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THE 

REFORMED PRESBYTERIAN 

ADVOCATE 
"Stand fast in the faith, quit you like men, be strong." 

Published each month by the Gen€ral Synod 

VOL. LXXVII MARCH No. 3 

The readlers of the Advocate will notice that we have start­
ed -to p'u.bHsh a bri'ef hicstory OIf GeneI'ail ISynOd!. It is oUir aim 
tOi draw from all the infOirmation we 'oa;n g€t from th'e meag>re 
data availabl€, from the organization of the Reformed Pres!by­
terian Church in, North Acmer:ica, UlP' to 18'8'8; and then, frrom 
tha,t time on, draw from our nwn 'personal knolwledge of the 
wOIrking of Synod,showing i,ts O1J'portuniUes', slUcce~.s'es and re­
V'er'ses, ,aIlld our reS1Pons~biIi ties for 'these s'Ucce.ss'es and re­
verses. 

There, are many things to 'be recorded: that lare not at all a 
credit to us as a d'enomin'ation; as well as man,y things over 
whieh it seemed that we had nO' control. 

There are cause,s fo'l' all tJlrings,and it may 'be that we as 
indwidools have been personaLlY or conedively the cauS1e of 
our own mistortune~. For mlany years we (g'rew la,rger, and 
when: it s,eemed that the way was open for more rapid ,growth, 
we actuaUy 'grew smaller; and th'e que,stiOin has often been 
asked, why is th.is the ,cas,e? Inde'ed many do not understand 
it at all, and ,se,em to come to wron,g conclusinns nn thes'e points 
of interest. Po,g,s<ibly Ibefore we ar'8 through we will all have a 
clearer vliew 0'[ the' situatinn and dlo our part betterinr the 
future. 

The Ed:;tor has just prepared an AuWbio<graJphy, which 
makes a neat little volume, that is not o,nlY' entertaining, but re­
veals E.ome of the experien.ces in afe that maY' he p,rofitable to 
others who have pas,sed through, or are p,assing through sim­
ilar experi'ences. QUite a numoo'r of copies, hav'e been s:poken 
for' already; no doubt you will want one. 
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The're are only a few lIllore wre,eks now remaIning until we 
will (God wHLing) he meeting at Gerueral Synod. Are we gel. 
ting ready? Th~s should be the best meeting in many ~ eai", 
,and: will be, if we all !do oU1'part in preparirug fo'r it. Huw abou. 
our mission~ry ()onbrd'bl1tions; our reports for the past year, 
and, our ne,w Iplans ·for wggressiv'e work fo,r the cOlllling year'? 

The FlairvielW'congr'e,g'a'tio.n is' mak;illlg Dreparatiorus on their 
part for tbe su'ocess oftbe meetin:g, and we must not disappomt 
them 'by failirug to dlO o.ur part. 'Ve lo.ok forward to. ·spend,ng 
the Sabbath with them, and ,the s'ervi'ce should be a time O{ 

refreshing in'spiritual life, sruch as we have not enjoyed in many 
yeans. 

AMONG THE CHURCHES 

HOUSTON, KY, 
Houston, Kentucky, Malch 1, 1943. 

Dear Friendil';-
More Op,pol'tunities are ours for 8'el vice. More problems 

come that are difficult of sQ,lution. More players~yours and 
oUrs'-are needed tlO awaken this peop>!e ,to ,accept "the riches 
of grace in Ohrist J esiUs'" for th'em. 

'There are more· 'chHdren in the dormitory now and the 
sClhool ,is' reaching a wid'er fieId of influence. l"eop,le frOllll alar· 
gel' territory ,are coming for medical treatment. Dr. Taylul' 

makes ~ong trips in the snow and zero weather. V isits that 
kee'p' h:im up' till midnight, or, it may 'be a call when he only gets 
a IHtle heaThty s:le'ep, and loses the re8't of the Lig",t, OJ', it may 
be a very e'arly hour when it is "so much nicer to s'lay in 'bed." 
He is making contacts with other physiCians and pastors which 
extend the reach O'f the mislsiou se'rvic:e. 

Our pastors and the e,lders have inaugurated the .taking up 
of an o.ffering each Sa:bbath as a. part of the worship. 

The oid,es't boy in the dormitOTY qUiarrel'ed with the M:ssion 
farmer, called 'him names and' told' him he would 'kiIl him. We 
were much troubled as to their re;ationship as time pasB'ed. 
After a day of ifasting and player, with some ,counsel, he went 
wHh his brother one evening' aite'l' dark and caUed the man 
from his home and told him he was sorry what what he said. The 
farmer is tryin~ to help the hoys. Two or three little girls 
who have only been here two monthsaJre siru~ing songs and say­
ing! Bihle verses, and we pray that they w:m ,sing thes'e 'so rug,s 
and repeat thes'e Bi:ble y:emes for their people at home. This 
month will Ii iii iii thll CIOIi,1I o,f thli iI'choo.l year wh'Gm all will scatter 



• 

,. 

.. 

REFORMED PRESBYTERIAN ADVOCATE 39 

to their homes tosihare with ·their foLks· ·the lessons' they have 
learned" .Binceo the free, (p·u:blic) s'chool dos,eda monthrugo a 
Bible class has' been started in the homes of 8omeo 'Of the pupils 
c'ontinuing the' Bilble studies giv'en in: theo s'chO'o!. 'Thi'sclass will 
just be he.Ida siho'rt ·time as the,ir slP,ring gaI"dening and the 
pl'anting of 'crop's! on the steep, ihills~d'es cans f'Or ail hands' to 
the 'hoe and' the plow. 'So many' fathers and broth'ers a,re ,gone 
th3it the mothers: and! dau~hte'rs wiU have to try to mee,t the 
Gov'ernment's demands' for larger crops, to ,feed our army and 
our allie's' as weB as "thos'e whO' keep the home fires burning." 

The rationing of canned' vegetables andl fruit dloeos not trou­
ble the peo,ple here so much, as they 'grO'w 'their OWDJ vegetables 
'and 'can! the,m, There isa good deal of wHd fruit and app,le, 
pear and' pealch trees' are 'planted, each hO'ffieeanning their OWl! 
fruit, They Ibutcher their own hog's, render the lard for their 
own use and can their own meat and cu!'e it. 

