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us that DR. BARTLETT especially in his discus ion of the 
self-sufficiency of God and his discussion of the "kenosis or 
self-emptying of Christ" makes some highly questionable 
statements but on the whole the book is to be commended 
as an original and penetrative contribution to one of the 
profoundest subjects with which the mind of man has ever 
engaged. 

The American Tract Society has reason to be proud of 
the publication of this group of popular books. 

MORE ABOUT INFANT SALVATION 
What follows is intended as supplementary to what we 

wrote in our June issue under the heading "Calvinism and 
Infant Salvation." The main object we had in view on that 
occasion was to point out that Calvinism, so far from 
being the harshest of the Christian systems of thought as 
regards the fate of those dying in infancy is really the 
most generous and inclusive. 

We pointed out, for instance, that it is the confessions of 
the strictly Calvinistic churches and of those alone that 
positively affirm the salvation even of all the children of 
believers who die in infancy-churches like the Roman 
Catholic, the Lutheran and the Episcopalian being kept 
from doing this by reason of the stress they place on bap
tism as a means of salvation. 

We also pointed out relative to the children of unbe
lievers that while there have not been lacking Calvinists as 
well as others who have held that some or even all of these 
are lost yet that most have taken either an agnostic atti
tude as regards their fate or positively affirmed their beliefs 
in their salvation-the latter being for many years the pre
vailing opinion on their part. This latter view, as is gen
erally known, is the official view of the Presbyterian 
Church in the U. S. A. as expressed in the Declaratory 
Statement adopted in 1903: "We believe that all dying in 
infancy are included in the election of grace, and are 
regenerated and saved by Christ through the Spirit, who 
works when and where and how as He pleases." 

We might also have pointed out that while the history 
of Christian thought on this subject shows that many 
Calvinists have fallen short of believing that all those dying 
in infancy are saved yet that none of the Calvinistic con
fessions ever asserted that any of them are lost. It has, it 
is true, been held that this is implied in the Westminster 
Confession of Faith-in fact it was to guard against this 
inference that the Declaratory Statement from which we 
have just cited was adopted-but such a view is not only 
a misinterpretation of the teaching of the Confession of 
Faith but absolutely forbidden by historical considera
tions. The history of the phrase, "elect infants dying in 
infancy" makes perfectly clear that the contrast implied 
was not between "elect infants dying in infancy" and 
"non-elect infants dying in infancy" but between "elect 
infants dying in infancy" and "elect infants living to 
grow up." It is true, of course, that the Confe sion of 
Faith in its original form does not affirm the salvation of 

all those dying in infancy but at the same time it is equally 
true that it does not affirm or even necessarily imply that 
any such are lost. 

What we are particularly ' concerned to amplify in this 
connection is the statement that Calvinism is the only 
system of Christian thought in which the doctrine of the 
salvation of all those dying in infancy finds a natural 
and logical place. This means, provided this statement is 
valid, that if we as Christians are to believe in the salva
tion of all those dying in infancy in harmony with our 
other beliefs we must perforce be Calvinists. 

Please do not overlook that we state that it is the only 
system of Christian thought with which the salvation of 
all those dying in infancy is conformable. There are those 
for instance, who believe that all will be saved because of 
their innocence-having committed no sins they stand, 
so it is held, in no need of salvation. No system, however, 
that posits their salvation on the basis of the innocency of 
human infancy is in that respect Christian. No doctrine 
of infant salvation in fact, is Christian that does not recog
nize that infants too are 'lost members of a lost race for 
whom there is no salvation except as they are savingly 
united to Christ. Think what it would imply if all those 
dying in infancy were to enter heaven apart from the 
saving work of Christ. It would imply that the great ma
jority of the members of the human race who to date at 
least have entered heaven have done so under no obligation 
to Christ for their presence there. It is hardly necessary to 
argue the point. It is not even open to question that accord
ing to Christian thought none of' any age enter life except 
as they are saved by Christ. 

Before proceeding further, to prevent possible misunder
standing, let it be noted that we have not alleged that only 
Calvinists hold that all infants are saved but merely that 
they are the only Christians that hold thi,s doctrine in 
consistency with other beliefs basic to their systems. 

It is true that most Arminians, of whom the Methodists 
are the chief representatives, assert the salvation of all 
infants dying in infancy. It ,seems clear, however, that 
this doctrine is irreconcilable with their conception of the 
method of salvation. It is basic to their whole contention 
that Christ has made possible the salvation of all .but that 
He actually saves only those who put their trust in Him 
and exercise evangelical obedience. It is obvious, however, 
that those dying in infancy leave this world without having 
put their trust in Christ or having exercised evangelical 
obedience. If none the less they are saved in the same sense 
as adults it must be that they are saved in an essentiaily 
Calvinistic manner, i.e., on the basis of their unconditional 
election. Here the words of Dr. Warfield are very much 
to the point : "If only a single infant dying in irresponsible 
infancy be saved, the whole Arminian principle is traversed. 
If all infants dying such are saved, not only the majority 
of the saved, but doubtless the majority of the human race 
hitherto, have entered into life by a non-Arminian way." 

It is also true that many, perhaps most present-day 
Lutherans affirm belief in the salvation of all dying in 
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News in Nutshells 
Mission Converts in Ethiopia 
Suffer Persecution 

A LETTER to the Sudan Interior Mis
sion from one of its missionaries who 

still remains in Addis Ababa says: "Since 
February there has been a systematic at
tempt to take off the scenes most of the 
intelligentsia of the country. Those who 
have had any connection with missionaries 
are especially under suspicion, and a great 
many have been imprisoned. A considerable 
number have been executed or sent into 
exile. Many of the prominent members of 
the native missionary society connected 
with another mission were arrested the day 
the trouble began, and later the whole na
tive society-44 altogether-were taken to 
prison. Several have already disappeared, 
and it is certain that some have lost their 
lives. This is one of the most serious 
aspects of our predicament, since it seems 
that we endanger the lives of any with 
whom we have close association." 

