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THE SSOTTISH EDUCATION BILL. \

Tlln p'ro,mised Bill for Scotland has at las,t appeared, a,nd in many
resp,ects it has co,rllnended itself to the favoura,ble opinion of the
community. In no co,unt,ry are t,ho advantages of education. rnors
apprecia,te,d than in Scotland, and the Sco,ttish pe'ople,

are rea,dy to hail wit,h gladness any meiasur,e that, give,s,

good pro,mise, for the, erduca,t,io,n and a,dvance,me,nt, o,f thoir
childrern. It must be tha,n,kfully acknowle,dg,e,d that, in
vario,us directio,n,s the' Bill tha,t, has' just bee'n intro,duced
int,o Parlianten t, rvill h,e be'nerficial to the educa,t,io'nal

interests of tlte co,urtt,t';r. There is one t'eispect, however, in rvhich
the, Bill is disappointing. To be a Scottish Rill it, like, sonre other
Scottish Bills, b,etrays to,o much of the English le,aven. The
liands are E,sau's, the voice is Jacob's. It is nrarked by one

fea,ture tha,t is a palpable blot on its character', a fe'ature that no

Prirne Minister or Secretary fo,r Sco,tla,nd who is a Scotsman

should have se,n,t t'o, tilrer No'r't,he,rn pa,rt' of the kingdotl rvith his
imprima,tur'. That, fe,a,ture' is tha,t, it make,sr provision permis,sive'ly

for denominational, or, in other lvot'ds, for ritualis,tic and Ro,mis'lr

teaching in Scotland. In short,, one part o,f the me,a$uro is a

covert, but distinct conce,ssio'n to Romo. It was fea,red. by so'me,

afte,r t,he Bducation Bitl for England appe,ared, tha,t the sanle

policy that dictated it would find a place in the Scottish mea,sure.

And yet it \\rB.,s t,hought, aft,er the manner in rvh"ich that rne,asuro

had be,en re'c,eilre,d, and t,he just indignation lvhich it had a'roused

in every pa,rt, of the co,untry, that the G'o,vertrment ulo,uld surely

not be so unlvis,e asr to comnrit the' s&me blunderr a,Fla,in. And in



162 Tlln Rnronnrnn PnnsnvrERrAN Wltxnss'

one seose ne,ither it has been. But it ha,s changed, not its
principle o,r its po,Iicy, only its rnethod. It serems, resolved t,o

caffy out the ,samo princip,IA, but Iss's openly, to follo'w up 
_the

sa,ms policy, but,more warily. Th-e Engtish 8i11, it is admitt,e'd on

all hands, wa,s B" distinct c,orcCIssioil to Ro,ma,nism ; in it' the

Gove,rnme,nt ptrairrly gave itself a,way, for, unblushinuly, it ha,nde'd

over the education of th,e, ri,sing g,e'n€,ratio,n to the co'nt'rol of the

Romanis,ing clergy in the co,untry. The Scottish m'e'a,sttre is less

bo,ld a,n.d. compro,mis,ing, but it, propose$ to' give' ther School

Bo,ards the, powe,r to do rnhat th,e Gorye'rnment ha'd not the courage

to det,e,rmine a,t, first hand. The case, st,ands thus :-Inste'ad of

deciding a,t, he,adquart,ers tha,t Ro'mish schools sho'uld be rate'-

support,ed, the Bilt propos,es that School Boards srr'all have the

power to,giver the,m rat,er-a,id if they will. Go'vernmeint manifost'ly

would like to se,e tlr.is thing d.o,ne, but the responsibility of doing

it, and ttre odilum (which t,h,ey dre,a,d,) of doing it', t,hey wo'uld le'Ave

on the School Bo'a,rds.

At prese,nt Ro,man Catholic schools a,re not under the contro'l

of the Bo,a,rds, and a,ccord.ingly they roce'ive no suppo'rt fro'm the

ra,teis, .which a,rs levi,Ed by ths Boards. As the School Boards

Jrave no vo,ice in their management,, in th,e appointme'nt, of their

t,ea,che,rs, in the directio,n of their rvork, so they give them none

of their mone,y. These schoo,ls are inspe,cted by the Government

Jng,pe,ct,ors, and tliey receive Government gra'nt's, but they are

*ho,tty inde,pendent of the local Boards. But by this new Bill the

School Bourds are, if they choose to do it, t,o b,e ,empowered to

help such institutions' a,s are, rvithin their boundaries, whether they

are malaged by them o,r rrot. The Secretary for Scotland said,

in introd,rcing the 8i11, that he did not slrrinli frorn le'aving it to

school Bo'*rds, or such conditions n,s they liked, to help out of

tlrc rat,es Roman Catholic and oth'er se,ctarian educational est'ab-

lishments in t,he co,untry. Should this pro,vis,ion in thE mea,sure

]:*come law, it will rr'r€&1r. that the Prote,st'ants of Scotland will

be comp,elled", should any schoo,I Bo'ard so decide, to' pay ra't'es for

tho support o,f the Ro,ma,n catholic re'ligio'n in a large numbe'r of

privai,e ventur,s s,choors. It *o ha,pp,e,ns that alr'e'ady there is a

large nrumbe,r o,f conrrent and rno,nastic s'cho,ols in Scotland. There

will siooCI be mo,re of the,m if thi,s Bill be passed. There is at

present in o,ur country a, c,rowd of teach:ers in the shape of monhs

and nuns, recontly landed o,n our shor.es, driven from France-

fhey had t,o l,e,ave their country for their country's go'od, and they
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atfo r€r&dy to st,ep int,o snclr work a,s soo,ll as the enrolurnent,s a,ro

ruade s,ut'e,. It rrr&;'r t,he,reforg, Lle t,ahe,n fo'r gra,nt,e,d that th,gse

schoo,ls will rapidly incr,CIase, erncl t,his Bill operns up the, wety for
all of thern be,irrg srupported frotrr the, ra,tes,. Ths uleasure, therc*

fo'ro, nlsans, in t'his' part of it, practically a, fresh e,ndowrnent of

Ito,rne'. The Chur"ch o,f R,ome ha,s, in a rnatrt,e,r of this hind, the
wisdorn o,f t,h,E l.r],errf o,f the rvorld who, are wiso in their generra,tion.

And rvhile tJ:rere are so,rrre details in ttris Bill which Ro,ma,nists will
kererrly rers,is,t, such i.rsr tihei abo,litio,r] of t,he curnula,tirre, vo,tet' t'lley

rvill weloorne, rn'ith open a,rrns, il, illoarsuro so favo,urable to all tlteir
plans.

Orre, fa,ta,l defect of the trnglish llill is lgpe,ated in this llill, it
surre,nde,rs the prin,ciplo o,f po,pula,r co,ntrol. The r"e'ceiviug of

rate-aid, rnay be independe,nt of School Board tna,nagernent. We

clo no,t, sulrpos,e tha,t, Rom,anis,t,sr will fo,l" a tiro,o]€rlt't, subrtrit to have

tfueir schoo,ls uranased, or co,nt,ro,lled, or irtspected by Scho'ol

Boa,rds chose,n by the co{n}n}unity, but t}rey will sEeh to obta,in tho

Scho'o,l Bo,a,rd's uroney all the, s,arne. And the Bill e'ncourage's this.

It prop,osers to ernpower ttrre Bo,ards, if so' minded, t,o hand over

to t,he,nr the, peo,ple's money, without insist,ing on the people's

co,nt,rol. Sho,uld such a, Bill, as' it now sta,nds, p&s'sr, it will bs

ano,ther b,a,ckward st,ep fo,r our country-for a Ro'moward slep is

a backrvard step. Scotland will have to fight a,s bitter a figtrt as

the Nonconforrnist,s o,f England and Wales have had to fight

agains,t Ro,rne,'s a,dvancing forcEs,. Hithe,rto Popery ha,s be'En

supported by the natiorr fro,nt the na,t,ional funds--which is bacl

e,no,ug'h__but by this rrew Dle,o,sufe the, rnentb,ers of t,he community

rvill be lia,ble to' be, called on, whetJrerr theY will or no't, t,o s'uppo'rt

the C'hurch o,f Ro,nrer directly o,ut of' the,ir owni pocke't'sr.

Ro,maarrigfsi, of courg,sr, will Lrrg,E th'at,, as they contrib'ute t,o' tLrer

t,a,t,es,, thoy ]rave a r"ight to, asisiS,t,&DC,€, fr,o,ru t,her rat,esil but;, in s'uch

cfl,,seir tl,ey musif p,}ace, t,lleir scho,ols, under the co'ntro,l o'f' t,ho.s,et who'

play trh,e, ra,t,ssr. At ther prers,erlt tirner lio,rrra,nis,t;s are f'o'und, thanlis

to, t6d cunrula,t,iY'e, vO,to, iri lIIanJf Scho'O,l Bo'ard's', s'har.ing in th:e'

r)-rB,r&igierrrerrt of schoo,ls which t,hey florbi,d; t,hoir own childrent to'

erlteir ; a|]rd nothing rvo'uLd p'Iea's1E f'hsrrr bett'err t'han t'o' be a'llowe'd

t,o co,nt,inue srucfu, jo,inti contro,l, a,nd, at t'her s&,Irler tirrr'er, lsrsigrivsr

lilre,ral siupport fro,m the rates' fo,r s,cltoo'Isi tha,ti a're enclu's'iuely

rrrgl&,ged by lhelmsrolveis. Ttris is the fly in thei o'int'me,nt, o'f lVIr'.

Graharl, Murr&,y'sr Bill I a,n,d it, is' ho,ped ttrati t,her Prort,erst,anti sieiriti-

urelt of the count,ry wi'll ,e,liminat'e, this propo's,al fro'm t;hei s1'slsslg1'rsr.
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..THY WILL BE DONE.'N
By Pro,fe,ssor Lvxn, D.D

h is diffioult for us to, sreo behind law and tlrc gon,€r&l principle's
and maxims by which oiur lives 8,r€r s,rflgred by a, pe'rsona,l rule,r.
'I'he,r,g a,re la,ws that we, kno,w. The're, are' thosrer who, ,€rxocut,e them,
from judges and shEriffs do,wn to clerks in tho p,oor-rate, colle,ct,o,r's
office. And. wo know that it is, unde'sira,b'1s to, put ourselve,s in
oppo,sition to the la,rvs of the la,nd. And we, neive,r think o,f one
persotl o,f 'rvhosie will the's'g laws' a,re the e'xp,rrersision. If we w,gre
in the position of t,he sa,vags, who,se' chi'e,f utte'rs his command
a,nd e,nforoers, ob,e'die,nc.e wit,h a club', we, sho,uld have, l.es's difficulty
. I. .

irr re,a,lising t,hat, lar,v was t,he expr:erssio,o o,f the mind and will o,f a

llerrsor]. We' co'nside,r that, o,ur po'litical syste'm is a, grea,t, advancs
on that, of the' Af'rican trib'e'. And YCIry properly. But' our fa,mili-
arity'with law, &sr s;o,me,thing abstra,ct,, has the' sffe,ct, of making
it liard, f:or usr t,or re,alisie, th,it moral la,w is, more than a, wisely
devisierd co,de o'f mo,ral co,nduct,l that it is the exprrerssio,n of t'he
rnind an:d will o,f o,ne' s:upleimer perso,n. Yet that is, 1v'6ut, it, is. It
is no't, &, s'€rt, o,f conclus,io,ns to which the c;o,lnfnooserrsio of most has
a,tt,aine,d. It is, ther exp,fesrs'ion o,f infinite, wisd,om and go,ordness

spoaking with supre'me'authority. Rathe'r it, is the roveal,ed will
oi th* infinite'ly wise and go,o,d Go,d,, who'ser a,uthority is over all.

Thisr vie,w the, Script,ure's impre'sisr upo(n usr, unle,ss orur o/€rs B,,rei

clo,sed, a;Ild, oul era,rg de,af to therir toaching. T'he' fi.rs,t, and grerat

co(runandment wer a,x'g taugtrt' i.,s, lov'o, not t'o, o'rde'r and just
principle' an,d a,bs:t,ra,ct right, but to a living .and suprerm€r po'fso'r
l-,th*,-Lord. tfuy God. Whe'n ther law was give,n a,t Sina,i, it, was

pre,fa,cod. with ilt* de,clara,tion, " I am the, L,o'rd t,hy .Go$' which
iruo* bro,ugttt,t,he,er o,ut of the, land g{ EgyPt,_o'ut'o'f the house' of
bo,nd,ag s'.))" And o,uf Lo,r'd Je'sus, Christ make's claim- up-o'n His
cliscipie,sr, rro,t just that t,he,y s,hould lov_e_the right,and do t'he' just
a,1d Lit d, b,ut;- that' ttrey love, Him a,nd koop His' commandme,nt's'.

lYe find all through Sciipture' this, vo,ice calling or us t,o, recoslise
t6e pe,rsonality oT the lanvgive,r,_ and o,ur responsibility. to' Him
directly I and teraching us 

-ilearly that, r'ioJ.ation of His law is
distro,nb,ur to, His pe,rs'J*r. This is, ono of t'ho'se' t,eacbilgu which is

alwa,ys nere,de,d, anrd neverr more so than whe,n so'cial life beco'mes

,o,rnfl*x, &,si it is in all civilised count,rie,si; and. whe,n the, ine'vi,t'able

way'o,f looking at human l,aws movers us to look at divine laws in
the, saaner w&,I-as mere,ly so many wis,ei and suitab'le'- regula,t,io'ns

which go,od judgme,nt and regard f9t consoquernce's should moYe

us to, o,b,se,rv6; 
"""a 

whe,n *e ar,o in d,anger of losing_sense o'f rlerla"

tio,n t,o, ther porsio,n o,f Go,d, sierrrso o,f ho,no'ur due to Flirn, the' seflse

that in all i,rr a,ctio,ns' it isi a, question be'twerem His will and o'ur

owl], bert,were,n honouring Him and disho'no'uring Him.

I
t,
(
t

{
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Ng*o there is one ere,rcis'o pro,scribed fo,r us, one privilege givern
usir the perrfo'rmanc,e and us,s of which c'ombine rvith thie whole
teraghit* o,f Scripture to ke,ep alive, t,he sensre of the divine
psrso,nality, a,nd our own immediate' r'e,la,tio,n t,o a p,e'rsonal God.
That is, the exe'rcis'e and privilege of praye,r. He tha,t co,me,th to
God must b,e,lie've, that, Ho is', and tha,t, He, is the' re,warden o,f theim
t;ha,t $oek Him. FVhe,n wer pray we spe,ak t;o, God, wie lay hold on
Him asr f,hs livi,ng God, in such rela,tion t;o us tha,t, He, hears, tha,t
II_e judSes, tha,t He' mere,ts us and impart,s to usi of His goodwill
wha,t, we, r,€guire. It' is to Him, and ilot tio, &ilf p,errsorification of
abst,r'a,ct p,rinciples, w,e pay ho,mage' in pray€rr. f t is not the
favo,ur of the na,ture o,f things tha,t we, inyok,e,, but the love' o,f our
Fa,the'r which is' in he,ave,n. Our c,o,nfes,sions a,r'e, a,cknowledgme'nts
of disho,n,o'ur done' to' Him, of rebe,llion against, Him, o'f s,lighting
gifts'tha,t come, fr,om His, hand. We' s,oe t,f,is implied in the praye,r
which o,ur Lo,rd taught, His discip,Ies,. In the p-etitio,n, " T'[y will
b€, do,ne,," wCI see, a bringing of all tha,t is' worthy, just, up,right,
dutiful, int6, o,no lofty and rno,rro port,ent, conception-T'sy wrLL.
L'et us cons'ide,r' the will o'f God, and our own duty in the pres,once
of it.

Firs,t. All that is good and t,ru,er and just, all tha,t, is, dutiful
and obligatory is' summed up fo,r us in " Thy r,vill be done'." We
spe,ak of the, suprelna,c)r of right, we, he,ar of a powe,r tha,t makers
for right,e,o,us,rf,€rsrs ; wo speak uf the' vo,ic,o o,f duty, and the, ob,liga.
tion to o'b,e,I tha,t, vo,ice b,e,fo,r'e and a,bovo all other voic,e,s. AII
the,se, are ,e,m.brace,d fo,r us in the will o,f God. And, rega,rded as
ths will o'f Go,d, the authority and o'b,liga,t,io,n of th,e,s'o is no,t
diminishe,d, but, heightened. I have he'a,rd a membe,r of Parlia"
ment, say-(( Yo,u o,we cerrta,in dut,ies to Society, and if you do,n't
fulfil the's,e dutie's, Soci'e'ty will tak'e a, birch rod to you." True
enough. But, wfl,si there not a vague,ne$s ab,o,ut, the co'nceptio,n ?

\Ma,s it s'uffi.cie'ntly plain and impe,rative ? Is the stand'a,rd o'f
Society's expect,a,tio,ns, invariab,le ? Is it s,uffigiently broad a,nd
high ? Do,e's it, apply the hirch rod a,lways with justice and
wisdom ? Socioty applied its birch rod in th,e' nto'st, lit,e,ral fa,shiorrr
to the backsr of Pa,ul and Silas, fogefl,llger they did no,t a,ns,wer to
its demands in Philippi. Socie,ty app,lied the birch rod to Paul's
Master in th,e, shape, of the scourge and cross, because He did not
rne,ert;- its de,rnan,ds. Socie'ty has be,en prove'd in thsse' ca,s€{s t,o,

have been ut,terty wro,ng', and its birch rod wa,s, the' instrume'nt of
gro,sis injus,t,ice, ana crime,. And in thousands o,f c&sos beside's.
Co'nceptions of du'ty and right must be b'rought t,o, s'o'mo otherr
standard than tha,t o,f ther sense o,f th,e, community. The,re is on,e,

standaril-the ta'ill of GocI'. And all that' is, jus,t, and upright,
hono,ura,ble, a,nd dutiful, goo,d. and kind, is so bEcaus,e' it, aillswers
to t,he will o,f God,

Whenco, co,rllosr a true sons,o of wha,t is, right and dutiful, and of
wha,t is wrong, un,just,, dos,truct,iv,e? Is it, no,t, fro'm this will of
God ? Whence co,me,s t,he, sranction for t,he, application of Socioty's
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birch rod, to, t,ho,se lvho, de,s,e,rve it, and fo,r deserved causer, but fro'rn'

the will o,f God ? For So,ciety, fo,r the individual, ths standa,rd" of'

co,nduct, the ba,sis of duty, isr in th,er will o,f God a,s, He ha,s' made
it kno,wn t,o me,n. 

