparently in 
the interest of presenting a naturalistic ex­
planation of its origin. More attention is 
paid to neo-supernaturalism which con­
fessedly did not originate in America, 
Barth and his followers being its chief 
proponents. As an ex-Presbyterian minister 
one would think that Wieman would have 
at least mentioned such supernaturalists as 
Orr, Kuyper, Warfield and Bavinck- espe­
cially Bavinck whose "The Philosophy of 
Revelation" (Stone Lectures) is an out­
standing contribution to the philosophy of 
religion. 

A large part of this volume is taken up 
with the views of men who for all prac­
tical purposes are atheists. It is an open 
question whether Wieman himself is not 
to be classed with the atheists, for while 
he uses the word God yet for him God is 
·not a person but rather a designation of 
that which is supremely worthful. Only as 
we keep in mind his definition of religion 
as devotion to that which is supremely 
worthful will it become clear to us why 
many of the views considered in this book 
are regarded as philosophies of. religion. 
As religion is understood by most, many 
of the views examined and interpreted in 
this volume are irreligious and even anti­
religious. In our opinion an atheistic reli­
gion is a contradiction in terms. 

In concluding Dr. Weiman attempts a 
forecast of the future. He holds that the 
main trends are toward supernaturalism on 
the one hand and naturalism on the other, 
due to the fact that the thinkers who have 
been listed under the traditions of idealism 
and romanticism show a tendency to move 
in one or the other of these directions. He 
seems to think it more doubtful whether in 
the more immediate future naturalism will 
prevail over supernaturalism or vice versa. 
In his opinion that will depend largely on 
economic and political developments. He 
believes, however, as was to be expected, 
that the deepest currents are running in 
the direction of naturalism and hence that 
the situation as a whole "points to the slow 
but sure growth of basic presuppositions 
and methods which will bring forth a 
naturalistic religion to sustain, guide and 
inspire human life toward the most worth­
ful reality" (closing words of the book). 
W·e are disposed to agree with Dr. Wieman 
that the main conflict is between super­
naturalism and naturalism but differ from 
him in that we are confident that ultimately 
the victory will rest with supernaturalism. 
What is more we are confident that the 
supernaturalism that will be triumphant 
will be not the neo-supernaturalism of 
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Barth and his followers but rather what 
this book calls traditional supernaturalism, 
i.e., the supernaturalism of historic Chris­
tianity. 

Whatever one may think of the view­
point from which this survey of American 
philosophies of religion has been made, it 
must be confessed that Drs. Wieman and 
Meland have made a very important con­
tr.ibution to the subject with which it deals. 
As a study of contemporary types of reli­
gious thought in America (real or so-called) 
it is outstanding. No serious student of 
these phenomena can afford to ignore it. 
However it is a book for scholars more or 
less philosophically disposed rather than 
for the general reader. 

BIBLE VS. MODERNISM: A Compendium 
of Sunday Critical Hypotheses and Their 
Refutation. By Allison N. Trice and 
Charles H. Roberson. Rock City Publish­
ing Company, Nashville, Tenn., pp. 285, 
with Bibliographies and Indices. $2.00. 

T HIS is a book in defense of the Bible 
or rather a refutation of the attacks to 

which it has been subjected by the Modern­
ists. As the subtitle indicates the book doe 
not profess to refute all the hypotheses 
that have been advanced inimical to belief 
in the Bible as the Word of God. It does 
deal, however, in a telling way with those 
hypotheses that have been most widely used 
as a means of promoting unbelief in the 
Bible as an infallible rule of faith and prac­
tice. "In treating the subject of Modern­
ism," its authors 'Write, "it will be neces­
sary to cover quite a variety of human 
thought, for the term includes a number of 
theories, chief among which are the Docu­
mentary Hypothesis and the Evolutionary 
Hypothesis. The present work does not pro­
pose to cover all features of these hypoth­
eses, but will be devoted largely to Higher 
Criticism and False Claims of Evolution, 
including some of the teachings usually 
connected with these hypotheses." The au­
thors do not claim to have a first-hand 
knowledge of all the matters with which 
their book deals-no man does-but they 
have familiarized themselves with the writ­
ings of those who do and so have qualified 
themselves to present within the compass 
of a single volume, in a form understand­
able by the average Bible student, the facts 
in the spheres of linguistics, history, arche­
ology, geology, etc., that show the unten­
ability of these hypotheses. The book deals 
with the assaults that hav,e been made on 
the New Testament as wen as those made 
on the Old Testament. It is an excellent 
book to place in the hands of students as 
well as people in general who labor under 
the delusion that scholarship has refuted 
the Bible's claim to be the Word of God. We 
trust it will receive the attention and recog­
nition it deserves. 
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VARIETIES OF AMERICAN RELIGION: 
The Goal of Religion as Interpreted by 
Representative Exponents of Seventeen 
Distinctive Types of Religious Thought. 
Edited by the Rev. Charles Samuel 
Braden, Ph.D. Willett, Clark & Company, 
pp. 204. $2.00 .. 

T HIS is an interesting and in many re­
spects an informing book. As its title 

indicates, it is of composite authorship. Its 
purpose as indicated by its editor, a former 
missionary of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church in South America who since 1926 
has been As istant Professor of the His­
tory and Literature of Religions in N orth­
western University, is twofold: (1) to pro­
vide "a brief, consistent statement of the 
wide variety of points of view in religion 
in America"; (2) "to present a cross-section 
of the present-day thought of the religious 
leaders of America." Its contributors have 
been chosen from men in the active min­
istry rather than from t hose occupying 
academic positions in the belief that con­
tributions from men of this type would 
best indicate '''just how religion is under­
stood and interpreted at the present time." 
Hence the book is to be judged "not as a 
scholarly contribution to systematic theol­
ogy but as a cross-section of the thought 
of distinguished living leaders in the vari­
ous religious groups in America." 

What this book contains is seventeen 
more or less different answers to the ques­
tion, "What is the goal of religion and how 
may it be attained?" Answers are given by 
representatives of Fundamentalism (W. 
E. Riley), Orthodox Protestantism (W. H. 
Foulkes), Liberal Protestantism (E. F. 
Tittle), Radical Protestantism (E. S. 
Ames), Sacramentarianism (G. C. Stewart), 
Barthianism (E. G. Homrighausen), Roman 
Catholicism (F. J. Sheen), Mormonism (J. 
A. Widsoe), Unity (C. Filmore), Christian 
Science (A. F. Gilmore), Ethical Culture 
(H. J. Bridges), Humanism (J. H. Dietrich), 
Spiritualism (M. A. Barwise), Theosophy 
(A. P. W,arrington), Or thodox Judaism (L. 
Jung) , National J udaism (S. Goldman), and 
Reform Judaism (F. A. Levy). 

In the judgment of its editor, the first 
seven of these contributors occupy posi­
tions within traditional Christianity. We 
would certainly exclude E. S. Ames from 
that area and find nothing in E. F. Tittle's 
contribution to justify his inclusion. This 
means that in our opinion only five of the 
seventeen contributors answer the question 
cited above from a Christian view-point, 
even when the phrase is taken with the 
widest possible latitude. Needless to say 
the answers given by the representatives 
of Mormonism, nity, Christian Science, 
Ethical Culture, Humanism, piritualism 
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a,nd Theosophy are all definitely anti-Chris­
tia~ in the historical meaning of the word. 
The representatives of Judaism of course 
occupy a position by themselves save for 
the fact that there is no very sharp differ­
ence discernible between the more extreme 
forms of Protestant liberalism and Reform 
Judaism. The five more or less Christian 
answers given to this question can hardly 
be said to reflect five basically distinct view­
points. The two basic answers would seem 
to be those of Roman Catholicism and 
Orthodox Protestantism (rightly under­
stood) with Sacramentarianism viewed as 
a variety of the former and Fundamen­
talism and Barthianism as varieties of the 
latter. 

Naturally these contributions are not 
equally satisfactory. Those by the repre­
sentatives of Judaism are all informing. 
Among the others those by Riley, Sheen, 
Stewart, Ames, Barwise, Bridges and Die­
trich rank high. We regret to say that' Dr. 
Foulkes' contribution seems to us one of 
the least satisfactory. Liberal Orthodoxy 
would have been a more accurate title for 
his contribution. This means that the his­
torical Protestant position finds no real ex­
pression in this book, save as it finds expres­
sion in Dr. Riley's article. 

Those desiring brief and more or less 
authoritative information conce:r:ning the 
varieties of religion (or substitutes for 
religion) that are being taught and prac­
ticed in America at the present time will 
do well to consult this book. It is, however, 
an expression for the most part of what is 
being taught and practiced rather than of 
what ought to be taught and practiced. 

Presbyterianism, Lutheranism 
and Methodism: Our Common 

Heritage and Our 
Differences 

(Continued from Page 32) 

Christian truth, if properly developed, 
constitutes one logical, unified system of 
doctrine, and the imperfect or erroneous 
statement of one doctrine must lead to error 
and confusion in other parts of the system. 
If we are to uphold the standal'ds of the 
Reformed Faith, we must be acquainted 
with them. We cannot meet the present 
emergency in the church by presenting our 
fa ith in an apologetic form. History shows 
very plainly that where these doctrines 
have been neglected or abandoned the 
church becomes an easy victim of unbelief. 
We are the heirs of a rich heritage. It tis 
our duty to preserve that faith and to pass 
it on to those who shall follow us. 
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Letters to the Editor 
[The letters printed here express the convictions of the writers, and publication in these 

columns does not necessarily imply either approval or disapproval on the part of the Editor. 
If correspondents do not wish their names printed, they will please so request, but all are 
asked kindly to sign their names as an evidence of good faith. We do not print letters that 
come to us anonymously.] 

The Question of Secession 
Editor of CHRISTIANITY TODAY: 

I N THE last number of The Guardian 
I read an article by Dr. Machen in which 

he mentions the possiblity of schism in the 
Presbyterian Church if the next Assembly 
will not do the right thing. Dr. Machen 
admits that schism is a great sin: con­
demned by the Word of God. However, he 
believes there may come sufficient reason 
for it. Surely, the reason must be of such 
sufficiency as to be commensurate with the 
greatness of the sin. 