During theo wInter months' the pe'Op[e have time for reading 
(the women marne guUts). 'Must O'f them like t'O read alth'OugH 
we find a few who cannot read, They do not ta.k·B magazines so 
we have been ,gIving them books:, IMany :boo!!'s are pubHs,hoo'. 
Wlhatshall we choO'se? There are exceHen.t 'Ones fO'r 'children 
and; the homes, The O'ld class'ieS' and more recent publications, 
"Sug,ar Creek Gan'g" series; "1F;ireS'ide 'Tales'," "Pats· of Right­
Elousne-sls," and other chllJr.ac:ier buil:dillig st'Ories,; "Don Fend­
ler," "God Runs M'y Business," "Sinking of the Zamzam," "T,he 
Amazing Story of Repeal," "The Home Beautiful" (An old man 
while rea,diin'g ·this book said, "I wish my bo,y could read this," 
lIis' one s'on is in the a,rmy. His father w'rites t'O him -to trust 
in the Lord, The ,boy does not drink, slID'Oke, or use bad lang­
uage,) "}lore Stately 'Mansions." 

Pray that the children in their homes' this summer will 
fulfill the pr'Omise, "A little- child shall lead them," and bring 
their parents ,to accept Christ. 'Pray that the Bjlble studies in 
the home!' wlththe books' they are reading will he for the es­
tahlishment of Christian h'Omes, the -children; "the heritage of 
the Lord," being traine-d in the "fear O'f the Lord." 

Yours sine'ere.ly, 

MARY R. ADAMS, 

The coming meeting of the Philadelphia Presbytery will be 
held in the Fifth Church, the first Tuesday in May ~ May 4th-~ 
at 7: 30 p. Ill. Thera will be a ,public meeting following. 
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COUl TERVlllE 

The FaitMul Workers: Sunday Behool class gave a waffle 
Supper ,in the church bas'ement on Friday nlght, Feb. 26. 

T'he Ladiieo;' Mislslonary society met at the p,ars'o.nage 0.:0 

March 3. The day was s'pemt in quilting. They met again all 
:\larch 5 to. quilt. 

The Alpha and Cavalier classes held their regu:,ar manthly 
meeting o.n Tuesday night, March 2. After the bus'iness meet­
,ngs a lunch consisting ats'andwiches, p:iekles, fruit salad, coak­
ies and edfe'e was served to about ten memhers. 

Our congregatian sUJs,tained the la-58' af ane af its elders, 
Mr, 'Villiam Fullertan, an Feb. 17. 

DUANESBURG 

This has been a very s'evere winter in Duanes'burg. The 
graund has been frozen a,nd sno'w covered ever since Thanksgiy­
ing, with the thel'mameter ranging anywhere from zero- to 30 
degrees belo.w. In sp,ite of this, there has' been relatively little 
illn,ess and we hav'e been, able to. have ehul'ch s'ervic,e,s regular-
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ly very ,Sunday. God! ha.S' indHed be'en ,good 1;0 us. 
A J)ew weeks a,g'O Rev. Fiole,a re'turnedl ill,is,sionary 1lrOill 

India, vjs'~ted 'Our chUl'cll and: ,showed: some very interesting col­
ol'ed pictUl'es' Q1f hisi work amOillig Ithe; Indian's. We all enjoyed 
his talk 'aIlJdl visit, and hO'lle he, willi return to us a,gain SQme­
time. 

The HieIpinr Rand sooiety held a niokel oafeteria chicken 
S'IlIIJIP,er in thesonoQI haus,e, this past month. AIbO'\J:t 8 Q'!Clock 
a fre'eentertainment lbeglan to, ,enroll. 'This' cOiIlsIs,ted: of a col­
ored lll!inS!tre:l grolllp, s'onglS by the ch'Oir, some: piano sol'Os' and 
readlin~s. (Mrs. Ev'erett ,,Bakier, president of the' ,society, gave 
a ve,ry interesting historical 3!ocount of the organ,ization of the 
society. Every,thing was ve,ry info,rmal; eV'el'yone seemoo to 
have a good time, and we oleared over fifty dollars,. 

The Bi;bIe Readers' met in th'e mans'eth:is'p'ast month. It 
W8IS deCided that pop corn and! dish ,cloths, Would: Ibe ,purcha.sed 
and sold at the 'cMeteda sup,per of the Hie:lpirug Handsooiety. 
This w:as d!oue and a'bout ten dollars was taken in. Next month 
the g'rolllP will meet at the hom'e of Waldo ,a.nd Allen Chesnut. 

The Iielping Hand sudety met at the home 'Of Mrs. Knowles. 
Due toba-d' weather, the attendance, was rather small, 'Only ten 
being ,present. M:rs. Baker wa,s the le8Jder; the top,ic being 
"TransfUlS~Dn." A delicious luncheDn w:a.s s'erved. Next me'et­
illlg will be held at the home of Mr. and Mrs. iNatha.n Fidler. 

THE FORM OF CHRIST 

'Profes'sor SchaU Slay's: that "none 'Of the Evangelislts, not 
ev'e'll the belov'ed dis'ci:ple, and ibosom kiend 'Of J'e'slls" has ,given 
us 'the ,leas't hint of his'cDuntenaruce and stature. In this re­
s'pect 'Our ins:tincts Q1f natural ruffection have been 'Overruled. 
He i81 the Savioiur 'Of 8.111, and the 'p'erfecltexemp<lar of hrumanity 
shoulld TIlot be id,enrtified with the parti!cu1ar line8Jments' of 'One 
race or nationality. We should:clin,g to 'the Christ in the Spirit 
and in: 'glory, 'rather than to ,the Chctst in th,e fle'sh. Neverthe­
lies's, there musrt. have be'en an oVel'la.-winlg, majesty and' irresis­
Hole charm 'even in His persDnal alpiP'earance to th'e spiritual 
e:ye, to acc'Ount for the readdll'ess' with wlhich the dis1ciples, for­
s:akin:g all:1 things' ,f'OUo'WedHim in reverenoe and tJoundless de· 
votion. He ha.d nOit the physiognomy 'Of a sinner. He re:f1e'cted 
from His' ey,e and countenance the se'l"ene, peace and c'eles'tial 
,beauty of a ,sinless S'Oul in blesseid harmony with God. Nay, 
more, He W:i,l/ Godmanifeo:t in ,th~ flQlih." 
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THE OAK OF THE FOREST 

Thou owk ot :the fo·re·st! whose da.rk branches 'Siway 
O'er the wiJld lonely lla,ths' of my weed tangled way; 
ProUid oak oithe forest! 0 hear mecollIllPI,a;in, 
Thrat tlhe journey 'Of lif.e is'a journey of pain. 

