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AMONG THE CHURCHES 

DARL.lNG,TON 

Feb. 1 "'Je'MlJ mUeln!' came to ,lives inl ,the, home 'Of R'ev. and 
M'l's'. Samuetl. 'So Ward. 

The WOilusn!s: 'Miisisionary Socde'tY' m~ in the, home Of Mrs. 
Norbert ,S1ClhmoLly' F'eb. 4. Thle p'l'es'id'enit, ,M,I1S'. Iva Gmham, led 
th,e melstJing. "Courage" W\alSI Ithe ,subje'ct. BiMs ISle,I'Bctions on 
,the :subject were, give<I1I by members. 'Mrsl. Anna SawY'9,r rBad 
a pla1)er, "F1ai,th a Ma.gkl Wrund." !Mr's'. Alice- Wattersl)n read! an 
arUall9' on "Braye,r'" and OIne' on' "A Bllil'Iied Bib~e." Mrs. Flor­
eruoe Patterson l'ead "The Divinl9' Iml'itJaitiou." M'is's Ste.Jla Dun­
can contributed' "Oniy This Day Is'Mine." Mrs. EV,a D. N,i' 
gel .offered remarkis, Olll the- suibjiect and MI's. Mfa,rltha McHattie 
r'ead a letter from KentulCiky. 

During the bUJS1nell,sl meBtJingl a Iresoluti.on of res'pect in 
memory o,r Mi's'sl Amy Young, who werut Home Dec,. 26, 1942, 
w'as' read by 1M,I'SI. Anna; Sawy:e-r and iMrs. ,Maude Walttersom 

Ro~l caU was ansW1e'red' by a ve'!1se .of Hcrupture by 15 mem­
bers andlone vj'sHor. An 'Offeri,ng 'Of $12.75 was received. The 
meeting closed' with group Slinging and! .the pra,yillig in unison 
of The Lo.rd,' So Prayer,. 

T'he night of Ja:n. 11 ,the annll.C8Jl Congregational meeting 
was' held ,inth:e Bri'cikl Cohurch. .Thelp,ort,s, from aN the de1),art­
mellts' 'W'ere heard,and, after ,a lengthy bus~nesoS meetilllg, ilie 
Trusltee,sl ,slerved a veg'etahle soup' Si\1plpe,r. F'olks returned to 
thelir homesl .3Jta rather ,late hour, avter enjoY'illig a s,pl:endld 
evening o.f fe].lo,,,1slhip illl the Lord's work. 

LOllS E. DUNCAN. 
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FAIRVIEW 

The annual CGJ]gregla'vionall m:eeting Gf the' Fairv·iew church 
was helldl O'n TueSldaJy evening, Jan. 12'. ACGvered dli<sh dinner 
W,RS served to labout 50, rnembe,r.s at 7 O"cl·o·ck, and the meeting 
fol'1owed' immediate1ly afterward. 

The meeting was Gpened by' siinging; number 219, fGllowed 
by prayer by R,ev. :Samuel 'V'aI'd, of the Darl'ington congre'ga­
Hon. Earl Anderson was e~ected temporary chairman for the 
ev'enJng.. Hepnr1Jsl of the various dlePiartmentsl were l'ood and 
accepted:. 'The e·)'ectiou: of of Heel's was und-er tJhe .,direction of 
Hev. 'Va.rd:, aJ1Jd thle follow:inlg well'€< eleeted: Tha]ph H. Davis 
a.nd Dr. V. 8. Wa.tslon were .re"'elelcJted'. T'he honor of Elder Em­
eritus, was conlf·erred. up·on. RGbert W. HammGnd. -'I'h,e Gther Gf­
fice-rs' ele:et-ed were: OGng1"eglatiGnaJ' chai'rm·an., Ra).ph Davis; 
-s-ecretary, Phyllds Hammonld; trusteesl for thl'ee years!, Harry 
Ralms1ey, Ra-~ph Gm:ham; audlitor, Eld'llJa, Pnp.p; superintendent, 
Dr. V. :8. 'V,at's'Ou:; ,s-eCl'etary, Eve'lyn Graham; Cradll'8 RoB s'U.per­
inotendlen<t, ·Mae WGIL The con@re-gation authO'rized the trustees 
to' make all neces'sary repairs ontJhe pal'S'Gnage. 

A comm;ttee was' llam,ed tOo -a-rra.nge fo'r the entef'tainment 
of Synod,. They Wef'e Edn-a Plopp, Hel'en "Vla,tslon, MildJ'oo Ram­
s'ey -and Olive Hammond. 

VVle are lrav1ing re'glu:!.ar Salbbath: services in cha,rge of Rev. 
D. Porter Wilhams, a De-tired' mindis.ter of Bea.V'er, Pa, 

'Vo'fid hlas been reeeliv-ed hereof the biDth of a daughter, Oil 
December 217, to Rev. and .:vII's. RobeTt Kruapp, of iBDadford, Pa, 
He'r' na:me is, Donna C'laJile. Rev. Knapp is stationed .in Cali­
fornia. 

Communion &erviees were ,held Jan. 24, in charge of Rev. 
WHHams'. One new memher was addled: to' the chlurch roll, Law­
rence Howan., aill:d two bapti'S'msl, ruamlely, Lawrence Rowan, and 
iniant Sinn, Ly:ma Barcl,ay Ro'wan. 

Velma M eGa ffi.ck, 14 yea,r oldi daughter o·f Mr. and :.\flfS. 
P:au! MlcOaffick, und'elrwent an Ooperation fGr appendic.itis in the 
Hoches,ter HOlslpdtal on Salbbath afternoon, January 31. She is 
now improv-in:g. 

NOTICEI! - ASI the tirme' of Synod'.sl rmeetinlg is fast ap­
proaching, wecallth'e attention OJf the .8'e&s[·ons- of all our ·con­
grega:tions - remember the,co'll'ectiOills caHed! for, for M:issioT!s 
anld t'he Dis'able'~ ·M.in~,stel1s' Fund. Th.i·s' latter is a. -slp'ecial call 
this year. '8ee- re'commendation 3, pag1e 14'3, Mdnute'sl of Synod 
1942. 
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Tiwe routine wQrk of th'e schQol h-eregoe!s< without much val'· 
iation. I have had to CllaIllg'e !bhedlay fOr ,the manual training 
clas,s'es, occaS'ionaHy becau~ of so,me ClaUs, to Isee a patie-nt or a 
speoiJa<l trip to. J,acliJs'On whtich a'lway,sl takes' a whlQiI-e dlay (it is 
a mve md~e trip on we ihorsle,the'n the 12 mHe wilp to. tQ,wn in 
our own ea,r o,r on the bus" then the trip, bad~ abQut 4 p. m., 
a'nJd !bhe live mUe trip back up th,e ,cre'e'k'). No. C,llJrs or trucks 
a,re cDming up the cr'eek Ule'se day!sl. 

Yeste'I'day I ha'd' ,a .lQng hors'e.bllJck ride to. slee a patient; it 
w'as moOre ,than 2,0 mile-sl 'till'ere and tadt. Spe'akin'g Qr patients, 
I must men!Uon our own -MILss! Foster. Sh'e has, been most un­
rortunate; late, in De'cemlber 'as ishe' was walking along the- w'all 
bel'ow the :DormitDry, a stQDle ,turned land thI'ew ,her and- the re­
sult wa's, a brQken 'rfub (Qurdtia:g1U'oS'is' was v'8II'it"ied at Ohristmas 
Hme by all! X-r>a,y itake:n i,n Cinc,rDlllati). IS~nee .our return Slhe­
hals had anlother fall from a bDard, walk, before dlay1ig,ht one 
mQrning; this time Sible' brQke- her clavicle. ISh'e had to. have- he-r 
c,1a&ses ,C'Qme to. her rDom fQr t\vo d:ayls, but ·she has not mis's'ed 
any' s,chool wOrlL. 