I am writing as an outsider and do so 
because I feel very sorry about the divided 
counsels among the orthodox in the great 
Presbyterian Church. The matter that pains 
me in particular is to read of contemplated 
schism. Is the situation really so serious as 
to justify that? As I see it, I admit that 
the Assembly and lesser bodies have in 
some things acted contrary to your Con­
stitution; that bureaucracy and high-handed 
methods have been in evidence; that Mod­
ernism is in the saddle; that deception has 
been practiced, etc. Nevertheless, is the 
situation even then so serious as .to justify 
schism? ,Is the Church actually apostate if 
the next assembly upholds the actions of 
1934 and 1935? How would the Fathers have 
thought about it? 

In this year 1936, when Calvin's Institutes 
are being praised, may I ask the reader to 
turn to Book IV, chapter 1, and sections 14 
and 15. It will astonish you. All the situa­
tions there mentioned are certainly much 
worse than now obtain in the Presbyterian 
Church. The Reformers were strong be­
lievers in the unity and catholicity of the 
Church; hence the idea of voluntary seces­
sion was repugnant to them. In a direct way 
'they hardly did this. When they became 
Protestants they somehow got to stand out­
side of the organization, or were thrown 
out . 

In the first part of the 19th century the 
situation in The Netherlands was bad. Mod­
ernism was rampant. A strong bureaucracy 
ruled the Church. The few orthodox left 
were at their mercy. Presently their spirit­
ual needs led them to meet by themselves. 
The authorities frowned upon this. How­
ever, the orthodox did not plan to secede. 
Rev. Hendrik De Cock was the first pastor 
to come in collision with his classis. He was 
suspended from the ministry and for a few 
months obeyed by ceasing to preach. When 
he was deposed from the ministry for not 
changing his views, he still desired to appeal 
to Synod. To those who urged him definitely 
to secede, he replied: "No secession yet." 

However, violent repression arose and 
brought many outside the organization. 
With that the seed of separation was sown 
and began to produce an abundant harvest 
both in Holland and in America. 

Dr. Kuyper was a resolute opposer of 
doctrinary secessionism. He and his con­
freres got to stand outside of the organiza­
tion through circumstances not of their own 
initiative. He and his party were thrown 
out. He preferred to have remained inside 
and battle thence. Again, in line with Cal­
vin; belief in the catholicity of the Church, 
and abhorrence of schism. 

In these stirring days Dr. Kuyper wrote 
an important tract under the title: "Tractaat 
van de Reformatie der Kerken." I translate 
a few lines: 

"Sharp distinction must therefore be 
made between (1) true churches of Christ 
which exist in a state of deformation,' (2) 
semblance-churches (schijnkerken), those 
which ceased to be churches of Christ be­
cause deformation in them ran its full 
course; and (3) false churches, in which 
the deformation only served to bring about 
a satanic counterformation. 

"Meanwhile these false churches also 
differ in degree .... There can be churches 
which partly and temporarily had become 
instruments of Satatl and which the Lord 
in answer to humble prayer has again de­
livered. It is well, therefore, to be on guard 
against hasty judgment also on this point. 
No doubt that in the days of Luther the 
churches of Christ were almost entirely in 
the bonds of Satan; and when Rome drank 
the blood of God's saints there had indeed 
entered an antichristian power in the church 
organization. Whether the Romish churches 
as such were totally and permanently for­
saken of the Holy Ghost and the Pope 
were Antichrist, was answered in the affirm­
ative in a French Synod, but Dort, though 
it knew these things, would not so commit 
itself. Although inclined that way, our 
Fathers did not dare take over this absolute 
declaration and went on to recognize the 
baptism administered in the churches of 
Rome as a valid sacrament; and since a sac­
rament is nothing without the operation of 
grace, they therefore confessed that also in 
these very degenerate churches the grace 
of God was still in evidence" (p. 114). 

It seems therefore beyond all reason to 
regard the Presbyterian Church as apostate 
if the next Assembly sustains the lower 
courts. Though evil doctrine and repressive 
action have obtained, still there are many 
orthodox churches and many thousands of 
true followers of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
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And though a bureaucracy may at present 
have the upper hand, nevertheless presby­
terial organization still functions and may 
in time turn the affairs of the Church. In 
the beginning of the 19th century an ex­
treme liberalism dominated religion and the 
State in The Netherlands and the orthodox 
could hardly be found. At the end of that 
century, thanks to God's grace and the 
activity of the l'emnant, orthodoxy again 
came to the fore and was even strong enough 
to form the government. Today the Prime 
Minister, Dr. H. Colijn, is strictly orthodox, 
a pronounced Calvinist. We must be men 
of faith and of courage, willing for a time 
to suffer obloquy and rank injustice, and 
live by the motto of these men, "Nil des­
perandum." Calvin did not run away in a 
huff though more than once shots were fired 
at his door, and though dogs were sicked on 
him who nipped his legs. He departed only 
when they drove him away. Today let there 
be much humiliation and prayer on the part 
of all in the P resbyterian Church, and a 
sincere desire to be true followers of the 
Lord Jesus Christ who bought the entire 
Church with His precious blood, all His own 
equally dear to Him wherever they are to 
be found. 

GERRIT H. HOSPERS. 

Forward! 
To the Editor of CHRISTIANITY TODAY: 

I N THE Battles of the Wilderness, General 
Grant lost 30,000 men. Another report 

said "6,000 men killed; 26,000 men wounded 
and 7,000 men missing." Grant was strongly 
urged to withdraw and save h's Army, but 
instead it was "Forward March"! Lee sur­
rendered soon. In previous battles Grant 
was expected to withdraw or draw back 
but he never did. How many times did 
Grant send that commanding word, "Uncon­
ditional Surrender!" 

The Southerners nicknamed him "Uncon­
ditional Surrender Grant." With us it 
should be, "Unconditional Surrender to 
JESUS CHRl1ST"! 

AT SYRACUSE! 
No matter how bad the battle goes at 

Syracuse, "No surrender to Modernism." By 
the grace of JESUS CHRIST we shall later 
win! 

George W. Cable was a soldier in the 
Southern Army which lost. About twenty­
one years later my wife and I heard him 
say, "Yes, we of the South have learned to 
our cost that the chain which binds the 
slave at one end binds no less the master at 
the other!" Would God it had been at less 
sacrifice. 

Dr. Machen and the Editor of the Pres­
byterian Guardian think that the Funda­
mentalists should withdraw if defeated at 
Syracuse. NEVER! 

(Continued on Page 46) 
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Question Box 
The General Assembly. 
the Constitution and the 
Auburn Affirmation 
Editor of CHRISTIANITY TODAY: 

THE Philadelphia Inquirer (May 5th) 
gave an account of affairs in Philadel­

phia Presbytery. Is it true that the Gen­
eral Assembly has approved of the Auburn 
Affirmation as Dr. George E. Barnes, Mod­
erator of the Presbytery alleged? Is it true 
that the Affirmation is not contrary to the 
Constitution of the Presbyterian Church? 
Dr. Barnes was applauded in Presbytery 
for making these statements. Give an an­
swer to these questions in the next issue of 
your paper. 

D. C. 
If Dr,. Barnes has been correctly quoted, 

we are quite at a loss to account for his 
statement that the General Assembly has 
approved the Auburn Affirmation. If such is 
the case, we would like to know when and 
where such approval was given. It is true, 
as twas pointed out in our March issue (p. 
234), that the Assembly of 1924 voted "no 
action" on an overture dealing with the 
Auburn Affirmation that had been trans­
mitted to it by the Presbytery of Cincinnati. 
It is possible, therefore, that prosecution of 
the Auburn Affirmationists has been "out­
lawed" under Chapter III, Section 11 of 
the Book of Discipline which reads: "Prose­
cution for an alleged offense shall commence 
within one year from the time of its alleged 
commission, or from the date when it is 
reported to the judicatory which has juris­
diction thereof." It is one thing, however, 
to admit that the failure to have filed 
charges against the Auburn Affirmation­
ists within the year following the 1924 As­
sembly may have rendered them immune to 
prosecution but quite a different thing to 
imply that the General Assembly in voting 
"no action" on the overture alluded to 
placed the seal of its approval on the Affir­
mation. The most that any Auburn Affirma­
tionist can claim, it seems to us, is that 
inasmuch as no action was taken against 
them within one year after the matter had 
been reported to the Assembly they are no 
longer subject to prosecution-whether or 
not they have been guilty of wrong-doing. 
We are confident that the first of the ques­
tions put by our correspondent shou'ld be 
answered with an emphatic "No." 

While it is not surprising that Dr. Barnes 
-himself a signer of the Auburn Affirma­
tion-should be reported as denying that 
the Affirmation is contrary to the Consti­
tution of the Presbyterian Church, we are 
even more confident, if possible, that the 
second of the above questions should also 
be answered with an emphatic "No." When 
we so assert we have in mind the portion 
of the Affirmation that deals with the doc-

trines rather than that portion that deals 
with the polity of the Church. While we 
have always largely agreed with what the 
Affirmation says in the sphere of polity, we 
have never been able to find anything to 
commend in what it says in the sphere of 
doctrine. To assert that its doctrinal teach­
ings are not contrary to the Constitution is 
to assert that it is not contrary to the 
Constitution to deny that the infallibility 
of the Bible, the virgin birth and bodily 
resurrection of our Lord and His death as 
a sacrifice to satisfy divine justice and to 
reconcile us to God are essential doctrines 
of the Word of God and our standards. 
How anyone with even a small measure of 
knowledge of the Bible and our confessional 
standards can so allege is beyond our com­
prehension. It seems incredible that any 
presbytery should applaud a statement to 
the effect that the Affirmation is not con­
trary to the Constitution of the Presby­
terian Church in the U.S.A.-unless the 
statement had to do solely with what it 
says in the sphere of polity or church gov­
ernment. 