Where the llHgrim of Isardnes:s his hard burden be·ars, 
Where the fondchildr 'Of oontiment ho'perS and de,spairs; 
Where pleasure,s, ISlooceede'd fun soon by dli'slg1lst, 
Remind us tha:t man! is' but hetr of the dust! 

All! would that likJe thee I m,igJht safely defy 
.AIlI the temp'estJs that sweep· o'er the world's fickle s'ky; 
An! would that like thee I c'owd ca:lmly 'behold 
T·he murderous' whirlwind its terrors unfold. 

For thou, with thy brethren, WiHt flourishing grow, 
When this bosom ,is' cold, andl Ithis head 1s laid low; 
In the f'Desh 'galle of slp'ring shall thy green hono,rs wave, 
Whe·n. I s'h'aU ,be dUlStiIlJ the mould-eling grave. 

Earch S1.llXlmer that cromes will ·thy fol1a.ge restore, 
When I SlhaU be withered to flourish no more; 
But 'behold! there is hOil'e, ,there is comfort fOr me. 
1Mid the darkness of SOt!'·row, deh dawnings I see. 

o W'Orld! where the weary s:hall endlessly res't, 
No longelr by porwer or f,ortune QPprest; 
o realms! w:b.ere my spirits, slhaLI joyously soar, 
\V,hen the oak of the forest shall flo1.)!rish no more! 

MANY WAYS OF DENYING CHRIST 

Bishop Heber said·:-"It is 'a <f!lJtal mi'stakJe to sup·porse that 
there can be no apostacy from '.Chdst, where we a,re not wbso­
lutely 9aHed on deny His name or to Iburn dncense t'O an idol. 
\Ve d,eny our LOI1d 'wb'eIlle'V'er, H~e Demas, we through love of 
this p.res~mt world, iOl1sake ,the cours'e of duty whi1ch Christ h'as 
plainly pomted OUit to ·UIS. We deny o'ur Lord whenever we lend 
the sane-tion of our countenanoe, our 'prai'se, 'Or eV'en 'Our sl1e·noe, 
t'O measures' or oprinions which may be p·o·pru.lar of fas'hi'Ona'ble. 
but whieh we ours\lllY'Hs belleY'e to 'be sinful in themselves or 
tending to ,sill'. W·e, deuy our Lord whenever we for"rake a g'Ood 
man rn aJifliction, and ref'UlSe to&1ve coU!ntenance, enocou~-
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ment and support to those who, for GodJ's, s'ake, and' for the 
faithful di'slcha,rge od' their duty, are expl:)S'e!d1 to· 'P'ers~,cution and 
Eland-er." 

LIFE AND WO'RK 
Of ROBERT WALDO CHESNUT, Ph. D. 

__ II 

An Autobiography 
of a country minister who spent more than 50 
years in the service of God and His people, of 
one who found that success followed in the foot­
steps of perseverance. It reveals lessons in the 
school of experience. It tells of a life '8 work 
among neighbors and friends, of strength in 
prayer and worship. 

This autobiography is a neatly-bound little 
volume that takes the 'reader to the homes of 
neighbors, to weddings, to homes of the ill, and 
to funerals. 

At 85, the Rev. Robert 'Waldo Chesnut has 
taken" time off" to prepare for posterity the 
experiences ,of a long and rich career as a coun­
try millister-a book that is of especial interest 
to those whose lives are knitted closelv to the 
(>arth and its ruggedness. . 

Copios may be obtained by writing the author 
at Duanesburg, New York. 

Priee - $1.25. 

Rath·er let us suff€r for s'peak:ihg ,the truth, than that the 
truth should suil'f·er f'Or want 'Of Sipeaking. 

A 'sure mode of never slucceed:ing with your own plaDls, is to 
giv'e too much aHen1ion to those of other people. 
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A HISTORIC SKETCH 

CHAPTER II 

Afte,r ;layinJg dolwttl a !sihort and platn 'sltateIlllOnt of 'the dif· 
ferenc,e- between the two d,ivis'iJonSI of the Re-formed Pres,byte'r· 
ian ,bodi'es, we proceed to re,cO'IU some, hlistor:ic facts re~'ative to 
the progres:s, and growth of General Synodt: 

A Jotnlt eommHtee of the Genleral Synod, and the Synod of 
th'e Reformed Pl'esbyuerilan Ch:urc:h in North Alillerica, met in 
Nmv York Citty, IMay 22, 18172, andl after due del'tberation, the 
pOls.Hon of each hody W:a,s stated as foHows': 

"1. The pGslition o·f the Synlod otE the Re·formed Pre's'byter­
ian Church in Nort'h AlIllIeri,ca iis, 'Th'at ,all sluch civil and poliiti­
cal transactions· as imp~y em o'a'th of allegi1ance to the Oonstitu­
tion ami Gov'ern:ment of the United Sta,ue'S', involve a criminal 
in!(Jorporation with the inSlUt'l1tiorus, of the cOUll'try, which is for­
b'idd.en: by the Iww of the ChuI1ch.' 

"2. The posrtion of the General Synod is, 'Th'at no con­
neBtion 'with the, }aws, the offic,ers:, or order of the State is 'pro­
Mbited by thie Church, ex:cept Iwhla:t truly iinvlol'Ve,s immorality; 
and further, thiatexercising the rights of citizenship does not 
ne-ces'sarHy inv'dJve immorality; and beinlg leit to the consden· 
Hous c'Onrvilotions. of ctl'Ul'ch mlemibe-l's, ds not made a term of 
communion in Ith'e Re,fo'rm.edl Presbyterian Church.''' 