' 
Right and justice, mer'cy and kindnes's, havs

unimpriegna,b,le, sianctio,n, boca,use' they ars just the will o,f God.

" Hs ha,th sho'wed thee,, O man, wha,t, is, go,o,d." So,whern wio pray
fo,r the triurnph o,f rightoous,nerss, it; is that, the, will of God may
be, don,e' in earth &;s' in he,ave'n. Whe'n we t,e,ach and warn and
exhort aga,inst ,evil in any of its multitudinous, fo'rmsi it is' tha,t, the'

will o,f God may be, a,c,ce,pt,e,d, and the' life conformed t,o it,. When
we se,t, be,fore, ours,e,lve's, a,nd o,thors the' attract,io'nsi o,r the' r'ewards

o,f vi1tue,, wer present what tha,t, go,od and accepta,b,le' and perfe'ct
will of the Lord is. Abs'o,lutely s,uprerne,, abso'lutely pe,rf'ect, the
fountain of all duty, the' guide' of all conduct, is tho will o'f God'

Se,co,nd. This b,eing *of what, is to, b's done in vie'w o'f the
r,ev,e,latio,n o,f tha,t, will ? ft, is, to be' a,ccept,ed, and confo'rmity to it
is to be, so,ught and. strive,n after. We, are to s€rok t'o kno'w it' and

srub,mit, our lo*t- wills' to it.
It migh.t, b,e thought that it is, oatsy eno,ugh t,o' kno,w the' will o'f

Go,d. IT is reveal6d to, tls, plainly e,no'ugh in co'mma'ndment,

promise,, thre,i,,te,ning, erxamp,le', 
_ 
and. warning. Ye,s', ws 0il'er oot

'str,aite,ned in Him. "tlu 
has made, it, clga,r. But, wo a,r'er stra,it,e'ned

in o,uyse,1ve,s,. And tha,t not rrro're' from want' of capacity t'o' know

than f1o,m want, of he,a,rt--uowillingn,e'ssr to kno*v. Many o'f the'

Je,ws,who, he,a,r,d and" sa,w John ther Baptist and Je,s,us Christ le'arne'd

no,thing fro,m them-lea,rned. but little' fro,m the, Scriptutg*, which
so,me o,f the,m ma,de a s,tudy of. What prevonte'd the'm ? Their
prejudice,s, the,ir unwillingo*** t'o know. Indifference ofte'n

ututtau in ihe way o,f kno*Ing, but stronger than indiffereince' is

t,he, self-willed. he,a,rt,. The .Jrru,u of life ha,s in sorme{ p'a,rticula,r'

be,e,n dictated by sie,lfishn€rsis:. Let the' law o'f God be prersernt'ed

on that subje,ct, and the, lif,e, that,ha,s leen opposed t'9'it in actio'n

refuse,s, to, a,Jcopt it. The' judgment re,fuse,s t9 be convinced. With
our a.kno*I.,dg*urt, of the, Scripture,s as, the Wo'rd o'f God, and

the, rule of faitfi a,nd practic'e, theie'| a,re point's' o'n which mo's't' of, us

re,fusie, to knonm ther *itt of the,Lo'r'C. W-e' des'ire' not the knowledgu

of the Highest, fs, that cons,ist'ernt with the' Pray.el, 'l T\y will
bE do,n,e." 

- The he,art, is, deceit,ful and dospe'rately wicked, who can

kno,w it ? Ne,ve'r pro,phe,t, or Apostle; or pa'st'or, o'r t'e'achsr ygt

pro,claimed the wiit of Coa but thero wer-e tho'se, wh'o s,€t their
necks and wo,uld no,t h,e'a,rke,n1 b'€cs,use !hey^\?d b.gern io'llowin-g
a co,urse, of, therir own and w'€'r€r det'ermined to fo'llow it', " \Me will

;",;;i; E#il," said. the, men who had aske'd Je're'miah to-i!9uire
o,f the, Lo,7d'*'ha,t, they sLro'uld do; and Yhql to'ld t'o' dw:e'll in the

land. of Jud.ah, ,,we will bake, cake,s, and offer them t,o the queffI

of he,ave,n," *uid^ ther me{n and the,ir wive,s yqo w€f€' told to re'nollnc'e

i,f..,lrla;l"t"i* uod wo,rship God only. It is he' who wllts t'o do'the

do,ct,riner tha,t kno,ws. " Lird have' morcy up'on us and incliner our

hearts t""f.u*p- this la,w 'i sho,uld b,e, the, oarnest rosponse o'f e've'ry
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he'arb to eiverry- jot, and, tittle, of the, rsvea,led will of Goid. WhenHe s,ayg, " seiek ye M{ fa,c,e,," irr" a,nswe,r o,f the, hei21.1,'should b,s,.,Th{fu.-ea'bove,all[hings,,Lord,willf.LLk.,'
When lcnoun, the will oi God ,is to be c\one. It is not ,, Thy willbe revealed," b,ut, " done." It is, a rure for our practoce a,stwe,lr,,a,sfo'r orur faith. It isr not t,o, b,e ignore,d us ii we had. it not, n;o,rco'ntra,\'ene,d &,sr thouqh tlu doin! of it werrer a.ma,tt,e,r which wew€'re' at liber!1' t-o de,Eide fo, r,rr*-u,lve,s without any bla,me, atta,ch.ing if we, de,cide,d not to do it. It is not t,o be, p,ostpo,ne,d, a,s if, itwere a, grie,vo,usr burdon, t,he, taking up of which *igili U* a.,fe,rnedt'o a mo'r'g co'nvelniernt s'eB.,son. It "is not t,o, b,g splil up o,r dividedinto se'ctio,ns, so,rle of which rnight b; i*f*rut,iou, whle o,thersmay b-e rel-egate,d t'o t,he.o,bsd,ien.E of t,hose whose inclinat,ions ,are

towa'd such pflcepfigr, o,r who,se circumst,aneers arer mo,re favo,urab,le.
Wha,t means lliu pnlyq-on the lips, o,f any particula,r man ? Doesit not m,ean, Thy wili, Thy whole, will u. it'ru,late,s i" -*] be dorrsby me, done_ !y "L9 

now and always ? T y will, in t,he circum-
s'tancgs in which Thou ha,st place,d mer, #tn tho ta,lents Tho,uh?lt'gjven me, with the' opportunitie,s Tho,r, be,sto,w.*i-rpon rne,with the, ca,lls, Tho,u make,st ,rpon me. 

- 
Thy will be done b,y, o^r*first, and_by a'll mEn everywhe,ie. s.urely,_J* ,yu pray this p6y*r:

ws s',ho,uld make the' inquiry, Lo,rd, r,yh,a,t, *itt Thou have" me to db .?" But, oh, thisi is s,o, difficult.,; . Mly no,tr the difficulty. aili.
lenco, that we begin at -tlrr wrong point to tr;r to, do, the, will,of,
God ? There isi such a thing in HFe,k co,mm,o,n wo,rk as b,egi"*ing
a, job- at th? wrong 

^end. 
: And it me'ns do,uble ,trabour, anelvexa't'ion, and unsa,tis,fa,ctory wo,rk. Luther began at thre wro,ngi

e'nd when he sought to appe.a,se God and re,ndJr himself acceptlable to Him by lvorks of 
-righteousness. 

And ,affen rra,in, :anrl
disappoi{ing toil he found th; right e,ncl when he rva,s led to restin Jesus Christ ior forgivensss und accepta,nce. This is the wofk
of God, thu,t, ye be,lieve, on Him who,m li;e huth $e,nt,. This, is, thowill of the F'a,the'r', tha,t we should believe; 'or the Son and. be o,newith Si*; and receive the l{oly Spirit, and love Him who lo,ved
us.ancl €fa,vs Himself for us. Then itis comrna,ndr,ne,n,ts rrill not bo
grievo'us. Then, with hearts enlarged by faith and lo,ve, we,s,hall
run ini the' yty o,f IIis precep'ts. Then, ioving the, Autho,r'o,f the
law, we shall love ths larv of 

-God. 
Th;n, in ri,uo*.rre, at le,ast, we

slrall be able to say, with all humility, but in all sinceri t5[, ,,I ibve
Tlry- law.'l ''Ihen, moro deeply cbnscious tha,n evgr 

u 

of , :short-
comings,,knowing this is the nviti of Gocl, even our,s,anctificati,on,
lve shall wo'rlt out our salvatio,n rvith fear and treinbling, And
Jrnor'v_rn$, !oo, that it is not the .will of Gocl that any shoulfi perish,
but that all should turn to Him and live, we shall, a,s fa,r a,s in,us
lies, seEli that others shall.knorv the u'ill of God, and sh,all betalie

'thems'elves to IIis mercy, and, participating therein,.shall glorify
His hame 'by "walking in His ordinances" ancl' commandmen,ts
bla,rnelessly. , ,,,ii;r:.,.

Rtrt there may come, probably will come, times., wheri, if, we
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pray this prayer, it will be with the emphasis nn the first word of 
it, Thy will be done. Not mine, but Thine. Thus He prayed in 
Gethsemane who ta,ught His disciples this prayer. There come 
~xperienceij into our lives from which flesh and blood shrink. VV' e 
'are bound and carried whither we would not. Disappointment 
clouds our sky. What we had laboured and hoped for comes not. 
Some prize that we strove for has eluded our grasp and fallen into 
other hands. An unforeseen turn in business, or the dishonestv 
or incompetence of some in whom we trusted, has brought serio~s 
loss. Or we watch with deepening anxiety and fearful and heavy 
hearts the illness of some loved one. 'rVe pray for life to be 
spared. But it is ordered otherwise. Death closes the scene. 
'rile light of the home has gone out. Or weary months of weak
lless and pain are our portion. Health, strength are craved, the 
best human skill is summoned to the conflict with disease. Then 
the prayer that was Christ's in Gethsemane lies waiting us to take 
up and use. Not my will, but Z?iy will be done. Hard it is, 
JIIost of us know. " Thy breaking waves pass over me, yea, and 
Thy billows all," has been our plaint more than once. We must 
submit, we hear some say, in such an hour. Ah, is that the same 
as "Thy will be doneT' There may be the submission to the 
inevitable, as the fatalist bows before what is to be and cannot be 
helped. And there may be that submission which bows humbly 
and uncomplainingly, even amid the deepest grief, to the ordering 
of God as infinitely wise and righteous-that submission to which 
angels come and minister, and which finds a deep and solemn 
peace in the knowledge that it is the will of the heavenly Father. 
We see it in the afHicted man of Uz, "The Lord gave a.nd the Lord 
hath taken aWiLY, blessed be the Ilallle of the Lord." We see 'it in 
Hichard Cameron's father whell to him in his prison ,vere presented 
the hands of the son who lived praying and preaching, and fell on 
Airsllloss praying and fighting. "Yes, I know them," he said, 
amid his tears. " They are my son's, my own dear son's j it is 
the Lord, good is the will of the Lord, who cannot wrong me nor 
mine, but has made goodness and mercy to follow us all the days 
of our lives." 

But note this j they who have been able to speak thus, to pray 
in such cases" 1'hy will be done," are they who ha,ve prayed in 
otber circumstances" Thy will be done," and have sought that the 
will of God should be wrought in them and by them. Bichard 
Cameron's father is in prison for the Word of God and the 
testimony of Jesus Christ.. He has been doing and bearing 
the will of God heretofore. Job was a perfect and upright man, 
one that feared God and eschewed evil. Our Lord had come not 
to do His own will, but the will of the Fathe>!' who sent Him, and 
He> did always the things that pleased Him. We cannot be.gin 
with" 1'hy will be done" when that will means agony of body 
and laceration of heart j we have been praying- before, and seekillg 
that the prayer should be> fulfilled, " Thy will be done." If thou 
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hast run with the footrnen ancl they ha,vo .wea,ried thee, or if thou
hast' shrunh frorn the ra,ce altogether, horv wilt thou contend with
horses ? And if in the land of peace the wilt of God has been
grievous, and a burdEn not to be borne, what wilt thou do in ths
srvellng o,f Jorda,n ? For the, dark days and ths stormy that, will
in all probability co'lne, and for tho peace of God thnt e,rren now
'will heep heart and mind, and be a peace that passeth all under-
sta,nding, wo ought to see,k the pe,ace-of God nof-that peace that
is the portion of tho,so justified by faith in Christ. F or ths honour
of God and the atta,inrnent of the chiefest end, let us seeh tha,t the
will of God be hnown and embraced in its fulness, that, it bo dono
in us and by us,, a,s shil6ron o,f the' heavenly Fathor. Then, co,me
what mnlr ours rvill be the calm, triumpha,nt spirit that shall bs
able to say, "'I'he u'ill of ths Lord b,e done."

ANTIOgH MISSION BUILDINGS.
By Rev. Jeuns Menrrw, M.A., M.D.

[At a m,e,e'ting o'f ther Foreign Missio,n Clommitt,e,e o,f the Sco,ttish
3.P. Synod, held in Gla,sgow on the 25th March, the following
statement fro,m Rev. Dr. Martin was laid on the tabls and
conside,red. The statement explains itself, and prosents in the
cleare,st manne'r the situa,tion at Antioch in the mattor of mission
buildings. The Scottish and Irisir Committees have both agreecl
that Dr. Martin sho,uld proceed at once to ende'avo,ur to obtain
a perrnit. Should it be obtained, an app.eal will bo made to both
Churche,s for funds to, orect the ne,ede'd prenris€,s-afi appeal that is
SiUrO tO, m,ere,t; with a, he,a,rty re,SpO,nS,O.]

So,me twenty-fivs yea,rs ago our Church resolved to provide her
Mission in Antio,ch with a meot,ing-ho,use and school buildings. It
was fo,r these purpo,s,ers that the land, he,re held by us, was pur-
ctrased. A permit to build was duly obtained from the
municipality of Antio'ch. It rnay b,e in the memo,ry of some of
you that when we began building operations soldie,rs wers sent to
stop the wo,rkme'n, a,nd that thE municipality intimated to us thnt
a ne,w law ha,d been promulgaled in the empire forbidding any
suclr buildings t,o, be ere,cted without an imperial F'irrna'n given
by tho Sult,an himself.

As explaine,d by the British Consul at Aleppo, of that duy, in
writing to his Goverrnment in Londo'n, t,his nelil la,w was mads in
conse,quence of trospa,sses by the Popish Missionaries at Aleppo,
which had provoked the Turkish Government to, great wrath.
Then w,e made applica,tion for a F'irman. But although we
pro,se,cut,e'd this w'ith the pe'rsistent aid of t,he British Embassy
for abo,ut twonty-fo,ur mo,nths, wo failed to obtain the F'irman,,
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and were obliged t,o give up the obviously hopeless effort. After
this failure to obtain le'ave to, erect schoo:l buildings, &c., I sought
and reee'ivod a pe,rmit to errect a re,sidence for myself. In so doing
I broadened a, little the plan of o,ne*hatf of the ho,use, so as to
give us a p,r'ea,ching-room. And this is the only mission buil,Cing,
up till the present, o,b,tained by us,. We had, last year, s,ome
thre,o hundred pupils in our missio,n schools in Antioch. Abo,ut
half of these were boys and half of them girls. And the numbers
this year are no't far shorb of what they werro last year. The
a,qeommodat,io,n we are able t,o find for these scho,ols by hiring,
a,s we havo hithert,o had t,o do, an Antioch dwelling house, meets
neither the requirsments of the childr.en's health no,r, indeed, tho
clairns of dece'ncy. In a room fift'een feet by fourtoen we some-
times have sixty t,o sarrre,ntX children; -and- the roorn ve,rl itl-
ventilate,d and ill-light,e,d. As regards the sa,nitary provision, it
is shamefully inadequate.

Co,nsul Barnham, the pre,sent British Consul at Aleppo, aware
of the purpo,se for which our land wa,s b,o,ught, and of m;r hopo
that we might yet re'a,lise our purpose of building on it a meeting-
houso and schools, ke'pt this in mind whon tho-rare opportunify
for exte,nding our privileges was afforded by the new and enlarged
demands o,n behalf o,f hor missions and missio,na,riss lat'ely
success,fully impo,sed by France uporr the Turkish Govsrnment
(namely, aft,sr Fra,nce had temp,orarily occupiod Mitylene) ; and
when the' B'ritish Gove,rnment demanded a corresponding ext,onsion
o'f privileges fo,r British missions and missiona,ries,.