Dr. Niemoeller Jailed 

THIS strong defender of the faith who 
has been recently jailed by the Nazi 

authorities in Germany in a last sermon 
said: "We no more think of arbitrarily 
eluding the grasp of the authorities than 
the Apostles did. We also hope that we, 
like them, would nev~r think of keeping 
silence, for the sake of worldly regulations, 
about what the Lord our Saviour has com
manded us. It remains, and will remain as 
long as the world lasts, that God ought to 
be obeyed rather than men." 

Very recently he published a book in 
English entitled, "The First Command
ment." Many sermons are being preached 
in Germany on that subject today. A dis
tinguished German pastor writes: "The 
German Faith-movement and kindred or
ganizations are making the swastika, which 
is the political symbol of the Third Reich, 
into the religious symbol of Nordic heathen
ism; as such they are setting it up against 
th~ Cross of Christ and attempting thereby 
to claim the Third Reich as the Reich that 
fulfils the world-old Nordic heathenism, and 
that can find no place for the utterly dif
ferent Christian faith .... Who does not 
see here the danger of the idolatry of State 
and people through the elevation and trans
figuration of the earthly and political into 
the divine and et~rnal?" 

Jews Reached in Scotland 

THE General Assembly of the ' Church of 
Scotland reports: "Never have so many 

Jews been reached with the Gospel, and 
never hav~ they been more sensitive to the 
appeal of Christ than today." 

The Great Physician 

ON THE eve of the annual meeting of 
the American Medical Association, Dr. 

Richard C. Cabot, distinguished Boston 
physician, told the Massachusetts Medical 
Society that the doctor is accountable for 
only ten per cent. of the healing process. 
"The body simply has a super-wisdom which 
is biased in favor of life, rather than 
death," he said. "And it is a force that does 
not make as many wrong diagnoses as I 
did when I was in practice. What is this 
powerful force? It is God-the healing 
power on which all of us depend in order 
to be here today. I earnestly commend the 
medical profession to let the patient know 
of this great force that is working within 
him, working on the patient's side, on the 
doctor's side. It adds to the patient's con
fidence in his own life, in the doctor, the 
drugs, and therapeutics. It does the medical 
profession no good to avoid the word 'God.' 
Why not teach the people the truth?" 

"Thy Touch Has Still Its 
Ancient Power" 

THE Government of India has marked its 
appreciation of a remarkable work of 

the Salvation Army in the Andaman Penal 
Settlements, by the award of the Kaiser-i
Hind medals in gold and silver to their 
officers, Major and Mrs. Sheard. Six hun
dred brutal outlaws, one-hundred-and
twenty of whom were convicted of fifty 
murders and of robberies totalling £22,500 
worth of goods have become a law abiding, 
thrifty and prosperous community. Some of 
the more desperate characters were the 
personal servants of the officers. Many 
forI:ller murderers have become Sunday
School teach~rs and Gospel preachers. 
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Church Statistics for 1936 

THE annual compilation of the statistics 
of all the Churches in the United States 

by Dr. George Linn Kieffer appeared in the 
July issue of the Christian Herald. The 
death of Dr. Kieffer occurred several 
months ago and the present tables were 
carried to completion by his wife, Mrs. 
Maud H. Kieffer. 

The religious bodies showed a net gain in 
membership last year of 837,404, bringing 
the grand total to 63,493,036. 

The Baptists continue to lead all other 
Protestant denominations with a total in
crease for the year of 140,308. The Re
formed Church follows with a gain of 
81,958; the Lutherans, with 43,905; the 
Methodists, with 41,798; the Unitarians, 
with 38,026; the Protestant Episcopalians, 
with 21,193; the Evangelicals, with 9,390; 
the Presbyterians, with 6,507; the Naza
renes, with 5,86'7; the Adventists, with 
5,435; the Mennonites, with 4,101; the In
ternational Church ,of the Foursquare 
Gospel, with 5,225; the Moravians, with 
1,624; and the United Brethren, with 1,073. 

The Baptists also continue to lead all 
Protestants in total membership with 
10,332,005. The Methodists have 9 109 359 
and the Lutherans 4,589,660. The' Ro~a~ 
Catholics have an "adult" membership of 
14,956,758 and a total membership of 20,-
831,139. 

The Presbyterian Churches show ' a total 
membership of 2,687,772, a net gain dur
ing the year of 6,507 members. The num
ber of Presbyterian ministers is 14,564, a 
gain during the year of :fifty-five. Churches 
number 14,748, a decrease of fifty. 

Liquor Interests Seek to 
Control Pennsylvania 

REV. DR. F. SCOTT McBRIDE states 
that the most powerful political group 

in the State at the present time is ·the big 
brewers headed by Mead Mulvihill. They 
would lift beer which contains alcohol out 
of its present class and make it as common 
as soda water, coca cola and other non
alcoholic drinks. They remember the past 
and are trying to unload. In the recent 
Legislature, they sought legislation to sell 
beer in gr·ocery stores and delicatessens. 
They tried to repeal the law of 1881, pro
hibiting the sale of beer in baseball parks 
and other places of amusement. By the 
hardest possible effoI1ts these provisions 
were defeated. 

The two outstanding dates for the drys 
to put in their calendar for Pennsylvania 
are September 14, 1937, the municipal pri
mary day, when there will be opportunity 
to vote on beer and liquor, and the second, 
May 17, 1938, which is the primary day for 
the general election which will determine 
largely the character of the next Legisla
ture at Harris burg. 
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