\Ve had a 'prQject s,ponlsIQre-d, by the Parent·T'eachers' AS's'D­
u:,aUun, whl_'ch fell bad" 'On the bOYiS .of tihe s'chaOoI and' Df the 
neighbDring S'ChDOI, and, me to. 'car,ry .thrQugh. I t:oDk my horse 
and p"D,w,ed' along the hillstide 'then the bDY'S fQllDWed up with 
their mattocksl and. hOoes and' 'we. made ,a fDotpath arDund the 
side Q,f the hm to. th'e, .PQs!to.fLice pa,ss,able; the,re had been a 
rD,ad there befDre but 510, many soJi.dles hrud, ,D,ccumed this, ,summer 
that it had be'cQme all but impass'ahl'6. It tQQk QUI' 'party at 15 
bJYs, half a day to get it done. 

I aLso. spenli the better part of two. days' ,getting long, hick­
Oory s'apJingls and put up. a rustic l'aJtlling on Qne side Df the bridge 
a;crDSS the cre'ek in fronlt Df ,th'e DDrmitory; the 'Old railing Jmd 
been brokJoo Qff when the br~dlge went down in the high water 
we had la,st -summer. By the way, we had pltmty Qf trQuble 
getLng the bni.dlge Siwung back up on the new abutment that we 
had mad,e earlder ; and th'at remind,s me, if anyone wanlts' to hel-p 
Qut in a ve,ry weedy pileee of wD,rk: thepe SlhDUld be so-me mQre 
dirt ,and! I'Qcks ,hauLed in on the- abutm-eult and it 'Will mean a 
bill Qf about $10 fD,r labQr. 'T'h'i,s must be .done befD,re the bridge 
will be secur'e. 

'Ve were very much p1ease-dl to have Qne of the preachers 
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from a Mis's~on Ohurch Drom nearby COiW Creek (Rev. I. H. 
Gabbard) ,to' ommpy Qur pul'plit two week;s, algo. H'e has' asked 
USI tn makle 'anangements, tn !have someQlne· 'el'se ta,ke our ser­
vi1ceS1 here while we ,g)O tQi hiS" Churc'b, some iSahbath andl give a 
mltsls,ionary add,l'es,s to his' .and anorthe'r Ch,urch ~ourp, ~or a un· 
iOn meelting. 

Anoth'er ~ieilid has ~u'Sit orp·e·ned< up, for us for wh-ich we are 
th.all'kful. It i,g a. smaHM!iSlSion ,glta!tion Qn Eilisom Creek. The 
peopl'ethere have bUli'lt tbe'I,r OWJl:SIl'lmH Chul'ah with'out aid 
from any outstid'€ Churoh bo,dy. Th'ey hav'e aSikieid me to cOime 
ov'e,rand' preach fOil"' t!hem once a mon,th; they have tbe,ir meet· 
ing] just ernoll'gh lder th,an ours', SOl Ithat, by dOling aUttle hard 
ri'd,ing, I ·oan get there, just in time, after havirug had our ,s'er· 
vices here. Las't Sabbath was' ,t1he' fkst ISabbath I Wl3JS there, 
and there 'Were 103 penrpI:e in attendlance, 'incl'ud1ng youllJg and 
oLd.lf:isls AdlamS' oont,inues tQi f5iO to the s,ch.oQiI:h.oUJsle at Thur­
M.Ue eV''elry Siabbath afte'l'lloon andhe,r lClass 'ils kleep,ing up, very 
well. 

W'e llire dep'enct'ing on you to S'U:P'POl,t US' i!n your prayers 
for the work here. 

Ynurs Isincerely, 
JO HIN C.T A Y1LON., SR. 

REPORT OF TREASURER OF HOME MISSIONS 

Fl'ie'nds of Home Missions': 
It ioS' w1'th great tha.mkis,givtng that we' ,suhmit the report 

tb,',s' qua,rter wMch showsl tha:t more th'an $50'0 ,has been sent 
to proV'ide for th'e Lm'd'si work. .speeilal caUB,e fQir our rejoiCing 
is very re'a,dily seen when we t,ake' a. gtanee at 'the necord for 
the same period' of j.a;st year. In Nov'em'her anld' De.cem,ber of 
1941, there was not one' sin'g'l,e contribution reeeived by the 
L'easure'f. In January 1942, there WlliS' received $9'6,2,0.4. 01' 
thiS' amount, $9'0,0 wa:sl a bequest. This, lrurge sum enahleld us 
to cairry' .on the work, and we we,re, velfY tha,nkful fOr it, But 
it d!:d- mOlt dleno't.e genemI concern fo.r the w.ork .of mis'sions. 
W'hen C'ontrihutiiOluSicome in a, more s,toead~' way, with eaclh c.on­
grega.tion J'epres'ent,ed, then' we fee'l that the' cause of missions 
i,s on ,many he-ar:is,. This' meanSi a Slp'iritual gr.owth in OUIf c.on­
gregatiollls, and! the promise of adlVlancement in ,the future. 
vVe aJre gla.d' th,at eV'en tholl'g1h ther'e, ,bias' been no manlilst,er th'ere, 
the "Vomen:'S' lMis's'iona.ry 'SOciety ands~weT'a:l 'indtivid'LIa.Js in the 
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Republioon Orty Congr,ega!l:inn' ha,vcel remembe,red the WQcrk. May 
the Lor'dJ ta'kle nQte nf this ,1'esPQlllJS,e to. the need, of His WQrk,and 
Mes,s ea,ch 'One wh'l) has'given, and S'Peed: H~s wo,rk wUih the 
gifts. 

Let UlS ruo1lh:~e, ton, 11he relation of the income fr'Om contri· 
butiQn,s t.o the dru(lQme frQm inveSitmeruts d:wrinrg :this! quar:te'l'. 
It is' cQn.stid~roblY' morel. T'tl'isl WitS 'tlrue in! the p,revious quar· 
telr. But <thii's, to., my miJlld, is the w1ay it ought 'al'W'aylS to. 'be. 
I wIshthJat we' didn't rueled t'O depeud on any 'irucome ,but CIOn· 
tr~butions'. The wQrk of IIlJisls,i'O!IlJS is :not a bUisline,Sls that 'can g'O 
on ope'l1ating JUSIt alS' ~ong as, it ha;s' money. It illUSIt hltve m'Oney, 
bUit 1t must ha;ve a cQnslecna:teru mQney thrutcomes frOllll tho,se 
who. giv,e, of ithleir moonSi to enabl.e Qlthers' tn helllr the GoSlp'el. 
It must bes'enl!: 'On its way with p'raye,r. We Slhould remember 
that 11he LlO'rdsits OVeir aglaiillist ,the tl'ellJsUlry 'ev'en today, and 
s,ees nOit 'Onlly the HIDnurut of <the'gift, but He Itruke's into account 
the, place frQm which thalt gift ,CQmes. 

We are stlLU a little more tha;n $1,0<0,0 short of our goal fo'r 
this, year 'Of $1.756. 

Finalily, may I say tha,t we, wouldJ be g~adt:Q hear from any 
'Of thQs'e' who tov'e the L'Ord's' work, and, 'who. oh'av,e 'any suggesc 

tiQn'<s for"calfrying 'On that work in ·tile coming yoo.r. 

Yoursl in, I§s' serv,ice, 
SAiMiUElL W ARiD, Pre.s1!('!'eiILt. 

REPORT OF THE TREASURER OF THE BOARD OF HOME 

MISSIONS OF THE REFORMED PRESBYTERIAN 

CHURCH IN NORTH AMERICA 

Balance Nocvember 2, 1942 .......................... $1043 07 
Receipts from Co'ntl'ibutions 
11· 6 TMrd, RP. C'Ongll'e'gaitiQn' ......... . 
11· 6 Darlilligton Young, PeopI,e's C. K 

(Tuition). . .................. ',' . 
11·12 COIultervUle R. P. CDngreglatiDn 
11·12 Coulterville R P. Congreg,ation 

(Des1ignated.) ................... . 
11·14 Re'PU'bHcan City Women',s ,Mlrs'sion· 

ary Society ....................... . 
11·14 Duanesburgh Sahbath 'Sc'hool ...... . 
11·18 Fkslt R P. Oon§regatinn .......... . 
11·18 First R. P. Sahbatib: Hchoo! ........ . 
12·15 Nevin C:lmsit:n:ut. Republican C'ity .. . 