(See pag'e 249, l'rIinu:t'81s olf General Synod, 1872. Commi,­
tee, John N. Mc'Leod, David Steele, ,Samue·l ?vlolfett.) 

This is' the mO'S'iconc;i,se statement on the po.I1t of differ­
ence betwleen the ,twO' -Synods that we have found anywhere 
in our Syruodi'c l'ecords. 

Now "W1i:th tMs in our minds we may take up our B'tudy of 
the Iprog'resis of even'ts, in the General Synod. vVe have no a'.\­
thell'tic history in our p'OSS'8iss-ion, on many important matter;; 
fO'1' several y'ear,s. However, in the ",Dann'er 'Of the Covenant,' 
a ma,ga.zine that was our 'OUidal p'aper urutil a:bout 1868, we have 
a few hi'Storic facts. tobridlge over the time b,etween the eariy 
f,iities and 1868·186,9. 

In 1856 we had sieven P,reslbyteries in American and one in 
India, viz: the NOlthern, Eastel'n, l-hiladelphia, l'ittsbu. gh, Ohio, 
ChklalgJo, and WelstHrn; and in' Indj'a the Sah'aranpur. Our Mis­
s.ion in India was organ'ized in 1,834, and' was very prosperous 
under the leadel'ship, IQif Revs. Caldelrwood, Caldwell and Wood­
sidle, and' a fetl'f1 'Other's', until the dlis.ruption that took ,place dur­
in,g <the Ge'Olige H. Stuart ea,B,e, in 1'868. It is worthy of note, 
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tha!t in 1856, 'Our regular ministeril3.l de~egation' ,to 'Sy'nod, was 
4'(); and there were as many cOIngl'egatilOns, aOO quite a numibe·r 
o,f mwssilOn statilOns. 

In 18,58, there ,were 28 ministers and ablOut as many ·elders 
at Synod wMch melt in Ed,en, near Hparta, Illinois'. In the NO!· 
thern PresibY'tery :there were H clOngrelgations a:ndi sta:tJilOns; 
in the Eas1ernPres<by'uery, 8; Philadelphia PI1es,byliery, 8; Pitts­
burg Presbytery, 1'6·; Ohi'O, 9; Western,9; and ChicaglO, 11; a 
total Of 73. 

Cons:ideI1ing the trme's, ,this was a tine array 'Of ministers 
and Helds flOr 111\1b'Or. R s'eellI)lB-, hlOwever, th1\lt aH IiMs' splendid 
oplplOrtunity f'Or work, and the number 'Of alble men, was destined 
tlO be s'talI)lped'ed, and the wlOrk lrinder·ed 'by the power and' in· 
fluence IOf .one man and thlOs€, under b:is influence, because 'Of his 
w8laHh and! standing: in the! ,church c'Ouu·cils. He :wa's' none· .other 
tilan MT. GelOTlg'e H. Stua,rt, of the FirM Reformed Prelsbyteri'an 
Church of Phlila:dlelphia. 

Thesle were the days 'Of UnilOn agitatilOn amlOng the PIle'S­
byterian 'bodlies, and peo:p,le s'eemed to gete:x:cited land do many 
thingS' that they under dil'ferent drcU!ll<stan'ces wou'ld n'Ot have 
d'Oll'e. Mr. Stuart, being a little mlOre lib€ral mind'e'd than many 
others, on the subject of PsalmlOdy alld, plOss,ibly som·e other 
things, although IOrthodox in his theo.j'O'~ica.J v,ews, had brlOken 
the eS1taJbl'j.s'held 'Ord.er Cif the church in singing unaU'thlOrized 
hymn" in divine worship, and when caUed to aC'ClOunt by his 
brethren, res'entoo'meir inlterterence- with all his mlight. This, 
of C'c;u,lse, led t'O unwis,e wordsl IOn IblOth sides of th'e questilOn, 
and othens took up {he clOntention, just when' wisdom wlOuld 
have led: them tlO hold their p·eace. The whole matte'!' got into 
the church ClOurts', and w:hile it might haY'e been settl'ed ami­
crubly, it s,eems that :\1r. Stuart defied the .synlOd tlO exer­
cise its rightful authority. .synOd th'eill s'Usp'eTlded' him 1''01' cIOn­
tumacy; that is, for reprlOachful utterances and CIOn tempt IOf 
ClOurt. 

'Vhile it is true 'ihlat:\,Ir. Stuart had violated the estabIishe!l 
order of the church in regard tlO the use IOf unins'p'ired hymn,; 
and restricted ,communion; yet, it Iseems that there WlaS the 
IOpinilOn in the minds lO,f many tha't there was' n'Ot enlOugh op'po­
sition tlO thes·e aeilf'; tlO s'ecure his convictilOn;but, as h'e had 
deified the court ,they eQuid not dlO 'Otherwise than suspend 
him. The vote was taken, and there we.re 28 for suspens'ioll 
and 14aJgainst. 

The vote stood as flOllo'ws: 
Synod prlOceeded tlO vote. The roll was called and the re-
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s'uLt ,declared as' fol.lows': Aye:s' ~ The Mod'erator, W. 8. Brat­
ton, Dr. Cmwforo, nr. Doug:la's', 1M. HiarSlhaw, J. F. Morton, W. 
J. M'cDQlW1eH, Dr. MdMlas,ter, A. Thomson, N. Woodsidie, A. G. 
Wylie, S. Yourug, W. Earley, J. N. Giffol'd" Peter Gibson, K. 
Hunter, R. Hem[lhHI, J. Holme's" R. iMlathe'W1S, R. MarishaH, W. 
IVJ)dLachlan, W'. Reed, D. Fjeld,s', U. Ste,want, J. Sam'p,le, J. Stor­
lll!oot,M. ISMrm, J. i800tt ~ 218. Noes - J. H. Coover, J . .1<'. 

tiitl, Thomas Joh~sto:n, Dr. IM'cLe'old, J. MidMiBan, R. IMcMillan, 
Dr. 'McAuley, Dr. ,scott, Dr. {Sterrett, S. WyUe, Dr. Wylie', H. 
De.haven, R. H . .'Vl'dM)ll'lliIl - 14. Not votin1g ~ Dr. Clarke, A. R. 
Oailey, VV. :1'. Sihaw, A. Kerr, W. ,McCor!Illick, J. Stewart - 6. 