The Self-Testimony of the Bible 
Editor of CHRISTIANITY TODAY: 

I N YOUR last issue, in your re-affirma­
tion of the things for which your paper 

stands, you say that you hold that "the 
Bible is the Word of God and as such com­
pletely trustworthy whether as regards its 
factual, doctrinal or ethical representa­
tions." I take it that 'this means that you 
hold in opposition to the Auburn Affirma­
tionists that "the Holy Spirit did so in­
spire, guide and move the writers of Holy 
Scripture as to keep them from error." 
Even if it be admitted for the sake of 
argument that it cannot be proved that the 
Bible contains errors, what is your warrant 
for your unqualified assertion that it is 
completely trustworthy in ~ll its represen­
tations? It is one thing to say that the 
Bible contains no proved errors but quite 
another thing to say that it contains no 
errors whatever. Do, you mean to imply that 
you have examined each and every state­
ment of the Bible with such care that you 
are justified in asserting that they are all 
true? .Jt seems to me that a man would 
need to be close to omniscient to enable him 
to assert dogmatically that a book as old 
as the Bible and one that deal s with periods 
0'£ history so imperfectly known is without 
error. . . • I am, generally speaking, in 
sym'pathy with your position but I am 
somewhat at a loss to understand how you 
feel justified in asserting positively that 
the Bible is "completely trustworthy" 
throughout. . . . 

C. G. S. 
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If we mistake not, our questioner's diffi­
culty lies in the fact that he overlooks or 
at least does not give due significance to 
the fact that the Bible bears witness to its 
own complete trustworthiness. If that were 
not the case, the most we could possibly say 
would be that the Bible is without proved 
error. This is obvious when it is remem­
bered that even the latest parts of the 
Bible were written nearly two thousand 
years ago, that the Bible as a whole deals 
with periods of history with which at best 
we are imperfectly informed, that it re­
lates the beliefs and experiences of many 
individuals of whom we know but little, 
that it contains representations alleged to 
have been supernaturally revealed includ­
ing many predictions not yet fulfilled-not 
to mention other matters. No one, not even 
the greatest scholar, has even a fraction of 
that knowledge that would be required to 
warrant him in affirming, on the basis of 
his knowledge alone, that the Bible is free 
of error .. The case, however, is quite differ­
ent, it seems to us, if testimony to their 
own complete trustworthiness is itself a 
part of the phenomena of Scripture. Then 
the way is open to assert their complete 
trustworthiness without fir t proving a uni­
versal negative. We would not be under­
stood as implying that the mere fact that the 
Bible claims infallibility relieves us of the 
responsibility of examining its pages to as­
certain whether its contents accord with the 
claim. However if the Bible makes this 
claim and if even the most careful examina­
tion of its contents discloses nothing that 
contradicts it~ it is at least possible that 
the claim is a valid claim. If on examining 
the Bible we find that all its statements that 
we are able to verify are trustworthy we 
will be more and more disposed to believe 
that the statements that are incapable of 
verification are also trustworthy. Our war­
rant, in brief, for asserting the inerrancy 
of the Bible is (1) the absence of proved 
errors and (2) the witness which the Bible 
bears to its own complete trustworthiness. 
Our confidence in the trustworthiness of 
the 'writers of the Bible is such that we 
feel fully warranted in accepting their 
statements as true even when we have no 
means of verifying them. We cannot assert 
the errancy of the Bible without asserting 
that the Biblical writers have borne false 
witness concerning themselves. If we can­
not believe them in what they say about 
themselves, how can we believe them in their 
other teachings? 

It is this testimony of the Bible to its 
own trustworthiness that is persistently 
ignored ()r denied by those who impugn the 
complete trustworthiness of the Bible and 
that accounts for the fact that so many 
even in believing circles hesitate to affirm 
the infallibility of the Bible. The testimony 
of the Scriptures to their own trustJWorthi­
ness, moreover, is one of the clearest phe­
nomena of the Bible and one which can 
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be ignored 01' denied only by shutting our 
eyes to one of the "assured results" of a 
grammatico-historical study of the Bible 
itself. 

The practical importance of this self­
testimony of the Scriptures is evidenced by 
the fact that the conclusion at which stu­
dents of the Bible arrive as to their trust­
worthiness seems to hinge largely on the 
recognition they give it. Where it is ignored 
or denied, we are shut up to an inductive 
study of the phenomena of the Bible as a 
basis for determining its trustworthiness. 
By the use of such a method alone, how­
ever, in view of our limited knowledge, we 
can at best maintain that the Bible is free 
of proved errors. Where however this self­
testimony is recognized, it is perceived to 
be the part of wisdom to first ascertain 
what the Scriptures teach as to their own 
trustworthiness and then to scrutinize their 
phenomena to ascertain 'Whether their con­
tents accord with that teaching,. If the phe­
nomena of the Bible is plainly out of har­
mony with the Bible's own claim then so 
much the worse for that claim. But unless 
the phenomena clearly contradict that 
teaching, they at the worst present us with 
difficulties in the way of accepting it, not 
proofs of its falsity. It takes more than 
difficulties, we submit, it takes proved errors 
to set aside the presumption raised by the 
self-testimony of the Bible to its own trust­
worthiness. 

Dr. B. B. Warfield has written so wisely 
in this connection that we append his state­
ment: "There are two ways of approaching 
the study of the inspiration of the Bible. 
One proceeds by obtaining first the doc­
trine of inspiration taught by the Bible as 
applicable to itself, and then testing this 
doctrine by the facts of the Bible as ascer­
tained by Biblical criticism and exegesis. 
This is good logical procedure; and in the 
presence of a vast mass of evidence for the 
general trustworthiness of the Biblical 
writings as witnesses of doctrine, and for 
the appointment of their writers as teachers 
of divine truth to men, and for the pres­
ence of the Holy Spirit with and in them 
aiding them in their teachings (in what­
ever degree and with whatever effect)-it 
would seem. to be the only logical and proper 
mode of approaching the question. The 
other method proceeds by seeking the doc­
trine of inspiration in the first instance 
through a comprehensive induction from 
the facts as to the structure and contents 
of the Bible, as ascertained by critical and 
exegetical processes, treating all these facts 
as co-factors of the same rank for the induc­
tion. . . . The importance of proceeding ac­
cording to the true logical method may be 
illustrated by the observation that the con­
clusions actually arrived at by students of 
the subject seem practically to depend on 

(Contin1ted on Page 46) 
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News of the Church 
Qualifying Statement Added 
to Cayuga Overture 

THE Committee to which was referred 
the Cayuga Overture, which urges the 

amendment of Chapter XXIII, Section 2, by 
eliminating the statement that magistrates 
may "lawfully, now under the New Testa­
ment, wage war upon just and necessary 
occasions," will recommend to the Assembly 
that the proposed amendment be submitted 
to the presbyteries with the following state­
ment attached: 

"In making this recommendation, your 
committee would call the attention of the 
General Assembly to the fact that this clause 
has to do with the duties of the civil mag­
istrate. Its elimination might be interpreted 
as a declaration on our part that Presby­
terians should not support their civil mag­
istrate in any war for any cause whatever. 

"On the other hand, we have written one 
of the most glorious chapters in our church's 
history as Presbyterian patriots, and no 
injection of civic disloyalty should be allowed 
to mar it. 

"Your committee feels, however, that open 
discussion of the question in the presbyteries 
will promote instead of injure a truly Chris­
tian patriotism, and possibly lay bare some 
of the communistic influences in our country 
that may be suspected of parading them­
selves today under the name of Christian 
pacificism." 

Bellingham, Washington Pres­
bytery Votes "NO" on Merger 
of Boards 

T HE Presbytery of Bellingham in regular 
semi-annual assembly at Anacortes, 

Washington, April 29th, 1936, has consid­
ered the proposed merger of the Board of 
National Missions and the Board of Chris­
tian Education of our Church. 

Inasmuch as the Stated Clerk of the Gen­
eral Assembly has invited comments and 
suggestions from the various judicatories 
of our church, including Presbyteries, we 
the Presbytery of Bellingham are firmly 
convinced that the proposed merger is un­
wise, unnecessary and untimely. 

For the following reasons. 
1. Weare not fully persuaded even yet 

that the merger of eight Boards into four 
some years ago has furthered the cause of 
our missionary and benevolent activities. 

2. Inasmuch as the Presbyterian Church 
is historically the pioneer and leader in the 
field of National Missions, that it has ren­
dered a definite and distinct form of Chris­
tian service, and that the constantly chang­
ing phases of the work, due to social, 
economic and racial conditions, calls for in­
creased emphasis and specialization in this 
field. 

3. We are of the opinion that the sphere 

of operations of both boards are widely di­
versified. And that to lump them under 
one executive and administrative head, even 
though it be a head like some of Daniel's 
beasts, of multiplied form, would tend to 
blur the clear-cut area of each separate 
board. 

It would tend to lessen the emphasis which 
each board can and should make in its par­
ticular field. 

4. We believe the Board of Education is 
also supremely important and will become 
increasingly so during coming years, so 
important that it ought not to lose its 
identity and distinctive aspect, as would in­
evitably result in case of a merger of the 
two boards. 

5. We believe one board attempting to 
supervise both areas would be unwieldy 
and not in keeping with the practical 
methods of up-to-date business where de­
partmental activity and not centralization 
of responsibility make for the best results. 

6. It is claimed there is overlapping. This 
we cannot see, and where such is the case, 
it is not the fault of the present plan of 
separate boards but arises from lack of co­
ordination and clear-cut allotment of area 
to be occupied by each board. 

7. We are further opposed to the merger 
because of the present tendency within the 
Presbyterian Church to place the power in a 
few hands, and to allow the affairs of the 
church to be railroaded and dictated by a 
small group of individuals whose names ap­
pear with wearying monotony in church 
publications and in connection with Assem­
blies, Synods and Presbyteries. And which 
practice has well-nigh caused the General 
Assembly to become a mere rubber sta mp 
to be used by our ecclesiastical manipulators 
and ring leaders. 

JOHN ROBERTSON MACARTNEY, Chairman, 

The Committee on Bills and Overtures. 

Overtures Accepted 

OVERTURE A, on pastoral calls, and 
Overture C, on mortgaging church 

property, have received an affirmative vote 
of a majority of the presbyteries, according 
to returns received by the Office of the 
Stated Clerk at Philadelphia. 