$ 100 00 

12 00 
13 57 

15 00 

5 00 
23 27 

116 90 
2'6 88 
10 00 
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12-115 J'a/.l'. Chestnut, Repru'bllicEIIIlJ C'ilty ..... . 
12·15 Wia,I1ace Benson, RlepurbHcan City ... . 
12·15 F. A. Jrurkat .................•.•... 
12··17 Th~l'd R P. Sablbalth SchoGI 

(Tuition) ................... " ..• 
12·21 Filftlh, R. P. COlll@regaHon ......... . 
1·16 Fifth R P. Sabbath ,slchool ....... . 
1·16 Helping Hand, Society, Duane'srbul'g1h. 
1·28· Duane\SlblWgh Srabrbaih Schoo} 

(,Tuition) . . .................•.... 
1·2'8 DarNnlgtonJ Young Pe'O'ple',sl C. E.-

Tu~trion .... _ ..................... . 

10 00 
10 00 
215 00 

22 00 
216 79 
80 10 

5 00 

8 0'0 

12 0.0 

Total' Receipts from OonltribuUonSI .......... $ 521 51 
Receipts from Investments 

11- 3 Columbia (}as & Elec. Go. No. -M21617 $ 25 00 
:1:1.. 3 Co S. T.reas:. 'BOInd No. 11252'9K 
11- 9 Younlglstown Sheet & Tube ....... . 
11-19 Collumbda Gals' & Eh~c,. Co .......... . 

1-16 F1irSlt Feidlera-i' Sav"ings & Loan ....•. 
1-16 YoungoSltown Sheet & Tube Co ..... . 

13 75 
8 25 

50 00 
33 00 
8 25 

Total Re,c81ipts' from Inve's'tillJents' ........... . 

TOT'AL . 

Disbursements 

S'a,laTiesf--
IDt. J'olhn C. Taylor (Nov. Dee. J'an.) ... . $ 125 00 
i:\fary Adams, (Nov. De,c. Jan.) ....... . 150· 0,0 
s.. J. CUllllnlinlgham (No'v. Dec. Jan.) ... . 1500 
IEiv1a,Mt Fos,ter, 11-13-42 to 2-13-4& ... . 1<50 00 
Leona. Peamson, 11·13,-42 to 2-13-43 .... . 150 00 

11·2:8 SltatioIlJ€lry and. Posltage ........... . 8 54 
L> 9 E'lv,aM. Fos:ter (T'Uliti'On) ......... . 54 00 

1- 4 Recelipt Book ..................... . 1250 
1-16 Haf e De'P'os'it Bo'x Renlt ............ . 3 60 
1-16 E,lvaM. Fast'er (Tuition) ......... . 2200 
1·28 Elvla:\1. FOSIter (Tuition) .......... . 20 00 
1·28 Martha, RMUlslay (Dec. Jan. Feb.) ... . 25 00 

Tobal' Dis'bursements 

138 25 

$1702 83 

$ 735 64 

Balance, J,an. 3.0, 1943 ....................... $ 967 19 

Signed, R 'IV. vVATTEIRiSOiN, T'reasurer. 
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SERMONS IN THE. FIELDS 

He loved that level Western la.nd:, the pLaim; 
BUit Willen he came' Ito mtnis:ter f.Oir :the men 
And women who wrung their Jiving from the rthin 
And sitony acreS! of these Ea.stem mUs, 
He grew to love tlMs land as' weH. 
He was' a f~rme'r, toO', andl found ,s'erm'O!llS 
In the very furrowS) his OWJll plow turnJed 
"fo frosty November d~y'S', ,and' drying AiprilIHms,. 
And! so he prea.ched to tho:s:e who ku,ew 
'The firmnesisof hWs and their warmth. 
There, were lean y'€,arS), but it W3JS' hLs wish 
To s'erv'e God and His peop'~e, to {lo,m:!'ort 
And console thos:e wh.ose 'w:eathe'roo fa.ce,s' 
Rev'ea~ed the: wear of y'ears 'in, suns' and rains'. 
For half a century he took his: pLl1!ce 
Eaeh week in the ,pulpit .of the old couDitry '(lhurch 
Where elm leave,s :brushed the steepled roof, 
Where summer wind.s' brought in' the, s,weetu'es's 
Of the' field,s., and clear sharp' cold of winter 
Touched the colored windows with silve'r,ed ice. 
He wws eighty-four when he retired!--
Even then he would not ~eave the land, the e3lr,th, 
His, hiUy p'astorate he, had grown to love, 
Hills a,nd pe.ople w:l1O'61e friendliness and songs 
Bring him the softes1t of music for his quiet hours. 

The a:oov'e poem ap,peared on February 4th in "The W'ash· 
ington 'Star." Theaut'hor, a Duanesburgh, N. Y., poelt, explains 
that it is a tribwte to Rev. Ro:bel't 'W. Chesnut of Duanes'burgh, 
who retired from the ministry last ye,ar. 

A HISTORICAL SKETCH 

Some of our brethren h'ave asked me to wl"ite for pubHca· 
tion a historicals1kletch of the General Synod of the Reformed 
Pres,byter,ian Church in: NOl'th America; espedllJlly, that of the 
past 50 years. "W]hat I wHl write wiHcover two periodsl; name­
ly, from a;bout 1792 unti,l 1888; and' s'e,cond, 1888 lathe present 
time. T'he first is :drawn from such source,s as we have at hand; 
principally, the ",MEMI,OIRS OF THE: lJA"l"E ALE'XANDER ,Me-
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LEO D." These will he mentiDneq briefly, as' a fuller aCcDunt 
can be nbtained bycnnslU,]til1g the above mentiDned MemD'irs. 
The secDnd part will cDntain a brief his,tDry of the Gen'eral Sy­
nDd as 1 have seen it and tnnk 'part in an its actioIlJsl since 1888, 
a pe'l'iDd Df Dve,r half a century. 

'The Hrst ministers' we will m'Bntion are Revs:. William Gib­
s'on anll James: :\fcKinney. These were soon fDUowed by Messrs. 
}lcLend, 'Wylie, BIalek, and DDnelty. 

£\Jlexander McLend was born June 13. 1774, ,in the Isle of 
MUll, ScotIa,nri. His ancestry wel'e Df Danish 0' l'ig'i n. He came 
to' New YDrk from Liver,ponl, in 17'92, at the age, nf 18 years. 
He a,scended the Hudson River to' AI'bany, 'and went directly to 
Princet.nw'Il. and Duan-esburgh, ly1ng sDuth of the IMDhawk, and 
west Df Schene,ctady, a:nd then to' Ga.]way and IMHtDn, in oSara­
tDgoa county, on the nnrth sade Df the 'Mohawk river. Here he 
met some f'amilies frDm the Highlands Df Scntland; amnng whDm 
we,re the, Gl:ens', Burns', Sopiers. ,}[.axweHs and lYlcMiHans., and 
other,s 'whO' mad'e his, cDming bath a pIeaslUre and 'profit to' all. 
He s,eon entered 1:nion Gol,leg'e, in Schenectady, and 'graduated 
wit'h distinction in H98'. 

Rev. James :VlcKilliney came [rDm Irela.nd in 1793. Alexan­
de!' '}fcLeO'{]'s eDnne,cLDll, with the TIefD'rmed Preshyterians' was 
Bmong the first fruits of .J\I:cKinney's. ministry, as he preached 
in Pfin'cetowl', the last Df his 8e'ries, nf sermDns. He was a very 
fO':ce.ul p:'e,wher; this last effort led IMr. ,}f·c,Leod to' make his 
d,€cl€iDn. T'he text Df his selmon was Psalms 2'7: 4-"One thing 
ha,VA I des,'red Df the Lord, that will I s'e,ek after; that I may 
dwell in the hcus1e of the Lord all the days of my life, to' behDld 
the 'beauty of the L:9rd" ami to'enqnil'e in His temp'le." This 
";Dnrleri'1l1 f:'ermO'a convinced ·M:r. IMiciLeDd, that he shDuld elll­
bra,~e the I1Tincipl'es Df the Reformed Presbyterian Church. 

