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Stand fast in the faith, quit you like men, be strong . 

. _ - ------- ----------- - ----- ------
VOL. L1. 

THE MEXICAN PROBLEM. 

The above is the title of a book 
just issued 1>y the Houghton Mifflin 
Co., of Boston. The author, C. W. 
Barron, graphically demonstrates that 
the prosperity and salvation of Mex
ico depends on the establishment of 
a government able to keep order, pro
tect life and property, and compel the 
faithful observance of contracts, For 
a long time Mexico has been the prey 
of warring' factions. Diaz's strong 
hand had previously kept order fo ~' 

forty years. It has been claimed that 
the troubles of Mexico are due to the 
gTeed of American capitalists, who 
were willing and anxious to embroil 
the United States in foren " 'ar for 
the sake of p~'otecting mines, oil 
wells, and other properties which they 
j, ., d r ll l'chased f or a song. 

While not all capitalists are an
gels, it is indisputable that the '),-'arts 
r-r ~.ks: i co \':h ich en joy the most pros
nCl'ity, which furnish the most com
for ts of life to the native population , 

, 

NO.9 

and which furnish the fewest soldiers 
to the warring factions, are those in 
which foren capital has entered and 
furnisht the improvements which 
only great capital can. The most 
noteworthy example of this is the 
Tampico oil-field, toward which thC' 
various factional chiefs cast a long
ing eye, on account of the possibil
ities it offers for levying tribute. The 
book is very interesting and instruc
tive, and can be obtained for $1. 

MID-WEEK PRAYER MEETING 
TOPICS. 

September 5-Abounding Grace. 
II Cor. 9 :8. 

September 12-Salvation to the 
Gentiles. Acts 11 :18. 

September 19-Th~ Church in tilt' 
Home. Romans 16:5. 

September 26--Suitable Subject" 
for Thought and Conversation. Phil. 
4:8. 

October 3-The Peace of Christ. 
John 14:27. 
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CHURCH NEWS 

SP ARTA, ILLINOIS. 

The W. M. S. met July 31 in the 
church. The subject for devotional 
hour was "Brotherly Love." The 
leader was Mrs. Anna Reid. 

We had the pleasure of hearing 
Rev. W. E. McClure, of Columbus, 
0., who preacht for us on July 22. 

Dr. and Mrs. James Smiley, of In
rlianapolis, Indiana, visited home folks 
the latter part of July. This was 
Mrs. Smiley's first visit to Sparta. 

Mr. Edgar CalT has :returned from 
Iowa. 

Mr. David Stormont, of Henrietta, 
Oklahoma, was with Sparta friends 
the ftrst of August. He used to live 
here, but it has been shteen years 
since hi!:; last visit, and he finds that 
many changes have taken place in 
that time. 

Mr. and Mrs. Hugh Dickey left 
August 8; for Greeley, Col. They 
will be gone about two months for 
Mrs. Dickey's health. 

Mn;. Maggie Benson, of Colorado, 
is at the home of her brother, Mr. 
S:mmel :Mclntyre. She came to be 
with Mrs. McIntyre, who has been ill 
for some time. 

CEDARVILLE, OHIO. 

During the past month, Cedarville 
has been the Mecca for former Cedar
ville boys who are now labol'ing in 
other town" ancl states. Re\,. R. C. 

Galbreath and family have been visit
ing his mother, Mrs. Elizabeth Gal
breath. Rev. R. B. Wilson and fam
ily have been visiting Mrs. Wilson's 
parents, Mr. and Mrs. J. R. Orr. Mr. 
and 1\1rs. Orr have also enjoyed the 
preSf>J1Ce of a younger daughter, Mrs. 
McClellan, accompanied by her hus
band, Rev. E. B. McClellan. Rev. 
A. S. Creswell and wife have been 
visiting at his parents ' home, 1\11'. and 
r.lrs. W. H. Creswell. Rev. T. R. 
TU.l1(')' and family have been 'visiting
at tl18 h01:1e of Prof. McChesney. 

Prof. S. C. Wright and daughter, 
]\Tmjorie. made a short visit to his 
former heme in Idaville, Indiana, and 
were accompanied on their return by 
his sister and her husband, Mr. and 
Mrs. Fred Francis. 

Miss Florence Williamson is ser
iously ill with typhoid fever. 

Dr. Chesnut and family retm neel 
from their Illinois trip in July. IIis 
condition at this writing shows no lm
pl'ovcment. 

Rev. Thomas Whyte occupied the 
pulp it during the six weeks oJ Sum
mer School. Rev. A. S. Creswell 
p~'cacht on August 5, Rev. T. R. Tur
ner on August 12, Rev. R. B. Wilson 
on August 19; while Rev. R. C. Gal
brcath is scheduled for August 21). 