National Mission Board Seeks 
Authority Over Churches 

A RADICAL change in methods of ob­
taining suitable ministers for nearly 

one-third of its 9,000 churches will be voted 
on by the Presbyterian Church in the 
U.S.A. at the General Assembly. As printed 
in the "Blue Book," the report recom­
mends that whenever the pastorate of 
one of the 2,700 congregations now aided 
by the Board of National Missions of the 
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Church becomes vacant it shall "counsel 
with and abide by the recommendation of" 
the Committee on National Missions of its 
own state synod as to the minister to be 
invited to become its "pastor or stated sup­
ply." Such consultation and recommendation, 
which would be made in cooperation with 
the committee on National Missions of the 
congregation's own presbytery in the synod, 
would be essential to the continued giving of 
financial aid to it by the Board of National 
Missions. The remaining 6,300 organized 
congregations of the Church would not be 
affected by the proposed action of the 
General Assembly. These now obtain their 
pastors on their own initiative, subject to 
the approval of their presbyteries. 

Delegates to World Conference 

SEVEN ministers and four laymen have 
been appointed to represent the Presby­

terian Church, U.S.A., at the second World 
Conference on Faith and Order which con­
venes in Edinburgh this August. They are 
Rev. Dr. Lewis, S. Mudge, Stated Clerk of 
the General Assembly; Rev. Dr. J. Ross 
Stevenson, Vice-Chairman of the committee; 
Rev. Dr. Hugh T. Kerr, of Pittsburgh; Rev. 
Dr. Henry Seymour Brown, of Chicago; 
Rev. Dr. J. Harry Cotton, of Columbus, 0.; 
Rev. Dr. William P. Merrill, of New York, 
and Rev. Dr. Joseph A. Van~e, of Detroit, 
Moderator of the General Assembly. 

The lay delegates are Judge John De 
Witt, of Nashville; Thomas D. McCloskey, 
of Pittsburgh; Dr. Robert E. Speer, of New 
York, and Dr. Charles J. Turck, president 
of Centre College. 

It is understood that although all the del­
egates "will be without authority to commit 
their churches in any way, they will set 
forth their findings and suggestions." 

Interdenominational Agencies 
and Presbyterian Church. 
U. S. A. 

THERE are many interdenominational 
agencies officially related to the Pres­

Ibyterian Church in the U. S. A. There is 
the Home Missions Council of which Dr. 
William R. King is executive secretary. 
Closely associated with this organization is 
the Council of Women for Home Missions. 
Each of these bodies is co-operating with 
representatives of church and interdenomi­
national home mission boards and societies. 
Then there is the Foreign Missions Con­
ference of North America uniting the 
foreign mission boards of America. The 
Interdenominational Council of Religious 
Education is headed by the general secre­
tary of the Board of Christian Education, 
Dr. Harold McAfee Robinson. Also there are 
the Council of Church Boards of Education, 
the United Stewardship Council of the 
United States and Canada, and the National 
Council of Federated Church Women. 
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The Whitman-Spalding 
Centenary 

COMMISSIONERS to the General As­
sembly are invited after the conclusion 

of the meeting of the Assembly in ISyracuse, 
N. Y., to the Centennial Celebration of the 
beginning of Christian Missions among the 
Indians of the Northwest. 'This will be held 
at Rushville and Prattsburg, N. Y., from 
which places the four pioneer missionaries, 
Dr. and Mrs. Marcus Whitman, and Rev. 
and Mrs. Henry H. Spalding, set out. After 
twelve fruitful years, Dr. and Mrs. Whitman 
were murdered by Indians in Washington. 
But the blood of martyrs became the seed 
of the church. 

Mrs. Whitman and Mrs. Henry Spalding 
were the first white women to cross the 
American continent. Dr. and Mrs. Whitman 
established the first American home and 
were the parents of the first white child 
born west of the Rocky Mountains. It was 
Dr. Whitman who five years later, aftel' 
having convinced President Tyler that wag­
ons could cross the Rockies since he had 
tak n one, led a great wagon train back to 
the Northwest, thus blazing the transcon­
tinental trail through which settlers began 
to pour in an unending stream, and securing 
the Oregon country to the United States. 

Presbyterian Church. U .5. 
The seventy-sixth annual meeting of the 

General Assembly of the Southern Presbyte­
rian Church was held in the First Presby­
terian Church, Augusta, Georgia, begin­
ning on May 21. 

The invitation to the First Church, 
Augusta, was extended to the General As­
sembly for its 1936 meeting in order that 
the Diamond Jubilee anniversary might be 
celebrated in the church in which the South­
ern Assembly held its first meeting, Decem­
ber 4-16, 1861, with Dr. B. M. Palmer as 
moderator. The pastor of the First Church 
at that time was Dr. Joseph R. Wilson, 
father of the late President, Woodrow 
Wilson. 

A representative committee composed of 
leaders from all parts of the Church have 
been at work for two years making plans for 
the observance of the Jubilee Year and for 
this Diamond Jubilee meeting of the General 
Assembly. 

Summer Conference of 
Evangelical Students League 

T HE League of Evangelical Students an­
nounces a Summer Conference, June 

22-28, at the Old Mill Conference Ground, 
Brandamore, Pa. Students in Colleges, Sem­
inaries and Senior year of High Schools are 
all welcomed as delegatp.!'.. Visitors are in­
vited to the week-end serv.ices. 

Summer School of 
Wheaton College 
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T HE Summer School was organized in 
1915 and is an integral part of the Col­

lege. Besides the regular College depart­
ments, it includes the Conservatory of 
Music, the Academy, and the Junior Acad­
emy. The various administrative divisions 
are directed by the regular officers of the 
College, and the organization is the same 
as that which exists during the school year. 
The same standards of scholastic work are 
maintained, and the actual time spent in 
classes is the full equivalent of the time 
spent during the regular school year. 'The 
same standards of life and conduct are also 
maintained. 

During recent years there has been a 
wholesome growth in the enrollment of the 
summer session. An increasing number of 
teachers, pastors, and professional workers 
have found it profitable to spend the sum­
mer at Wheaton, and this year the offerings 
have been expanded to attract still more 
from these ranks. Pre-professional students 
have also found it advantageous to work 
off conditions at Wheaton during the sum­
mer months. 

The student body during the summer is 
typical of Wheaton. It is a cosmopolitan 
one, including representatives of many vo­
cations and professions and is drawn from 
all parts of the United States as well as 
from some foreign countries. The advan­
tages for which Wheaton is noted are foulJd 
in the Summer School. . -

The following classes of students will find 
their needs met by the courses offered: 

1. Teachers or prospective teachers and 
school administrators who wish to work 
toward the Master of Arts degree or who 
desire the professional credit necessary to 
satisfy the requirements of the various 
states and accrediting agencies, or who wish 
to qualify for promotion. 

2. Christian Workers who wish to pre­
pare themselves more adequately to meet 
present-day problems, and who wish to 
work toward a Baccalaureate or a Master's 
degree in the field of Christian Education. 

3. Graduate Students desiring to com­
plete the requirements for admission to a 
professional school or who wish to work 
toward a Master of Arts degree in a teach­
ing field. 

4. College students who wish to obtain 
additional credit to shorten their time of 
residence, broaden their knowledge of par­
ticular fields, or remove deficiencies. 

5. Academy and High School students 
who wish to earn extra credit or make up 
work missed or failed. 

6. Elementary pupils who should be 
accelerated 01' who need special instruction 
in certain subjects in grades five through 
eight. 
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A Report of the Convention of 
the Religion and Science 
Association 

T HE Religion and Science Association 
met in convention at the Moody Me­

morial Church in Chicago on the 27th and 
28th of March to discuss the fallacies of the 
evolutionary hypothesis. 

The first meeting of the association was 
called to order on Friday afternoon at three 
o'clock, in Sankey Auditorium by its Presi­
dent, Dr. L. Allen Higley, chairman of the 
department of chemistry and geology at 
Wheaton College. Mter the President's 
address of welcome in which he branded 
evolution as "illogical, unscientific, and un­
scriptural," a paper entitled "Watchman, 
What of the Night?" by Professor George 
McReady Price of Walla Walla College 
was read. 

Professor Price's paper did not deal mainly 
with a refutation of evolution, although 
some mention was made of two outstanding 
fallacies: "The survival of the fittest" and 
"uniformitarian geology." Rather did he at­
tempt to show how the modern condition of 
chaos in government, society and religion 
could be directly attributed to the wide­
spread acceptance of the theory of evolution. 

Mr. D. J. Whitney of Exeter, California, 
was likewise unable to be present but sent 
in his paper "Some General Aspects of the 
Problem of Creation" to be read at the con­
vention. Mr. Whitney's thesis as stated in 
his paper was, "We should no longer accept 
many of the standard teachings of science 
because they are false and not true" and 
"True science demands that when natural 
processes are patently insufficient to explain 
conditions (matter and Life) God should be 
believed to have acted in a way that trans­
cends the natural operation of material proc­
esses." While making no definite statement 
of his opinion as to the age of the earth, 
he precludes the possibility of believing jn 
an ancient earth by showing that the six 
days of creation were literal days and that 
any theory of Pre-Adamic ruin was incon­
sistent, and finally urges Christians to carry 
on the war against evolution in that way. 

The closing number of the afternoon 
session was an illustrated lecture on "Earth's 
First Catastrophe" by Rev. Clarence H. Ben­
son of the Moody Bible Institute. 

.on Friday evening the largest audience 
to attend the convention was assembled to 
hear papers by Dr. Cole of Wheaton College, 
Professor Clarke of Pacific Union College 
and an illustrated lecture by Dr. Haas of 
Northwestern University. 

Dr. Cole's paper on "Evolution and So­
ciety" endeavored to show on the basis of 
archeology, anthropology and social science 
that man at one time was a very superior 
being and that from that high level of in­
tellectuality he descended and that since that 
descent he has gradually developed the so­
ciety which we know today. The evolutionist 
is at a loss for an explanation of either of 
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these two phenomena, yet the student of the 
Bible recognizes the first as the Fall and 
the gradual building up process as a revela­
tion of God working through individuals 
having a spiritual nature. 