Mr. Barnha,m fir's,t t,ried to g'et, direct from Co,nstantinople,
pormission for us to build when #u might wish to, d.o so. Thai he
failed in this I a,m not s,urprised, se,oing the British Ambass,a,dor
there is a R,o,rna,nist. Nol, however, giving up pursuit of his
kind purpo,sre, Consul Barnha,m the,n te'le,graphed for me to, come
up to Ateppo. R,ecoiving this telegram on the 29th December,
I sot out'fo,r Ale,ppo,o,n the 30th. Cons,ul Barnham obtained fro,m
the Govbrnor-Ge,n'eral % very favo,urable arrangement,, by rvhich
a high offi.cial, who is ve,ry friendly t,o Co,nsul Barnha,m a,nd also to ,

British int,ere,sfs;, wB,s charged r,vith the a,tt,ent,ion to this matte'r and
to us in r:€,Ftp,erct t,o it. To this o,ffi.cial Co'nsul Barnham kindly
introduced ms. The o,ffisial conye,rsed with the Co,nsul and me'
upon the matter, and ho gavs ms particulars, which l noted down,
of the t,erms of potition for leavo to build a meeting-house and
schools, 'and'of the da,t,a to be the'r,ein included. This offi.cial later
visit,e,d me, and I a,m to experct him as my .guest whe,n he visits
Antioch, 'a,$ he purposes so,o,n to do. I told Consul Barnham,
ho,wever, that t toUa n,ot, of co,ursol say anything definit'e as to
undertaking b'uilding o,p,era,t,io,ns be'fo,re co'nsultitg oul Mission
Board. The Co,nsul, bolieving t,he present time specially favour-
a,blo,'and tha,t we ought to, embrace the raro opportunity, advised
rno,to co,ns'ult the Bbard without delay. Accordingly, I hereby
write to ask the Bo,a,rd to take this matter int,o consideration, and



Awrrocll MrssroN Burr_,,nrNes. L7L

to inform me whether th*I ary-willing to ,erect n, rrroe,ting-house
and scho,ol buildings in An[io'ch fo,r the"mission.

I ha,ve me'ntio,ned re,a,so,ns *Iy s'chool buildings a,re urgently
needed. Andr as re&so,fis showiig. that we also ieed u *J|ting-
lousg I would a,dd tha,t our pr.ulhing-room is unabie-to-re.eive
tho numbe'rs' who co'me to hear o,n c'ert]ain oc'ca,sions, **p*iuily 

";Co,mmunion sa,b,baths, and that this has be,en the ,**6 fo,r yearspls!. As to wha! might be the cost, of such building*; f fru"."f een
giving t,ha,t question c-areful co,nsid,e,ratio,n. And I liave taken into
consultation thereon our Vice-Consul here,_ who has himself lately
ere,ct,ed so,me co,nside,rable buildings; and with him one of our
scho,ol teachors, who wa,s formerly a ma,son by t*"a*. I first
arrive'd at Jl1.50 (e'lwen hundred ana fifty poundJ) u* i,ft" p"obable
,co,st. But this wa,s on the a,ssumptlon- that the building work
would be of t,he same kind as that oI the pre,s,ent missio,n bfrilding.
When, however, wo considered that meeting fro;*r ;;J schoo[s
are used only il the duy time, ordinarily, urrld tooft into a,cco,unt
ths r,va,rmth of the Syrian d"y, f perceived that it would not b,e at
all nece'ss'ary to have either the watrls o,r t,ho window frames and
shutters so expe,nsivel)r const,ruct,ed as is desirable in the ca,se of
a mission ary re,side,nc'e. The walls of this mahse are faced all
,orrer rvith hei\,vn stones, and the windo'ws a,ro ma,de nearl;r a,s strong
a,nd a,s clos,e'fitting as in a manss in the British Isles. But foi
the wa,lls o,f a me,e'ting-house and o,f scho,o,l-houses h,ore a le,ss
expensive fab,ric would well suffic,e; and hewn st,o,ne's would not b,e
ne,sde'd, except fo,r _qarg_rrrs of do,o,rs and windows; a,nd, likewise,
the windo'ws wo'uld be lers,s exp,ensively constr,ucted as to wood-
wo'rk. And I co,nclude that J,850 (eighi hundred. a,nd fifty pounds)
would me,ot the whole co,st; namely, say Sg30 for u"ni.,otingl
houso t,o a,ccommodat,e some fotrr hundre,d people, and f,2b0 ur.i
fol bgfu' .?1.d girls' _s'chool-ho,uses. Bo it observed tha,t in Syria
schoo'l buildings fo,r boys and girls ought not to be unde,r the same
roof, but s,eparat,e the one fro,m the ofhe,r.

In the year 1880 I built, on Mo,unt Cassius, a little house in
which to s,p,end s,ummer retirsment to the mo,untains. Not o,n1y
h3* it prov_ed exce'edingly co,mmo,dious and sat,isfa,ct,ory, but, i;
view o,f condit,ions,, cust,oms, and so forth here, I think that a house
on the, sarne plan, o$y wider, wo,uld be the rr.ost suitable des,ign fo,r

'a, school-ho,use in Antioch. It is built simply but stronglf. trt
cost about S160. It has a cent,ra,tr st,airway, on either -side 

of
which is o,ne, ro,om below and one a,bo,ve, making four good rooms
in all. The hous,e, indeed, co,nt,ains five, and so,metimes six, a,part-
ments; but this is by dividing o,ne o,r two of those fo,ur roo,r,ns by
partitio'n o'r curt,a,in. Each of the fo,ur roo,ms of my rnountaiir
house is about nineteen feet lo,ng (na,me'ly, from froni to bach of
ho,us,e), b,ut only nine or ten feet in width. No he$'n stoners wero
used in the walls, but it is ro,ofed wit"h Marse,illes tiles, and so it is
as expensivoly roo,fed a,s meeting-ho,usei or schoo,l-hous,e in Antioch
wo'uld rr€,e'd to be. Our mission schoo'Is here, with sir,nplo
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curriculum, but o,ne t,horoughly pe,rvaded a,t evory step with
re,ligious and miss,ion ary te'aching, I consider of great importance,
and o,ur large, number of pupils affords us a, very desirable and
precious, o,p,po,rtunity. To, sso rurfibers who han'e co'me to attend
o,ur me'et"ings ob,tiged to turn away from the preaching-roo'm do'o,r

una,ble tro find entiance, is very painful. And hardly loss so is our
pre,sent inability sa,fely or decontly t,o a,cco,mmodate the pupils who

fre,ss into ouf missio,n s,cho'ols. And I have forgottet to' me'ntion
*hat is also a,, sierrious ma,tter, that with the, scho'o'ls in a, hired
house in to,wn, at a, distance from the mission grounds and my
residenco, it is very inadequat,o oversight that it is possib_1e_fo'r ms
to give, compa,re,d-to the close obs,e'rvation o'f them which I could
touintain if tfrey we,ro here on the missio'n grounds. The building
ground sufficient in extent ws ha,v_e ready and a,waiting yse.
Though lying waste, taxes have to be paid upot it- as building
groutid. 

-And 
the house hired in town for our scho,ols co,st,s us a

ie,ntal of about gz| (twenty-one po,unds ste,rling) a Jr-ear' beside's

mo,st of the large items for perio'dical ropairs. _ Since the, establish-
mernt of otrr mission in Antioch this rent, with the'expense of the
repairs, must have cost us conside{"lly po,rg than would build
sciro,o1-Lo.t*"*. Should the Bo,ard o'f Foreign Missio'ns be ple'a,s,e'd

to proceed t,o,wards building he,re, I should like to,.presg{ petitio'n
for pormit to the, Aleppo Governme,nt, thro,ugh Co'nsul Barnha,m,

fl,S SOo'r} n,g PoSrSib'le.

BEHIND THE LAST RAMPART.

By Re'v. A. C. Gnncc, B.A.

T'nn la,st ra,mpart, in affiiction is o,uf Lo,r'd'sl word, '-(( Let rlo't /o-ur
heart be trou-ble'd; believe in God, believe also in Me." It is the
last and. the best and the impregnable dofe'nce. I sometimes

think we ats too sgyerre in our tfeeling t,o,w'ards those ele've'n

sorrowing rrrerl who were about to bg {eprlvod of ths presence

of thei, H.*.r Master. We mako too little of their distress. We

see fro,m the, sequel o,f eve,nt,s that all their fea,r and commotion
were superflno,t*, and ws a,re inclined to be impatient with them.

Our o*ir troublss,, we, think, a,rer so' p'iercingly real, and 
- 
our own

sro,rrows s,o fully jus,tifie,d, that we, cantto! sympathise' with those'

who,s,e very trials we,re their trium^ph,- *hgle vorlr 1os5 *,u* their
glorious and et,e,rnal gain. Fqt Christ did not make light of

the,ir fears. To His "*y.'u their hearts wero-- truly pained, &s

ind.e,e,d they we,re. I.{o ot}p hnew better than He how groundle'ss

wsre their"apprehensionsr''but no one know better than He ho'w

sors and *'a&^ thu heart, ca,n b,s ove,r things, which sroOrlrr to' b'e'

against us, rvhile they a,re re,ally for us. Jaco'b w*s not justified
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in sayilg, 

-" 
All the,se things 

_?re against me,,, but his clistres,s wa,snono the less gonuine foi ail thai. It is urr one, so far as thsfea'r $o'€'s, whether the lhj"s feared has or itu* no,t any existence.A child wakes up at night"screa*i"g tfrot-tf*"" is a wild bsa,sty.npinq after it; when -att 
. 
iu 

_qetce 
-and 

safeby, but the ch1d,s
frtslt ig asr tie,rribte, and. it,s iittt* fra,m,s a,sj s,ha,kern asi if th*horrid dream wero true. Jesus saw t,h; tu"g.ouu* and blackne,ss
o,f th'e,se' rnern'gi fgr4yrg5 and, He was, *o"ud wit,li compa,srsion towardsthem. They, rea,lly love,d rlim, and -n.y ryriy d;;y^lo*o*ed
when He, to,ld them Ho must 1eave, the,rd. Hs add,r:s,grg,eifl Hil;lfto their fe'ars'. Just a,s a loving rno,ther will turn and calm thevision-haunted child, because Jh" is fille,d with sympathy *ndlove, so Jesu*', in His rove, turned the sw,.,ot flow or predge,pro'mise, u,ttq persuasio'n_upon the disciples' troubled hEarts. ,, fsought !h" !ord, and He a,ns,wered *;, and- delivered ms fromall rny fears,."

Does it not go a^groat rgngth in the way of co,mfo,rt to, us a,llto realis'e tha,t our Saviour haI His eye ,rpot the t,ro,ubles that arein o'ur he'arts rvithout ca,use, &s well l* ybo; ;h" things ."hi.h u"*
ob'je,ctivo, B,bso,lut,e ca,usgs o,i t,rorrble,? Ii;"tbe, wer ve,x o,urse,lve,sfor nought; it *?y be, we, ma,ke, a m,ounta,in o,rit, o,f a, mo,lerhill; t;,it rnay.erv€rl} be that what,w'er de,e,m o,ur bitt,eres,f, sy6,grs isr actually
9u{. brighte'st crown, but that does no,t hinder our Lord from
feeling fo'r us and rninistering to, us. Our friends and neiEhbours
Tuy t-uqsrt at the da,rk, shaiowy picturos w,e draw, u"d- ut t,he
dismal future which wo conjuro"rrp; but if it i;;; pi;; to us,it is none to Je'sus. We are sure to're,coive from Him a niotfrerly,
prie_stly, heavenly sympathy.

The Re,doe,mor does no[ take it that a troubled he,art is a
nsrgQr$g&ry and inevitable ingredient of o,rrr cup. That is what we
}re s9 apt to take {ot granted. We set it down that nothing else
is to be' expect,ed, tha,t, it, is, the, co,mmon lo,t o,f r1ap, a,nd. that it is
as usele,ss to nghl against fe,ars and failings of the spirit as
lgainst_ . lhu 

jncomirg. tide or the gloomy ippro,a,ch of 'wint,er.
Je'sus lifts IIis vo,ico and trave,rsJs thi; dootrirr* of despair
through and 

_ 
thro'ugh. " Let n-ot Jrour heart be tro,ubled.,, It

is quite ano'ther thing to ua,I_ that there will be nothing to t*y
our heart,sr. The,re' will be'. Christ Himse,lf' marks ther diJtinction
with clearn,e,ss,. " fn the, wo,rld ye shall have, tribulat,ion, but b, af.
goo,d, che,er; I have ove,rcome the world." Tribulation is not
t'o annihilate go,od cheer. There is a differ,e,nce between being
driven h'e,fo,re' the, st,o,rm anrd riding in ther t,se,th of the srto,rm. A
seawo'rthy 

_ship_ is no,t a ship which must never put out to s€,&,r
neve'r ca,tch a hurrica,ne. It is a ship rvhich witt wea,ther the
hurricane'. Christ is not for keeping IIis pe,ople out of storms,
but He' isr fo,r having thern b,rave, th,e, s,to,rm ana b,ene,fit, fro,m, it.
His word is' :-Let not yo,ur heart be thrown ,into pan,ic, tossed
rvildly about like a thing not capable of being master of it,sslf,
Let s:orro'w, loss; pairi, dde,at,''darkneiss,come inlo yo,ur lifo if it be
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God's will ; but let not )rour h,e,art be torrr frorn its anchor, Ie_t

not your soul be the victim of hard circumstances. Evon though
yorrr hea,rt be assaulted, let it noi surrendor. Let it stand its
gro'und.v 

This is fine counsel I but how to p'e,rform it ? The fight is a

go,o,d fight ; but whore is tle -we'apon ? IIow is my poor.heart to
ilrake, tf,is gallant s,t,and ? Is, it e,no'ugh fo'r Je'sus' -to' say, " tr-e't' not

Jrro,ur he,art"be, tro,ubLsd,'! " I{o,, it fi no,t e,nough.. Rut there' is

-oru' 
.-(c Belieive, in Go,d, be,lieve also' in Me'." T'o' pre,vent'

dis,may, diso,rder, and torpor frorn se,tting- up^ their t lu* reign
in our heart, ws a,re bidde,n t,o, b,e'lie,ve, in Go,d, to believe' in
Jes,us. Thab is to s,&,)', \ye aro to fall bacli within a line of

defe,ncs, the last that iemains fo,r the human so'ul; t111st in our

Redeemgr as God and Ma,n, all-holy and all-loving. This is the'

gr.ut Physician's one r"uroudy for oilr so smit,te'n and so lMounded

he'art,s.
N:ow we, mighti soro Go,d',s r€,&sio,[r fo,t many o'f' o'ur trials', utq

ou.og"ise that "it is a good and sufficie,nt rerason. Then we would'

not ?oed., o,r that po"int, to fall back upon faith. Se'eing, wo

would be satisfiecl. tr'or instanco, I am quite sure that the eloven

m,ight havo known that it was ne,cessary-tq Jesus to dis. fhsrir

sciiptures said so, and Jesus Himself- had said so. But they

did not see it in ihut light. Even Jesus l{imse,lf had not suc-

cee,de,cl in co,nvincing theilr that this was IIis ptof uL path to His

giory. What, the,n,"could He, d.o, rrrorer with thEm ? He' could"- 9'1Iy
e,nt,re,at t,h*m to, be,liovs in Him, to trust' Him tha't' all wo'uld be

we1l. Thef- r,t,igllt have unde,rst,oo,d the At,o,ne'ment before the

Lord,s duaih, nut they did not. so thel must iust trust Him.

What a,n enormous demand on thern ! 
-Can 

we no't trust Him

whe,re the, darkne,s:s, isr rlo,t, sor thick &sr thoy f e'lt theirsi to be"?'

Their faith faile,d, or ne'arlF failed, as u'e,Il-it mig'ht with their

ffi; ffirunce ; but *r* ,"L so f.ar at sea as they were ? rlave

we not the glo,rilus triump! of the cro,ss, tbe rvonde,r of redemp-

tioriby His"death, to stimulate ns to trust l{im in days that can

never be s,o, da,rk asr were those three days in Jerusalem ?

It is *r*ly u bl.**e,d alteratio'n in our concsrns wherr we have'

be,e,n a,ble [,y divine gr"._q to_ shift the centro of ch,a'ge flg*
ourselve,s to our God i"A His d'e'ar Son' " Do not let the mat'te'r

pre,y upon your hearts, but deliver it over to God and to Me'

We uru noiliing to be responsible." That is thg speech and the

manner of th; great lrora. The, elev*n tho,ught that f things

did +o,t como oft in ilteir w&/, tFu{ cou^icl oot come off in the

right way. Pet,e,r was convince,cl fnut f o'r Je's*s to be put to

death would be the mo,st decided calamity J9r God 
- 
and His

kingdom. Likewise, ;i;;; thougltt- they ull. They coulcl not fit

s,uch a,n e,vent into the'ir p'lan oC t4.' kingdo'm' And, o'f co'ursie"

if..y . stagqere,d,. ude,r 'the load which they insiste'd o'n'

carrymg. "bod did ,^rot lay that toad o,n the,m. It rvas their orvn

wo,rk. " Don't take *rr.d u loa,d. up.n yo'Ur" SayS the'ir Lo'r'd' to
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them 1 " let Go'd have Ti* o,wn way. Let Me have NIy way. Let
Us have the .l1tg9. If yo'u tot mot fathorn Our purpose, at leasttrust us thai w;havo-a purpose, ancl can find i *uy to rede,errlit. Be'lieve in God, bolievb uiso in Me.,,

So might it be said to every tro,ubled Christian. It is hard for
'/ou to acquie'sce in t,hese sore afflictions. You cannot be,
expected to see the why _and the where,fore of the,m all. They.
s€'ern so cruel, so a,ccumulated, so much fno,ro dre,a,dful on eye,ry
new re,vie,w of t'hem, tha,t it is evident Go.d ha,s gone beycnd yoi,
and dumbfo,un,ded J,ro,u. But, still lfe, is, Go,d. Re,me,mber that.
Su iyltill _goodi; He, isr s'till yo,ur Father. R"*e,mb,er that,. chris,t
is still at H.is rigtrt hand, stitt making inte,rcession tor yor. And
{:rr only- happiness is in leaving the ma,tter with Him. Teil
{i- yo'u \y: gl"gl up trying t"o find rrim our. suy to Him
tha!_you will hold Him -answeribl" 

to you, or ra,ther, #ururable,
to His o'wn pro'mise and covenant, nohu,n you rneet Him at tle-
.duy o{ judgment' Shift the burden to Hi-, and let not Uourheart be troubted.