The c,jndition of Prof. Calvin C. 
MOl ton shows some improvcmen~. 

Miss Gallagher and nephew, of 
Coulterville, Illinois, have been visit
ing nt the home of Dr. Chcsnut. 
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Frank Creswell, Paul Creswell, 
Cameron Ross, and Roscoe McCorkell, 
and Robert Conley are among the 
soldiers from this district. 

MURDOCK- Walter Murdock, son 
of Silas M. and J ennie Little Mur
dock , was born J une 19, 1875, in the 
""sidence located on the H. H. McMil
an f arm now owned by A. H . Cres

well , and died J uly 30, 1917. His 
MotheI', a most amiable ChI'istian 
woman, past into her heavenly home 
only four years after Walter's birth. 
1'he lad was tenderl y cared for and 
t rained by his father and his aunt 
Mary, until the new home was 
formed and he found a new and very 
devoted mother in the present Mrs. 
Mur dock. With the exception of five 
years in Kansas and a short time in 
1.1, ,, :' ('r! 11 'Va't~r livn (] in this home; 
and here he most f ondly loved and 
was loved by fa ther and mother and 
hrother and sister s. He was natural
ly kind and affectionat e, and pos
sessed of a gracious manner and an 
intuitive sense which won f or him a 
h ost of fr iends,' most of whom 
thoughtfully r emembered him in va r-
10us kindly ways during h is stay in 
the h ospital. He was ver y appreci
ative of these tokens of est eem , and 
wouM speak of them to visitors as 
they went t o see him. F orgetful of 
hi s o,,-n intense sufferings, h e never 
failed to ask th ose who called upon 
him for their friends, and especially 
f or the sick. On the aft ernoon be
f ore hi s death, he asked that a mes
sage be "taken to each of his sick 
f riends in Cedarville, and especially 

to Dr. Chesnut, his pastor. 
The illness which caused his death 

came suddenly, and was serious an!] 
severe from the outset. He suffered 
excruciatingly f r om it. H e was r eo 
lieved from the intense pain by a 
surgical operation; and was r ecover
ing nicely until complications set in. 
After a strong resistance, his weak
ened f r ame was beset by that dread 
disease, pneumonia . It \"as but a 
few days till death cam-e and set hi~ 
soul f r ee ; and gave his tired wornoui 
body the r est and sleep which awaits 
the call of the r esurrection morn. All 
that human mind and skill and the 
love and care of his p arents alld 
brothers and sist ers, and of physic
ians and nurses could plan and do 
was done f or Walter. God has a bet
'1;;,1' plan and a wiser purpose for him 
in the celest ial mansions. Thither has 
he gone to be with Christ, which' i, 
far better. 

Walter early united with the Re
formed Presbyt erian church , Main 
St reet, Cerlarville, of which he re
mained- a member thruout his life. 

On his deathbed, he t old both hi R 
pastor and the writer that , while he 
would like t o get well , he h aG re
signed all to Christ; and what ever 
God willed should be his will. 0 11 
his last Sabbath aft ernoon, he said 
that he was finding h is Savior prec
iou s. and putting his t rust in Him. 

There is no death to the Christian 
He only goes asleep. Asleep in 
Jesus, blessed sleep, that knows no 
waking but to joy and peace ever
lasting. 
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EDITORIAL. 

The War, and America's entry into 
it. is expect ed to do many t hings; but 
if it does nothing else, it will have 
performed a good task in showing us 
our unsuspected weaknesses. It is 
t oo much to expect that a nation 
could travel 11 long time in peace 
without becoming soft. Too much 
prosperity has made us flabby, both 
in body and mind. 

A year 01' two ago, when we 
"alarmists" were reprimanded for 
suggesting that the United States, 
unless it took part in the war, would 

be in great danger from the victor, 
the counter-advice was given that all 
the participants in the European 
struggle would be so worn out that 
they could not attack us if they 
would. This has been disproved in 
a ll past history. A nation is never 
so competent to carryon war than 
when it has just got thru one. All 
useless appendages have been cast 
away. They have just learned what 
to do and what not to do in order 
to be most efficient. The machinery 
is all shiny and oiled. All interfer
ences with prompt action have been 
swept away. This being the case, it 
is just as well that the United States 
should scrape off the rust and get the 
machinery well ol ed. 