Professor Clarke's paper on "Darwin or 
the Bible, Which?" was a brief resume of 
the history of evolution with its concom­
itant effects on church and state. 

The concluding address of the evening by 
Dr. Haas, of Northwestern University, on 
"The Geologist and Time" was by far the 
most outstanding presentation of the entire 
convention. Dr. Haas proved conclusively to 
most of his hearers that the age of the earth 
must be exceedingly great. When asked to 
make a definite statement concerning the 
age of the earth, he declined, saying that on 
the basis of all present day knowledge it 
would be impossible to make an accurate 
statement, however, that the structure of 
the Grand Canyon of the Colorado indicated 
that it was at least hundreds of millions of 
years old. 

One of the conclusions which was reached 
at the convention was that ten o'clock on a 
Saturday morning was no time to hold a 
session if a large audience was desired. Thus 
very few people heard the paper, "FactH 
that Cancel Evolution," by Dr. Keyser, of 
Wittenburg College, to say nothing of the 
splendid sermon that was delivered by him 
after his son had concluded the reading of 
the paper. Incidentally these sermonettes 
were freely interspersed throughout the 
course of the program and proved to be a 
real blessing to all who listened. Fact after 
fact was shown by Dr. Keyser to be 
explained by assuming the six days of cre­
ation as recorded in Genesis to be actual, 
literal days. The convention would have 
lacked much of its warmth if Dr. Keyser had 
not been there. 

In his paper on "Evolution and the Plant 
Kingdom" Professor Leedy brought out 
many things of importance. One of these 
being that no theory of animal evolution yet 
devised was capable of explaining plant evo­
lution. Another was that no theory yet de­
vised wa~ capabie of accounting for the two 
widely different forms of living material 
which we find in plants and animals. Of ex­
treme sjgnificance were some of the state­
ments made by some of the nation's 
outstanding biologists to the effect that 
evolution had never been demonstrated and 
moreover its modus operandi was entirely 
unknown. 

Dr. Nelson's address on "Assumptions 
of the Evolutionary Theory" was necessarily 
cut short because of the lack of time. In his 
talk Dr. Nelson desired to show where the 
evolutionist had gone astray in the making 
of his fundamental assumptions. 

Dr. W. Bell Dawson, of McGill University, 
one of the world's leaders in the fight 
against evolutionary dogma was not able to 
be present but sent in a most valuable paper 
on "The Teaching of Evolution." The propo­
sition developed in this paper was that 
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evolution is an advanced and specialized 
study course and under no circumstances 
should it be introduced in the grammar 
school and high school where it serves as a 
tool to prejudice a child's judgment before 
he has obtained a thorough factual knowl­
edge of science. 

The closing session of the convention was 
begun by Dr. Graebner, of Concordia Sem­
inary in St. Louis, who read a paper entitled, 
"For a Genuine Approachment Between 
Classroom Science and Religion." Dr. Graeb­
ner pointed out that one of the first things 
to be done was to have groups such as this 
write text books of science which presented 
the facts of science untainted by the theory 
of evolution. His next step was to create 
in teachers of science a little more respect 
forthelowlyvirtue of truthfulness. Finallyhe 
wanted to discover some way in which state­
ments by eminent evolutionists such as Dr. 
Henry Fairfield Osborne when he said "There 
is no evidence whatsoever in the case of 
the human hand of having passed through 
an anthropoid ape limb-grasping stage-I 
regard the ape human theory as entirely 
false and misleading," could be placed in 
the hands of our young people who are 
being evolutionized to death. 

Because of illness of Dr. Harry Rimmer 
who was to be the concluding speaker of 
the convention, Dr. H. O. Taylor, of Wheaton 
College, had his paper on "The Science of 
Salvation" read as the last number. In "The 
Science of Salvation" Dr. Taylor ' presents 
in the clear logical fashion of the true 
scientist the story of Salvation from the 
very beginning when Heaven and Earth were 
created until its final consummation in the 
death on the Cross. The whole being a 
beautiful picture of the scientific method 
which is best expressed in his own words, 
"When the development from a hypothesis 
leads to a conclusion which corresponds with 
observed facts, the scientist regards the as­
sumptions made in the hypothesis as plaus­
ible, and, if no known exceptions exist, the 
hypothesis is regarded as established." 

Now that the convention is over the asso­
ciation must again get to work. First of all 
there is the task of preparing the manu­
scripts that were read fer publication. Then 
there is the constant labor of seeking out 
new truths with which to combat the enemy, 
not only in the refutation of the evolution­
ary theory but also in the formation of a 
system of cosmology which is consistent 
with Scripture and observation, a system 
of cosmology which most glorifies our Cre­
ator and Heavenly Father. 

L. ALLEN HIGLEY, President. 

American Tract Society 

T HE One Hundred and Eleventh Annual 
Meeting of the American Tract Society 

and of its Board of Managers was held on 
May 6th. ' 

The General Secretary, the Rev. William 
H. Matthews, D.D., gave a report of last 
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year's work with a statement concerning 
some of the outstanding achievements of 
the Society since its organization in 1825. 
He said that 7,831,868 books, hymnals, tes­
taments, pamphlets, tracts and periodicals 
in twenty languages were printed during 
the past year, and that this number was an 
increase of 1,259,607 pieces of Christian 
literature over the amount taken from the 
press the previous year. He reported that 
the Society was now publishing double the 
Christian literature it printed before the 
depression. Among new activities in which 
the Socielly has recently engaged he men­
tioned the recording of "Pilgrim's Progress" 
as a Talking Book for the Blind, the saving 
from the potter's field of religious journal­
ism an Italian religious periodical, the pub­
lishing of a hymnal for the lSeneca Indians 
and the offer of a $1000 prize for the best 
book emphasizing one or more essentials 
of the Christian religion. Dr. Matthews 
stressed the present imperative need of 
tracts to counteract the influence of 100,000 
copies of Stalin's book on "Lenin and Bol­
shevism" that have been circulated among 
wage-earners of this country, together with 
600 Red newspapers and magazines now dis­
tributing Communistic propaganda. He said 
that the American Tract Society was the 
first inter-denominational religious organi­
zation to call the attention of the clergy of 
this country to the perilous propaganda of 
the Soviets by sending, in the year 1923, 
letters to thousands of Protestant ministers, 
containing reproductions of atheistic prop­
aganda published by the Communists. Thir­
teen years ago, many of these clergymen 
thought that the Society was combating a 
"man of straw." Now that there are nearly 
three million Communists in this country, 
whose minds are daily and nightly being 
poisoned by 6000 paid speakers and 35,000 
paid organizers, the Protestant and Catholic 
clergy are beginning to realize that Com­
munism is a "man of iron" instead of a 
"man of straw," and that its success means 
Atheism, and that Atheism means closed 
churches and the shutting off of the finan­
cial help that has erected world-renowned 
hospitals and, through medical research, 
lengthened the lives of millions of God's 
children and the loss of the liberty of a 
free press, which a great moral and economic 
authority thinks is the one mighty force 
left to us to save this country from ruin. 
Silence on the part of Christian leaders in 
this critical hour has led this newspaper 
columnist to ignore the church and the 
clergy. The American Tract Society will 
continue to speak through the nearly nine 
million pi€ces of Christian literature which 
it is distributing in this country and in 
sixty-seven foreign countries, many of 
which are in far greater danger from Com­
munistic propaganda than our own beloved 
United States. 
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Lord Allenby I Restorer of 
Christian Sovereignty in 
Holy Land, Dies 

THE UNITED PRESS reports the death 
on May 14 of Lord E dmund Allenby. 

This British cavalry officer restored to Chris­
tian dominion the land made sacred as the 
birthplace of Christ, the scene of His work 
upon earth and of His crucifixion. The Mos­
lem crescent had dominated the Holy Land 
for almost seven centuries when the Turkish 
military forces, driven backward and ha­
rassed with their German officers by the 
furious onslaught of Allenby's legions, sur­
rendered Jerusalem on December 9, 1917. 

The restoration of the Holy Land to Chris­
tianity was the culmination of the most 
brilliant of Allenby's many military drives 
of dazzling swiftness. He had scored many 
successes on the Western front in France 
and Flanders as chief of the British Fifth 
Army Corps and then the Third Army be­
fore he was sent to Egypt to carry through 
a program of advance in which others had 
failed. Before Allenby got into Egypt the 
African campaigning was given scant at­
tention . 

War commentators had passed it over as a 
"side show." Allenby set to work building 
railroads and preparing for a big push. 
When the time came to shove onward against 
the Turkish legions he would send out "dust 
columns" by day, marching in one direction, 
and then when darkness fell , hurl his forces 
upon the unready Turks with an advance in 
the opposite direction. 

He pushed them out of Egypt in the 
Autumn and before Christmas had cornered 
them in Palestine, between the Jordan and 
Mediterranean, where they surrendered to 
him. Once more a Christian banner fluttered 
above the Holy Places, the first time since 
the brief Christian occupation by the medi­
eval crusaders. Save for that short success, 
Palestine had been under Moslem domina­
tion since 1244, and part of Turkish territory 
since 1517. 

The German Church Conflict 

PROFESSOR KARL BARTH, now in 
Basel, has not only been the champion 

who forged the theological weapons for the 
struggle of the Confessional Synod for the 
purity of the Gospel and the liberty of the 
Church, but he remains to be the warner 
and seer for the Church, who puts the Ger­
man conflict as a great general problem 
before other Churches. In an article in the 
Nation, just published, he states that in no 
case the present struggle has been in vain. 
The conflict has shown possibilities for the 
building-up of an Evangelical Church which 
have been hidden hitherto. 

Th€ situation of the German Church was 
hardly differing from that of other Churches 
before the conflict began. She was a re­
ligious society closely connected with the 
world, with its political and social order, 
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and was carelessly drifting towards an un­
known future. She awoke when she met on 
her way the State and its totalitarian claim 
to assimilate herself to its official "Weltan­
schauung." Many Church m€mbers did not 
see this temptation and accepted the pro­
posed synthesis between the Gospel and 
politics. That assimilation of the Church to 
the world had begun long ago but became 
acute now. Barth believes that it is the last 
moment for Protestantism to resist to the 
new theocratic Islamism "which is making 
war to the Church of Christ." 