'~'h,ere iiS Ubtle doubt that there were ,some who voted for his 
su.spension Wll!o. ,would hav1e done 'dM'lerently if he had 'wept cool, 
i;;'dHl less, 'and leH the 'whole m:atter to. he dec,idied on its merits. 

'This who:ve Iill!Jlter wa,s done ,before the wrJter of this ae­
eourvt wa.s' able to unders'oand the case, 'anidwe '(Ian only expre.ss 
OUl' 'oorrow tor the WllOl'e pro'ceeding, a:nd hope .thi:s and s'ucceed­
in'g .glenerat,:olns' may ,co.ntloi tn,eil' temp'ers and 'exp,res'Sions', tor 
,th-eir ow-Ii good and the Ip,e,a,oe of the church. It is' a 'pity that 
IUtnl' hl IWle'alth' and, intluenee are some'times, so un'wise. The 
dJeclS'lOn' ot GeneI'lal Bynod, wise 0'1' UIlJW:i'S'6, reSlUilted in a [large 
mmo.nty Jeavmg the ,church, to. run independerut 1'01' at:lme and 
uielY 16'0 into another deuQminMJion,. 

'rne General ,By'nod: w:a's 'cnticized by its, ene'mies; hut real­
,y, H ml;(i' to maiu~am l,ts: d.'gnHy ,anld authori,ty, or los.e the I'e­
;,p6(;[ oLthe people and hasten, its ruin. No Clivil c'Ourt Co.u,Ja 
mainbain its right to exist, if it would .sutter oontemp,t to go 
unpunished. 'l'hrou:g,ho'lllt ,the clrurch, and 'esipec,ally in the 
~'lliradelphia Pl'e,s'bytery, m:1nori-ru.es, were in SO!Ill,e cases d'enied 
tIlelr lights, and! it o'e'came necesslary 1'0,1' the 'Synod to organize 
lot second 1'1 esbytel'Y; because the minorityeleme'IlJt in that Pres­
oY'"ery hald been denied' .their rights to he appointed a,s dele­
!01t!dl w General SYIlJeld, beeaus'e th'ey did nOit represent the ma­
jO'l'"ty. 

Ader tliesto.rm h'ad abated, ,and the roU was 'called .the next 
year, tm'er'e were o.nly 24 !IIl,inisters o,n, the roll, a:tth'ougih at least 
tWO' Drllllbicer's who votedl No l'emained with :thechurch until 
their dealth. 

The defe.ction was ke'enly felt at home, but the Foreign Mis­
s'ion in Iudla, was practicaUy ruined. Indeed they had' no di­
rect communi'cation with th'e:Syn'od, ex'ce:pt :thrOlugh thos,e who. 
were ill' SY'IDIp'athy wrth Mr. ,S:truart, who. had been trea.surer of 
th'e Foreign EQard for ye~rs'. Renee, nearly ,aU the ~is.sioll. 

was' carriedl into. 'the P'resIPyteri:an Church, U.S, A, 
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The Sahara:n:pur Preslb:ytery maj:n.tained itS' organiz'ation and 
ev,entuaUy 'returned to General Synod. The Rev. John S. Wood­
side, one of our l1lIissionaries., wa·s· qu-riedi away with the 'reslt, 
but Wihen 1I'e returned to America, he tolJd' the (0.. S. A. Fore-ig!II 
Miss·ion Board ,that they had done a V€'ry wicked d'ee'<i in taking 
a:way ourp.rop·e'nty. While h,e had left .the ,church, b:e would 
not 'be a Iparty to falling upO'n the SIPOIiJJS. It i,s surely time !OT 
us to learn the lesison that mis'pl1ace'd power and inf~uence :s 
dangieroUlS ,in all the 'Walkis O'f life. 

One diS/aJPlPoiIlltment is oft€[]) foHewed by another, As we 
have obs'erved, church union w~s the thirug upp·exmost in the 
Preslbyte'rian hO'die,s at thi'S· ,time. The Old and the New School 
Pres'byterirul's' were uniting, 'am While we were fortunate enough 
to' es,ca.pe that disasrrer, we fell for a time into another ene. but 
not without some bruIses. 

NegotatiQlIlfs were goiI1g on: for a possible union with .the 
United Preslbyte(l"ians, a:rud. if 'a little wi.sdom ·ll'ad been U!Sed, 
something l1lIigbit ~avebeen reaHzed; some 'Were RSlkirug for 
more time to 'coI1sider the term's of 'Union, bUJt others' would not 
wa:it; they said!, NOW OR NtElVlER. 

The jO'int committe'e met and drew up, a report (s'ee page 
203, Mtnutels 1869), in which it is' pilajn to .see tih;a.t the larg>er 
denominativn WillS IgJettin'g everything for itseIf; a:rud because the 
report Vl'lloS not immed,j.ately ap'proved, Dr. John iM·cMas,ter, of 
Princeton, Ind., Rev. W. 8, Bratton, of Coulterville, 111., Rev, M, 
Harshaw, QfConcord, and Rev. J. K Martini, of Wlalnult HiLl, IlL, 
all immediately aros~ 'and tried to· take their congregations and 
all the vacan~ies of the Pl'esbytery into ~he UnMed PTes!byter­
ian Church, without giving those who asked for mo.re. time to 
study the terms of union a clrutnlce to dO' so. While of course 
all wel1e expressing their opinions, there wa's ruo, evidence that 
there was anything but a sincere d'esire' to study carefully the 
report and' make a final decision at a later date, This stam­
pede was one of ,the stran'g>est ads to be found in the cecords 
of eccles'ias'tical gymnla·stics, GQod men with good recoI'ds, and 
on gvod ter!lIllS with all ,their brethren, without any s'ane reason 
for their actiO'ns, leaving Synod on the most fr:iend,ly terms, 
returning home to turn a 'co!lIllp'lete ecclesiastical smners'ault, be­
cause they did not g:et wil:at they wanted immedi·ately. 