Another lesson that we are learn
ing is that there should be drastic 
measures taken for the health and 
strength of the young men of the 
nation. If ever a man should be 
strong, it is between the ages ot 
twenty-one and thirty-one. But one 
need read only the accounts of ho\\' 
many are rejected for physical de
fects, especially in the cities, to be
come convinced that government in
terference is necessary to compel 
people to cultivate their physical 
health. To this end liquors and cig
arettes should be banished. The 
social evil should be attacked in a 
vigorous way. Out-(ioor life should 
be encouraged. We are sure that (lut 
of our present experience will grO\\
an insistent demand for universal 
military training, which is somethin.r; 
different from militarism. 
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MEETING OF PITTSBURG Those who did not want to Come to ' 
PRESBYTERY the wedding feast began with one 

The Pittsburg R. P. Presbytery 
will meet in the Fairview It. P. 
Church on the second Tuesday of §ep
t ember, at 1 o'clock a. m. Clerks of 
Sessions are requested to forward 
their Sessional Records for examina
tion, according, to the law of Ceneral 
Synod. 

ALEXANDER SAVAGE, Clerk. 

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS. 

consent to make excuse. They did 
not hunt for reasons, because reasons 
do not have to be hunted for. They 
suggest themselves, and they do it 
so convincingly that even if we arc 
slow of speech and poor in argument. 
our friends can see that we are sin-
cere. 

Moses proved himself one of the 
great men of hist ory, but in this 
chapter he does not appear in a good 
light. He was not a hardened crim
inal, but he was afraid of himself . 
of his powers and abilities. He had 

• trained himself in piety during his 
R. W. Miller, La Porte, Texas; Su- long stay in the wilderness, but it 

sanna Patton, Youngstown, 0.; Sam- had made him shy. He would not 
uel McKeown, Philadelphia; John have been afraid to defend his flock 
Kerr, Orange, Cal. against a wild beast, but he loved 

solitude rather than the society of 
FRIENDS OF CEDARVILLE COL- his fellowmen. 

LEGE AND CONTRIBUTIONS. During his early life he had been 
prominent at the Egyptian court. 
Slyness had no place there. But 

The contribution of Cedarville con- wilderness life cultivates timidity in 
gregation to Cedarville College for the presence of human society, and 
the quarter ending July 31 was so Moses began to hunt excUses. 
$58.69. What excuses do we hunt when we 

are called upon to do our duty? Do 
NOTES ON THE we sa'y that the case is hopeless? Do 

CHRISTIAN ENDEAVOR TOPICS. we know more about that than God? 

TOPIC FOR SEPTEMBER 9, 1917. 

Are You a Yes-But? 
(Exodus 4:1-7.) 

When we do not have a reason for 
not doing a thing, we hunt for an 
excuse. Then! is quite a difference. 

How can we hope to inherit eternal 
life if we disobey God? 

TOPIC FOR SEPTEMBER 16, 1917. 

A Christian's Power. 
(Acts 1:1-8.) 

The source of the Christian's power 
is the Holy Spirit. We can do no 
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Hfective Christian work without His Co-operation and unity are almnst 
presence and blessing. The apostles the same, but not altogether. Har
were commanded to wait in Jeru- mony is something else yet. We 
salem until they were endued with should all pray for Christian unity, 
power from on high. In present day and we should certainly always work 
terms, they were not as yet prepared. in harmony, but we should keep in 

They might have said that they mind the distinction between them 
had been with Jesus for three years, and co-operation. 
and that He had taught them dili- Different denominations can co
gently all that they were to preach in operate, and should do it. Different 
the world. They had all the facts. congregations in the same town can 
But they needed something more. co-operate, and should do it. Some
Facts without the power to convince times a congregation splits, and two 
fall upon the soul like a dead weight. cOllgregations of the same denomina-

So they waited for the c(l"xing of tion are formed in the same town. If 
the Holy Spirit. 'he result ""'"=1.S such the split was because of internal dis
a transformati, "\ n their .' ·;s that sensions, they are defeating Ule very 
their listeners could scarcely believe purpose of God, because the two con
that they were the same men that gregations are formed to perpetuate 
they had known so long. ,the split and the discord. The ques-

Some men are energetic and yet tion, "How can two walk together 
not endowed with the Spirit. You except they be agreed?" was not 
can easily tell them. They are asked for Tth'e' pUl'pose of separating 
strong engines, but they are running them" and ' permitting them to keep 
in tjle Wl]ong di'tectidh. MOl:al Gon·- up their disagreement, but to induce 
sid,e~;ations do not' affect · theh' conr. ,them to harmonize their differences 
du.ct, and they. 'will -tell y?U ~hat cOn- .and· stay ' 7,o!},ether. 
sCIence does not ,figure m ~t. ~t all. When Jesu,s sent out the discipl~s , 
Such are not b0rn of- the Splnt. .• , twoqand two, he paired them off by 