What is our froly religion in its last €sSorce but just believingin God and .Hi: "4I^ b!'g.oiten son ? christianity does nol
rsmo've speculative difficulties ; it rather adds to them, for the
mo're and stro'nger tho light, the deeper is the shadorv. The
who'le he'art of ottr religion is to trust our living a,nd reigningLord. where HE cannot give_ us explana,tions,' He give,s us
Himself to cling to. what ls rlis co,mmand hs,ye,--,, BElie,ve in
Go'd, and b,elieve, in llfg "-b,ut, simp,ly a, co,mmand to, practiser
our 

-re'ligio,n, to, do, what, _we pro,f,es,s 1d do-tha,t, isr, a,cceJpt, Hirn,
-asr f,hei Answer to all puzzle,s, a,n,d wait fo,r Him to, put ali t,hings
right ? I_t may be the hardest of all ta,sks to do it, but it, is tf,e,
mo'st obvious and'reasonable of all the divine requireme,nts. If'
we will not trus,t t,o Him, it is because we must havo our own
w&'y, a,rld a,ffa,irsr mana,g'e,d to, oruf own mind. Now, d.,are wer rnnkg
such a dema,nd co,olly and dispassionately ? Doe,s it not shame us
e\nerni the, mo,rrterrrt, it, isi put; into wo,rds,'l If , t,he,n, wer d,o think t,ha,t
He' is a, wisie'r Go,ve,rflo,f tha,n, ourisielr,e,si, let us t,r,ust, in Him whe,n
He, movers in a myste,rious wa,y.

Chris,tisr cure fior trouble, has this wo,ndro,us, cha,rm, that it fitsr
all 

. 
possible tirne,s and kinds of trouble. Is it your own sin that

yeighs_ up_on yo_ur heart ? Is it an erring friend ? Is it the,
dark cloud in a love'd o,ne's life ? Is it f,car-of the future ? Is it
hope deferred that make'th the he'art sich ? Fo,r a,ll the,s,e and
a,ll o,the,r t,r'ialsr herr,s is' His' o,rlo s,uffi.cient,word, "Le,t, not Jro,ur,he,ar.t
be troubled; believe in God, belie,ve a,lso, in Me.,,

org may answer, " r do,n't see that this rnakes my difficulty
uly cl'e'a,rer. It doesn't ex_p1ain." I{o, neither it doss. But it,
givesr usr B, grea,t, Go,d and a., loving Savio'ur to depond upon.
Christ does not pretend to explain. He only asks us tb b,eliev^e in
the eve,r,la,sting 

-lo,v,e,, 
and .to, li,e in the, s,;,g,r,la,sting &ritrrsr. Andl

that, isr bet,tEr for our wearJ,r heart than many exp,Ia,nitions.
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THE ROMISH MASS-WHAT IT IS.
By J. 1\['D.

T11p Romish Mas,s pro,fe,sse,s t,o, be the' sacra,mont instituted by
our Lo,rd, tha,t, night o,n which He was betrllyed-tha't' o'rdinance

which He appoinTe,d to be, a, momo'rial of His death t'o' the snd

of tim,e. It is, we,ll kno,wn that it is the mo'st elabora,t,e o'f alL the
ordinance,s o,f Romo, the grandest, and rLos;t imposing qf all her
acts of wo,rship ; it is, in fi,ct, wi,th all its richnerssr o'f co'Io'ur', and

music, and. diamatic disptay, the crowning exhibition of her

priestiy powetr and ceremonial magnificenc'e. Perhaps it is on

ifriu acco,unt that it has at tirnes such an attractio'n fo'r certa,in

sreict,ions, o,f Prot,e,stant,s. It is no unco'mmoll thing at the' opening

of so,me new" chape,I o,r ca,thedral to find Protrerstants thsro eager

to witnessr the, fiigfr Mass with which it, is o_pe'ned; _and it is' a,

voryr common thlng, o,rr the, o,cca,sion of the, death o'f so'me

p"o*ioiolt me,mber i,t the Ro,mish 'Church, king, o,r eccle,sia,stic,

[r fi"a royalty and municipat p$nat,es, pres,e,nt a,t the cele'bra,t'ion

"i 
Re,quiJ,m ilfu**,. A11 this beiig so', we' ought' to kno'w what

the, Ro,mish Mass r'oallY is.
f s, it what it profess,es to be ? Do'es it' b'ea'r, eith'er in 

^spirit
or in letteu', the iaint;e,st resemblance, to the divine .original ? We

answe,r " I\To." In the, Ma,s,s Christ's o'rdinance i*', bey-ond all
ru.og"ition, chang*q i and wo say this', o9't' forgetting lh:
tre,mendorr* ,u*p"fisibility that any _mailI or church incurs t'ha't

would. tarnpor #itn th,e, iast will uha te,stame,nt, of Christ'. L,et

us not,e thJ;h";g; that Roffre ha,s ma,de in the ordinanc€s;, and

the,n ca,ll att'*"tioL to the fatal errors tha,t she ha,s fo'isted upo'n it'
The 

"rr""g*s 
lh* Ro,me ha* mads on the sacram'ent o'f the

Supper &,ro, gT,e,a,t uoq grievous. We' 'ennumerat'e the most

-t-'di"s. Fir'it, instoad Jt u simple ta,bLo, with b,r.ead and wine,

there, is an altar, oft,en an orn&te, and costly altar, fo'r the offeri18

o,f a literal and actual sacrifico; and o,n tha,t altar, side' by tidg
with the, b,r,ead and wine, there is, a pan o,f ince,ns'o, il -qofi 

of

wa,t,er, A,, c,rucifix, and. a bell, with two wax candles, which &'re'

to be ke,pt brr*irrg, .oun in the _tig.ht oj duy. Second, ins'tead'

;f a presiding nTnistsr to le,ad 
"in the me,morial fea,st and

distribute;h":,y*bo,lic elemenfsi, the,re, is a pries,t, d,literal p'riest,

cla,d in special vestme,nts, d{y .blesrsed, 
to ,iepres'e'nt' 

the various

ilu; in the, s'Llfieri"g* or C'hrist ; _ 
a priest5 lTrore'ov:etrr ondo'we'd

with miraculo'us, po*ur to turn i'ftt nuuud and wine into the

ve,rita,ble ffit "la 
blo,od, o,f christ. Third, instead of an

o,rdinanoe, who,Se, g".ut design -is to commemor'a't's & {fi"t
Savio,ur,s, Iove, the;o is profe:srs,edly -an actual putting to de'ath

anew o,f the son of God, a,n a,ct,rial repe,ti,tio,n, in fact, o'f the

sufiering and agony 9,f the crossi; tT th,e priest is declare'd to
., immolate,, christ afresh at evory Ma,ss o,n eoery Romish alta,r.
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Fourth, inst,ea,d o'f 8,, simpl,e and loving co,mmemo,rative sorvicg
the're is a pro,lo,ngqd and co,mplic,at,ed drama,tic display, with
multitudinous prie-stl/ urovorrnerrts and gonuflexions,, i" *fii.h thE
leading actor koeps his face to, the a,ltar and his ba,ck to the
audiencg and all is, conduct,e,d in the La,tin to,ngue, which ths
ygrsllppe,rs do, not understa,nd. Fifth, inst'ead of a, simple
dis,tribulio,n o,f the, ,elem,onts in token of the partake,r's faith- in
Christ, thie brea,d is, no,t b'roken, fo'r there is, no, bread, but only
a wa$e'r, which is la,id on the to,nguo by the priest I a,nd the *iol*
is, no,t, in any case to,uched by the, peop,le, for ii is, co,nsumed.
who,lly by the_ priest. Sixth, instead o,f a sa,cra,ment expressly
de,signed for the spiritual edificatio,n eo,d co,mfo'r't o,f belie'v,eis
through _faith in the finished s,a,0r'ific,e, of Calvary, the,re, is
prof,e,s,s,e'dly an a,ct,ual sa,crifioe which, in and of its,elf, appea,ses
Go,d, advantages b,oth the living and the doad, s,ecuie,s' the
pa1d9,n of sin, lessens the tim,e' of the suffe,rer in Purgatorf,
and hastens the, admission of the re,1,ea,s,e,d so,ul to he,ave'n. And

i::1n,H:';T*l,3;::uil'T;l#,il1?'il,ffi 'ff '?ll::1'r;,'Hf ;:
varied a,s the purpo's€rsr fo,r which it perfo'rmod; there' is low
Ma,ss and high Ma,ss, and chante,d Ma,ss, there is priva,te, Mass and
requiem Mass, the,r,s a,rs Mas,ses fo,r the, living and Mas,ses fo,r
the d,ea,d, therer a,re Masses, fo,r anima,ls sick, o.r s,to,le,n, o,r st,raF€d,
and Mr. M'Carthy, himse'lf B, Ro,manist, t,ells' us in his " Priests
and People, " that in Tlppera,ry and lVa,t,erford and Cork the,re
a,re Ma,srs'os to keep the cows fro,m being b,e,witched, and to mahe
their milk mo,re' fruit,ful in butt,er. Such ars the main eleme'nts
a,nd a,cco,mpanime,nts o,f the, Romish Ma,s,s, and it wo,uld b,e, almo,st
a,n insult t,o, our readers to re,rnind the,m that o,f a,ll this there
'was nothing in the' uppsr room in Je,rusale,m.

The, Ro,mish Mass', then, is, no,t, a, co,py of the pattern se,t by
Christ, it is &, departurs fr,om it in elre'ry line and particular.
It, is no,t, rL re,flection o,f its spirit in one s,o'lit,ary deta,il, but a
bla'sphemo,us, travesty of it fro,m b,eginning to end. Were Peter
himse,lf, whop Ro'm,g c,la,ims as sp,e,cially he,r own, to' return to
,ea,rth and .*tu" a Romish chape,l, he could onl;r say of R,ome's
b'ast,ard o'r'dina,ncb, a,$ Ma,ry said on ano,th,or occasio,n, " They
have, take,n away my Lo'rd, and I kno,w not, wh'er''e they have
laid him." Yos, Rome has, change'd the ordinance. She has
transfo,rmed it, pro,fane,d it, dest,royed it. That which wars

designed to, be, a' fo,untain of b,les,sing she ha,s t,urned into a
snare, fo,r s,ouls'. John Knox said long ago*and he knew what
he, s,aid, for he, had beetn o,, p,rie's't, o'f Rome, himse'lf-that he
fe,a,red orrg Mas's, mors than an a,rmy o'f t,en thous'and msR. And
s,o, he might,, for he, sa,w in it thors,e fo,rcssr that fought with the
et,ernal truth o,f God, a,nd he, t,r"a,ce,d in it tho,s,e insidious snare's
by which rrrer and na,tions, w,ere taken and held captive by
the man of sin.

Let usi single out some of the most flagrant, and fata{ errors
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,that, e,nte,r into' t,he Mass. And, first, its chief corner st,one
is the doctrine o,f transubst,ant,iation.

What is' transubstantia,tio,n ? ThE Catechism of the, Council o,f
Trent defin,es it thus, '-(( After t,he words o,f consscratio,n are
iutte'r,ed by the p'riest, the bread and the' wine, a,lthough admittedty
unchanged in their appearance, th,eir sme,ll, their t,aste,, a,rs lret
changed in their s,ub,stance into the, body and blo,od, togethe,r
'with the s,oul and divinity, a,nd the bone,s and nerv,es of Christ."
In other wio'rds,, the brea,d is no longe'r br,e,a,d, and the wine is'
no lo'rrger wine'; they are, actually changed into, the person o,f that
Christ whos,e humilia,tion we /tno?// was e,nderd whe,n E['e, asce,nded
,o,rr high fro,m Bothan;r, whos,e body ,rDe kn ota co'uld not s.oe
,corruption, whose' glorified bo,dy we lcnow is now a,t the right
hand o,f God, and who,m, Peter tells us, the heavens must re,ta,in
'until the timesr o,f the re's,tit,ut'io'n o,f all things. What a co,fi-
oeption to enter int,o the mind o,f mo,rtal man, tha,t the prios't
a,t ,every Romish altar ha,s, the powe,r to compel the, Son of God
to co,m,g do,wn fro,m he,ave,n to b,e humb,le,d anew under the
a,ppera,ra,ncg o,f' br,ea,d anrd yri11'gr, to fo,gr put, t,o, d,e'ath afresh, aV, t,o
be, literally corsurlod by sinful men at elreryr Mass, till ths end
,c,f time ! And ye,t tha,t, is' the power a,scribe'd by the Church of
Rome to all he'r priest,s.

Lest any should think that we, exagg,era,te, here le,t us quo,fie
the words of an Irish p,rie,st as they a,re given aerbat'im' in
''{ Pr,ies,t,s' and. Pe,ople,." Father Gildea, of Donegal, no't lo,ng ago
made the following s,tat,ernent in u sp,e,cial s,eirmo,n,'-(( The
,rulers o'f the ea,rth is's,ue, comma,nds, but a, gre,at,e,r power fa'r is
given to, the' priest of God. Bvery day in the, sacrifice o,f the Mass
'he 

can say t,o, the So'n, Come do,wn fr,om heav,en, and immedia,t,ely
Christ o,b,eysr. . . Co,me's and meekl;n r'ests on our
altars,, within the, litt'le chalice, or the cold ciborium. What
e,arthlJ po,rmer can vie wit,h this, o,r heavenly power either ? The
,ange'Is,, in,dee,d, se,e, our Lo'r'd fa,c,e, t;o fa,ce,, but then they aro
no,t, permitt,ed to ho,ld Him in their hands,, or to cont,ro'l His'
mo,rreme,nts." Oh, the blasphsmy o,f all this, the a,bsurdity and
pro,fanity o,f, it ! No wo,nder Mr. M'Carthy adds in comme,nt,
,a,fter he, quot'e,s this addr,e,srsr " Wha,t ar,e chief s'ercrof&ries, primo
minist,ers,r lo,rd lieute,nants, ,oyon kings themse,lve,s', compa,r'e,d

with tho yo,ung priest, o,f Donegal ?" And all this is, o,f th,er verl
fibre of the, doctrine' o,f tra,nsubs,t,a,ntia,tion.

And o,n what, fo,unda,tio,n do,e'si this irrational rep,elle'nt; dogma
.r,est ? The, Fathors did not te,ach it, evern Cardinal Bellarmine
"decla,r,e'd that it wa,s not t,o, be, found in Scripturo, but the CounciL
,of Trent prof;essod to find it in the wo,rds of institutio,n, " This is
my body." The' inte,rprotation is utte'r1y insa,ne'. Why,_it wo,uld
mean tha,t in the upp,er rorolrr in Je,rusalem the Son o'f Man had
two bodi,e's,, the one alive and sit,t,ing a,t, the' tab'l'e, the other
sacrifice'd and rres:ting on the table,, the o,n,e body breaking,

,,dist,rib,uting, and partaking o,f the other b'o,dy, the one body to,, b'e
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offe,red up a sa,crifice, on Calvany the fo,llowing da,y, the o,ther
!o4y .af,L a,ctual sacrifice on the i'able, at that, f,orr. Absurdity
in interpre,tation co,uld not farthe,r go,. I{o,; He who said, ,,\
am the, ving" hgu, spe,aking aft,e,r the same rn&frrre:rr sa,ys, ,, This
is, My bo,dy." Bve'n aft,Er He usre,d. those word.s ne canea that
which had been bre'a,d s,t,ill bread. And H,e, decla,rEd that He
would not he,nc,efo,rth be pre,s,ent bo,dily on erLy eartn-ly altars,
" fo,r asr o'ften sg; ;re ,oe,t this bre,a,d ye do sho,w ih* Lord,s deatb
till He, co,me." (( TiIl, He co,me, "-116* IIe is in glory. Of the
waf_w deity o,f Rom€, wo mus,t sey, in the, words o,F no.,e,a,, ,, The
workm;&,n rrr&de it, thereforie it is not, Go,d.,,

A s,e,cond fatal orror in the Ro,mis,h Mas,s is that it a,ss;urles
to be a lit,e,ral sacrific'e of t,he, body o,f Christ. The Catechism of
the Co,uncil of Trre,nt, is explicit he,re. It, s&ysr :-" Wo co,nfe,ss
that the sacrifice o,f the Ma,ss is one and the samo sacrifice with
that, upon thE cross, t,he, vict,im i:s o,n,e and the sa,me, Jesus Christ,
the b,lo,o,dy and t,he unbloody sacrifice is, gfi|1 one and th,o sarne;
the ho'ly sacrifice o,f the l\{ass, therefo,re,, i,s no,t,only a, comm,.*o*u-
tio'n o,f the s,acrifico o,f the cro,g1g,, but als.o a sa,crifice o,f pro,pitiation
by y-hich God_is1 appo&,s,ed and ronder,ed propitious." - Luoguage
co,uld no,t, be, pla,iner than this,, and rro, ,erro,r, could be, mor.e fata,I.

IIo,w utt'erly opp,o,sie,d this is' to, sver;r page of the Wo,rd o,f God.
PauL sa,id, " Christ being ra,is,ed fro,m the, dead, dieth no rno,re."
P'e,t,e,r said, " C'hrist als,o hath once sufiere,d for s,ins,.t' Alt
Scripture decl&,re,s that; the, wo,rk of Divine s'a,crifico was co'mp,leted
whe'n Jgg,\lg; yielded up the ghost on Calva'ry. What, a dishono,ur
t,o the memorry o,f that work t,o, si&,I that it nee'ds, to,.b,e, r,epea,te,d,
o,r tha,t it o&n be re'pe,a,te,d; And thsn wha,t, an affro,nt t,o' th,e
Lord Hims,elf t'o say that Romish prie,sts; can , &,b will, bring Him
tdown fro,m he'ave,n a,nd I*y Him upon th,er alt,a,r o,f humiliation
again on earth. On the h,e'e,ls, mor,sover, o,f all this5 what shall
we say o,f the' trafficking in sin that is int,erwoivien with it atl ?