"Ir. McKinney had exiled himself frDm his native Ireland. 
10'1' the foUDw.ng reoasons.: First, sin, by 'poHutiIlJg the cDnsciences 
OJ' mell, by swearing an immDral Dath Df allegiance to' a, tyran­
Eiea,l gDvernment. 

S'erond .. suf1e<r, by being perha'ps ,srhDt-on th'e instant-Dn the 
sr,ot-'or hang'ed WithO'ut a trial, at the djs:cretiDn of a ruffian 
E)D,lfUe,ry; or if tri,al 'WaS' al'lowed, it wa,S! a mere mnckery, under 
mart ,al law. and in ninety-n'ine eases Dut Df H, hund,red" resulted 
in cDndemnatiDn. 

Third, to' ,lee and exile DneseLf f,rDm the sepulchres Df t.heir 
fathers,. I:VY.c.Kinney chose the latter, and fDr cDll'slCience sake 

b,"came an exi'le-. 
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At the same' time and fO'r the' Slallle rea,son, Rev. William 
Gibson, fr,om County Antrim, Ire'Land, aocompani'erJi by Mess'rs. 
John Bla.ckandS~muel B. Wylie,botJlgraduates ,of Glasgow 
UllIiv8Irslity, became exiles to· the UInJted States,. 

In 1:798, Revs. IMcKinney arum WdHiam Gi,bson organized them­
s;eIve& into a P:res!bytery; and ,Messnl. M,cLeod, BI3Jck and WY'lie 
we,re re'ceIv'6'd as sltuidents of theology. A;bo'lJ!t the same time a 
}ir. King, from the, Scot,ch Pr:es,byttery arrived in the, Carolina . .;, 
and was received. as· a student of theolog1y; and Thomasl Donelly, 
from the UJn,iversdty of Gla.sgoW', was al,so S'o reoeived. IMr. King 
soon pas,sled to 'his, reward, but the four other young me'n in due 
time were ,aU licens'ed to 'P'reach, at a meeting of Presbytery, 
he'ld in th,e, home of IMir. R,obe'It 'BeaHii·e, !at Coldenham, N. Y., 
June 24, 179'9. Th'eY were soon 8111 slettled in their resP,ective 
pIQlces'; MlcLe'od, in Nelw Y.o·rk land Wialilkill; Wyilliein Pihi:laJdel­
phia; Black, in Pitts,bUl'g; and Doneny, nn South Carolina. The 
vine now ,pla,nted began ·to grow and: bear much fruit. Other 
remuits arriv·ed in due time fr.om ,S'cotlaIl'dand Ireland:, and s,oon 
the Reformed Pres'byteriam Ohurch was rapidly and· permanen,tly 
growing in the United States' of Ameri'ca. 

Although there was, unity ~n doctrine and mode of worship, 
there wa·E> a lack .of harmony on the'matters of civil government, 
and due to .the fact that the United States! Oonstitution recog­
nized no higoheir authority than the wiill of the people, discord 
was' produced. 

This defect in the Oonstitution, led. to much c.ontention; anu, 
as tl'O'u'ble with the BritiSih gov'efnm.ent was brewing, it became 
nooesslaJry for eVE)ry s·ect to de·elare their aHegiance to the United 
States, A committee was' duly apPOinted' to draw up a form of 
oath of aHegoiance that 'w'oul1d be suitabJ.e to the church and 
to the governmerut. Rev,s .. Gihsa'Th, \Vylie and McLead, were ap­
p,o·inted a commitltee to ·;nquire wh'at sl8!curity the members of 
this' ,church can give to the cans,tituted authorities, of thE) United 
States, consistent with their avawed, princi,ples, that they are 
not to ·be coU'sddered, whethE)r aHens' or dLzenS', in the charac­
ter af en·emi.e.s; andl rep,ort thereon. 

After due deUberation they were n'at anly prepared to report 
to the ,peo'ple of the ·church, but to the government, the fallow­
aath of allegian.ce: (Dr. MciLeod drew up the aath). 

I, A B, do solemnl'y dedare, in the name of the M.os't High 
God, the s·ela·reher of ih'ea:rts!,th'at I abjur'e HU fore!i-gn aHeg'ianre 
what s.oever, and hold that these Statesl and the llnited States 
are, and: ought to' be. sovereign, and independ'ent af all other na-
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tions and gove'rn!me'ntsl;and thrut I wiN promote the best 'inDer­
ests' of this empire, mruintain its' inaHp,endence, preSHrve its 
peace, and support the integrity of the Union to the best of my 
po,v1er." 

Note ,here, that the Covena,nters not only swore to suppoTi 
the United States, but wlso thesev'e'lal States. '1'0 make the 
pOlsition chen taken by the Oov8nanters clear to the pres'ent g'en­
eration, we can do no better than quote Dr. MaMlaster, who was 
Synod's first ,;\ioder:ator. Defore qUoting! the Doctor's slLatement. 
aHow me to sa,y, that it was' the contention ov,e,r the me,rits of 
this oath that led to the d:is:rnption of the dlenomination in 1838, 
and hence, two denmninati0I1s, of Reformed Presbyterians up to 
the' pre,s,ent day; namely, the General Synod, and the Synod. As 
to the merits: of81ther pa'rtY' or their ,beliefs' we give each side 
the 'crediit o:f cons>Ci'entiously to'lIowing thei:r own hon'est convic­
tions. The writer has the highest res'peot f.or Ibuth s'ides in the 
controversy, and'can only at thts time lament the division, an (I 
hope' that in Godl's' own time we may eventually see eye to eY'e. 
Guod people otten difIer in their view of things, but these differ­
ence,s: should not stand betwe'en us and separate us as brethren 
Ill' ChriSlt. Now hear Dr. IMc,l\'[.aster on civil rellat.ons. 

The Do'ctor Mates as' an allternativ:e, what they must 'have 
intended. "'Or rather," says' :he, "dloe's it not 'appear to have been 
th'e intention 'O:f Synod" under a tHSItimony agains't whatever 
might bH found amiss in ,the government, Ito leave the peo'ple 
in aJ:l they tound moral, to hord civil and' poHtical communion 
with the Sta:tes '!" Elxamine, says, the Doctor, the import of tl~ip, 

document. This Synod, 'it slays" in the name of its cons,tituent 
members, and of the wholH, church, which they repres,ent, de­
cla're that they s,rupport, to the utmos't. the independence of the 
GlnHed States', and the several IStates, against al,1 foreign aggres­
sions"and domestic facLons, etc. What is a !Sta:1e? It is nei­
ther the SIOi! nor the indtvid:ua,lsl, as s'U{:h, that oc:cUPY the soil. 
1'r tS THE BODY FOLITiC; the community unuer their Cons'ci­
tution and laws. It is the Con"titution and conS:tituLonal laws, 
express'ed or understood, that bindlS the people into a commun­
ity, and thus formSi a 'State. Albolish these bonds" and there is 
no bouy politic; no Sta:t'e. The slQvereignty or independ.ence of 
the sleveral 'Sta,tes iSI r'ecogn'ized in this OeHd of thechu:rch, and 
a SOI'emn pl'edg'e is given to su:pport to the utmost, the several 
S,tates ill this independentsoV'ereig:nty which they posse,ss. T'his 
is muchs'trongera1nd mOlfe explicit than the LEGAL oath of al­
legiance required. 
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Again, he says, the UNITED STATES are rec.ogniz'ed as dis­
{inct from the States. The ,States in union, pre,sent to 'tihe mind 
an OIbjed di'sltinct from. thM ofllie s,everal States, under their 
own respective systems of order; and to the States, thus' united, 
as of right, Independ,ent of aU foreign, nationsl, the pled'ge of 
suplpmt to the utmo,st is, tendered ,by this, deed of our highest 
juUicatory. ''',hat is it lliatc.ons'iitutesl thes,ev'eral 'Statesl, the 
'UINITED ,STA'l'EIS? I~ it not the Federal O:Jllslii,tution? The old 
thirteen States were firstconsiituted UNTTEID ,STA'l1E,S by >their 
representatives in ,the 1C0ngres,s .of 1774, m'e'eting in support of 
a commoncauS'e, against a COmmon opp'ressor, and a,ctinlg un­
de,rthe weU known principles of that common (Jause, for the 
~LHlel'al w'elfa;re. 