T,hE! worh:l mocks 'at the p_ower. of differences of temperament. The ob
the 1 Swri.t .. ·· It , cannot see how such , ject was to make one's characteristics 
a gentle process ean accomplish re- counterbalance the deficiencies of the 
suIts. After a long time, when the othel':'" "I"his should be our aim in'\ 
work, I is done, then 'the worldly can. Christian work. No man liveth unto 
see it, but even then ' tHey ' will often himself. We should hunt up partners 
not acknowledge it. who are unlike ourselves, in order 

x , . ' that as many good qualities as pos-
TOPIC FOR SEPTEMBER 2,3, 1917. sible might be found in each squad. 

How We Sho~I<L ~W.ork' Together. The test of the .wiscJom of this will 
. (John 17:20,-2&.) : fI b' be found in tAe results.. ,We are l.?o~-

This is a lesson on . cO'"0peraAlWn. ing for fruit, ampf, the frui-t is good, 
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the tree must be good. 

TOPIC FOR SEPTEMBER 30, 1917. 

Home·Mission Work Among Immi
grants. (Psalm 67.) 

obeying the voice of his Mastcl". 
Home-Mission Work among Immi
grants is really Foren-Mission Work 
transferred to our own soil. 

There is too · much of a tendency TOPIC FOR OCTOBER 7, 1917. 
among many people in the United Christ's Yoke: What It Is and How to 
States to look down upon foreners as Wear It. (Matthew 11 :25-30.) 
inferior both in intellect and in char- Because a yoke is heavy, the Use 
acter. Forty years ago there was of the word "yoke" has often been 
great outcry against the immigration confused with "burden." Every Cluis
from northem Europe. It was said tian has burdens to bear, and they 
that they would spoil the good old are often heavy. But we should not 
Anglo-Saxon stock. Twenty years confuse them with yokes. When we 
later, when that immigration had al- mean burdens we should say burdens, 
most ceased, and the country was and when we say yokes we should 
flooded v'vith Italians, Greeks, and Bul- mean yokes. 
garians, the cl'iticjsm~ ,yas , .modified, . The'" y()l~e \~v~h put uppn the oxen 
anrl people began to long for, the not to ~add to their burden, but t o 
"good" Teutonic b1ood. .Just Jit Pws,. make it possIlJle to"'p:trform thei r 
cnt, therc is a ' 'gWiat ~Jjsltke of eve,ry- duties more efficiently. ' At the ame 
thing , Teutonic, on ' 'accou'nt' of . the time, the yoke keeps thetn in ' lin~. 
war, and on accouh't of tEe' acts of The yoke is a restriction upoil f""I'Per'
the Prussian autocracy; but after the sonal liberty," but it leads to tfte m;~ 
\ ': :1.1' is OVtUO, >and \VC can again look erty' fu:l.t make; 'us free in eln-ist. \ ,[\ 
at matters · with the'P'l"opE!i pel'spec- Jesus" dhrist.) s , our yokelf e1l8" ,{.l1 
tive, the Question 0f ·wlia:t to "dS "with WithOllt"" Him we . can do 'no'thing: 
the immi.grnnt will agaTH (bo'm up Witlr'Hlln ,ve 2a~ do all thing~.'r Paul' 
more prominently than ever. • Some ' has much to say abol.}t this"phu8'e bf -

( \. f I ~ !.. • 

think that there will be ' a gl e'a't ffood the topic. He exemplified in ' his 
of immigration, people striving to get Chl'istidn liIe '~ha~ the Chri~tiah 

!, '-/ ,1, - ' 
away from the ,hon:o:ES '.arit! misei'ies shoula anvays do as a co-wol'ker ' wi'tlr u 

of the w,a~'1 , qther.s , ,seeking a ' new Christ. 'Ye can do ;no better " thai'!' r 

start in life. , The~e will >be a demand follow the ' adviqe of the Holy Bpi'riot 
for stridt i'mU).jgration laws, probably 'as ' transmitted · by the !mnd of" Pau'l. 
even for total exclusion. " '" I ? 

The Christian, Will h~ve to look Gtt . NOTES aN 'TII'E INTERNATJON'AJJ 
this questi'on 'w'ith ~hristian , eyes. He SABBATH SCHOOL LESSONS . . 'J.,., 

cannot favQ'r Fbl'en Mission work '(Rev; W. R. McChesney, Ph.D."D.D .. ) I 

abl"oao, and obiect 'i9 it at .home. lie ' ~ ,( ILl • :'\ ,-"- - " 'f 

must ' either lav~~ 'b~th~l' ne-ithel" ESSON FOR SEPTEMBER 9, 1.917. 
and if he favors neither, he is dis~ • The Ben~fits of Total AlistinC11ce:' 
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Temperance Lesson. 
(Dan. 1:8-20.) 