The great surprise was that really the 
Church awoke from her sleep. She would 
not have come to this revival but for the 
rise of some powerful adversary. The mean­
ing of the whole conflict, says Barth, is for 
her not only that the Church intends to re­
main the Church but that she is trying to 
become it by resisting to the temptation of 
National Socialism. 

Placed befol'€ confession or renunciation 
she chose confession, which means a Church 
which is taking a decision and is willing to 
live on her true substance, the Gospel. The 
life has come back to the Church in this 
s truggle, because she believes again in 
Jesus Christ and in no other God. 

Courageous Testimony 
This Church of Confession, says Barth, 

had the singular courage to check a power­
ful State and to declare its doctrine as a 
dangerous error and heresy which could 
destroy the Church. She proclaimed an 
emergency right and replaced the ecclesi­
astical organs imposed by the State by a 
Church government of her own. She mo­
bilized thousands of congregations and or­
ganized three theological schools. She 
determines the new policy and the State 
had to count with the barrier which she 
erected to its totalitarian cfaim. 

"Why did this Church not raise her voice 
against the persecution of the Jews, the 
scandal of the concentration camps and the 
lies with which the Press envenomed public 
life?" Barth explains this weakness with 
the fact that the members of this Church 
feel, -especially as Lutherans, a deeper re­
sponsibility towards the State than the 
spectators abroad can understand. And then, 
the Church had first to fight for her own 
existence, freedom and rights. "Those who 
therefore wish to throw the first stone upon 
her, may do it." 

Such a resistance had been possible only 
because a theology was again awakening 
which was able to say yes or no and to stand 
resolurely on the great truths of the Refor­
mation. Second, because a new Church gov­
ernment felt a real responsibility for the 
Church and knew that God must be more 
obeyed than men; finally, because congre­
gations supported this theology and this 
government in spite of all the troubles and 
confusions which were on the way of the 
Church. 

The meaning which a ll this has for the 
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churches abroad lies in the answer to the 
questions: Do theologians know that their 
task is not to find a synthesis with culture? 
Do Church governments know that ecclesi­
astical diplomacy has only a meaning when 
it is placed under Acts v. 29? Will the con­
gregations ask for such guidance and not 
deceive themselves with the consolation that 
"it cannot happen here"? In asking his 
Swiss Mother Church whether it is not time 
also to awaken for her, he points out to the 
fact that in Germany an awakening Church 
is the last refuge of the Spirit, of right and 
liberty. - Adolph Keller in the British 
Weekly. 

The Bible for All of China 

T HAT there is a constant demand in 
China for the Scriptures in the Phonetic 

character, a recent development to combat 
illiteracy by substituting a phonetic system 
for the thousands of Chinese characters, is 
indicated by the steady output of newly 
published books of the Old Testament in this 
form. The phonetic New Testament has 
been in use for some years. 

Miss Mary Leaman, a missionary in China, 
under the Presbyterian Board, U. S. A., has 
been giving all her attention the past years 
to this work. The following letter appeared 
in the current issue of The Bible for China. 

"The Lord has been blessing the portions 
of the character-phonetic Bible which have 
so far been published. The Bible Societies 
started printing these portions in 1934. From 
November 20, 1934, to November 20, 1935, 
they printed 45,000 portions. So great has 
been the interest that they are now making 
plans to h€lp forward the work until both 
the Old and New Testaments have been 
completed. I cannot tell you how we praise 
the Lord for this. 

"The possibilities in combined character 
phonetic work are amazing. Miss Tsai and 
I have a rough burden bearing woman of 
the country for a new servant. She came to 
us about three months ago not knowing a 
single word. Now she is enjoying the Psalms, 
Daniel and Genesis. Th€ other evening I 
passed where she was bending over her work 
and overheard her repeating to herself 
those precious words, 'Sweeter than honey.' 
She looked up as I passed and said, 'Those 
words in the nineteenth Psalm are good 
words. They are "Hao ting,'" I said, 'yes, 
we will read them again tomorrow.' Her only 
training has ooen th,e time at morning pray­
ers each morning. She comes from a family 
and a section of the country where the 
Lord and His word are not known, so she 
has no background except the training at 
morning prayers for three months. She loved 
the Christmas service for she could read the 
beautiful portion in Isa. 9: 6. This morning 
she read with the others the portion about 
the Sabbath Isa. 58: 13, 14. I like to have 
them read in the different portions as they 
come from the press. It prepares them for 
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the time when the whole Bible will be in 
this form, and also makes them realize 
they can read anything in the phonetic. 

"Last Sabbath at church they heard the 
story of Joseph being sold. They came home 
greatly excited. They had read the story of 
Joseph as ruler over Egypt, but had not yet 
had a chance to read the whole story from 
the beginning. I have been selecting por­
tions so that they would have glimpses of 
th€ word and be interested in what they 
heard in church. They could hardly wait 
until prayer time Monday morning. 'Pha­
raoh's dream was Gen. 42, but in what 
chapter was this story of Joseph being sold 't' 
The next morning they read at sight the 
whole of Gen. 37, and 38. How they enjoyed 
it, and how they took in the spiritual lessons. 

"Early this morning I heard one of these 
rough unlettered women repeating Psalm I. 
She made a few mistak€s but she almost 
knows it, and I have made no effort to have 
them learn things by heart. I find that 
Bible words and phrases are beginning to 
find a place in their vocabulary. 

"I can scarcely contain myself for joy 
when I see these possibilities. A really Bible 
reading China is a possibility. Let us unitedly 
work for it and pray for it .... 

"In all places where the Mandarin Bible 
is used this combination character phonetic 
version can be used with great help. Places 
where the dialect varies most from the 
Pekin Mandarin will get the least help, but 
in all places where the Mandarin Bible is 
used this phonetic version will be found a 
help. For us in Mandarin speaking districts 
its greatest use will be among those who 
know no character or perhaps know two or 
three thousand characters. 

"However, in the dialect districts and as 
far South as Canton and among Chinese in 
other lands there will be a widening useful­
ness as it will become a wonderful means of 
unifying the language. I am sure of this 
because of experience that we have had with 
those changing dialects. A careful reading 
aloud of these portions with attention to 
the tone marks on each word will give one 
an accurate Mandarin pronunciation. 

"I am greatly longing that in each of the 
summer resorts there may be special classes 
and gatherings for consultation in regard 
to the possibilities of the Phonetic. The Re­
ligious Tract Society of Hankow has asked 
us to put both Pilgrim's Progress and the 
1st Vol. of Dr. Price's Short Steps to Great 
Truths into this Phonetic character double 
column type. Pilgrim's Progress was fin­
ished over a month ago and we are daily 
waiting for the first copies to com€ from 
the press. This is going to be a wonderful 
blessing to many. Miss Tsai told me that 
her first turning to the Lord was because of 
a copy of Pilgrim's Progress. When working 
over the proof sheets of this book I was 
fascinated anew with the important teach­
ings which it so clearly gives. So were those 
working with me. Each one received bless-
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ing and thought of others to whom it would 
be a blessing. 

"Do ask for much prayer for this work. 
There are many difficulties. 

MARY LEAMAN." 

The Presbyterian Church 
in Canada 
By T. G. M. Bryan 

T HE sixty-second General Assembly is to 
meet in McNab Street Church, Hamilton, 

Ontario, on Wednesday, June 3rd. Dr. H. 
Beverley Ketchen, minister of the Assembly 
Church, has been nominated f or Moderator 
by Toronto and Chatham Presbyteries. Dr. 
Ketchen gr aduated from Knox in 1904 and 
has had only the one pastorate. Barrie and 
Peterbor ough P resbyteries have nominated 
Dr. Malcolm A. Campbell of Montreal, and 
Dr. G. P. Duncan of Stratford. At least 
four have been nominated for Secretary of 
the General Boar d of Missions: Dr. James 
MacKay of London; Rev. W. F. McConnell 
of Paris; Dr. A. S. Reid of Montreal, and 
Dr. J. S. Shortt of Barrie. Dr. MacKay 
graduated f r om Knox in 1908, Mr. McCon­
nell in Montreal in 1915, Dr. Reid in Mon­
treal in 1904, and Dr. Shortt at Queen's in 
1899. 

The following ministers have passed 
away since the last General Assembly: 
Revs. G. D. Bayne, A. S. Grant, J. Greer, 
R. B. Ledingham, A. F. MacGregor, Lachlan 
MacLean, Leslie A. B. MacLean, ' A. K. 
McLaren, E. D. McLaren, P. Mathieson, 
W. C. Mercer, T. H. Rogers, G. C. Shearer, 
W. G. Smith, H. F. Thomas, and W. L. 
Williman. Eight were still in active serv­
ice, and one, Rev. L. A. B. MacLean of 
Forest, wa s but 35 years of age, and sur­
vived his father, Rev. Lachlan MacLean, 
by only three weeks. Dr. E. D. McLaren of 
Vancouver, and Dr. A. F. MacGregor of 
Toronto, were the oldest, both being 85. 
Dr. McLaren was the longest ordained min­
ister of the Church, having graduated from 
Queen's in 1873. Another Queen's man, Dr. 
R. J. Craig of Demorestville, ordained in 
1876, is now the longest ordained. Dr. Craig 
attended the first General Assembly of the 
Presbyterian Church in Canada in 1875. 
Within the last year one of the congrega­
tions which voted against the Union of 1875, 
the congregation at Stamford, Ont., was 
received into the Presbytery of Hamilton 
from the United Presbyterian Church in 
North America. 

St. Andrew's Church, Perth, Ont., has 
called Rev. H. A. Berlis from Royce Ave. 
Church, Toronto. 
LENORE, MANITOBA. 

Irish Letter 
B y S. W. MURRAY 

T HE Jubilee Conference of the Faith Mis­
sion held April 10-14, at Bangor, County 

Down, attracted enormous audiences . The 
Faith Mission was founded in 1886 by the 
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late Mr. J. G. Govan and exists primarily as 
an interdenominational evangelistic agency 
in rural districts of Scotland, Ireland, Eng­
land and Canada. 