This. was a serio.us blow to the Wes'Dern Pr'es1bytery, as, it 
ca;used contention and ha,rd feel'in'gs among old-time friends, who 
had walked together in pea.cle·and harmony fer years. The 
~ldershilPseemed to use better judgm'ell1t in matters pertaining 
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to the Cihurch, Ibut the minJislte,rS' of th'eo Gospel, driven forward 
by s'ome unsleen fOI1ce, s'eemedl de,stitute of 'good sens'e and pa­
Hence ,to' gO' a. little ISliO'w,er, takiing time to' dlecidleO'n what they 
SihO'Il'1d dO', in do,in'g their iP'3Irt in wOI1king out the destiny of the 
church they had loV'ed and h!mored:. 

They carried with them the' Pres'b)'lterial Re,c,ords, ta!k1in( 
them intO' the United Presibyterian; Ohurch, where they were of 
no use to anyone, and ~ept them the're fO'r )"ears. EffO'rts' were 
mad,e tos'ecUl'e them, but they had not been returned wlhen 
yO'ur hiS'toriaJl entered: the ministry in 1888. 

The re&sons why the Minutels O'f the "\Vesterlll Presbytery 
were no:td:eHvered to the Clerk of ,"tlhe 'Bres1by,tery are given 
O'n p,3Ige 263 of the Miinute'SI of Synod:, 187i: 

Prinloeton, Ind., J,an_ 12, 18'H. 
Rev. W. J. ,SmHey, lSiparta, Winois,. 
Dear Sir: 

Your leUer aSlkiDig for the Minu'te,s of the late We,stem 
PreslbYloory O'f th'e RefQrmed 'P'l1es'byteria:n Church was' rece'ived 
some Ume ago, but Qlwing 1JO' 'a iP'rotr3loted illness I halve been 
=ble to' reply. I am not ~ble to' write mysel1', hut 81m confined 
to my room i8lnd 'bed. With l1egal1d to the !Minutes sipoken of, 
I would ,sltate that the last Gene,raI ASlsembly ordered ithe rec­
ords O'f ,ail ,Preslby,teries' and Syn od:s , not now in exi'stenice as 
s'Uch, to' be sent to the 'S'IlJperint.,ndlent of the U. P. Book Rooms 
atPittslburg, Pa. The Western 'Presbytery, h,aving, ,as a Pres­
by'tery, gO'ne into a'nd: Ibecome a part 01' the Cnited Pres,b'y:ter­
ian Church, accoI1diing toth'e d'i'I1ection of the ASls'embly, as afore 
state,d, I, ,a:s the, laist 'cle,rk 'of that Preshy:tery, have s,ent the rec­
ords' to th'€' Sup,erintend:en:t of the U. P. Book Rooms', 'at Pitts­
burg, Pa., 'for preservation ,and s,afe k'eep'ing, and they are now 
in his, hand:s. 

I am, v@,ry reSlpect:fully, your,s, &'c, 
John 'Mc:'rla:ster, D. D. Per J. A. Calhoun. 

uur OOillimeDlt.:----'Tru!e, the 'VesternPrels'bytery Was stunned 
by the blow of its, IsuP'Po'Sled ,frienlds, 'hut never killed; hen.ce, 
was' nOit the: "late" Pres!b'yltery. It issltiU living at this date, 
1'9'-13. Likle the man on his, way down to Jericho, it was wound­
ed: 'and left haH ,dead, and 'while the 'priests looked ou or pass,ed 
'by on the othe,r Slide, a f,aith1'ui 'eldel1ship carried it home, and 
under their hOlslp,italble care, it was' revived and re'ill'a:illJs to this 
day. 

!fa,di it been 'anen'emy that re1pnJached us; or one whO' hated 
Wi', WIiICO'llld havliI bO'rlllQ it; 'hilt 'thou, men, our IiIqual, ~ide, 'llC" 
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quaintanlce, with whom we hwdtaken SIW1eet couns·el, and walked 
tD the housle' Of God in comp'any. 

While it is' trwe that ali the ministers' od' the Western Pres­
'byte·ry, e~ceplt the Rev. Samue,l WYllie, ·of Eden, near SpMta, 
IHinois, left the General Synod, none of ·the congregations as a 
body followed the,ir 'pas<toI1s. Thirsslimply' meant that five good 
's:trong cOlligregations welle divided into ten. wea:m ones, and that 
instead! 'Of union, 'there was d1slfuprtion, hitter feeling:s and enmity 
sown, where fo,rmerly there had' been unity, good' feeJing and 
Christian feUowsrhip. 

The results of the actionlS of dl'es,e a.bove mentioned minis­
ters were tWO-fold, in thisl, that the peac:e and harmony of these 
divided churches was d,esltroyed; and, an enmity aJ,giainslt the 
United Pres.'byterian Church was made, that in a measure still 
exi'sts; land tJhis ,is not due to any ovel1t act upon the part of 
the United Pr'es,byterian Churoh itself. In this instance no one 
charged the other of holding any unorthodox doctrines. In fact, 
there were no difif'i'culties t'hat mi'g:ht not have been overcome 
in due time_ Wl1'elle there were once Is.trong, active congregoa­
tionis, now, there were an increased number of we:ak, strugrglinlg 
ones in their stead. 18t11a11ge, hut true, thre'e of thes'e mimsrters 
who ledr in the de'fect,ion, ,died: a 'few y'ears late'r, and never 
wrer.e permitJted to see the expec.ted fruitsl O'f their mis.guid:ed 
deeds. 