I Golden. Text-Dan. 1:8. 
Psalms-37, 52, 59. 
Introduction-Our lessons during 

the month will be in the prophecy of 
Daniel. It would be well to read the 
entire book at one sitting. It natur
ally divides into two parts; the first 
being historical (chaps. I-VL), nar
rating the rise and influence of Dan
iel at the Babylonian court and the 
capture of Babylon by the Medes; the 
second \!eing prophetic (chaps. VII
XII), and consistihg of visions. 

I. A Pure and Courageous Purpose. 
8. Daniel was a captive from J u

dah in the palace of King Nebuchad
nezzar in Babylon. The meat and 
wine set before Daniel had first been 
offered in acts of worship to idols. 
To partake of them would in Daniel's 
mind have· been to acknowledge idol
atry. He resolved that he would not 
defile himself with them. It did not 
take Jews and Chaldeans long to 

.learn where Daniel stood in matters 
of religion. 

9. God helpt Daniel thru his dis
position to maintain his resolve. One 
does not need to be surly to be firm 
for the right. 

10. It required courage to refuse 
the king's free provisions, especially 
since command has been given for 
th'eir appoinbnent. It would seem 
that Daniel and his companions could 
not flourish on what they had chosen 
to eat and drink; and if they should 
not, the prince of the eunuchs, whose 
charge it was to supply their food, 

would be held accountable even to 
death . To do right always requires 
courage, and we are not to count th~ 
cost. 

II. The Purpose Put to the Proof. 
11-12. Daniel required only a sim

ple drink and diet for a period of ten 
days. Less luxury and more simplic
ity at our tables is one thing much 
needed today. Pulse was vegetables 
in general. 

13. The countenance is the index \ 
of the physical condition. People who 
are temperate in eating fear no com
parison in complexion with high 
livers. 

14-15. No one knows how much the 
prince of the eunuchs must have wor
ried about the health and appearance 
of Daniel and his companions during 
the ten days. How astonisht he must 
have been at the unexpected and yet 
natural results of temperance. 

16. Melzar was convinced. If we 
could get the people of our country 
everywhere to live on plain food and 
to close tight the saloons for ten 
days, gormandizing and drinking of 
intoxicants would l"eceive their beath
blow. 

III. The Purpose Stood the Test. 
17. God approves the course of pur

ity and adds blessings thereto. 

18-20. When the examination be
fore the king came, the temperance 
boys past it with a grade of 100 per 
cent. Whiskey, tobacco, and stimu
lants are enemies to progress. Tem
perance in all things is the key to 
promotion. 
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LESSON FOR 
SEPTEMBER 16, 1917. 

The Fiery Furnace. 
(Dan. 3 :16-27.) 

Golden Text-Isa. 43:2. 
Psalms-H, 20, 25, 27. 
Introduction-The last lesson saw 

a noble purpose in every-day life put 
to the test courageously maintained 
and triumfantly victorious. This les
son sees religion put to the t est and 
equally triumfant. 

1. Faith in God. 
17. One who comprehends the pow

er, wisdom, and love of God cannot 
dout His ability and willingness to 
deliver His people in any and all their 
distresses. 

18. And if He does not save us 
from physical death, that is no reason 
why we should be unfaithful to Him 
and give our homage to another. 
Faith says, "Tho He slay me, yet will -
I trust Him." 

II. Faith Put to a Stem Test. 
19. Their faith and loyalty to, it 

lost them the friendship of the king 
and incurred his wrath and ingenuity 
to destroy them. The world always 
thinks that faith is stubbornness. 

20. The world's men of might have 
often been the most consistent op
ponents of the true faith. 

21. All conditions seemed favorable 
to the king's desire. Sometimes ev
erything appears unlikely to the suc
cess of faith. 

22. The world's mighty ones fre
quently perish in their attempts to 
dest roy the righteous. 

23. God's people are sometimes 

called to lie down bound in the fireR 
of affliction, sorrow, disappointment, 
and persecution, but they are always 
sustained. 

III. The Victory of Faith. 
24. Nebuchadnezzar is not the only 

man who has been astonisht at the 
triumphs of faith. Count up the list 
of its victories. 

25. This test of faith revealed the 
Christ to Nebuchadnezzar and the 
truth of God's promise to all the ages. 
Be faithful when tested. God is try
ing to reveal something worth while 
thru you. 