Such were the first bonds· of Union. Thelsle glave place to 
the mor'e specific A:rttcles .0.£ GonJederaltion, Which, 'in course of 
Lme, yielded to the Unite,d 81tates 1C0nsU,tU!tioll. IT'his is the 
pres'ent bOIld of Union. It is' the F1ede:ral Constitution that 
ma,kes the sev'e,rlal State,s, the, l;NIT'ED 'ST'A'TEiS. Anillul tha:t in­
SHument, and you will find t,he s'e:veral 'Statesl, each in full pos­
Ee~5ion of its primitive s,ov'e,reigmty, with aLl its' p,rerO@atives; 
but there will be n.o United States, n'O F'edeml g'oV'ernment, no 
ulllted Empire to, which an oath of aUegiam.ce cou1d be given. 

To .one part .of the engagement ylour 'attention is partj.cular­
'ly directedl: "the 'pledge to siU,p.port the integ'rity of the Union"­
aY'e, the "integrity" of t,he Union; theentirellle,S's, of the Union. 
lWmemher the bO'Ild that holds the States in union i's, tlle Federal 
Constituti.on, Can .the en'tirenes'S, of the' Lnion be presHrved 
otherwise than by the' ,prs>slerv,ation of this bond? Cast away 
this bond, anid the [n,ion is at an, end. The olath then, obliges 
to siupport the Co'nstituti>on in its true' s'pirit and' 'in!terest, as' it 
is that w:hieh ,gives existence to. the Union, in itsl present form, 
"Illch hOlds t:heSta,Les, in union, and: without wh.ch the ULic. 

l~":U~,'~ ceas'e." 

TlleEe statements lrom Doctor ,Mc'}1astel' are food fo.r thougl:t 
fol" tlle ).o,ung; m,ni,sters" .of our church; ,and 1;or 'a fuller state­
.. ".,l, see ,~lbl.l:i:OIRS, pag'S> 13'6. 

T'ne cc'ntention SIEems, to have, be'en prindpaUy on the ques" 
tion, is' the Constitution imIll'O!r'al? The Dodor reduces' it to the 
,0 ill of a slyllogism. 

"To no immroa,l ,g'overnment maY' an oath of auegianee be 

given. 

"But an oath of allegiance may ,be ,given to the (U. S, Gov­
ernment. 
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"Therefoll'e, the gove'rnment is' not immora'!." (see MEIM· 
oms, page 141). 

In the year 180,2, Doct:or 'MicLeod took the iniUaltiV'e ,inoppos­
jng the evil of 'Slavery, which alt that tiWe was all too common 
in the Northern part of the Ul1iited State,s, andl 'so vigorou,sly 
preSISled the oppos'ition that within a few years, 'So far as the 
Reformed Presbyterian C'humh is concenlJed, s'l'avery was a thing 
of the p,ast. 

rn the year 1804 Do'ctor ,}1,cLeod C'omposed and published 
a Bttle book, the' Ecdesiasltical Gatec>hJsm, 's€,ttinlg forth the 
S'eri:ptura'l daim fOr the divine! authority of the P'resbyterian 
fmm of gove,rnment, and 'Procedure in ,rules and regulations, for 
Church Courts. Thisl NtUe volume .iSI 'lonig out of print, but 
sth.ould be reprinted for the benefit ofthe'preS€llIt gellieration,. 

Among 'Vb'e important ,things that took 'pIaC's in these stir­
ring times' was' the fouru:Nnlg of OUlr 'T'heolog'i'ca;1 S,eminary. This 
was about the year 180,7. Re'v. Samuel B. '\VyHe was appointed 
Professor of Theology. There were three prereqU'ilsites laid 
down as ,being nece,slsaory for a, mintisrber of the Gos'Pel, viz: Pie-ty, 
Good Sens'e and a Good Theologi,ca!l Elducation'. Thesle we be­
Heve are v'ery !pI10per; but, neitJhe.r one WIO'll)e 'WiN d'O, and the 
first and' third, withoU!t thle second, w;U not insure succes's,. All 
th.e tI1aining tih.at a Senlinaryclan give, WlHI be marred without 
Pie,ty, and both ruined, without Good Slense. Piety is, the fruit 
of the Holy Spdrit; Good Sle-n,sle is' a ,llIa'tUll'al qual>if,i(Jation, and 
an Education is' the product of the Semilll'ary. ~J1 three tog'ether 
are exceHelllt, but 'I wouild res'l)ectfully add one other, viz: the 
pre'sentation of 'the body', a living sl:l;crifice to God. 

The firstSY'nod was cons'tituted May 24, 1809, in Philadel­
phia. Rev. 'Vi'IHam Gibson, ':Mod'erator of the Reformed Pres'by­
te'fY, p'resid'ed, and' constitute,d the first Synod. The GOUil't re­
solved that th-is' EcC!lesiasUcM body slhould be known as the 
"'Synod of the Reformed Presby,terian Churc.hin America." The 
word "North" seems to have been added later; we now slay 
"North, America." 

The Pr8>sbyterial Judieatories were the Northernl, ,M:ddle and 
South8>rn Pl'els,byteries' resp'e-ctively. The Re'v. Gilbert M'cMaster 
was chos'en Mod'erator, and Rev, J'ohn: Black, Staited Clef'll!. The 
Reforme-d Pres'bytery, which had been previousily the existing 
Court, now ceased ,to function. 

('To. be continued) 
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"SIFTED AS WHEAT" 

By H. Carlyle Cars,on - Morni'ng Church Service, Auspices of 
The Pittsburgh Council of Churches' - Station KDKA­

August 16, 1942 

vVh,en Christ uttered thes'e words' His ea,rthly ministry was 
ra'p.i(li1y d,rawing to a clos'e. He and His, twelve chosen follow· 
el'S lIad just ,ce~elbrated th.air Last Pa.slslover to@8thel'. The Lord's 
SUPP·e.r had been inslticu:ted fo.uowin,g thle wlilthdraWia] of Judas. 
'l'nat n:i~ht He WaJS to' suMer the agany in thle Garden, undergo 
UI'I'e,slt, and en.d:ure the tm.a.1s', slcau.lglings., and buflehngs, which 
were to be end,ed on the marrow on the CI'OSS at Calvary, as He 
wa.s made ISlill tor 11S' and gave Hims'eU - -,t viClal'iou'3' se,c·riflce. 

Allthouglh He· hla;d goive,n la, pro.gol"es's'lve I"evelation concerning 
Hi,s' death, to the 'twe1v:e', the' Is·ignifieance of the ,teaching had 
escaped them_ They wer'e unawa,re of the g!reat cris,.s whklt 
wa,s' at hand', of their imminent dangm, when th'eir fwHh was' to 
be 8,ore])- tried and teslted:. So, duri,llIg the d,lSlcourse whlich fol­
lowed the Ua,sit Bupp'e,r, Jesusl warned them of their applOa:ching 
templtation in the wordls, of tho text, "Siman, Simon, behOld, Sa­
tan lasmell to h'ave you, that he m:,giht ,s'iflt you as wheat; but I 
made s,ulPlpliication [or th:c'el, thaJt th,y faith tail not; and do thou, 
when OIlCIe thou haslt turned a,gaoiIr, eSltla:blli",h thy breth,ren." 