Rev. Samuel 'Wylie, 'of Eden, had now .grown old and feeble. 
Rev. J,ames S. 'Scott, in 1810, came into the W:e,stern,' Presby­
tery, and thre' work took on a ne'w lea:se 'Of iiIe. However, nne 
or thre e,conomic problemsi of chul'ch aHairs· aros'e that wa,s hard 
to sol've. Hoth of the denomi'nations had ibeenseeking union, 
and thus con'servlngthei1r powers for effective work, found tJhem­
selves with more and weaker churehe·s" 'but no, immediate in­
creas'e in, mirrister,ial Iaborers. Indeed ,it wars three or four years 
before the General Synod wa·s arhle to secure pastors for these 
disl!'up,t:ed corrgregations.. Our Seminary was sending out stu­
dents· as faM 'as pos,slble, but many of them were nOit as thOf­
ou:g'hJy prepared for their work as the regular order of the 
church required, and otten the work was very ull'satis'factory. 

But one' disa,Slter is often fOllowed by another, and SO it was 
at this time. No s'Ooner had these calamities passed ov'er, when 
a'nothel' of a much d'i,ffe'rent kind came as' a olQlUd to cast its 
slhadow o'ver the whole church. This' time, the case was one 
agrainst one of our most 'eloquent, loyal and respected' ministers 
of the Go:speI,and: the s,cene was enacted in the city of Pitts­
burg, Pa., in 1880, wh'en the Rev. Nevin Woodside was suspend-
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ed from the ministry for an alleged immorality. This was at 
the be1ginninlg af my I college days, land all the facts' Ipro and 
con,availaJble were gathe~ed" but even, then, it was lmp-ossible 
for one so unsophisticated Ito iarrive at ithe real truth in the 
ca,s,e. Howev~'r, we alwa)'ls h'ad .some doubts of the guilt of 
Rev. Mr. Woodsid'e. IDven if rue' W1as, aSI 'guilty as his enerni •• 
rnaintained, the whole procedure was in tlre ,light of many, one 
that Iwould not be s'an'ctioned by' any 'Civil court -in the lan'lL Mr. 
'WO'!)dsid'e had be·en ,triedl a1ndrucqui:tted ·of the same charges 
mad'e against him bycertailn mernbers of the Northern Pres~ 
bytery, and :been 'ellected IModeriator of the General Synod in 
10879, h~ing consti<del'ed in good stam)iingl in the ,church. It has 
be'en sa;id, !that had' he not s(mght and obtained a call to one 
of our largesit and Ibest congregations', that notlhing would have 
been done, further in the' case, but, he and s'ev'eral otlrers had 
been ,candidwtelS, for the pastorate of the 'Pitts,burlgcongrega­
tion, andl being suclcessful in receiving the call trom a respect­
able majority of the congregation, the minorIty protested, anfl 
broUight forwa!'d the old charges D'f which he had b2eil iacquitteJ. 

'rhe S'ynod met in PittshulIg, in 1880, and 'accOlding to cus, 
tom, Riev. Mr. Woodslid>eshould O'pen the Synod with a sermon. 
which was his duty by,appointmen1t. Qil:;jectio'ns we:e made to 
hi,s 'prea;Jching under the ·cir,cums.tances. but he stood for what 
he considered hi,s rights, and this .simply added fuel to the fire. 

'The op'posit:ion claimed that neW evidence had been SeClll e-1 
against h:im, ,allld. Synod proeeeded wHh the trial, ccnvi8ted him 
and! suspend'ed Mm from the mnisltry. This, of course, did not 
stO'p him from preaching. He a1p'P'ea,led from the dedsion 0'1' 
Synod, and to the Lord Jesus Christ, the Head of the Church, 
and with his followe,rs· or'ganized another congre;;'ation, pur­
chased a ·church bui1:dling on Grant Street, Where he continuerl 
to prea·ch unitil hi,s death. 

vVhlatever may be said '0'1' t1:2 merits of the ca;o,e, or of his 
guilt or innocense. we have nothing to fay. \Vhen we met and 
became acqua:inted with tbe minority element of the Oak AlIe~' 
church, we had: very 1:l'eriou.s doubts' wboll't the guiltof·Mr. Wood­
side. The writer met him on two occasiollis afterward and heard 
him deliV'er a ,lecture once. He certainly was a master orator 
anI(} an alggre,ssive preacber of the Gospel. He alway,;; wanted 
to ,get 'ba'ck into General Synod, the church he had served so 
weH. He also, to th,e last ma'intained his innocence. He h'arl 
no. fe1elings of ,revenge, hut stond by himself abid:ng his time, 
and ,left beh:ind him a fine congregation, whi'ch afterward re­
turned to General Synod. 
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One, of our most r~spected miruis'iers at that timle in the 
PIhiladelphia. Pl'esbytJery, 'and one who had voted for his s'Usp'en­
sian, aHerwa.rd acknowledged his error in votill!g to suslp'end a 
ma,n whos'e g'UHt he dorulbted. As to his'guilt o'r inill~)cence the 
writerkinows' n'Oth:iug. But We do knOIW ,by olbs'erv'atiall', rthaJt of­
ten church (lOltll'ts are conducted: in a way that reveaLs a sad 
want .of wisdom ,amQng its members. The court often aSllumes 
the role of Ip.!os'elcuto.r, jud1ge and jury; many of the jurors, being 
already settled in their o,wn mJIlJds O'll! the matter of 19ui,lt or in­
n'Ooence of the p,e,rson Oil' trial, before the evidence is, given; 
a thing that would unfit them for jurors in any civil court of 
justice. 

1n the past history of eccleo;iastical courts, we find very 
HIttle for Wlhich the church has rea.son tQ Ibe pwud. 

Now, turning as,ide from tlJ:es:e vexing, things, that did much 
harm and very Httle good, we will ,call youraUention ill' the IJIext 
chapter to our institutions' of learning. 

"THE CHANGELESS BIBLE" 

New Series of Radio Addresses on the Bible 
'l'he Ame'l1ican Bible ,Soc,ie:ty is J:J.Onored, by the linvitation ex­

tendl€d, for the ,sixth sIuc:c'ess'ive year, to its ed:itorial stecretary, 
the Rev. Francis Carr Stiner, n. D., to 'pres~'!lJt a s.eries of broad­
caSits con.cerTI'ing the BiMe',s, unrivaUed place ill! the wo'rld' of 
booksl, the 'inc're.lIJsillig demand for it ineverycontin~mt and the 
heroic e1jifo·nts being' made ,by the BibIe Societies and mdsS'ion­
ariels to meet thiS' demand. Thds. y;ear Dr. Stifler ha,s been in­
v:ited to ,s'P'eak for .s'ix month,s, over WJZ and: the" B~ue Network 
on Monrdays'a<i 1: 30 EWT begd,nning Apr'U 5. He has chosen to 
speak on "The Ch'an.geJ.es's, Bihle," and the tOP'i'cs of the slerie,s· of 
broadc:astisair'e: 

Ap'r:il 5 - W.hat d'Si th'e Bibl'e; Apni! 12-What Do'es the Bi­
be Conta.in; Ap'ril 19-Who Wrote the Bdbi'e; Ap'ril 26-Who 
Printsl the Bihle. 