26. The King countermands his or· 
del'S. So shall opposition to Christ 
and religion finally end. 

LESSON FOR 
SEPTEMBER 23, 1917. 

Daniel in the Lion's Den. 
(Dan. 6 :10-23.) 

Golden Text-Psalm 37:4. 
Psalms-31, 35, 40, 46. 
Introduction-Often we are placed 

between God and man. Many fear 
men more than God, and are led to 
take an unwise course. This lesson 
is to teach us that we should fem 
God rather than man and act accord
ingly. 

1. Faithfulness and Courag·e. 
10. Man-made laws cannot change 

Christian convictions. A faithful 
Christian will be loyal to God, no 
difference who oppases. Many a fam
ily altar has been broken down from 
lack of courage. 
II. The Righteous Not Free from 

Trouble. 



153 REFORMED PRESBYTER1Ai\ ADVOCATE 

16. Daniel was not serving God to of God. (Read Daniel 9 :3-19.) 
escape from difficulties. Whoever Golden Text-Psalm 103:8. 
would be a Christian must expect Psalms-I, 9, 50, 101. 
trials. Our faithfulness to God com- July 1. Isaiah's Call to Heroic Ser-
mends Him to others. ice. Isaiah 6. Golden Text-Isaiah 

17. Kings and princes have often 6:8. The Vision. The Call. Discour
plotted against the Lord's people. agement. Promise. 
thinking that their purpose would not July 8. Ahaz, the Faithless King. 
be changed. II Chron. 28:1-5, 20-27. Golden Text 

III. A Troubled Conscience. -Heb. 11:6. Opportunity of Youth 
18. That night there was a troubled and Inheritance. Advantages Abused. 

monarch in his palace. No sleep God's Graciousness. 
came to his eyes. He had done wrong July 15. Hezekiah, the Faithiul 
to an innocent and just man. Evil King. II Chron. 30:1-13. Golden Text 
converts happy homes into places of -Heb. 11:6. Prepared for His Work. 
misery. Temple Cleansed. Worship Restored. 

19. The king was more ::mxious Invitations Sent Out. Great Pass
about Daniel's faith than about the over. Reformation. 
Kinll,·dom. 

20. The very manner of the king 
showed hi s intense earnestness. His 
hope was that God had spared the 
one that he had tried to ruin. How 
often people try to injure others, and 
then hope that God will avert the 
calamity. 

July 22. Sennacherib's Invasion of 
Judah . II Kings 19:20-22, 28-37. Gol
den Text-Psalm 46:1. Praver An
swered. Encouragement Given. Com
plete Victory. 

July 2!l. God's Gracious Invita
tion. Isaiah 55 :1-11. Gohlrn Text-

IV. A Calm Soul. Isaiah 55 :6. The Gracious Invitat ion . 
21. How many would have been as Urged to Accept. The Conditions t o 

courteous as Daniel under similar cir- Receive. God's Plan Sure. 
cumstances? I August 5. Manasseh's Sin and Re-

22. Our greatest ~angers are as pentance. II Chron. 33 :9-16. Golden 
nothing when we are innocent and Text-Isaiah 55:7. A Good Father. 
have God as our protector. A Bad Son. Why He Became Bad. 

23. Even our enemies are eventual- National Decline. Manasseh Con-
ly led to rejoice over us and con-
gratulate us when we consistently 
pursue the right course. Nothing can 
hurt the child of God in the path of 
duty. God is his shield. 

LEi-ISON FOR 
SEPTEMBER 30, 1917. 

Review: The Goodness and Severity 

verted. Forgiven and Restored. 

August 12. Josiah's Good Reign. 
II Chron.· 34:1-13. Golden Text
Eccl. 12:1. A Good Mother. Early 
Seeks God. Reforms His People. Re
pairs the Temple. 

August 19. Finding the Book of 
the Law. II Chron .• 34:14-19, 29-33. 
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Golden Text-Psalm 119:16. The mands. 
Book of the Law Founcl. Read in the 
Pre .nce of King and People. The 
Effect. 

August 26. The Captivity of Ju
dah. II Kings 25:1-11. Golden Text 
-Ezek. 33:11. The First Captivity. 
The End Coming to the Nation. The 
Second Captivity. The Downfall. 
The Promise. 

Sept. 2. The Shepherd of Captive 
Israel. Ezek. 34:11-16, 23-27. Golden 
Text-Psalm 23:1. The Lord the 
Good Shepherd. The Shepherd Seek
ing the Lost Sheep. The Shepherd 
Conquers Our Enemies. Vision of 
the Shepherd and His Blessings. 