What of the, daring prre,sumptio,n that e,mbo,ldens the priest, to
say tha,t, he, carriresr at, his girdle the keys o,f the ,eternal world ?

In the N,ew Ties,ta,ment, th,err,e fl,,fe; neithe'r priesrtsi nor Masse'sr1 the
Apostle,s, laid ,e,mphas,is' o,n the truth that the, sacrificen o,fl Cialvary
alon'e can savg.

A third fatal error is the' bold ,e,mbodime'nt of idolatry which
charact,e,riseis, the Mass,. Sho,rt o,f this ,errorr Rome, c,ould not, stop.
And Rome d6,s'g, not he,siitat,e, here,. Th'e b,r,e,a,d and wine o,n the
alt,a,r, wh,e,n once coilsercrated by the priost,, a,rro avo,we,dly
wo,rshipped asi Chris,t;. Th'e, prie'st, a,si he s€rvos at the' a,ltar,
must, on be,nded knoe, adore, the,s,e' element,s, and he must pray
to them as, Chris,t, in the wo'rds, " La,mb of God who, takest awa,)r
the, sinsr of thE wo,rld, hav'e, rrr,erc;r on m,e." And by the, injunc-
tion o,f the' Co,uncil of Trent e,v,e,ry Ro,manist, prreis€,nt,, whethe'r
partakiog of the, Sacrarnetrrt, oo ,nolt, must, ador^e, the b,r,e,a,d and,
wine with latria, the, highest of all worship, that, which is giv,en
to God. And in Ro,mish countri'e,s, whe,rrs the host is carried
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through lhu streets all who rreert, it must, uncov,er and kneel, o,r
the' Romish mob, will kno'w the' reaso,n why. yes,, the Ma,s,s is
ido'latry. And is it less he,ino,usr f,s, wo,rship a wa,fer than a, pioc,e,
o,f woo,d o,r st6r11,s,, t,o, wo,rs,lrip a,n ido,I in Brit,ain than an ido,l in
India o,r Africa ? Or is it, les,s, he,ino,us for prerserrlt,day
worshippers; in the light o,f the, Goisp,el, to w,orship an ido,l than
fo'r the worshipp'ers a,mong the, godlerss Canaaniters lbng ago,? The
truth ig,, the ido'latry of Romer exc,ere,ds' tha,t of the most 6,e'nighted
lands. Cice,ro, s,a,id, " Wasi any man ,ovre,r so ma,d as to, t,akd tha,t,
which he fe,erdsr o,n f'o,r a, god ?" 

- 
But, it, ha,s, be,s.n left t.o, Ro,mo first,

o,ut, o,f b,rea,d, t,o' make it,s, Sod, the.n to a,dore,, and finally t;o
consum,er tha,t god.

The,r,e' arer o,ther fea,tures of the' Mass, whi;ch, fo,r la,ck o,f sp,a,co,
'wer cd,nnot, now dis'cussl. But, the,re, is a practical question, What
intere'st, hav'e we Pro,t,estant,s, in such a subje,ct,? Some will sr&fr
Bertter i'gnore, it, altogrert;heir. But; 'w,e, caillrlot. It, forces it,s'elf on
us whe,the,r we' will or not. This is the ordinanco which many
p16,f,sgrt,ant,s on special ooca,sions, pa,tro'nis,e' with their presencer.
It is th,e o'rdinance, to which royalty a,t times,, not,withs,tandiog
a, royal oath, givos fo,rmal co,unt,enanco. It is the o,rdinanc,e
which has' fo'und sure foo,ting in thousandsr of churche,s' in the
English Sta,te Establishm,e'nt, and is, thore,fo,r,e,, slrppo'rte'd by the
na,t,io,n's, money. It is the' ordina,nco whos,e fata,l grr'o,rs a,r,e, bsing
taught the risring gsnre,ra,tion, unde,r the English Educa,t,ion Act,
in thous'ands o,f ths schoo,ls o,f England to-day. So that the' Massr
is not merely an evil pertaining t,o thA Antichrist, it, is an
insrt;it;utio'n that hasr pla,nt,erd itsierlf in th,e, na,t,io,nal in'stitut,io,n,si of,

o,ur co.untry. T'o tha,t, ,ext,snt the nation is, re,spo.ilsible,, and the
God o,f nationsi will hold he,r guilty.

Nur lpulpit.
Bv Rev. Gervrx Doucl,es.

Phil. iii. 8.-(c Yea do,ubtle,s,s', and I count all things b,ut, los,s

fo,r the'e,xcellency of the knowledge o,f Christ Je's,us my Lord."
THp Apostle Paul had enjoye,d uncorrlmon privilege$ as a Jew, so
tha.t if a,nJro,ne had a right t,o glory in things of this kind, he
mo,re. Moreover, he was a, man o,f ge,nius, and had received a

finished ,educa,t,io,n in the s,cho'o,ls of T'a,rsus,, and a,ft,erwards at
Jerus,alerm, unde,r celsbra,t,ed do,ctors. Besides, he was a Ro,man
cit,ize,n, st,o,o,d high rvith the ruling pou'ers in Judea, and had he
cont,inued his p'ors'scuting caree,r wo,uld doubtless have rise'n t'o a
high station of honour a,nd po,wer a,monrg his co,untrymen. But
these advant,a,gss he regarde'd a,s nothing in c,o'mparis,o,n with the
Gospe,I. A s,triking clia,nge had p'assed over the mind of this
ardent and z,salous young man. T'h,e' c'i-deuant persecut,or of
Christianity is now its mo,st able, zsalo,us', &nd inde,fatiga,hle

t
t
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I

preachsr a,nd de,fende'r,. Ths loss which he sustained by beco,ming
3,' christian he counted nothingr /CIa, he cour,tua it gain-,,Bul
ghat,things wers-q3i* t,o, me;-thos,e I count,e'd lo,s,s fo,r Christ.
Ye'a doub,t,le,s,s, and f ,co,unt all things, but loss fo,r the oxce,lle,ncy
o,f the kn,o,wle,dge, o,f Chris,t,Je,su* *f1..o,rd.',

I. Tlue lcnotaledg! of Christ. 
"ng 

knowlerdgo o,f H,is perso?,.
The're are three po,ints invo,lved" in the, doctrlnE o,f the p**o' ofChrist-Ilis a,bsro,luter divinity as thE ete,rnat So.n of God, co_equa,l,
co-ossofitial, and co*e,t,ornai with God the, Fathlrf ' 

""a His
pe,rfe'ct ma,nho-od; He' is, yery Go,d o,f vory Go,d, and 

":*ry 
*an of

Ie,ry nla,,o. 
_The-pe,rson is the, ,eterna,L S.o of Go,d "rn* o,nly

R'edeemer o'f God's e,tre,ct is' 1,hu Lord Jssus Christ, who, boing tht
e'ternal Son o,f Go,d, b,e,c,a.mer m&,frr and, sio .w&,s', and. continueth t-o, bo,
God and ma,n in t,wo, dist;inct na,turos, a,nd. o,fi€, pur.*l;e,ver.,,
" Great is tho myste,ry of go,dline,ss,, io,d manifbst in t,he, flesh.,,
" Th,s wo,rd wasi made, h,e,sh ind dwe,ti amo,ng, us,.,'

. Again, tho_knowle,dgu of Hos offices. ThEs,e' &,1'€r re,ckoned thresin nu,mb,er, the prop,hetical,- the pries,t,ly, and the kingly. The,se
a'rs not to ble rogarded a,s' thre,e bmces, but asr thre,e, tu"nctions o,fths one indivis,ible, o,ffic,e' of Me,ditator; for though u,[*t"u.tly
distinguishabls in the' concret,e and. in their exeircisei th.y quatify
one ano,thefirt e,yerry a,ct,. Chrisrt; exsc;ut,ersr all the,se, o,ffrc,e,s in
reference to His, pe'ople; and as t,o the ord,er in which He executeis

lL**, .Hiu- prophet_ical o4._g g_o,os be,fo,re His p,riesrtly offi.ce, and
His prie,stly offico bofo,re, His tringly o,ffice,. Iiut wiirr respecf, t,o
the natura,l o'rde'r o,f thes'e_ offices, fhe priestly o,ffi.c,e stands first.
It' lies at, t,he fo,undation o,f His whole iork, ind op,ens a, way by
the sacrifice which He offored for ths exe,rciso of His, other offi.**.

st'ill farther, the knowle,dg* o,f H,is ttork wothout q,s, and of
H'is utork utoth'in ?rs, as carried on by His spirit, the grand, so,urc,o
of a,ll illumina,t,ion and life. Wfrat wa,s i,hiu wo,rk"*itho,ut us ?

" He' carns into, the, world t,o, save sinne,rs,." t'The, son o,f Man
came to s,eek and s;ErMo tha;t, which w&s lo,st.,, IIo,w is this
s,alvation to be, effected ? It is' " by finishing transgressio,n,
making an end of s'in, rnaking rec,o,nciliat,io'n f61r iniqulty, und
bringing in e've,rla,s't,ing right-eougfre,gig." These t,e,r-ms, Jesus
fulfille,d to tho very lett,er. What was the work within us carrisd
to by-{i* Slpirit? " T'he'_Spirit applios t,o us'the, r,edomption pur-
chagod. by Christ, !I *olkitg faith in us,, and thereby uniting us
to, Chris,t in our ,efferctual catling." The, Spirit is givon to us- for
vgigerr€,ratio,n, f or b,estowirg -cornf orts, and for progres,sive
sanctifica,tion. He' perfe,cts, the, irnage o,f Christ Jormed in
ryqep.eratio,n. He ma,de, th,ei first roug6. draft, and, He gave ths
finishing stroke.

Agaifi,-the kqowledg. of Christ a,s oQ.:Lr great Enernplar to be
copiod a,fter. Christ has le,ft, usr an exarnp,le that we sho,uld

!g!ow Hil st'eps. And it is a most lovely ,eiample, so, p,ur,e and
hbly, so free frorn all the gro,ss princip,les o'f sin, the e,s,s;orlce of
bea,uty, the archet,yp,e of pe,rfoction.
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II. The encellency of tlte lcnowledge of Christ Jesus olnr Lord,.
Co,ntsmp,lato t,he,excolle,ncy o,f that hrowle,dge' which so capt,iva,t,ed
the mind and enga,ged the, hea,rt o,f the Apo'stle. T'he excelloncy
of the kno'wle,dg* of Christ arise,s from the fa,ct that in Him all
divine and human excellencie,s arer co,mbined. He is a nonpareil.

" All human be,a,ut,ieg', all divino
fn our Je's,us' meet and shin,s."

Again, this kno'wle,dg* has &, transforming and assimila,ting
influence on all who b'e,lisvingly contemplato it. This effect is
the, na,tural cons,equsnos o,f a spiritual vierw o,f the gl'o,ry of Christ,
for the' a,ffectio,nsr are e,xcit,ed by thisi view, and our likeness t,o, the
mora,tr image of God consists chiefly in holy affectio'ns. Still
farther, this kno,wl,edg* is, hopo-producing a,nd joy-inspir.rng.
Amid the gr',era,t,es,t trials' with which w.e may be visite,d this
kno,wle,dg* will not o,n1y affo,rd us suppo'rt a,nd inspire us with
patience, b,ut, it will ,e,na,ble us to rejo'ice, beliwing that thes'e
light affi.ict,io,nsr, which a,r,e, b'ut fo,r a, moment, will work o,Ut for us a
far more exce,ed.ing and 'e,t,orna,l woight of glory. Again, this
knowledg* fits the, sroul for the enjoyme,nt of heaven. Heaven is
;&, pre,pai,e,d p,la,ce fo,r a prep,a,r,e'd pe,op'I,e. The object o{ this
kno,wledgu is the same t,o the s,aints a,bove and b'slievetrs he'ro

belo,w ; the diffe,rence co,ns'is,t,s, in the cle,a,rness o,f the visio'n. He'r'o

we s,oo through a, glas,si darkly, the,re' fac'e t,o' face. He're w'e

kno,w only in part, there ws shall know a,s we are kno'wn. Findly,
this knowle,dgu will b,e for ever incr,ea,s,ing. Our kn,o'w1e:dge in
he,s,ysn is progr;e,ss,ive, and this pro'gros,sion is' e,t,grnal. In heaven
illumina,ti'o,n will be po,ured upon our faculties t,o the' utmost
.ert,ent which they are ab,le to be'ar. Our unde,rstandings, thlough
an e,n,dless e,tqrnity, shall cont,inuo to' b,e, brighte'ning, l.td o'ur

visws, shall b,ei mo,pe and morie e,nlarged., though still falling fa,r

berne&th the object ,of our contemplatio'n.
J[I. The esi,i*at'ion 'in 'tnh'iclz th'is knowledg, uas helcl _by

tloe Apostle, and isr he,ld by every t'ruer disrciple of Christ. He
reckons all but lo,s,s, as a,n objoct of pursuit. For what is the
Apostle, running? " Tha,t, I may win Christ." " Tha't I rnIU
kno,W Him." lt is the languago o,f unwe,arierd ex,ert'ion. " I
pr€srsi to,wa,rd the mark fo,r thei prize of the high calling of God in
bhriut Je6ius.,, There is, e,a,rne,stnes's fo,r you ! Again, he count,s

all but lo,s's as a merit,o,rious gro'und o'f hop'e. He depre'ca,t'ss' all
human me,rits, b,at,t,ers d.o,wn tho stro'ngho'ld o'f righte'o'usiles;s with
the harnmer o,f a rers,istless logic, and sho'rnts, tha,t the,re is a goldg]
thre,ad. of gr,a,ce e,xt,e,nding fiorre eile,ctio,n tol _glorification. Still
farthe,r, he 

"counts, all but, loss, for th,e s'ake of his nelw acquisition
,and. c&usier o,f glo,rying. What, ars learlin_g and^poYerr. uld w'ealth

compa,r,ed. *ittt 
- tM spirit,ual knornrled-g'l o'f Christ ? Hear

h,e,a,ien,s decisio y1_-cc Thus saith the' Lo,r,d, let no,t the, wi,s,e ma,n

glo,ry in his, wisdo,m, neither le,t t$g ryiShfy..mag glory in his

iright, Ie,t no,t, the' rich ma,n glo'ry in his riche'sr;" and hear the l{'ew

{
{
d
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'Tles,t,am'e,nt v,e,rsion of the, Saing-,, Ye,a, doubtloss,, and I count all.
'things b"L lo,ss fo,r the exce,llency of the knowledg. of Chris,t
J,esus, my Lo,rd."

(1) L,et us, s,sek to kno,w ehr,ist mo,re. Lst us empl,oy all our
privileges for this purpo,s,e,. (2) L,et us labo,ur to make Christ
rno'r'er known. We sho,uld aim at nothing le,s,s than the co,nyeirs,io,n
,of the who,lo world.

--o+---SERMON JOTTINGS-TfIE BIBLE coD,s MEssAcE.
By Rev. J. M. Fosrnn.

TIIer the Bible is Go,d's, rness;age to the, na,tio,ns we know from its
yyi!y._ Here is ,a' volum'e made up of sixty-six different books,
dlvi$ed just like the' book of Isaiah. Th,e first thirty-nino chaptersr
'of tha,t book a,re' historical, the last twenty-sevefr ar,e prop,lietic.
The first th.rlty-nine books are Old Testarnont, the last twerrt;r-
,serven &,ri€r Ne,w Test,ame,nt. The Bible was writt,e,n by s,o,rn,o
fo,rty-t,w_o differe,nt men. Thuy live,d over a, period of- fiftee,n
hundred,-;re,a,rs. The'y werre in-different lo,calitiLs,. The5, used
,three differEnt la,ngu&,g€rs; Hebr,e,w, Aram aic, and. Gr.e,ek. " So**
wrofe p!'e!ryr.o,the,r's pro'se; soms wro,t,e, histor;r, others biographl,
othe,rs didactic st,ate,ment. some wro,ter gospe,ls, o,thors epistt,es,
proverb's,, ps,alms,, proph,ecie's ; some wer'e educ,ate,d, others weps
ignorant a,nd unle,arned. They rerpres,e,nt,ed er'erJr diffe'rrent
_o,ccupati1o. Some, wer,s p,rophe,fs', ot,hers werre prie,s,t,sr, and o,the,rs
kingsr. . The,re were herdsmen, shepherds, fishermein, me:chanics,
physicians,,_ lawyers &,frlorfig them. And often pa,rt were ignorant
o'f what, oth,ers had written. And Fe,t, with atl this' oaiiety of
circums,tanc,€'!, whe,n y9u corrre to put their writings, t,ogeth.,, in, a
vo,lume called the Bib,le, they m,ake a per ,ect unit. T't es,e, fa,cts
'cannot be expla,ine'd o'nly on t,he supposition that a, Divine mind
operated through_ these m,etr, s,o tirat they wrot,e in harmo,ny.
" {.o,ly rl}€n" o,f God spake as they wer,e rnori'ed by the Ho,ly Gho,st."