May 3-Who Distributes the Bible; IMay la-Who Re1ads the 
Bihle; ,May l7-The Bible and the Eng~ish Languag'e; '}fay 24-
The Bible ·and Ame.fliclan W1ay of Life; ,May 31-Translating' the 
Bible. 

June 7-BibJ.esl on the To,p Shelf; June 14-'The Bible in the 
Church; June 21-The Bible in the Barracks,; June 2!l-The Bi· 
loie :md thllO :gl'iB:d. 
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July 5-Oreat IMen a;ndthe BihLe; July l2-Uttle Ohildren 
Love 'the Bible; July l'9-PopUllarizing ilie BibJe; July 26-Mak-' 
iDigthe BibJe Your Own. 

Aug. 2-Howto Reootih'e Bible; AUig. 9"-1Ho'w to Study the 
Bible; Aug. l'6----'The B~ble BIlla Buslinessl; Aug. 23-The Bi'ble 
anld' the Amerti:= Home; Aug. 30-Tlhe Bible and TomorrOlW. 

Sept. 6---''I'he BrotheI1hood' of the Bible; Hept. l'3-The Bible 
and'the Publ,ic '8'choo~; ISept. 20-The Bilble arud E,vangelism; 
Sept. 27-'~MIY WOl1d, 'Shall Not Ba,gs' Away." 

'ANOTHER NEW TONGUE PROCLAIMS THE GOSPEL 

Another new l'aniguagle has' foru:ndl its, way iDito print - as 
usual, by way 'Of the' Bible,. lit i:s COIllob, a d'iale'ct Is!po~en hy a 
grou,p' of Indli'ans' livillig in the ,delp,al1tmerrt of Hueh'Uetenango in 
the north:weste'rnprurty od: Gu:atemaLa. The Go'sipel of St. John, 
the first comp,I'ete book of the Bibl'e to appear In this' dialed, 
has just come' from thel p'reSlSes"o[ Ithe American BibIe Society. 
A paraHel column is printed [ll S'panis:h, thisl being 'the us'Ual 
form in wMch the h€w .scriptUlI'es'ar,e' pmdluced for the Indlian~ 
of the Latin American ,countriesl. 

The Go,sp'elwas' tra,rrslated by IDIis,s'ionaries of ,the Gentral 
A!IiIerican ·Mi,Slsion .. "W'ehad to 'Work from the ground up," 
write,s mi'sision:ary-trans'laitor Newberry B. Cox, "builrdin:g a vo­
oahulary; 'le!a~IlIi,ng to. recO'gn'ize siound's d<Uferellt from thosle of 
mng-lish or Hpan::s'h; choo<sdnig the alPihahet to includ1e these 
sounds, filing each word, thus building a dict'iO'Tha;ry, and dis,coy­
eri-fig the grammM:i'clal rulesl underly,in,g the structure O'f this 
lang'tiage." 

As the dliffe,rent 'towns where the same dialect is sp{)ken 
have di'f~erenceSl in the~r modes' o1'ex,presls'iO'n, it was' neces'siary 
f'Olr the mislsioh'llJrie,s to, oal!1 in Ohris!tian Indlj,ans from several 
villages who workled with the misisiionaries and the translator 
to prep:a.re the: Go'spel .of 1St. John for publication. 

As the beautiful story of ,the Go.s,peI took form in wnrd. 
with wMehthey were famiHar, one of the Ind'ians in rereadinc­
a chapter, lonked up, ,at :VII'. Cox. and: exclaimed, "This' we ean 
und'erstand! . How good to .lta ve it in our own tongue." 

One of the major activHie,s' Of the American Beble SOCiety 
is thecO'ns'tant ex'aminatinn of new manuscripts, ,s'ubmitted by 
mis,slinnlarIes,. As a p'art .of its w;ar emergency pIogmill the So­
cietY' is, aIs'a 'Working on the p1rodluction o.f a number of dialects' 
for the ,Briltilsh' and F.oreign Bible Soeiety, which is'now so. han­
dicapped1by ItihleWiar. 



CEDARVILLE ' COIJ.EGE 
CDARVILLJ:, OHIO 

The Second Semester of Cedarville College will reg­
i:,ter students on January 25th, 1943. Class work be­
gins on Tuesday, J anuary 26, 1943. Courses are offered 
in Agriculture, Arts Education, Arts Science, Liberal 
Arts, Science, Teacher Training, Theology, and Music. 
Pre-professional courses are offered in Business, Dentis­
try, Engineering, Home Economics, Journalism, Law, 
Library, Medicine, Pharmacy, Politics and Social Sc;.ence. 
Good Gymnasium, Library and Science buildings. College 
and University trained faculty. Summer School as well 
as regular college work through the year. Total ex­
penses $300 to $350 l\ year. Send for catalogue and 
other information to the President. 

HELP CBDARVILLE COLLEGB 
Cedarville College will be glad of your help in the 

foHowing ways: First, contributions to the current fund; 
second, buy annuities; third, make bequests; fourth, give 
to the Endowment fund; fifth, make appropriations; 
8ixth, send students; seventh, pray for Cedarville College. 
Rend contributions to the President. 

UFORMED PRESBYTERIAN THEOLOGICAL 

SBMINARY 
Operated at Cedarville, Ohio 

The Second Semester will open in Cedarville Colleoge 
Chapel, January 26, 1943. Students of all churches are 
welcome. Regular seminary courses are offered. Send 
for information to the Dean, W. R. McChesney. 