(The remaining Lessons of the 
Quarter are founcl in full in this num
ber of The AdvocatE).} 

LESSON FOR OCTOBER 7, 1917. 

Psalms of Deliverance. 
(Psalms 85 and 126.) 

Golden Text-Psalm 126:5. 
Psalms-12, 51, 70, 89. 
Introduction-The Psalms are God's 

own songs of praise. It befits all 
people to praise God. No humar 
mind can compose songs which will 
adequately express the praise that 
human beings ought to render to the 
infinite God. Surely the fact that 
Goel in His W orel commands us to 
sing psalms, and because He gave 
them as the best expression of our 
praise in His worship ought to be 
argument ' enough to commend the 
position of psalm-singers and induce 
all of God's to praise Him by the 
songs that He both desires and com-

1. God's grace in restoring Judah 
from captivity is celebrated. Think 
of how many times and in how many 
di:ffer~nt ways God has restored your 
soul. Have you praised Him? 

2. God forgave much to His peopl e 
and covered up much that was dark 
in their history. Forgiveness for 
them and for you cost Him the cross 
and brot everlasting deliverance. 

3. The wrath of God is righteous. 
It ~s against sin. The sins of Judah 
were incalculably heinous. They were 
forgiven, and the wrath of God Wa.>; 

tumed into love. 0 the riches and 
depth of the mercies of God. 

4. Judah prayed for a changed life 
toward God, and a spirit of divine 
love toward them. We can begin a 
changed life only by prayer, for pray
er is the voice of our desires; and we 
shall never pray for a changed life 
until we desire it. 

5_ Sometin1es we question the mei'
cies of God, especially when we arc 
passing under the rod that we richly 
deserve to feel. 

6. In such an attitude, we need a 
revival of memories of God's right 
hand of goodness; and then our night 
of sorrow shall be turned into a morn
ing of joy. 

7. God's mercy is ever about us 
but sometimes we need to have oui' 
eyes opened to see it. When W t' 

earnestly request salvation, God wil ~ 

grant it. 
8. The prayer of the psalmist i;. 

now ended, and he is in a waiting at-

titude to hear God's answer. He 
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knows that after such a request the 
answer will be one of peace, but with 
the admonition to be faithful. 

9-13. Now comes God's answer
They who revere ,God have His sav
ing presence, and become the pro
pagators of His glory in their com
munity. 

10. Grace and judgment both have 
their just claims. They met at Cal
vary and joined hands. In Christ 
Jesus and the atonement they are 
harmonized. 

11. Truth now crusht to the ground 
shall rise again, and Heaven's ~judg
ment shall vindicate the cause of 
truth in the earth. 

12. God is in every good move
ment, and the Giver of every perfect 
blessing; and our country, confront
ing so many perils, shall yet be pur
ified and do God's will and reap His 
reward. 

13. But all this much come thru 
righteous avenues, for God can only 
prqsper the just. 

Psalm 126. The return of Judah 
from captivity was seemingly so in
credible that it was as a dream, and 
caused hilarious rejoicing, and magni
fied J ehovah among the heathen. The 
Psalm closes with a prayer for, and 
a prophecy of, the successful deliv
erance of Judah from captivity. 

CURRENT SECULAR EVENTS. 

The Great War has entered upon 
its fourth year, appare~tly as fal' 
fI'om ending as ever. While ther e is 
fierce fighting every day, the fighting' 

of the past two yeal'S has been on so 
enormous a scale that it takes some
thing extraordinary to draw· even 
passing comment in the press. Most 
of the time is spent in wondering 
how much longer the Central Powers 
can hold out. 

The Pope issued an appeal for 
peace last month, which some thinK 
was inspired by Austria and Ger
many. At any rate it did not impress 
England and the United St",t es very 
much, as it did not touch on the ques
tion of what shall be done with the 
Pl'ussian autocracy. From a r elig
ious point of view, it is quit e a hu
miliation to the Roman Catholics and 
an encouragement to the Protest ants ; 
because it shows how far the Papacy 
has fa llen from the time when it was 
the arbiter of nations. 

Congress has past the food bill, and 
Hoover has been appointed food dic
t ato}'. A committee has been ap
pointed to aid him. The conservat ion 
of food supplies has been going on 
unofficially all summer. Hoover inti
mates that he will st abilize the price 
of wheat, if the government has to 
buy every bushel in the Unit ed 
Stat es. The f oren powers have ap
pointed a purchasing agent in the 
United States, who buys for all and 
thus avoids compet itive bidd in!\', 
which would naturally be the case if 
each nation had an ag'ent of its own. 
The pr ice of coal will come next aiter 
that of wheat, and all'eady there are 
threats of strikes if the miners do 
not get the wages that they want. 
The government may have to t ake 
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the mines under control, swear in the 
miners as government employees, and 
pay them such wages as they choose. 
After that, a threat to strike could 
be construed as treason .. 