A situdy of the text revea}sl to us the dian'g'E'l"Ou.s time faC'ing 
the dislCipJes', slimUoar to tho,s'e' wh'ich came' iIllto. the life of eveTY 
bel'iever. 'l"hl:S' mla.y be, te,rm,ed the Deilic-versl -Siftin@s ,and is con­
,sl;,llered uud'8r the the'me~-"Stiftt'ed as vViheat.." Fro-mit ma.y be 
learned thels'c- three g'r8lat truths: ---- I. I-lis l1aibility Ito them. 
II. HilS preservultion in them. III. His l'eospons1bility follow­

ing them. 

1. Not:oe rirsti the Be,l'j,evers lilabi:JHy to be S,jf,ted as vVheat. 
Our Lord addressed. this fommas't ll.islCiple by his o.l'igina,l name, 
"Simun," wHh i,ts hint af weaknes's, and ullstaibleness'. Satan, 
how,ever, dlidt not de,s,il e .rllim ulol1!e f.or the original s,ta te,s, "Sa:tan 
has' obtaIned you, ,by ask.ng, th'Wi he m,ig'llt 51ft y'Ou as whedL" 

Here fo,1' a Joittle the cU!ria.ins are drawn as,ide' to permit a 
glHillipse into tha,t Wlorld of sp'irilt which SlIlrround,s us. This story 
is varaHeled by the record fo.Ll'lJ,d in J'ob 1I amI, II[ chapters',con­
cefn'ing the permi'sis,ion [or Job's, test n:g. ~When Gad meets Sa­
tan's 'chnHe'ng'e, "Doth Job fear God for rrcugnt?" by permitting 
him to tlry .Joh and 81ee if he would r'enoun'ce his God. And we 
remembe'r t.h'a.t thang,ll Jlab wa'8' tried~, s,e,eming].y beyond human 
errli'urarrce,he wa,s sus'tain:ed in his! f'a-ith,. Fl'Om th'esc t'wu shorl. 
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aeeo'l1nts we have proof thwt a pell'SlOIrual E'vlil ISpirtit exists; that 
God at rtJimesg'ives' over th'e control of Hi,s 'Doll~o·we,r's into the 
power of this evH SVlirit, whom we 'kJnowas' tihie dle'V'iI, that the 
d'evB may try their faith, aJliCl tha,t God' limits' the exterut of this 
testung. 

The d,e'vdl'si 'des~re' is ,S!h'owll very plaJiIllly. He wanlts to have 
andl has aSlked TIor tih-e dJis'c~Ip'}e'sl to he .g'ive\!1i over to hdm, away 
from God'!sl c:aJ'''e' and keeping. He. wa,s' not Slatis'tred with the 
apostasy .of J'U'das, which is Decorded im! :the· 'BOaJrlier V'el"s'es Qf 
this .c!halpteT·, burt he w1an;tsi to, try th'e fuHJh oIf the eleven, also. 
And in hisl bold'ne's'sl he as,ksl God for them, and' his re:que,sit 1S 
gl'anted. 

The dJevH1s illwlignant dieslig"ll is eVii'dent. .A!s the mingl'ed 
Wheat and cbiaff i's put i!llto a sieve- and tosisled to and fro ill! a 
violent maDiIlJer S'O that the cblruff may be s~p'arated from the 
wheat, ·810 he wants to slitt the di,s!cdples. to. s'N'amJtE~ the bad in 
them fDom the goQd wiVh th'e hop'e thaJt ·the .good wiN he driven 
away, and the ev,H wUI then p·r,eKiomill!ave,. Ea;ch dds'cip~8 is to be 
srfted imdividllllaJHy to dliv:ide the chaff within himself from the 
wlheat. Siaitan wiII a,la.rm them with fBairs·, haT'ass them byaf­
flic:tion, .and lagitate .their mindis' Wirth dOlllbt. Hoopeful that this 
wiHcause them to fall away fromthek f:a,ith. and. to desert their 
Master a,s when th'B- w1heaJt is: slifte'll, the ,chaff and dust fall and 
hecome ·slooHereld 'alid Mown .away by the wtnd:. It i,s' his' wish 
that each will become as so much chaff, that the wh'eat wUl di,,­
apve,air and they will '101se the'ir value to the Chdslt. 

As, our Lord wa·rned His d:is(JipleS' of this urnknown. dang.er, 
of this: teslting peliO'd,; ev'en soo today His, 'warning comes too us. 
·~r.ethodls' of sifting wh·eat cha,rug1e, blllt the temp,tatioOO's to s.n are 
the 'same. Lf W'8are believ'erls and eiIld,eavoring to do His wi.Ji, 
then th'e devliI' wHI 'be askljng fOir us, that he may put us through 
his s·ieve. 'I'hM we may not be wheat fit for bearing fruit but 
as use,les's chaff' fit only fQ!r Sa'van's, reflllse helaip .. 

LI. In tihe s'8cond plaoe let us f·jnd the hehever's vresel'­
valtion. wh'en hel ils be'in'g Slifted :3)S' Wheat. "But I have made 
supplication foOr thee that thy faith fail not." Notice particularly 
the strength ·and. maj'es,ty 01' the conjunction~"But." By it Je­
sus, without lany he,sitaJti.on whatsoever, before 'bei'Il:g asked, p,re­
s'ents Hims,e,lof as the Anta-goruislt of Sa'Dan. He meets, the issue 
::;quarely for He ils a'lwaysr'eady to d~!fend and preserve His 
own. Satan is not dealing wiuh the dislCiples alone, he must 
cope with their ,aHcpowerfUil a'lly aSI well. 
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tinn fOir ,sim'On, but do not thiink f'Or a moment that he, negle,cted 
the 'Othe,r ten, leavin'g them to' be tosisieil 'HJbout 'by Batan, with­
out ,any safe guard_ T'Urn to Joh'n 1'7 be,gin'llJing w'ith the HJth 
versle and you wli!U flind His, pra.:y'err fO'r the ele'Yen jUist before 
He if> taken awa,y. But He made eameslt, lonlgingplrayer for this 
'One. He d:i'<l: n'Ot p'ray that Simon s'houl<dl nO't be sHted, nor that 
he should not fall. His, p,rayer was:, thlat SimOin's' faith should 
not fail Ulttel'ly, tlrat it migiht not stOlP' completelly. 

'But w:h'y slh'Ould.: ,the!l"e be need 'Of sp'e:cial ,aid~ for :him? Was 
tMs' nOit ,simon whom, upon first meeting, Je'slus hladl s'aJid s:b.Quld 
he called 8tQne? vVas this' not ISlittllion: who, hav:mg rec,eived 
special :rev'e'mtion, mati'e true :g1reHlt c'Oill,fesl'lion that Jesus was 
"'The Christ, the ,S'On olf the Living God,?" S'imon, tJhe for'€-­
mOist 'Of the diis,cilp'llB's,? Ollie o:f the three, whO' ,re,eeived s,pedal 
priVileges andJ op'portuniti:esl? Ah, yes, Ithlils iSI that same Simon" 
that impetuous, seM-colllfident,sleif-aslslertive, lSimOin w:ho was S'D 
bOild that he ,rebukied his, ,Ma;sl1er, when He fiil'slt foretold His 
delath. Ye's:, thisl j,s Slimo:lll, but Ire Ls nO't yet Peter. He must 
needsl be ,sitDedl, he must enld:ure t'8!rIlilble Itr'~a:l, suffering andre­
pIEln:ta.nce. All Qfh!isl egotislm, h:is, s'e~f-taltiserUO'n, hi'sc'Onfidence 
in MSI own strelligth must be dlriven away' bY' 'the winnowing fan 
before he wiU be P,e'ul'OSi whom Chrisit wiN use to', buJd His 
Church. And because 'Of be<J:Ief in his' own strenglth, which was 
bJi\'3: great w8a'kness, he must have specia,l care thrut hiisl ~aiJth tail 
nDt utterly. OIrnislt ca;nn'Ot permittJhis 'One 'Wlhom He hlas chooon 
for a foundatfon sitone to be ,sl;fted away ;vS' chaff. ISO His great­
est 'car'e, H:is tend'e~est 's!ilicitud<e, j:s for thIs weakest OIne, who 
was, mOist liable to< faU and,slO ilt ,e,,,er is'. Thos'e whO' are in th8 
gre'atest ne'ed l'8Ice:iv'e tIre g,n,la:test he'~p. 