Dr. Harry Ironside of the Moody Church, 
Chicago, paid a brief visit to the North of 
Ireland, April 17-22, when many people lis­
tened with appreciation to his ministry. 
Dr. Ironside, who is accompanied by his 
wife and daughter, was on his way home 
following a visit to Palestine. 

Mr. A. C. Anderson, M.A., B.D., a licenti­
a.te of Ards Presbytery has received a call 
to Newcastle Presbyterian Church (Co. 
Down). Mr. Anderson is well known in con­
nection with C. S. IS. M. work in the North 
of Ireland. 

Queen's University Bible Union was rep­
resented at the 17th Inter-Varsity Confer­
ence, at Swanwich, in England. Delegates 
came from Switzerland, Germany, Norway, 
Sweden, Finland, Belgium, Latvia, Japan 
and Hungary, as well as from the great 
majority of British universities. Among 
those taking part were Professor Duncan 
McCallum Blair (President of the 1. V. F.), 
Rev. Alexander Frazer, Rev. Colin C. Kerr, 
M.A., Rev. W. H. Aldis, and Bishop J. Tay­
lor Smith, K.C.B., C.V.O., D.D. 

BELFAST. 

The Word in Iraq 
Dear Friends: 

OUR Lord in His parable of the Sower 
illustrated the reception of the gospel 

by various kinds of people. Here in Iraq, we 
see the Gospel reacted to in the same ways. 
Some hearts are closed to it. The seed falls 
on the hard surface of the road, and the 
ravens of fanaticism devour it. Some quickly 
receive the Word, but wilt under the scorch­
ing sun of persecution. Some receive the 
Word, only to choke it in the matty thorns 
of their worldly interests. But we thank 
God, there are those who receive the Word 
in their hearts, and bring forth fruit. 

The work of sowing has gone on much as 
it has in previows years. We have done some 
touring, but because of tribal revolts, we 
could not do as much as we had hoped. The 
coffee-houses still give great opportunity for 
presenting the Word. Sitting in these places 
where men of all stations of life gather, 
one usually finds a ready circulation for 
Gospel portions and tracts. New friends are 
made and opportunities found for speaking 
to individuals of our Saviour. Three nights 
a week we hold meetings in our house at 
which the message is illustrated by the 
stereopticon. In these meetings we show on 
the screen Scripture portions with illustra­
tive material, tracts, and pictures showing 
world conditions in the light of the Word. 
The attendance varies but is usually be­
tween fifteen and forty. We held meetings 
several times in our bookshop using the 
stereopticon. We had good attendance and 
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much interest, but the governor of the dis­
trict, contrary, we believe, to the law guar­
anteeing freedom of missionary work, has 
prohibited the meetings. We have protested, 
but thus far without result. Will you please 
pray that our Lord will keep the doors open 
for the Word? On Sundays we have a preach­
ing service. Much of our time is spent in 
making and receiving calls. These visits 
enlarge our circle of friends and enable us 
to present the message to attentive hearers. 
One Jew and one Moslem have recently told 
me that they believe and accept Christ as 
their Saviour. We pray that our Lord will 
by His Spirit lead them through to full as­
surance, public confession, and faithful wit­
ness. We have been much encouraged during 
the past few months by the interest in the 
Word shown by the Jews of all stations of 
life. The persecutions which the Jews are 
suffering in so many lands, and the state of 
apprehension in which they live, seem to 
cause them to long for the coming of the 
Messiah, and to gladly hear our message 
that He has come and is to come again, we 
hope soon. In these ways we are trying to 
present the glorious Gospel of our Divine 
Saviour, crucified, risen, and coming, as the 
one way of salvation for this life and for 
that to come. 

The opposition has not been limited to the 
illegal obstruction on the part of the gov­
ernor. This autumn a Moslem magazine 
published two bitter articles attacking our 
message and work, and urging our expul­
sion from the country. 

The awful need of these people for the 
Gospel, the encouraging reception by some, 
and the opposition on the part of others, 
and our Lord's command, these all constitute 
a call to prayer. Will you not carry the need 
of these people, and of us, your representa­
tives in this work, to the Throne of Grace? 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be 
with you all. 

MR. AND MRS. ALBERT G. EDWARDS. 

The United Mission in Mesopotamia, 
Hillah, Iraq. 

Question Box 
(Continued from Page 41) 

the logical method adopted. In fact, the 
difference here seems mainly a difference in 
point of view. If we start from the Scrip­

·ture doctrine of inspiration, we appr.oach 
the phenomena with the question whether 
they will negative this doctrine, and we find 
none able to stand against it, commended 
to us as true, as it is, .by the vast mass of 
evidence available to prove the trustworthi­
ness of the Scriptural writers as teachers 
of doctrine. But if we start simply with a 
collection of the phenomena, classifying and 
reasoning from them, whether alone or in 
conjunction with the Scriptural statements, 
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it may easily happen with us, as it hap­
pened with certain of old, that meeting with 
some things hard to be understood, we may 
be ignorant and unstable enough to wrest 
them to our own intellectual destruction, 
and so approach the Biblical doctrine of 
inspiration set upon explaining it away. 
The value of having the Scripture doctrine 
as a clue in our hands, is thus fairly illus­
trated by the ineradicable inability of the 
whole negative school to distinguish be­
tween difficulties and proveit errors. If then 
we ask what we are to do with the numer­
ous phenomena of Scripture inconsistent 
with verbal inspiration, which, so it is 
alleged, 'criticism' has brought to light, we 
must reply: Challenge them in the name 
of the New Testament doctrine and ask for 
their credentials. They have no credentials 
that can stand before that challenge. No 
single error has yet been demonstrated to 
occur in the Scriptures as given by God to 
His Church. And every critical student 
knows ... that the progress of investiga­
tion has been a continuous process of re­
moving difficulties, until scarcely a shred of 
the old list of 'Biblical Errors' remain to 
hide the nakedness of this moribund con­
tention. To say that we do not wish to make 
claims 'for which we have only this to urge, 
that they cannot be absolutely disproved', is 
not to the point; what is to the point is 
to say, that 'We cannot set aside' the pre­
sumption arising from the general trust­
worthiness of Scripture that its doctrine of 
inspiration is true, by any array of con­
tradictory facts, each one of which is fairly 
disputable. We must have indisputable 
errors-which are not forthcoming" (Rev­
elation and Inspiration, pp. 222-225). 

Letters to the Editor 
(Continued from Page 39) 

Ecclesiastical counterfeiters may con­
tinue passing their base coin of thought for 
their daily living in their manses, but later 
be arrested by the Angel of Death and 
lodged in the Eternal Dungeon of the lost. 
Martin Luther was arrested and lived a 
year in a castle but sent out his messages 
of life and liberty to the world which are 
appreciated today. 

Another issue will come up. Aged min­
isters on the Board of Relief must have 
their monthly support. Withdraw as Fun­
damentalists! No, fight! Thousands on the 
Sustentation Department have faithfully 
invested for years for their retired life. 
Young ministers in the Pension Department 
of 1928, will they be just pacifists! No Con­
ditional Surrender! Back down! Never! 

C. L. · RICHARDS, 

Poynette, Wisconsin. 
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News in Nutshells 
Woman Elder Becomes 
Moderator 

FRENCH BROAD PRESBYTERY, at its 
spring meeting, elected Miss Martha 

Robison as moderator. In all probability 
this is the first woman elder to become 
moderator of a judicatory in the P resbyte­
rian Church. Miss Robison was also sent to 
the General Assembly as a commissioner. 

Pennsylvania Churches Launch 
Lottery-Bill War 

PENNSYLVANIA'S church interests have 
launched a determined attack on the 

proposal now before the Legislature to con­
duct a State lottery to raise $85,000,000 for 
the jobless. 

The drive is similar to that waged against 
Sunday sports and Sunday motion pictures. 

The Rev. William B. Forney, of Philadel­
phia, secretary of the Lord's Day Alliance, 
heads the unified church interests battling 
the proposal. 

Many ministers in all sections of the Com­
monwealth pleaded from the pUlpit on Sun­
day that the measure be beaten. As .a result, 
telegrams of opposition poured into the 
State Capitol. 

Frank Questioning Suggested 

THE Watchman-Examiner (Baptist) in 
an editorial says: 

"At the annual meeting of a corporation 
anyone of the stockholders may ask a ques­
tion concerning the financial condition of the 
company and may share in the election of 
the directors, in whose selection he has a 
direct voice. This yearly privilege of asking 
questions is highly prized, and is the safety 
valve that prevents many explosions. 

In our great missionary societies people 
have more than a financial interest. Their 
hearts are also bound up in the work and in 
the prosperity of these societies. Many of 
these friends of missions are also the living 
products of the spirit and work of these 
societies, and count among their most pre­
cious knowledge the assurance that these 
agencies for the extension of the kingdom 
of God are prosperous and fruitful. They 
read the reports of spiritual progress in for­
eign countries, and they pray for those who 
represent them as secretaries, for the mem­
bers of the boards of managers, and for 
those who stand in their stead as mission­
aries in the various fields of Christian 
servke. 

Increasing numbers of those who are in­
terested in missionary work are coming to 
see, however, that the greatest danger in all 
our varied Christian enterprises is that their 
spiritual value may become secularized or 
may be overlooked by modern efficiency 
methods. It is possible to macadamize so 

extensively the missionary highway and all 
its approaches that the trees that line and 
beautify it will be deprived of sufficient 
moisture and food for growth and fruitage. 
What we must have is a firm confidence in 
the boards we select. But in addition to this 
there should be given a yearly opportunity 
for anyone in the rank and file to· ask any 
questions he may wish in order to learn 
more fully the needs of our missionary work, 
its character, its difficulties, its hopefulness 
and its methods. 

Such a time of frank questioning would 
furnish a clearing house, where misappre­
hensions and misunderstandings would be 
dissipated, where obscure positions would be 
flooded with sunlight; and incidentally, too, 
it would give an excellent opportunity for 
the secretaries to explain in a lucid and con­
crete way the unnoticed or only partially 
grasped features of the work. A session of 
the N orthen Baptist Convention devoted to 
such an educational process would be looked 
forward to eagerly and would lead to knowl­
edge and enthusiasm." 