But the most significant thing is, 
that this war is bringing the Social
ist Platform into operation. For 
many years, to call any scheme social
istic was to condemn it at the stm·t. 
The Socialist Party was especially 
angry at the Democratic Party, be
cause the Democratic plans for the 
good of the common people were con
sidered only half-way measures that 
appeased the people and hindered the 
progress of out-anc\.-out socialism. 
The Republican Party, with its com
plete opposition to socialistic meas
ures, was considered less aggravat
ing. Now the fortunes of war have 
put the Democratic Party in a posi
tion where it must carry out the pet 
Socialist principles. As the war goes 
on we will see more of this. 

The examination of the young men 
for the National Army took place in 
August, and soon nearly a million of 
men will be in training camps. A 
g'l'eat deal of preparation has been 
made this summer, and some men 
have been put on the fighting line. 
Next year ought to see the end of 
the war. 

Goethals and Denman have both re
signed from the Ship Construction 
Doard, the latter by request. Ad
miral Capps has succeeded Goethals, 
and the work is progressing nicely. 
An immense aerial navy is also being 
constructed. Surely no nation was 

ever so fortunate as the United 
States, in having the privilege of tak
ing five months time after war has 
been declared, to prepare an army 
and all that pertains thereto. 

OUR COLLEGE. 

The 24th year of Cedarville Col
lege, Cedarville, Ohio, opens Sept. ] 2 
1917, at 9:30 A. M. in the Colleg'p 
Chapel. The address of the day will 
be given by Rev. D. D. Dodds, pastor 
o-f the First U. P. Church, Xeni,., O. 

The outlook for attendance is good. 
The new members of the faculty will 
add strength and scholarship. The 
expenses are low. Board and room 
and tuition and books for the. entire 
college year cost $217. The aclvan
tages are all that can be found in the 
first-class modern college. The mural 
,and religious influences are excep
tionally good. 

The College is recognized by the 
Department of Public Instruction of 
the State of Ohio, for the certifica
tion of teachers, and by all the lead
ing colleges and universities of our 
country. 
. We shall welcome all young people 
m our own and other churches who 
are seeking a college education, We 
ask the people of our own church to 
co-operate with us in directing the 
youth of our own church to Cedar
ville College. As we begin the duties 
of another year, we beg your prayers, 
efforts, and contributions, that we 
may be blest together in the furtheJ'
ance of Christian education thru the 
channel of our own church. 

Yours sincerely, 
W. R. McCHESNEY. 
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REFORMED PRESBYTERIAN 

THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY 
IN SESSION AT 

Cedarville, Ohio 
Next Session Opens September 12, 1917. 

Full Faculty 
Thoro Modern Courses. Specialties in Mission and 

Bible Study for both sexes. 

Fr«<e to all denominations. Open to students at all times. 
Young men of our own church are asked to consider the 
Gospel Ministry . 

For further particulars write to 

REV . J. L. CHESNUT, D. D, Dean. 

, 

TREASURF.RS OF CHURCH BOARDS. 

Foreign Mission Board-A. B. M('Millan, Sparta, Illinois. 
Cedarville College-F. A Jurkat, Cedarville, Ohio. 
Sustentation Fund--W. J. Tmbrie, New Galilee, Pennsylvania . 
Home Mission Board-W. J. Imbrie, New Galilee, Pennsylvania. 
Board of Church F.xtC'nsion-W. J. Imbrie, New Galilee, Pelln-

Aylvania. 
Disabled Ministers' Fund-F. A Jurkat, CedaJ:Ville, Ohio. 
General Synod's Fund-Dr. J. L. Chesnut, Cedarville, Ohio. 
Theological Seminary cmd Lamb Fund-·W. J. Imbrie, New Gali-

lee, Pennsylvania. 
Board of Education-Rev. W. R. McChesney, Cedarville, Ohio. 



Cedarville College 
- - -

Cedarville, Ohio 

Up-to-date courses in BiblE', English, Latin, 
Greek, French, Germa!l, Hebrew, Mathema
tics, Sdence, Philosophy, Economics, Soci-
ology, Politics, Cooking, Sewing, Oratory, ) 
and Music. ' 

Well equipped Laboratories. Good Library. 
Large Gymnasium. College and University 
trained teachers. B~st Moral and Religious 
Influences. Students received at any time. 

Write for Catalog to 

REv. W. R. MCCHESNEY, PH.D.: D. D_, PRESIDENT. 