^ S.tppose_you de,t,ermined to, put up a building. You e,mploy
forty-two diffe'ren,t ca,rpenters. You say to, them '-(( You must
go to, your shops and work for a Jle'ar. No o'ne' must.kno,w th,e
plan the others B,Fo rvorking upo,n, o,r the ma,terial the others fl,re,
using, o'r the pa,rt o'f the building the o,thers are prieparing. There
must be, no co,llusio'n. And at the, e,nd o,f the, Jtrear,, wifhout, any
'co,nsultation, you must come and put )rour work together, and it
mus,t mak,e a well-propo,rtio,ne,d ho,us,s." Do,es a,ny s&D,€r man
suppose their worh would go together ? Not on,B. And yet, the,
Bib,le-the, grand templo o,f truth-was, built upon these'
conditi,ons, a,nd it we,nt together, making a beautiful, symme,trical
tennp'le, the, habitartion o,f our God. This ca,n only be expla,ined.
on the supposition that the Divine, Archite:ct ,execute'd His, plan
through these, rrlen. " All Scripture, is given by inspiration of
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God.." Na,thani,el Hawthorne sa,id" '-c( T'he, Bible is, a., gra,nd.
caithedral with divinoly pictured windou'sr; standing without;, yo,u
can seei no b,eauty, nor po,s,sibly can imagine, &,fiF; standing within,
eve,ry ray of light rove,als a, harmon,y of unsp,eaka,ble, splendo,Llr.t'
The infidel st,ands o,ut'side' and crit,icisesil he' do,e,si not knonr what
he is talking abo'ut,. T'he, Bible co,nta,ins a, r,erme'dial scheme, and
only those who have, tried it, a,rs qualified to be'ar t,e'srtimony.
" Th,e' na,tural ma,n re,ce,iveth not the things o,f the Spirit, ne'ither
ca.,fi he kno,w t,he,m; but he, tha,t, ist spiritual judgeth all thingsi."
A man is bro,ught into' court charged with murde,r. S'o,me' one
comes fo,rward to give t,e,s,t,imo,nJr a,ga,ins,t him. The' judge asks"--
" Ars yo,u a,cquainte,d. with th,e' priso,ner ?" " No,." " Did you
se,e' him co,mmit the crime'?" " I{o." " H&ve you any knowledgu
of ther chargos ma,de'?" " I.{o,.i' " Well, why are Jrou he'r,e €r,sr fl.,

witnes's aga,ins't, him ?" " Wh)r, I f eel that he' is, guilty." " Your
foolingsi are no,t, evide,nce. Yo,tr ca,n re,t,ire'." Tha,t is, the, infidel
giving test,imo'ny aga,ins't the Bib'ler. He, is, ,expo,s,ing hi.'s, own
ignorance, and making a s,p'ectacle' of hims,e'lf.- 

We know that the, Bible, is, God's' mersS,&ge to the natio,ns, fro,m
its, efects. Take our city o,f Boston. Re'mo'r'e all the, church,es,

a,il tho Bib,l,e,s', and all who rer&,d and s,tudy and pract,is,e ther Bible,
and lerave t,he, city to the saloonsr, low dives, thieves', drunkyds,
and lib,e,rtine's. 

- All the po,licemen in lVlassachusetts could not
ke,ep o,rderr. It would bo a p'e'rfect, pa,nd,emo,nium. On the' otho,

hand, take a,way all th,e' salo,o'ns and gambling dens', all the thioYosr,

Sa,bbath-b,r,e'ake,rq drunkards, and libe'rtines,' and leave' it, t,o the
churche,s,, Bible,sr, and thos,e, who honour the, Book. You wo'uld
nreod. no, police,me,n. The, peo,pLe, would be a larv unto, thems'e'.Ye,s'.

The Que,e'n of England wa,s a,ske,d in the, fiftie's,, Wha,t is, the' secret

o,f England's, Sreatn,es,s, 'l " That Book," she rep'lied, pointing 
_to

the Bi-ble,. Three hundred ;'e'ars, of the Bible, has c,onverte,d the
ro,cky isil.e of Scot,land int,o, a beautiful garde'n; ylitg Spain, with
hgr far gre,a,te'r nat,ural re,sources., witho,ut the Bib,le', ha,s, brercome fl

wild"erne,ss and a,n, efiete kingdom.
Infidelsr quo'te the lines, o,f TieT rnyso'rl :-

" The,r*e, dwells rroiler faith in honest doubt,
Be'lie've rne, than in half ths crseds !"

Such p€fsons have not r€,&,d Teinnysol's works. Jhu'y saw this
Iin,e, in s,bme nswspap€,r. T1rey do not know what, T'ennyso'n says

fa,11,hgr ;-
" He fought his doubts,, he gathered strength,

He would no,t make, his judgment blind;
He, face,d: the spectres of tris mind,
And laid the'm; thus he carne' at' last
To find a stronger faith hisr o'wn
And P ower \aas g'iuen h'irn 'in tlt e n'ight
That made the darkne's's B,nd the ligtrt,
And drvells, not in the light alone."

$
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COURAGE_THE EMPEROR AND tIIS PILOT.
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Tnnnp are different kinds o'f co,ura,ge. Boys often thinh that it is
a brave thing to bully boys smaller than themselves,, to' smoke,

and s:w,ea,r', u,ia B,,ct, B,s braggarts, in the' bo'is,t'e,ro'usl ga,rn'es in which
they uo*ulimes engage. B-ut therio is no courage in the,se things.
The truest .o,,rru{u 

"i* always to do the right. fft: noblost
bravery is not that" of brut,e forc,e, but that of a truo, I-oving, faith-
ful spirit. Luther was a bravo ma,n whsn he entered the cilf of

Worms that was full o,f his 'e,ne{mies,. He said he would go

altho,ugh there we,re as many denitils &,s th'e're' w€'re tiles on the
housesl Knox was a b,rave m&n rvhe,n he e'nt'ered the p'rers'encs

of Que,e,n Mary, and would be rlfove'd neither by he'r t'oars nor
her throats frottt his loyalty to Christ. And boys- and girls ltay
bo,th be brave, brave in telling the truth, bravo in doing the right,
brravs in r,e,proving the, wrottg; b,rave in s,t,anding up for the weak,

a,fraid. neitiler of laught,er nor blows, tha,t, they may have the
corrlfrr,0ndat,io'n of Christ.

He,re is a sho,rt story of a bravo man 'who was prepry'-ed to do

the right, ,even at the ri*to of ofienii"g_ an Emp'ero'r. , The bravo
ma,n was a Norwegian pilot, and the E-rnperor was ths Empe'ro'r

of Germany. The:y **u entering a Noraggian harbour in His
Mrjesty's ya,cht ifru " Hohenzoilern." Th-e entranc,e to the
harbour wa,s very na,rrow and tortuo,us. The whole peninsula is

surrounded by isiands and pe,ahs of rocks jutting.out of, the wat'or,

and the charine,ls often trrtt so clo,se to them that, standing 
-on

the de,cli of a ship, it s,eems that you could almost touch tlrern b-y

r.era,ching o,utt yoni" ha,nrd.. The, No'rwegians' F3o* th'ese' channels

so rvell"that tirey can run through them at high ,speed. ,Indeed,
they b,ecome so expert, that in -foggy_weather they control the
-tip by the revolutions of the *.ruwl-- Th.e indicato,r on the bridge
tells them how fast the engines are going, u,ld, _by counting thg

r,evolutio,ns, thel kno,w *Ii'.t to put t'fre ylroel over' Ro'und

invisibte clifrs uoa pointed. rocks the pilots_whirl the ships without
& tremo,r whe,n the variation. of a h-air's b'r'eadth, almost, wo'ul-d.

tear the bottom out of the ve,s,s,el and sink her with all she carrie'd.

The entrance of the Harbour of Odda is e,specially danger"g*,
a,nd Norclhuus,, o,n his first trip on the yacht, wa's carrying tlr*
,, Hohenzollern " in at half-sp*ua when the Brnperor gamo on the

bridge in one o,f his fits of^ impatie,nce, and orde'red everybgdy

b,olo,i, declaring that they did not know ho'w to handle ? ship;

they rrers ^ **T of .o*o,ids f or running 
^ 
so ilo*V, and he was

going to tako charge of the vessel himsslf. The German offi.cers

Fr"rfrb,ry obeyed, Iho,uqh they exp,e'cte,d in & fe,w minut'es to be
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struggling i? 
. !!t s,€,&r but Nordhuus stood stolidly at his posr,

csa,s,ele,s,sly shifting th,e wheel.
He was a man of medium height, with the fair hair of the"

I{o,rwegjan typ*, woarilg_ ? yelloi ,board, ancl having the bolcl,
strong f,eatures of his Viking &,fic€,st,orrs. The Empleror strode
across the bridgq and ra,ng tiu belt for full spe,ed a,ilead, at the,
sarne time putting o,ut his o,thor hand to take the whe,el.
Ngyd-huys pla,ced himself in the way, a,nd, lera,pin* orrer the, whoel,
called down the t,ub,e tro the e,ngino ro,o,rrr., " HaTf spe,ed 

- 
Nsver

mind the bell."
" You countermand my orders ?" cried. the E,mpero,r, giving the

'b,e11 anothe,r jerk.
" Disr,ega,rd the be11," calle,d ,No,rdhuus through the tubor"

unmoye,d.

- . Thq ^E-p"{T g1ar.*_d ut the pil_gt u mo,ment, and then, drawing
himself _rp stiffiy,.said, rnajesticall;r, " Go below, and repo,rt /ou[
se'lf under arr.est." -

" L,eave t,h9 blidgu,,ll rlspolnde,d Nordhuus, grimly, gra,sping the"
whe'el mo,re firqty. " Th* ship is in my chaigu, aod-I'll have no
interference with my o'rders, from King o,r seri,m an.,,

The o'ffice'rs on t,he de,ctrr hurried sile,ntly aft, wishing well to,
thg pilgt. Nordhuus sto,o,d a,t his po,st, 

- 
unshake,n ny- t,rtre,&,ts,

unheeding comma,nds, and ca,rrie,d the royal yacht safely into the
harbo'ur.

The ne'xt duy the Emporor decora,te,d th,e sturdy pilot with one
of the lower grades o{ the order of the Black Eagle, a,nd ma,de him
his life-pilot for No,rwegian wat,ers.

Answers to Questions in April Numben.
No. wl.-Josrep,h's t,omb. (Io this, question ths sixth line-

sho,uld hav'e, b,oeilr " He, living, we'nt a,way.") No,. \r|Il.-Mo's'gs,,
(N"ry.ti. t?), Elijah (1 Kingsr xix. 4), Je,remiah (Jer. xx. 14-18),"
Jo,nah (Jo,nah iv. 3). N,o. Ix.-Aa,ron's, ro,d (Num.'xvii. 6-8).

Bible Questions for May.

I{o. X.
A s,o,und that now merans, grezr,t dislike

To, one' who, fails' to ple,as,e,,'

In Bible, 1ip.'S: &irrd la,nds wflsr use,d
T'o, gather swarms; o,f beres,.

No. XI.
When in a ne'ighbe,lfl''g, ga,rde'n,

Little b,oys, may " e,a,t, the'ir fiII,"
But " po'uchitg " is' against, the rules

For e,ither Jack or Jill.
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The,r.e, ma,y be, so,me, who do, not hnow
This, home,ly law'si divine;

But, read the' bo'oks' o,f Mose's,
And yo,u'll gerf; it line, for' line.

No. XII.
Will you te,lI me, a, na,rns tha,t, is, honour,e,d and great
On the pagers of Script,ur,er b,oth e,a,r'ly and la,t,e I
fn s'eve'n differe,nt formsr it &,p,p'e&rsr in tho Word,
And on.CI o,f ther srerrrern wasi owne,d by our Lo,rd.

Gbe Ullorlb of fiDtseions.

R.P. MISSION IN ANTIOgH.
Le,tte,r fro,m Dr. MlRTrN.

187

Bnponp going up to Aleppo, which, oo my la,te to'ur, I reached on

lst Januaryfl had b,ee,n writing to our Consul there, asking him

-in 
co,l1eot,io,n with n,e[ / r,e,gulat,io,n,s e,Xerrnp,ting us from custo,msr

duties-t,o prevent,, by all means, the entering of my qa'me _by
the lo,cal u,rthoritie,s as a, rd,ha'ib (monk)n &,st they' welrer, f un,der-

sto,o,d, propositg; including me under tho sa,mo title with the
Romanist missiona,ries, with whom, at Aleppo, they have long
boe,n fa,milia,r. And I had informed the Consul that I would
forego the cus,toms immunity rathor than have Ty name logis-
t,ereE unde,r s,uch ^ heading.- In a,n applica,t,io'n I had made to
the autho,rit,ie,s he'r,e for the' custo,ms exemption, I had, it would
See,m, written my profes'sio,n do,wn " minist,er." I was hardly less

a,muse,d than shoc-ked to find, on arriva,l in A1eppo, that the
autho,rities, re,ading the word " minist'er " as " mo'na,ste'rr" hacl

rsfus,e,d t,o conce,de mo the privileges of mis'siona,ries respecting
custo,ms, until X sho,uld in o'rm the'm a,S t,o' wha,t, t' the' frro'rr&'St'e'Yy "
w&,s, whirch, it, appe,a,r'e'd, tr had.

An o,utst,a,ntiiitg experience on my t,o'ur_ was to disco'ver ths
bo,ld and nnaba,she,d aggressiveness o'f f alse t,ea,chers, who, as

pre,a,che,rs rerpre,s,enting 
-a- so-called Protestant mission, north of

bry field, insinuate themseh'es a,mongst our people, and -proclaim
tho do,ctl.ines o,f " the Higher Criticism." In former lotters, I
have ment,io,ned the adoption, bI the Theological Semio?ty in the
mission refe,rred. to, of a noted text'book of " the Higher Criti-
cisrn." And I was not surprisecl, though greatly distressed, at

learning the result,s. I *as informe'd,. py .very go"+ authoritli
that u1,".h influeince has the Highe'r Criticism alroady obtaine'd

I
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irr that mission's co'rlgregations that a considerablo section ofth." poople no l.onger_ *ie,lcome a cert,ain *ili";;d";i thabmission because he-still ma,int,ains the doctrins of the pteriury
Inspiration { tlu Scriptures. That mission ary has lo,nE bee,n ,a"

spocial frie'nd of mine. It is, I undsrst,and, i"Liro*f*a?ua tSatthero is not 1" ]lu l.arqe missionary corps of if."i ;;F;" any
o'ne who' excels him in l_earning, nor any ono who has mastered
as he ha,s, or speaks a.s .he doJs, the langua,ge of th-e p"opt*. A
na,tive p_a.sto,r of that, missio.n. wqs presenl at a meeting .i mine,
rvhen I disco'ursed a,nd catechis,ed 

"'n 
" The Bible : its Iilerran ry,;,

and so fo'rth ; and he was, the next duy, attackiqg my tsaching- u*falso. For . yeg{s, and especially uirr.u the fiighur Criti.-iu*
e,ntered Syria, I hav,o beea on my every tour, givTng our peoplo
a discours'e o,fr the lloly Scriptui**,_ *orning ih**"ugainst [t .
t,eaching of the " Tigh*r critics." I had th"o ha,ppin&s to per-
ce'iv,e tha,t t,he,sei fals'e, t,e,ach,e,rs, had not found.^ b,.r* m,em6,errs
de,c,eivable,. Certain of these preache,rs had been teiling sorne of
o,ur pe,o_plg that, for inst,ancCI, the histr"y (in Jo,shua x.) 

-ib,out 
the

sun and ths mo'o,n standing still is not true. When I said thatif tha,t, 'w.arsr nro,t tru,€rr neithe,r, of c,o,urs,er, was it truer t,hat,
Chris,t, re,ge frorn th,e' de,a,d, in which case Gosp,e,l t,e,aching
is vainl, and our faith is als,o, vain. our peop,le, he,artil!
replied, " That is, clear." Wh,e,n I re,ma,rked that, ,, io
say the're is no, miraclo is t,o, say thr€,ro, is rro,' God,,,, they
answe,red with wa,rm as,sent, " Certainly." Here, a,s elsewhere,
it will bs o,bserved " tho Higher Criticism " lays down a,s its
foundation the infide,l postulate that miracles-" the super-
na,tu,r'al "-ilr-^ust, b,e de'nied,. T'o, cert,a,in of our people,, who, had
aske,d, " Are no't t'he,s.e strango doctrinss novelties ln your rnis-
sio,n ? " the false t,eacher had &,rlsiwered, " Well, yes ; 

- 
they are

new. Our rnissiona,ries formerly taught as yo,ur missiona,r1r d,oos,
but science has greatly advanced sinco then." " But science ! "
What a libel upon scie,nce, t,o attribute to it these unscientific
po,stula,t,e,s I thss,e oppositions of science, falsely so called, which
so'ffio, pro'fossirg, have erred concerning the faith !

n'[y missionary opportunitie's in Aleppo and Idtib were deeply
interesting I and although the season was midwinter, and sn,o;w'

f ell ropeat;edly, I had frequent meotings and good audiencos.
During my three weeks in Aleppo, f oft,e'n, in the mo,rnings, read
in t'he Hebrerw Bible, under the kind guidance of the Rov. Tlr.
Me,lville Christio, of the Jewish Mission, with whom some of us,
rn thei aut,umn, o,nr Mo,unt, C'a,s,s,ius, r,€ra,d large p,o,rtio,ns, of the' I{erw
'Ie,st,arnent in, the Gr.eek. On Sabbath, 6th March, I preachod
a special sermon on " T'he Bibte and what we owe to itl and on
the Biblo So'ciety T[ork," with spe,cial refere,nce t,o the centenary
of the, Brit,ish and Fore,ign Bib,ler Society, B, sro,cie'ty sio ve,ry help,ful
t,o our miss,ion. The' co'ngregat,ion, in the week following, mani-
fested a very wa,rm inte,rest in the Bible Societl, and ma,ny dona-
tions \\'e,re brought t,o me for it,. The zeal of a number of tlte
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ch'ildren in bringing their little subscriptions, generally from
their own e,arnings, and especially of some who have known the
pinch o'f wa,nt and hunge,re w&rsr quite affecting t,o, rrr,€r. One of the,
first to contribute w&,s a poor man, fathe'r in a large fa,mily, who
have ropeatedly bee'n in very deep pove,rty. He ha,nded me a
Tu'rkish do,lla,r, saying his wife had s,e,nt, five' piastre's (Bld) o,f i't,
t,heir e,ldest little' broy, from his o,wn earnings', a b,isltlth (5+d), a,nd
that the romainder *us from himself ; and he, a,dded tlial or. of
his yo,ungost children had said, " Fa,thor, I wish I could givo &

metalh;k (a halfponny) t,o the Bible Society," and that he
a,nswere,d her, " My daughter, when you a,re bigger I hope you
will giv'e' t,o, it, to,o." A ve,ry poo'r coupler, who, co,uld give, nothing-
but who,se little daught,er, fro,m her own scanty oarnings, brought
an offering-to,ok up a, Bibls, and said, " God be thanked who
se,nt you 

-il*r* 
with- that Boo,k." Two members of the Greeli

Church, a mothe,r and daught,er, coming to the medical dispen-
s&,ry, I said to the daughter, who had bsen a pupil in our
mission scho,ols, " I want a qllarter-dollar from you fo'r the Bible
Society." I do not thinh l felt the least hope of getting it; but
on their next call they handed ms the quarter-dollar for the
Bible Society. We pray that abundant divine blessing may
accompany these and all tho world-wide gifts towards the
so'c,eity's " Centenary Fund."