Deficit in United Church 
of Canada Missions 

THE UNITED CHURCHMAN says: "The 
givings of the United Church are stead­

ily and swiftly declining-a deficit of $1,663,-
000 bars contradiction of that statement: 
we have reduced our Foreign Mission staff 
from 407 in 1927 to 315 in 1935, and now 
sixty more must be sacrificed: we have just 
cut another $100,000 from the Foreign Mis­
sion grant. In addition to this there has 
been a sharp curtailment of the work at 
home." Seventeen missionaries are detained 
at home for lack of funds. 

Lutherans Protest 

I N GREATER CINCINNATI nine Lu­
theran pastors addressed the local Board 

of Education with a protest against the dis­
semination of evolutionism and against the 
direot attacks upon Christianity which have 
become part of classroom instruction in the 
public schools. The letter reads in part: 

"Information has come to us to the effect 
that the high-school classroom is being used 
by the teachers to disseminate doctrines 
which are both contrary to scientific truth 
and directly undermine the religious convic­
tions of many of the children. We refer to 
the teaching, as scientific and historical fact, 
that man is descended from the brute and 
the declaration that the Jehovah of the Old 
Testament is not -the true God, Ibut only a 
tribal deity. 

"To such teaching we object both in the 
intereslt of scientific truth and to preserve 
that most precious jewel of our Constitu­
tion, freedom to believe in, and worship, 
God according to the dictates of our con­
science. 
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"We heaI'ltily agree with a resolution 
passed in a meeting in the spring of this 
year in Essex Hall, London, presided over 
by Sir Ambrose Fleming, protesting against 
'the continued teaching of evolution in 
schools and colleges . . . of Great Britain 
and the Dominions on the ground that it is 
not established as scientific truth.''' 

Growth of Roman Catholicism 
in Protestant Countries 

D R. VANDER WERF writing in Re­
formed Review says: "Reports from 

our mother country, Holland, indicate that 
Roman Catholicism is very aggressive in 
that country and making inroads into many 
Protestant communities. This is especially 
true in provinces where the church was 
neglected and people were not leading godly 
lives. The Romish Church has its processions 
and pilgrimages to places where miracles 
are said to take place. The leaders of that 
Church claim that Holland cannot any more 
be called a Protestant country. As a matter 
of fact the members of the Roman Catholic 
Church in Holland exceed in number those 
of the Established Church of the country. 
This is a cause for alarm in many circles, 
especially among the Confessional Churches 
in the established denomination. It certainly 
should cause serious reflection on the part of 
all the churches in the Netherlands. Efforts 
are being made to bring the various Re­
formed groups into closer connection. We 
would hail the clay when all these churches 
can co-operate in evangelistic work and in 
the endeavor to reach all the people in the 
Netherlands with the message of Christ. 

"We observe this growth of Catholicism 
not only in our mother country. Reports 
from England indicate a similar growth in 
Great Britain." 

Another statement concerning England 
is given by a non-conformist leader. He 
says: "The number of conventual establish­
ments has grown enormously during the 
last fifty years. Rome is making a great bid 
for power. Will her appeal succeed? We are 
accustomed to say, No-the English are 
stubbornly Protestant. But we have seen in 
our time nearly one-half of the national 
Church (Protestant), by law established, re­
nounce its Protestantism and announce it­
self Catholic. The Mass is celebrated in hun­
dreds of Anglican churches. It is not a long 
step from this to the acceptance of the 
Roman position. The ground is well pre­
pared. Then there is the further fact that 
millions of our people are wholly without a 
religion of any kind. They cannot dwell in 
that way for very long. The tide must turn. 
But whither?" 

A Christian Daily Paper in Japan 

THE Christian Daily News has been run­
ning during the last six months. It at­

tempts to give information of Christian 
movements throughout the world. 
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"By Their Fruits" 

F O.R year s now, L~beralism has been urg­
mg the preachmg of a social gospel 

instead of the message which was delivered 
to the early church. Time has shown the 
barrenness of this other gospel and on all 
sides now we hear the lament of the liberals, 
confused as to cause or cure. The Federal 
Council Bulletin in introducing the plan for 
a National Preaching Mission states: 

There was a time-and not long ago­
when there was a great body of Christian 
conviction and passion, but too meagre 
recognition of the social tasks to which 
spiritual resources should be harnessed. To­
day the situation is reversed. We see clearly 
great causes of human welfare to be served 
but lack the religious faith and energy which 
are essential to high achievement. 

There was a time- and not long ago­
when it was generally assumed that Chris­
tianity is necessary for the highest morality 
and character. Faith in God was regarded 
as the foundation of "the good life." Today 
the situation is radically different. A point 
of view prevails (commonly described as 
secularism) which denies the very thing that 
was formerly taken for granted. It is now 
widely held, most obviously in Russia, but 
also in our own country as well, that the 
best social living has no connection with 
religious belief. 

In this new situation, the whole strategy 
of the Christian Church is altered. The point 
of primary emphasis has shif ted. Once it 
was of crucial importance to arouse Chris­
tians to action. That need still remains, but 
the thing of most crucial importance today 
is to rebuild the foundations of Christian 
faith. 

This consideration gives impressive sig­
nificance to the movement for spiritual 
awakening which is being launched by the 
Federal Council of Churches under the gen­
eral title of the "National Preaching Mis­
sion," about which a full announcement will 
soon be made. It is to be a united effort to 
bring about a revival of religion- in the 
deepest sense of the term. It is to be directed 
to restoring faith in God, as revealed in 
Jesus Christ, to its true place of primacy. 
It proceeds upon the belief that until there 
is a fresh grasp of the Christian understand­
ing of life and a rebirth of basic Christian 
conviction, we cannot hope for any great 
triumph of any Christian cause. 

Unfortunately the preachers to take part 
in this mission whose names have now been 
announced are not those who can be de­
pended upon to rebuild the foundations of 
I'eal Christian faith. 

Prison Youth Outnumber 
College 

I N THE United States, there are 286,000 
young men and women in prisons, and 

250,000 in colleges. 
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Jews Go Back to Spain 

FROM the days of Egypt on, Jews have 
been on the move. Behind each migra­

tion there has been a storm of persecution 
and suffering. One of the blackest chapters 
in their history is the story of their expul­
sion from Spain. In 1492, the very year 
that Columbus set out on his great adven­
tU.re, the Jews of Spain were given the 
choice- baptism or exile. At least 200.000 
chose exile. The edict of expulsion issued 
in 1492 was repealed in 1858, but freedom 
to practice the Jewish religion was for­
bidden until the recent revolution raised 
the ban. 

From many another land since 1492 have 
Jews had to flee from persecution. Once 
again they are in flight. This time it is from 
Germany, where Jew-hatred under the Nazi 
regime has made the lot of this sorely har­
assed people intolerable. Strange to say, one 
of the lands that is opening its doors to 
persecuted Jews is the land where four and 
a half centuries ago their forefathers en­
dured the indescribable cruelties of the 
Spanish Inquisition. 

Hungry for the Bible 

T HE American Bible Society, New York, 
has supplied 2,000 Civilian Conserva­

tion Corps Camp libraries each with a 
Bible. At its last meeting, the board au­
thorized a further grant of 10,000 Testa­
ments, making a total of 105,000 Testa­
ments so far provided for distribution 
among the camp men, besides many thou­
sand portions sent in response to requests. 
A Vermont chaplain writes: "I have been 
truly amazed to find boys so hungry to 
read the Bible, and have seen as many as 
thirty resting in their bunks reading the 
Testaments." 

Centenary of Presbyterian 
Church in Enqland 

PRESBYTERIANISM in England existed 
in the sixteenth century and, later, for 

some years, was the established form of 
ecclesiastical government. 
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It was in May, 1836, however, that the 
Presbyterian Church in England came into 
being as a definitely organized institution. 
Forty years later it united with the English 
Synod of the United Presbyterian Church 
to form the Presbyterian Church of Eng­
land. Ten years ago was celebrated the 
jubilee of a union; in May of this year was 
celebrated the centenary of a birth. 

As in this country many thoughtful Chris­
tians are complaining that topics of the day 
rather than the Gospel are the subjects of 
the sermons in many churches of all de· 
nominations throughout England. 

Confessional Church 
in Germany 

THE national Synod of the Confessional 
Church of Germany, which was held 

from Feb. 17-24 in Oeynhausen, took a 
decisive step to safeguard the freedom of 
the Gospel and the independence of the 
Church by declining to submit to the tem­
porary Church government imposed upon 
it by the state authorities. The resolution 
was adopted with an overwhelming majority. 

On May 15, the smoldering conflict be­
tween Nazi-appointed authorities of the 
Protesta~t Church and the Confessional 
opposition group flared up again, with the 
revelation that six oppositional clergymen 
have heen expelled from their country par-
ishes by the local authorities. . 

Two of them-the pastors of Pecina and 
Seelow, near Frankfort on the Oder-refused 
to leave and were taken into custody. The 
four others were Pastors Hechler, of Heppen­
heim; Homberg, of Dotzheim; Herrfurth, of 
Heegheim, and Wolter, of Auerstaedt. 

Prayers were offered for the ejected min­
isters at a special service at the Church of 
St. Paul the Apostle in a southwestern sub­
urb of Berlin, where two offi.'ciating clergy­
men voiced the determination of the Con­
fessional oppositionals to carryon their 
struggle against the Government's super­
vision, especially in the matter of education 
of children in the faith. The church was 
jammed to the doors, and the service passed 
off without interference. 

Methodist Episcopal Church 
Adopts Union Plan 

AT THE recent meeting of the General 
Conference, the plan of union with the 

Methodist Episcopal Church, South, and the 
Methodist Protestant Church, was adopted 
by a vote of 470 to 83. The vote must be 
ratified by the local conferences of that 
church, and must also come before the other 
bodies in formal fashion. The new body, if 
formed, will be known as the Methodist 
Church, with a membership that will make 
it one of the largest of the Protestant 
Churches of the world. 