As heIiev'ersl, our piresler"a'HoIT Ides" then, in J,es'Us' interces­
sion for us. He, is ,th'e refUge to wh()m We mUSJt flee in times 'Of 
sorrow and slu[,fering. He .is, the' Rock of Ages to wh'ich we' must 
c}ing when true wav'esl 'Of doubt anidJ 'temptatlion thlf'eat'en t'O en­
gulf us'. 'Thesle dils'cipl,els" whO' 'wer,e ,inUm'ate a's:sociates of Je­
SUS\ when t;he~ were tried, paif'tiaUy failed and welr'e onI'y kept 
fr,om complete' de,s:truction by Christ's aid. Ho<w muC:h then, 
mUSlt we d'epenld on Hiim who :isl s<eated at the rig.ht han'd of the 
the Father and maketih ,continua'! iIJiterceslsion for us. 

"'Vher'8' high the heavenly 'temp~e standls, 
The House 'Of GDd not made with hands" 

A great Hi<g1h 'Prie'st QUI' na;ture we'a:rs" 
The guardlian of mankind: a:ppea.rs!" 

III. In thel thkd, pl,ac€. the text SlhDws, us the beHever's 
relsponsibHlityaf~tJer he has'been "ISifted as, vVh e'at , and do thou, 
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Wlhe'll: once ,thou ha'st turned agruin, eSlta;b!Jtslh thy 'brethren." It 
Ls a conl~idlent Christ Wlh'O slp'eakis, the-s'e word,s,. He ha,s no Iear 
nor doU!bt of the outcomel of the siifti:ng. He nas' unhound€d 
faith in the ef'fica.cy of His suppUcatJion. !Sa,tan may us~ bis 

gM8Ji powler to. its fuUeSit e'Xten't ,alSI ih€ tvies to. gain the aB'cend­
ancy 'Ov'er ISUmon but ,it wi'jll be to. IlIO ava;il iIIJgR,ining hlim !lJS a 
recruit fQr he i,s sustained' by '!lJll' unconquerable (}UJardtan. That 
Simon's faUh d'espite the utmost violeuce 'Of 'Sa:t'an's agitation 
wi1[ not fail utterly. 

Wa'f! n'Ot. Chris't'51 conf,idience mis,pl~a,oed? Did not IS,imon fail 
his' IMaster des,plite this s'p'ec:ial ,suppilkation? We lo.ok upon him 
a;s he d'enies, Hi>[, L'Ord three timelsl,cunsing aind sweaTing that he 
krrew not the man and' we answer, yes. But let us take two 
mOore glimp,s'e,s at Mm. Fi!l'slt immediiately after th'e cHuiaI" when 
JeSius twrnsl and loo.ksa;t him, lat onoe rthe ful~ I1ea:liZiatton of his 
guiH comes' upon: Ihim. He goes' o:uJt in grea;t anguslih Qf srp~rit 

~md we'eps Mtterly. 0 Fo1J!o.welr of the lowly NIl.Zial1ene, when 
you hav,e denied your Lord" do. you go .out wi'th Sdmon arudl weep 
bitterily? Ag:ain, Ilook f,llt him after the Re,slUrrec,tion, when 
Christ appeared to. seven of His dislcipII:e'sl by the :Sea 'Of Gali­
te-e, we SHe ,a subduBd and chwsitened, ISlimQn, who, when alsked 
by JeS'UiSI if he lov'eid Him, repJ!ied s'imp,ly, with ruoth'ing of the 
ol,d bOlasiU'ul, bmggla,rt s.];)il'rt, "Lolrd:, Thou knoWiest that I love 
Thoe'e." Though d'e'eJ)1}y grieved, Iby tihe two, r'e'l)letitions .of the 
question hu'si attitudle d'QieiSI not change, and we see Peter's' re­
storation' as :he is commis!Siiolllled by Je,s'UB to feeld H1,s sheep 
fo.J.!'O'wed by th'e wel'(Joiffi,e SlUm mons , "For.J.ow Me." As we S€B 

the re,pentant Simon weeping 'bitterly for his sin, the chastened 
Simon re,gltol'ed by his belov'ed is.aYiour all.'dlas' we fQllow hi'S life 
ev,en to hii's: mal1tyr's grave, we ,can answer m:olst emp,hatically, 
most joyfuJJly, NO, Chll'is't's con,fjde'll'ce WlaSI not mds'p,lace-ct. Si· 
mon'sl faith d!id not stop comp,j.ete[y. Th!e' devjJI's siflting resulted. 
not, as he had, ho.p'ed, in an ruposltate 'Simon, full' o,f 'ch'aff; but 
in a Simon with all the go'od in him moulidJed together to form 
PMm-the--Rockl. 

Now o:bsielrve him as, haying turned again, he goelS aboul 
obeying hi'si Lord's eXlhort!aHo.n to establislh his, brethreu_ The 
Gf'e'ek here suggeS'ts' uot a cOll'V'ers<ion, but simply the turn~'llg 

again of one wh.o 'hias l'OISlt 'fai'th for a HtUe. Pe'telI"'s !'ife from 
now on is' a Hv:ing 'epi'stlie whlich 'Hill S'ooing, could ,read and un­
ders,tand. There a:r'e thl'ee' d!efinHe W1a,ys by which ihe ma;de 
f'irm the fai'th' o.f ihis 'bI1ethren'. ,By hisl min'i1srtry, epistle,s and 
death. His ministry 'wa:s marllJed by the greatest zeal and de-
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votion. On that g'reat PentecQstal day, Peter was the first to 
begin the great work of prDc1aiming the Gosrpel to every Cf'e'a· 
ture. SOl eHective was the wiltne'sis thatthre,e thousland souls 
were ba.ptized thaJt dlay. In very trUith Pete'r was eSltablis'h~ng 

thej'laith of his bf'ethren. He ha;s lost his old self ,confid,ence, 
but ,tt h3<Si beeni replkvced 'by a new ,and greater cDnf'id,ence. He 
is nQW strQnlg in Chrilslt thrQuglh the HOlly Spidt. 

We notice him a~ain from time to time thlroughDut the re­
maindHr ofMs' siervice anld' WB see him always ~abor,ill'g fOIl' his 
8avdDur andl Iluving the fine'st kind of la Chri'stiwn Jif,e with but 
one ,e,xception-when he withd'raJwIS from asslQciatiQn with the 
GentiLB Chr:islUanSI in Antioch fDr fear of oUeud'ing oertain Jew­
ish z,ealDts'. He, met Paul',s ve,ry lOevef'e c,ensure fOIl' this 'and 
fr'Om certain hints lin his' €lp,is:Ues we ,are aSlsllIred, that this was 
only a temp0'l1ary I'aP'S,e. Thi's furnislhes, us' with another proof 
of the humanity 0:[ the diiSlciplle and giv'e's' us added as,surance 
that, having fanen, when we ,repent, we wi'll ,be fQrgiv,en:. Ex­
cept for thlis ,single instance, Ithe whole of hisl wQ'rk subs'equent 
tQ the ResurrectiDn is mQslt exceHent. Rei rprQdalimed the ",good 
news" consta'utl'y. He 'wrought ,many sLgns 'and wDnld'ers and 
perfDrmed many miracles of hea'lirug, insIQ:mUJcn that they ,even 
carried Qut the 'Slick into the streets and laid them on ,beds: and 
eQ'Uche,s that, illS Pet€r oame by, at the leas't hi,s s.ll'adow might 
Qversha;dow slOme Dne of them. He endured S!coUlgJings, trials 
and imprislDumeUits fOil' the slakce of Christ and the GDsipet 

He it was, whQ wa,s comDss'ioned tQ he the ins,trument for 
fir,st c:arrying tlh'e "good news" tD the Gentiles, having been fir"t 
convinc,ed in 'a Vision, "that the GN~tHes 'shDuld be f,e~IDw"hedrs, 
aud of the same hDdy, and 'partaker,s of the promlis'e in Christ:' 
ThJis m!ight he ,c~m'ed the erowning event of Pet8lI"s ministry, tD 
thus' have the privile:ge of baptiz'ing CDrne1ims', the first-fruits 
Qf th,e great :ingJalth6ll'in/i of Gentile Eeliev'eTs. 