At our Communion here, on 27tb, March, I was assisted by
Rerv. C. Augustine Do,dds,, of Suadea, a,nd I &rnf. t,o arss,ist him
(D.7.) next, week a,t,his' Co,mmunio,n service in Suadea.

Gemperance.

INTERESTING JOTTINCS.
Tuu Lice,nsiog Clo,urt,sr thloughout, Sco,tland have, just bee,n [e'ld,
and over atl- there is a diminutio,n of lic,e,ns,ed house,s in thE
co,urrtff. The sentim,ent o,l1 the b,e'nch, a,s a rule, was in favour
o,f res,trict,ion, and in a,11 t,he large to,wns the hour of ten o'clock
for closing \vas u,fls,pt,ed unhesitatingly. The're a,re still, however,
hous,es and hours, enough l,eft to ensure that' the coming yea,r will
ha,ve its usual sad holota,ust of victims. One licenc+'holder who
lost her licenc,e th.rough bankruptcy, ma,d'e the re,ma,rk a,ft,erwards

to a ne'ighbour, " After all, I €L,rrr glad I lost the licence; my
children ftuou gr.owing uP, and they sa\Y no go'od; it ry_b'ett,e'r for
them tha,t I am o,ut of the busines,s." Truo words, and hones,t'.

The fo,llowing is given in a co,ntomporary al lgo'od example of
b,fowefl compan)r promotitg. The firm of Watney, Coombe,

Reid E Co., wa,s a co,mbina,tio'n of thre'e s,op&f&t,e compt'nios in
189?. Tho value of the prop'ert,ie,s, was put do'wn at 93,389,000
a,s s,eparate concerils. When they we,re ?T4ga,mat,Ed the valua-
t,io,n lumpod up t,o the, g'r'eat, sLlm o'f €8,593,000, which would
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suggest that, a,l, leas;t, S51000,000 was " w&ter." The conlpanlr
rsr no,w in a bad way-t'he, vendo,rs having ,ea,ch obtained the
purchas,e mone,y fro,m the public when the three conoe,rn,s were
arnalga,mat,e'd.

A striking indication of t,e,mp,erance s,e,nt,iment among the
magist,erial class'es ha,s just be,en given in the form o,f an
iJ.lumina,te'd a,ddress, prrese'nted to Mr. Arthur Chamb,erlain,
exp,rss,sing sympathy with him in the recent p,ers€cutio,n to which
he has b,oor subjected for co,nscience sako, and a,dhe,r.ence to the,
t,emp,era,ncs rerforrr for which he stands. The address was signed
by twelve, hundr,ed licensing magistrat,es, repre,s,enting nine,ty-fiv,o
shires, where county rnagistra,t,ss are found, and rrro,st o,f tho great
to,wns, a,nd ci,t,ie,s'. it is t,hs answ;sr of the magistrat,e,s to the t,[reat
o'f Mr. Balfo,ur that their pow;er shall be crippled. The,s,e

maglstrat,ersi understan:d tha,t th,ey are the, serva,ntrs &,rtd the
pro,t,e,ctorsr o,f the' community, and not the henchmen of th'e
br,e'w,err,s and publica,n,si.

The' Londo'n Da,il,y News ha,s, b,e'en making an,exha,ust,ivre inquiry
int,o the o'wnership o,f the liquor t,rade, and the fo'llowing are sorno
o,f ths sugge'st,ive figures it ha,s co,mpiled. In the Ho,use of
Co,mmons t,hore a,r,e 670 memb,ers; o'f the,se L29 have an int,erest
in the liquor tra,de,, o'r one in every five. Only fo'ur of the,s,e

represrent Scottish constituencie,s,. In the Hous,s o,f Lords the'rs
are 598 memb,srs I of these L67 are int,e.r,est,ed in the trade, o,r one
in ,eve,ry four. The memb,ers of the Privy Council a,r'e 250; of
the,s,e 60 a;r.e in the list. In t,ho ca,so of the Irish Privy Council,
17 out of 65 are in the list. Of tittred p,ors,ons in t,he community
rvho are o,utside the legislature, BB0 have an interest in the trado.
And the sum that the,se members of the ruling clas's and the
arist,o,c y'a,cyr ho'ld in their own right amount,s to nine and a half
million po,unds. As the Da'ily JVews sagely re,rnarks'-(( Mr.
Balfour is a,t, this mo,ment inviting Dukos, Marquises, wealthy
poerrs:, a,nd comfortable capitalists to vot,o thomsolves a douceur
out of the taxers paid by the middle cla,sses and the artisans. It is
not t,he will o,f the pub'lican, but the will of the p,e,e'r which dictates
his legislation. T'hs retailer in a tied hous,e' will be kept by his
titled masters at a very sa,fe dist,a,nce from tho golden streatn."

The t,e,mp,e,r&r1C,O o,utlook in l{'ew Zealand is sa,id t,o b's much
bright,er t,lran it is a,t ho,me,. The tempe,rance vot,e. is growing
larfe,r EVery Jrear; woman s,uffrags is augmonii"g it a,t evsry
e,le,itio,n. 

-Already a majority o,f the people havo regis,t'ered
t,h,e,mselve,s a,t the polls as in favo'ur of the annihila,t'io'n of the
liquor traf;fi.c; and when t,hres-fifths of the peoplo vo'te _that *aFr
asl undoubtedty it is s,a,id thty so,o,n will, then the death kne'll of
t,he salo,o,rr wilt have b,e,e,n sounded in all pa,rts of ono of the large
do,minions of the English-spe,aking; ra,ce, and nat'ional prohibit,ion
will ha,ve come to, one country o,n t,he e,arth. I'n o'ur own cottntry
legisla,tive mea,sur,ss are b,eing pushed fo,rr,vard that will give ths
dr-ink trade a firmor foothold in the countrv than eve'r.
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Close of the Session of the Theological tlall, Ireland.

llHn session fo,r 1903-190+ clo,s'ed o'n Thurs,day, 7th April, when
the C;ommitt,ee, o,f Superintendenc,e, merb. T'en- stude,nts had bee,n
in et,ttendance. Of these ons co,mple,te,d his co,urs,e. There werig
five, students o,f the se,cond y.e&,r, a,nd fo.ur o,f the first year. Ttre
Professors w:e,re a,bl,e, to prrese,nt very erlg,grrraging repbrts of the
diligence and progros'sr o,f the yo,ung men undef the,ir car,er. It
miglrt int,ere's't're,a,derrs; o,f The Wotness to,know just.what studies
yo,ung men at, the T'he,ological pursuei. They 

" 
have systematic

theo'logy and Christian e,t,hics with Dr. Dick, church history and
pa,storal theology with Profes,so,r Ho,usto,n, and He,br:ew Bib,le and
'Greek Ne,w Tesrt,a,m,e'nt with Dr. Lynd. E,ach student delive,rs
.& sermon in publlc -during the se,s,s,io,n. The, first year me'n give,,
b,eside'se B,,rr exposition of a, Ps'alm j th'e' second year mern glver an
exercisrs on a passags from the' GrEek T'e,stament l and the, third
.ysa,r mie{n giv,e a lectur,e a,nd an ,exgrcis,s fro'm a pasisa,ge in the
H,ebre'w Bible. These, Sgfrn,ons a,nd ,exe,rcis€sr &re criticised by tho
students and P'r'o,fessio,rsr a,nd s;uch su$$erstio,n,s &,s s,oonl rl,ecsssary
and profita,ble aro give,n.

T'he' Archibald Burssr'I, given at the close of each session, w&,s
,divided be'twe,en Mr. J. A. Lyons', 8.A., o,f th,er srecond ysar, and
Mr. T. B. M'Farla,o€,r 8.A., of th,e' first, Jrea\ the,ir marks being
equal. ft would be a worthy and helpful service' if some, me'mber
,of the Church 'woro to pla,cer fl,i grs,go,n:d p'rize' a,t, thei disp,osal of th,e
co,mmit,t,e,g when a " tig " occurs b,e'twe'e,n two s,t,udent,s, o,r when
two are vory closo to, e,a,ch o,the,r, as a ptuae ot fi\, when dividod,
doe,s not give a large, sum t,o s,tudent,s who have, worked faithfully
and ma,de, marked pr,ogre€s either during then s,e,s,s,io,n o'r be,'twe,en

the sessions'.
The clo,sing le,ct,urne o,f the s,es'sio,n wa.rs d,e,liv,e,red in the Hall o,f

the, Dublin Ro'ad Church in the, evoning by Rev. S. R. M'I'[eilly,
8.A., his qubject be,ing " The True, Fo,undatio,ns of National Gre'at-
nerss &,[d Glo,ry." A, vo,t,er of thanks was p.as,sred t,o the lectur'er, and
a reique'st for the, publica,t,ion of the' lecture in the C oaenanter wa,s

acce,ded to.

The joint Pr.es,byt,e,rie,s ,of Edinburgh and Glasgo'w mset on
Monday, 9th Muy, a,t 4 o/clock.

TheSynodwillmee,tintheeveningo,ftheSamod,yat7.30.
On Sabbath morning, 10th April, immediately aftsr public

'wo,rship, Loanhead R.P. Congre,gatio'n was alarmed to find that
firs had broken out irr the hall adjoining the Church, closo to the
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flue of the hoating charnber. Attempts to get at the fire werer

soon stopped by the va,st voluril€,s of suffocating smoke, and. the
local fir'erme,n were summoned in haste. With promptnes,s and
skill the'y srucce,e,ded in subduing the fire. Ha,d it, not tre'en noticed
and d'ealt wi,th at, o,nce, t,he whole fabric o,f ha,ll a,nd Church wo'uld
have b,e'en speedily de'stroyed. The damage, which was con-
side,ra,blo, is covered by insurance'.

Opening se,rvices, extending over the first three Sabbaths of
last rnonth, wero held in connection rvith the new Church build-
ings of the R.P. Church at Larne, o,f which ths Rev. S. Hanna,,
8.A., is the est,e,emed rniniste,r. Drs. Kerr and Lynd pre'a,ched

o,n the first two, Sa,bbaths. The t,ota,l cost o,f the buildings is oYer
S1300, &,n,d mo,re than thre'e'fourths, of this, sum has b,Een con-

tribute'd by the Congregatio'n.

lHotes on tbe Eapacu.

h is reported, with what truth we do not knor,v, that Pius_ X. has

boen reading Dr. Robert,so,n'S vo,lume, " The Roman Catholic
Church in Italy," and that he has profit,ed by the study. For it
is announced in Rome that ho lta,s decided to send visitors to
ea,ch of the 263 dio,cesan s,ees in Italy to inquire into " the statei

of religion, the cha,ract,err and work of the priests, and the- instruc-
tion glven to the children." R*ports Yery *.tjh. depend on tho
bias of the rep,orters I but if these visitors us,e their eyes qtrd ears

to disco,yer ati the' facts and make a faithful return, then the Pope
will hnd out that it is time he was setting his house in, order.
Whe,n he ha,s put Italy right, his wo,rk is no't finished. Let, him
re,ad the thre'e,-vo,1um:ers o'f o'ne, of his' own's,o'lfs'r Mr. M. J. M'Carthy,
about Ireland, the last of which, " Romo in lreland," is just now

published. Mr. M'Carth;r is a writer who understa,nds what he
writers a,b'out, and h,e is specially strong in his facts. Thq Pope

w,o,uld do well to, sit for 
-a few 'weeks at the feet of thE Dublin

b'arrist,er.

Roma,nists, eyerJrwhere carry out the principle, if they can' o!

the Irish Catholic Association, that is, to " come out on top."
King Edward. has sanctione,d a new table _of precede,lco for the
Ausiralian Co,mmo,nwealth. Immediatel;r afte'r the State
Govern,or, who, pres,umably, represents Royalty, and before the
Prime Minister'of the Commonwe,alth, a,re to come Cardina'l
Moran, tho Ro,man Catholic " Primate " of Australia, ryd
Archbishop ,sa,umarez Smith, the Anglican Primate, s'ide by 9i,Qe.
As for the King, we presumo that, in a matt,er of this hind, he

do,ss a,s ho is iistruct-ed, a,nd. his ins,tructio,ns are presumably in

acc,ordance with the spirit of the " Cons,titution," but in regard
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to the ot,he,r trvo, one hardly knows what to rvonder at most, the
a,rrogant a,ssurnption of the Cardinal, or the humiliating weak-
hneedness of the Archbishop.

The Confe,ssional has a, secure place in the Anglican Church, and
the Prime Ministe,r did not ne,ed to appo'int a lloyal Commis,siort
t,o discover it. One of his bishops, Dr. Got,t, could have given hirn
in-fo,rmation at first hand. The Bishop of Truro is the author of
a vo,lume, " 'fhe Parish Priest of the Town," in which he comrne,nds
to the Priest,s of his Church-the nation's Church-a book
rvritt,en by a Ro'man Ca,tholic, Abbe Gaurne's M anual f or
C oruf essors, o,f which the fo,llowing ,extractrsr &,re, a s,pecimrerr r-
u'The ordinary and right cust,om a,mong the faithful is to bring
ctrildren to confe'ssion when they are sr€,vor years old.t' " Tho
Pries,t in the Conf,e,ss;ional is to act as God, for it is not man, but
God, who,m the penitent in the Confe'ssional obeys." " He who
obeys his confessor is sure no,t to be called to account for his
actions by God." " Bve,n shameful s,ins must be, co,nf,s1gg,od. The
Fa,ther confess'or i's to say, Courage, do not b'e, a,fraid, make a good
conf,e,s'sion. Do not, ke,ep b'a,ck anything through shams.'l Ths
confe'ssor is urged t,o b'e " charitable and discroet with every one,
but ospe'cially r,vith women, in helping them to confe'ss shameful
sins." In fa,ct, the wo'rst abominations and crimes of the Con-
fe,s,sional are admitted in this bo'oh, which is st,rongly commended.
by the,Lo,rd Bisho,p o,f 'Iruro. Aft,er all, an English Bishop and a
Romish Cardinal may well walh s'ide by s'id,e, for there is little
to separate them.

Cardinal Gibbo,rls,, one of Rome's leading American bishops, has
bee,n vapouring in the C entwry as t,o what Le'o. XIII. would have
done foi the City of Rome if only he had ha,d the opportunity.
But the N etrs Y orlc Obseruer do,es not believe him. It recalls the
time unde'r Pius IX., when the condition of llorne was a scandal
throughout tho civilised. world, a,nd a foreign arrty protected the
Pops from his own poople. Dr. A. D. White, in his Recollect'ions
af D,iplornat'ic L'if e, says that when he saw Ro,mo under Pius
IX. " it was dirty, unhempt, wret,ched, 'e,Yery no,blo thought
repre,ssed, every legitimat,o aspiration stifled, but now, under the
King of Italy, he, saw' the city ext,ende,d, b,e,autifierd in o'utward
appearance, 

-streogthened in ths charact,er of it,s pe,ople, superior
in 

-every 
resp,ect t,o what it had been under the Popo King."

Sambuy, the eminent syndic of Turin, decla,res tha,t', evsn if the
kingdorn of Italy were des'troyed to-morro'vr', the Papal Govern-
rnent could never again rule Ro'me.

A ve,ry fo,rcible le,a,flet ha,s been issued by the Convent Inquiry
Society, which put,s the caso aga,inst the foreign Orders that aro
flocking into this count,ry from France into the, most compact
fonn. -It quotes a significant passagCI from the eminent French
sfs,f,s6,lr1a,.n, M. Yves Guyot, '-(( Th'e religious congregations, 'i.e.,
orders of monks and nuns, 

^re ^ 
State within a Stats. But they
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ars not mere'ly that. They also, po,ssesis a terribly solvent force,,
and, liko the.strong vinegar !,hat bursts granite' ro6Ls, a,rer capable
of unde,rmining the mosl so,lid edifice r6ised by the most ,roit"d
pe'ople. .- . The si€,crst o,f the po*ur .wielded by the
:.otgl.gati'ons lies in the fact that time is on their side. 

- 
They

live fo,r erver. Th.y ne,ver flug, ngver w€,&,r.Fr novor srca,tter their,
fo,rces, and ne,ver aba,ndon their a,ims. Thuy t y, t y, and try,
again, profiting by elvqF difficulty, do,mestic or foreign, in whicir
'we ma,y g€t ,e'nt,angled, and croating them whe,re fhey do not
o,ccur in th,e na,t,ural cours,e o,f events, until a,t las,t a breach is
ma,de through which they can enter." Truer .words were n,sver-
spokon. tr'rancs und,e,rsta,nds this; Brita,in do,e,s not.

3nterestinq ]temo.

