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Christ.  We need not expect to have our whole life mapped
out for us at once, but must trust him to guide us day by
day, and step by step.

The last essential, “the surrendered life,” means absolute
yielding to God. Unless we love God more than ourselves,
and are ready to sacrifice our life if need be, we will not be able
to enter the holy of holies and have sweet communion.

The surrendered life is the great sccret of receiving the
Holy Spirit. It is the secret of blessedness and power; it is
the secret of light and knowledge, of joy and companionship.
The best will be withheld until we surrender our wills and
all that we have without restraint or rescrve.

We may fulfill all the other conditions, but if we refuse to
yield ourselves to God as instruments of righteousness, we
are robbing ourselves of all that makes life worth living, and
makes ecternity rosy and golden with gladness, beauty and
clory.

REV. DR. R. E. THOMPSON

In a recent newspaper item, I noticed an account of the
death of Robert E. Thompson, P. D., for more than fifty vears

-one of Philadelphia’s educators. IHe was one of my classmates

in the Theological Seminary, 1865-68. He was not perhaps
above the average in his intellect, but he did excel in his appli-
cation, and in his retention of what he gained by his studies.
He was a most diligent student. and he had a wonderful mem-
orv. He Lecame a professor mn the University of Pennsy'-
vania, and for nearly half a cemtury was connected with the
:ublic schools of Philadelphia.  For many years he was prin-
cipal of the Central High School. He wrote a number ot
volumes, and was an able contributor to the press. He left
our church during the “Suspended Relations™ period. begin-
ning in 1868, The Sunday School Times has this to sayv of
him :

In the death of Dr. Robert Ellis Thompson at his home in Phila-
delphia, October 19, there passed frem carthly service one of the most
distinguished Christian educators, preachers, and writers of our genera-
tion. For many years Dr. Thompson was a valued member of The
Sunday School Times' editorial staff. Like the first editor of this
paper, John S. Hart. Dr. Thompson was also president of the Central
High School of Philadelphia. His knowledge in almost every line of
study and rescarch was encyclopedic; one needed but to ask him a
question concerning this or that character, or historical incident, or
scientific fact, or religious truth, and instantly the information would
flow forth in a way that made one think Dr. Thompson must have
been studving nothing else but that subject in order to answer that
very question,

He was a Presbyterian minister, and one of his sermons on the



14 REFORMED PRESBYTERIAN ADVOCATE

Twelve Apostles was preached over and over again, so many .timcs
upon request, that The Sunday School Times finally persuaded him to
- put it into booklet form, and many are grateful today for his little
book, “The Apostles as Every-Day Men.” )

Dr. Thompson ws an Irishman, and he never lost his Irish wit nor
his Irish polemics. When the present editor of The Times was an
undergraduate at Yale, he heard Dr. Thompson deliver an address
before the students of that university, and the opening statement was
somewhat as follows: "There are always men who are unwilling to
take sides on any question. ‘They remind me of the man who said,
‘There are some who say there ix a God, and there are some who say
there is not a God, but for myself T believe the truth lies somewhere
between those two extremes’.” . o

Best of all was Dr. Thompson's smlplc;hcarted Christian faith.
In speaking of the Saviour he frequently said “My Lord” with the
emphasis on the pronoun. A few yecars ago he was in the home of
the editor with a group of friends who had gathered to hear Dr. Grifhth
Thomas tell of the English Keswick and its teaching of the deeper
spiritual life. At the close of the cvening Dr. Thompsen led in prayer;
and nomne who heard him can ever forget the utter humility and child-
like faith with which he poured out his heart to God in expression of
his own personal need and longing for all that is offered in Christ.

Of the six remaining members of that class, besides my-
self, all have gone to their eternal home:

Rev. Samuel Young. ior some fifteen years pastor at
Bloom, [, and Allégheny. Pa., entered the Southern Preshyte-
rian Church, and died several vears ago at Atlanta, Ga.

Rev. George Stuart Chambers was a few years pastor of
our Second Church, New York City. He and the congrega-
tion went into the Presbyterian Church. He was pastor of a
farge church in Harvisburg, Pa., when he died.

Rev. J. Y. Boice was for nearly fifty years a well known
minister in our church,

David Murdock for twenty-five years was as well known
as anvone_in our church. He was a good preacher, and for
these years traveled from one end of our church to the other;
but for some reason would never accept ordination.

Rev. J. K. Martin was pastor for a time at Walnut Hill.
M. In 1870 he, with three other ministers in the Western
Presbytery, beirfg struck by the panic of that year were swept
overboard “on broken pieces of the ship.” They landed in the
United Presbyterian Church.  Mr. Martin died in Ohio many
vears ago.

The other member of the class was C. Rine Gregorv. . He
wgs a Presbyterian student and attended our seminary for
convenience.,  He became noted as a Greek scholar in his ewn
church. He graduated at Princeton, became a helper to Dr.
Hodge, when publishing his great work on svstematic theol-
ogy. He went to Germany and became connected with Dr
'J‘ishcnd(;n'f in the finding ::1}(1 publishing of one of the best
manuscripts of the New Testament. He was for vears a
. ) . . . e O < . - .
professor in the Leipsic "T'heological Seminary. Tle enlisted
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in the German army and was killed in a battle during the last

_ year of the war. .
SAMUEL M. RAMSEY.

DARLINGTON, PA. :
Darlington, Pa.

On Wednesday, December 3, 1924, at 2 P. M., the Woman’s
Missionary Society of the Darlington R. P. Church met at the
home of Mrs. Mary Harrison, New Galilee, Pa.

The meeting was opened by singing Ps. 119:33-3%, fol-
lowed by praver by Dr. Savage.

“How Jesus Overcame Temptation” was the subject brought
to the consideration of those present. The Scripture lesson
was read from Luke 4:1-13.

The leader, Mrs. IElizabeth Patterson, presented the sub-
ject well in the selections and references read.

Mrs. Mary Marshall read a selection concisely describing

" the Bible and what it 1s capable of doing for them who study it.

Mrs., Esther Kerr read the poem, “l meant to go back.”
This poem describes the remorse of one of the nine lepers who
was cleansed by Jesus and failed to return to give thanks.

Humanity is much the same in all ages of the world’s his-
tory, and the thoughts expressed in this poem may be applied
to the subject of overcoming temptations. The tendency to
allow worldly duties and -leasures to rob Christ of what is
justly His is a temptation ‘o be overcome.

Mrs. Robertson gave an interesting talk on “What we
can do to hasten the coming of the kingdom.” Her points
were as follows:

First: We should pay: second, we should pray : third, we
should practice holy living: fourth, we should do personal
work.

Dr. Savage spoke briefly of the successiul vear just closed
by the society and the possibilities of the one upon which we
have entered. .

This interesting meeting was brought to a close by sing-
ine Ps. 18:1-2 and hy prayer.

Sincerely yours,
EVA D. NAGEI.

DUANESBURGH, N, Y,

Christmas eve in the Duanesburgh Church was one worthy
of being remembered by all who had the privilege of attending
the entertainment given by the Sabbah School. The Primary
Class gave a fine program to alaree audience. After this the
prizes were given. Ribles for perfeet attendanee and books for