The ,second w'ay nn which Peter skengthened the faith oj' 
his, hrethI'en was by h'is Ep,isINes. They were, ,written for the 
purpo,s'e of i>riruging comfort, the s'trength,enang Df faith, a warn­
ing a,gainst teIDIptat<ion, the ins,plir,ing hope and givinlg of stan­
dard,s, Df llivi:ng. Surely he hadth'e wQrd!s: of VMs text in mind 
as he wrDte the ctos'i'Dlg' WQIlds Qt'the 8ec:orrd 'Epdst~e, "Ye the,re· 
for,e, belQved, knowing these th:nlgS' betor~hand, heware lest, he­
ing ,oa;rried away wltJh the error of the wicked, ye ~all frQm yQur 
Qwn stead'fastne,s·s. But grow in the ,grace and kn:ow:l,edge of 
our Lord and Sa:viour, JesllIs' Christ." These Epistles Wlere writ-
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ten in his old ag'e, the seoond just a sohol't time before Ms' d'eath, 
and in them we fi;nd, indeHbly stamped, the character of th]s 
lewder of old. From them we learn hQW soecure and weH-gro\lJnd­
ed was hi,s Qwn fa;ith and his belief in thQ'se principles which he 
had mainta;ined for so lon,g a,ud so weB. Tlh'rQ,ugh them, he be­
ing dead yet speaketh, as was his desire, a,nd slhaN cQntinue to 
speaJ~ as JQlng a,s time shaH endure. To them the trQubled one 
can go ,8Jnd l,e,arn Q.f JiaHh frQm tMs chiet oil' 'the di'slCiple.s who 
suffered so great a faU and mad'e so great a 'recovery. And as 
the fallen one de'lve" into the truths found there, from the pen 
of Qne, who, kn'owing the path of 's'in and the way of righteous­
nes,s, is so peculiarly fitted to rendeT heilp, he may Lind him­
s'el'f tiHed up and his t,a,ith renewed. And amid the grandeur 
aud sublimity of his mes8age, there are rev'ealed those rock­
like qualities which e'naJbled him to meeot his ma,rtyr's deauh 
which Wias the third way in which he confirmed the faith. 

''\That a contrast there is betwe.en the cowering, shrinking 
S.imon as he denies his Lo,rd beofore a s'erv'ing gil''!, and the 
staunClh, sturdy Peter, who so cheerfuHy and wiHj.ngly suffere:l 
crucifixion as a result of his de,votion to his MJaster. He dieJ 
a IDI8Jrtyr even as Je's'us h'8Jd foretold in John 21: 18, 19, and so dy­
ing glonified his Lord. \Vihat an honmabIe manner fOol' so great 
a oa1eer to be ended. That this dis,oip.le, who of the elev'en had 
fallen most grievously in the sifting t.ime s,hould by his deoath 
s,eal with his blood for all time a te'sotimQny that his faith had 
endu'red to the end. Dh; the power' of Chr,jost that wiH so tran­
form a man from a coward into a rock, 'so that he wiH gladly 
suffer de-allh fG'1' His sake. It is beHeved by many tha;t he and 
P.aul were c,rueiilied a.tRome and at abQut the same time, Peter, 
with his' head do,wn, not deemi!lJg himself wG,rthy to d.e i!1 Ek" 
manne'!' a,s h'is Lo'rd. 

Thns'e of us who ,helve simled d'ee.p'ly can find a wonderful 
cQmfo;t and joy frQm a stud,y of Pe,tel'. Tha:t, hav'i!lJg slinned, 
if we rep,ent, we wHI be <p'ardoned a,rudresto.r'ed by God, and 
that the fest nfour d,<lYs need nOot ,be s'pent in grief anod remorSb. 
bu.t having been siftedl in' the dev:il's Sliev,e, it is our duty, our 
lesPQns'ibility, yea, our p'rliV'ilegeto, aid our feHows·. This is nhc 
exhortatioOn given by QUI' Lord. For our stins ani! fa;ilures may, 
properly .apP'I'ied, be berre.f.i-cia,l to our ,gr'eater s'p,iritual growth 
and! wiN enahle us to be' more ins'trumental ,in benefiUng others. 
FoOl' that person who ha's falle!lJ h'imself, should be hetter able 
to uudeTs'tand the trials of anGther. His ,shQuld be a mQst ten­
der sympathy and a gr,eat compass'ion for the f,allen Qne and 
having once trod the way himseI'f slhouM he a most efficient 
guid'e fOol' others'. 
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CONICLUISiION: In thisl day of mom:! cQllifus'ion -and martial 
confllid, the mes'siage 'Qif QUI" text CQime!s tQ us with ,impeliling 
illJsi,slt,enlce. Chlrist wants, us' to. do lEsl wilL TOo turn again, If 
need be, for Slatan tries to. ull'e the Hidv'erS1e slitUJations of Ufe 
to caus'e: us' to. dleny and des'em our Lond'. He ne:edls Qur faith­
fUll' and C,oUls,tlant witne,s's' tOil p'rOoa~ad:m, the GQSJp,el anld he,lp Qur 
wela~e'r brOothers'. Only the W1Q'r~d-wid'e eXitensrrQn Oof Ghrist's 
KingdQm will ~}V'erthrQ'WeV'iIandi Slecu,re p'e'rmlanent peace. Per­
haps you feeI unworth,y. SQmeO'llle' has written of Peter'si CQm­
missiQn in GalUee,atterbedn'g 'to}dtJQ follQ'W' J€lSUiS', in these 
wQrd's', "But Lord, I amSIQ unworVhy. T'hat night wh<en I de­
elaTed I would eliie with yOoU if llJeCleslsary, then, when put tQ the 
test, I denied you. I .suffered such, I1emQrSie. I feel so utterly 
unworthy." 

"Peter," and' the Master-,s tQnes .fell Qn his twuMed soul! 
like heaHng ,ointment Qn ,a W'oundl, 'IPlete'r, Y'ou ,ail',e not tQ l'e­
member ~hat niglht. You :are to. remembBr Qnly my }o,ve and 
fo,rgivenes1s'. I h'aveealled yQU to my serrv:iee, and' yQU ave, mine 
always ,and fOT<elVer. Ma:ny more, arfter YOU, wilfJ. f.orge,t, will 
slmmhl,E' a,nd feel the dark aroUlld them. Miancy will weep bit­
ter t'earsl of remOorsle and sllmme, aJ1idcry that they ape un,worthy. 
But the light Qf my love win a:lway,s: slhdne fO!r my ,own." All 
Oof you who I'isiten, wm )10U not 'let ,His Li:ght dislp,e'} your dark­
nesls? 'VH[, YOUI not giv'e JeslUs a chance to help Y'ou? 

"0 what p,8aCle we often tOorf€.it, 
o what n<e<edles:s pa:in we bear, 

Ali be'calUse we do not carry 
EV'e.rYlthinrg to God ,in prayer!" 

In your [hQur 0If need, look to th€ Saviour. Then do His 
will. ASI in,dividmals' 'and a;; a nation WEI MUST NOT FAIL 
HIM, if we w'Ooulid Ibe "more thanconquero'rs." BetJ:ieve in the 
'l'riune God and you shan kno,w peace t.hrOoughQut eternity. 
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REFORMED PRESBYTERIAN THEOLOGIOAL 

SEMINARY 
Operated. at Cedarville, Ohio 

The Second Semester will open in Cedarville College 
Chapel, J anuary 26, ] 943. Students of all churches are 
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