THn next meet'ing of the Pr,esbyt,erian Co,uncil will be he,ld in
Liverpool thisr yea,r, and it,s me,e,tings will ext;e,nd from 28th June
to ?th July. It will co,ns,ist of a,bout g0O de,legat,es fro,m Churche,s
in Scotland, England, Ireland, Wales, from the R,ef ormed
Churches o,f thJ Continent, from the colonies of Cana.da,
Australia, and l{ew Zeala,nd, from the llnited States and Sout}i
Ame'rica, and from different parts of Africa and Asia. They will
ropr€rsont a,bout 90 Churches, 240 Synods, 1400 Presbyteries,
27,000 ministers, 130,000 elders, and 500,000 members. Those
figures give sorno idea of the ecclesia,stical organisation repre-
s'ent,e'd in the Presbyterian Alliance.

GEnera,l Boo,th, talking to an interviewer on his last birthday,
wa,s asked whether he was satisfied with his life's work. (( l!'o-''
he answered. " Satisfied ? Who could be satisfied amid the
indifference utd disbelief of to-day ? Look at the multitudes
around us who cars nothing fo,r God. Looh at, tho growing
&r$nost,icism o,f the pero,pler. Lo,ok a,t, the, wre,tchedne,s,s' and suffer'
ings of the pool. Look at our national sins. I{over was selfish-
ne$s so marke,d as a national vice a,s it is to-day. How can &

man be satisfied when sin has got hold of the nation so ? "
Th,e wealth of Britain is enormouq as may be gtressed from thl

Bxchequer re,venue, which, this last year, was S1391060,000.
And let, this grea,t sun] is insufficient to meet the country's
liabilities. It is computed that the Chancellor of the. Exchequer
will noed, next year, not less than SL+2',800r000, a Sum rliirh
witl call fo,r addiiional t,axation. H,e proposssr t'o, rais,e 82,000,000
of the sum' wanted by addin$ a penn)r to the inco,m+tax I another
92,000,000 by an additional duty of twopenco on toa; and half
a'million by iaxation'on toba,cco. Thero se€ms to bs room and
great nsod 

- 
for reform in ths matter of national extravagance.

1?



I{orps AND CouunNTs. 195

The no'nnal expenditure of the State has risen by nearly
960,000,000 in less than a quarter of a ce,ntury. During th!
past t'e,n yea,rs it has been incroasing a,t ths rate of four and a
quarter millions a year, while 91G0,000,000 have been added to
the National Debt. \tury much of the extravagance is duo to
the spirit o,f milit,a,rism, and ths sooner a halt is cilled the b,etter.
The 

-na,t,ion, moreov.er, spends in stro,ng drink alone not only as
much &,s wo'tlld cover all this na,tio,nal expenditure, but thirty-two
millions To.r9. Figuros of this hind stiould give people serious
p,a,u,se t,o t,hin,k.

A Ge,rman newsrpeper-the Bavaria,n l{,irc/tenhote-gives t}re
following reminiscence of Professor Tholuch :-The ?rofessor
once related-" I could not for a long time understand why the
Psalms of revengq'(not revonge, but rigt teo,us retribution), con-
taining such fe,arful wishes against the enemies of God, were
placed in the Bibl'e. Then I onco met a studont, a,nd asked him
how her tr64 go,t, fre'e fro,m his sins and fo,und Go,d. This yo,uth
confe,s,sed tha1, after one duy reading ono of those Psalms, it
o'verpowe,red him with such a fear of sin, and co,ncoption o,f the
ho,liness o,f God, that his coirn'ersion began with the reading of
the,se Psalms. Eve,n all which sta,nds inlhe Holy Scriptur**"hu,
its airn-sns portion is r,vritten f or olrr consola,tion and
strengthe'ning; a,no,thor for exhortation and warning. We must
only sharpen o,ur inner ear, that we may at a,ll times listen to
the voice of the Holy Spirit."

thotee BnD Oomlnenta,

The British Flag over ltalian Convents.

Trrn community or the St,at,o that would fight with Rome must
be up ,e'arly in the morning, for there is no syste,m so astute"
or wideawa,ke as Ro,me. Dr. Robertson, of Venice, calls attentio,n
to an illuStra,t,io,n of this in Italy ab the pre'sent tirne. In 1870,
whe,n the' Pope, lo,st, his temporal powre,r, the' Italian Cha,mbEr'
passod a- law s:uppre'ssing all the monasteries and nunneries in
Italy. I{o new mo,na,stic buildings ccluld be erecte'd, and no new
mo,nks o,r nuns crea,t,ed. A life intre'ros't wa,s given t,o the then
existing religio'us orders I b,ut,, as thoy died out, the monastories
and nunnetr'ies were to be turned t,o other us,es. They have been
turne'd into' b,arracks for soldiers, hospit'als for the p:oor and sich,
s,cho,ols, and business-hous,e,s. In ordinary ca.,sr€rs this law would
have given, as it was msa,nt to give, short shrift to all those
inst,itutio,hsi but Rome's cunning was g'qual to the eme,rgency.
Fo,reigners could still ho'ld pro'perty in Italy, no matter what the
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property might be*-church, or rnona,st,orf, or private dwelling.
An Englishman, th,erefore, could, if so disposed, bry an old
mo'rr&s,te,rfr or build a new one. Accordingly, when an old
mona,s,tie building fell in through the de,cease of thoss who had
occupied it in 1870, an English Roma"n Catholic pe,er, or Romish
society, was got to bty it ; and in s:orrro ca,se,s e,ven to lruy land,
erspecially in Rome,, and build mo,nasteries on it. In the sa,mer

wa,y, a fo,r'eigner having property in Italy could havo a,s many
s,orv&rlts a,s he cho,se, and clothe them as he liked. Accordingly,
these English-bought and English-owned establishments were
filled with monksr &nd nuns, who '!r:ere, registe,re'd &s, servants, o,f

the English proprieto,rs, and dr-essed in the garb of monks and
nuns. The'se buildings rank as private p,rsperty, and tho monhs
and n,uns, a,riei the, se'rvan,ts of the,ir English maisrt;elrs; in t,he
eyes of the law they are to,lerated as such. The)' aro monks and
nuns., ho,lvever, all the same, and they carry or, in the teeth
o,f the law, the work that w&,si declare'd illegal in 1870. The,s,e,

English-own,e,d establishurents have of late gre,atly increased, t_ill
now in Ro,me alo,ne t,hey nurnber 362. The rvonder is, on the
o,ns hand, that Britain allows hEr flug to fly olrer institutions that;
a,re const,ructively illegal, and e,yen treas,ottable, in lands rvith
u,ho,se rul,ers she is on friendly terms I and, o,rl the other hand,
that the Italian Government t,o,lerates this fo,reign invasion and
violation of law. Italy, horvever, is becoming alive to the
da,nge,r, an'd alre,a,dy an agitat,ion isr on flo,ot, that, it is hop'ed, will
before long lead to their suppression. It is expe,cted lQt at arr

e,arly datJ a bill wilt be introduced into the House of Deputies
to deal with them.

Creat Britain and France.

In the,se days when, a great war is in progre,ss in t'he Far East,
and. whe,n s, g,park might at any moment k'indle a great conflagra-
tion n€&,f,€rr ho,me, it is like good news from a far country to
le,arn o,f the friondly agreem"ent that has just be'en conle to
betwee'n Great Britain and Fran,ce. War is such an inhuman way
of s,e,ttlins nat,io,nal quarrels, and so out of harmony- with the
spirit of ihe Gospe,l of Christ, that y_e a{e glad to hail any step

tirat makes unnscessary or impossible the te'rriblo arbitrament
of the s,word. A treaty has just be,en franred bet,we'e'n two strong
na.tions by which formidable outstanding difiere'nces havs be'ert

amicablv settled. The tre,atlr is a, ve,ry complicated diplorna,tic
a,rrangerlleflt,, and it swe,ePS atay dange'r'OUs qUe,St;iO'ns that
rnsnaied the pea,ce of these nations in difier'ent parts of the

wo,rld-in Newfoundland, West Africa, Morocco, Siam, Egypt,
an6 t,he New Hebrides. Diplornats have been wranglit g over

these questions for )'ears, and {"9* time to time it wa,s fsared

that sr*u unhappy 
- 
blunder might plunge these countries into

wa,r; but now :thbu* questions aro a,greeably, to ' all partios,
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settled. Each na,tion seems to ha,ve re,aso'n to be satisfied.
Perhaps France, ha,s ga,ine,d mo,st in t,he, compa,ct,; but, after
Egypt and Fashoda, Britain need not be ungenerous. Thre,e
convontions have be,en signe,d. The first deals with Egypt and
l\{oro'cco; the s,e,cond with Newfo'undland a,nd We,st Africa ; ancl
th,e, third with Siam, the Ne,w He'brid,es,, a,nd Madag'ascar. In
Egypt, Brita,in obtains a free ha,nd, while France secures the
neut,ra,lisation of the Susz Canal, and a gua,rant,ee for Freo Trade
for thirty ye,ars. In rcigard to the other count,rie's, all c&us€,s
of friction havs bee,n rerno,ved. The hope was recently express,ed
in the British Hottse of Lords, a hopo ho,nourable to that Ho'use,
that this compa,ct, with tr'ranco wbuld form a prece,dent that
rnight be use'fully follo'wed in Britain's negotiations with other
count,rie's. Tho utterance of such a, ho,po was a, frank, dire,ct
invitation to, tho diplornatists' o,f all n:ationsr to co,mer an,d dis'cuss
all the que,stions on which their countrie,s a,nd ours differ. Diplo
rrla.c/r wit,h it,s cautious r€serve a,nd its op€rn que,stio'ns', is ofte'n
rlo be'tter than it is calle,d; it is often suspected of lacking the
desired e,lernents of straightfo,rlva,rdne,ss 

- and truth ; utiO if
diplom acy co,uld be supplanted by honest attempts, pervade,d
rvith the spirit o,f righteousness and truth, to dis,cuss and settle
all questions o'f nati,onal differences, it rvould be the inauguration
of a new era among the nations. A good beginning, at any ra,to,
has be'en rna,d,e in this treaty.

The English Licensing Bill.

Of la,t,e ye&rs the Brewst,er Sessions in ltrngland, which
corrreis,p,ond to' the Lic'ensing Co,urts in Sco,tland, have be,e,n

reducin;g the numb,er of lice,n,s,es, irr tho,se district,s whe're they were
conside'ied unnecessr&r r and a reduction of somo 6000 hal bee,n
'effe,ct,ed during the pa,st t,wentrl years. This re,duction no'twith-
st,a,nding, ho$'€,vorr the're, a,r'o still 100,778license,s in England, or
one to every sixty families. A fe'w months a,go the b,rerw,e,rsr

who thought the,ir craft was in- danger, sent a fl,siput,a,t,io'n to the
Prirne Ministe,r wi,th an appeal ad nrisericord,iam, and dre'w
from him a, reproof to' the' rnagistra,te,s, a,nd the p,ro'mise that he
would intro,d:ucs a Bill that would calm their fears and place their
calling o,rl a rnore st,abler fo,undat'io'n. He has hept hisr word. Last
nront6 ho introduc'e,d the prornisecl Bill. It has given satisfaction
to " The 'I'rade " a,s " a,n hone's,t e,ndeavour to settle a difficult and
conrplex que,stion," and it has filted 'with disgust all r,vho

earnestly desire to, sse Britain a sober nation. The Bill contains
two ma,in provisio,ns. First, it limits ths discrot,io'nary power of
the lice,ns,ing ma,gistra,tes, for it takes fro,m them the power
altoge,th,e,r of refus,ing rerrer,vals unless for misco,nduct. Seco,nd,
it puts into' the ha,nds o,f the Qua,rter Session,s, 'i.e., all the Justices
of t,he Pe,ace fo,r e,a,ch countl as a Court o,f Appe,al, to decide as
to whet,her' liss,ll,gisisr s'hould be' withdrawn when not ne,ede'd, and
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whe're licens,e's a,re withdrarvn f or that cause it de,oree,s that
compens;a,tion sha,ll b,e' provided o,ut of a furrd to tro ra,ised fronr
th,e t,rado it,self by a gra,duated schenre. of licenso duties. A
nra,jority of 167 in t,he House of Co,nunorrs favoure,d the lirst read-
ing of the rr€,asure. Oddly enough, Mr. IJalfo,ur deferrrded his Bill
as " er, great te,rnpora,rrce rneasure." He .would harte us re'gard hirn
fl,,s a t,eurrpe,rancer re,forute,r, just, a,sr in ano,t,lrerr de,pa;rt,tne,ttt, of his'
polit,ical la,bo,urs he would have us regard him B,s " an arderrt
Prote,st,ant." If he is eit'her t,her ons or the othe,r, both ternperance
a,nd Pro,t,e,s,tarrtisrn may sa/r " Save us fro,rn our frie'ttds." But
his policy is t,o, win t,he support of t'lte trade, f o,r ho is tiot
oblivious"of the fact tha,t o'rre o,f every five nt,entbers o,f the House
of Co'rnrr.on;s, and one out of ,every fo,ur in the Hous,e of Lords has
an int,e,r€ist in the t,ra,ffic. 'I'he two fatal e,r'ils in the Bill aro :-_
Ir',irst, it takes a,way frorn th,e rnagist,ra,t,es ili each district', whoare
be,st fitted to kno,w tlrc circuurs,t,&,nc€'s,, arrd'who directly voico the
"rvis,he,s of the people, th,o right to close one pub'lic-hous'er unle'ss

t,here has been u irr.u,ch o,f oertificat,e. A district Inay be oYerr-

crowded rvith public-ho,us,e,s, arrd the pe,ople, feeling the burde'n
of rnisery and rate,s that tlrey ,entail, may cry out' aga'insl thern,
but the ma,gist,rat,es are to have their hands tied so that they can

d.o nothirg.- Forr 400 years they have had the rigL!,,_l'*_the repr'e"
sent,a,tives, o,f the people (for rvho,se be'ne,fit these public-hous,os B.ro

suppo,sed to b,o pe,rmitted), to sey how rltfl,n;r such house's arel

re'quired.. But by this Bill that p,orver is take'n fronr thern, and.

ttre people a,re de,prived of all po,wer. Justicers ,of the Pe,B'ce1 lnein

not pop-ularly ,ele,cted, eurd $,ho*nto,st of them-live at a distance
frorn the localitie,s int,e,re,st,€,d, have all the pow'er of dis'p'o'sal put
into tfuEir lrandsr. Seconcl,, w]ren the, Qua,rte,r Se,s,srionis, withdra,w
a lice,nse wlrich is not required t,hey must provids comp'ensa,tion.

The purport of this is to give the trade, what it has noYer had,

o o.*l,*d right in every licens,e. The liquo,r_t,ra,ffi.c is a monopoly,
it is op,en Io but a few se,le,ct and favour"ed perrsons, in the com--

nrunity, and it,s re,sults jn the gast ha,r'e t),e,en so dirs that the
governlng lrowe,rs have always fe'lt that it must Lrs he,ld by t sliort

Erip. AJ ; co{rseque,nce, the ry]e has ahvays bee'n that a lic'ense

i'* $t""t,e,d for but o;Ile yeal. _ 'l"he sanle authority tJlat give's the

licJnse ca,n, at t[,e expirlr of the year, n'ithdraw it. If nren cho'ose

t.o inrrest grea,t surns in the liquo,r' business it is be'caus'e the're are

gre'a,t profrt* in it, and they ao it at their own risk. N9 nublican
ever o,pened a public-lro,us,b out of de,fererlce to the wishes of the

.o*r11rlnity; ho go,e,s into the trade for his own be'hoof, and with
a, cle,ar ,rrid**.taiding of the larv. In . such circurnstance's, f_o'{ a

Gove,r,nment to propose a 8il1 t'trat, its toon as me'n got lrold fo'r

n y,.ur of tlis *ooopoly-a monop-oly .that lne'nac,e's 'eYerry o'the'r

irud*, a,nd. nrea,ns drunkonnerss, and crime, tlnd misery wherever

it pr.ospers,-t,he co,mmunity shall then and thsre be s,zuddled with
it for ,€,v€rl': o,r' elsie, s,e,ture, t,lrelnr co'mp'elns'at'ion, isl t'lrer rflorst'

r*,trograde proposal that c,ouid po'ssibly be rna'de. As Mr'

f--
I
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Arthur Chamb,erlain *11d, " The traffic in drink is by ,erve,IT

a,dmis'sio,n a perilous tra,ffic, and the country ca,nnot afford-to re,lax
n single- par_! of its grasp upon it,." It will bo a, standing sham,er to
t,he na,tio,n if it a,ccepts Mr. Balfour's measure.

The Jesuits in Cermany.

'I'he Jesuits have h,e,sn expelled in turn from ahnost every
courrtry in Europ,e, a,nd olt€, o,f the, political ma,rvels of tlie new
century is tha,t the Fe,de'ral Co,uncil of Gerrna,ny, on the 8th of
March last, conse,nted to the r,epeal of tho se,co-nd paragraph of
tlro Ant'i-Je'suit law of I87 2. The law itself contains only three
para,graphs. The first o'f these declares that the Order- o'f the
Jesuits a,nd all related orders a,nd congregations a,rs excluded fr:om
German te'rritory, and that the fo,rma,tion o,f Josuit sre'ttlements is
prohibited. The s'econd paragraph, which is now repealed, gives
the Gove,rnmsnt power t'o expel foreign Jesuits, and either prohibit
o,r othe,rwise, regulate, the s,et,tlement of individual German Jesuits
in any way that tho autho,rities thought fit. The third para,graph
pron'ide's fo,r the mea,ns of rnahing the law effective. The enact-
ment is so, r'evo,lutionary that ii hhs caused painful surprise in all
the Pro,tersitant communitiu* of the Germao ,r-uti"rr. Th; centre or
Ro,mish party in t,he Reichstag several time,s prevaile'd on that
body to ask the Bunde,srat,h o'r Fede,ral Council to re,pea,l the Jesuit
la,ws, hut up till now in va,in; and it, was, co'nfidently believed that
nothing could cha,nge the Anti-Jesuit feeling o,f the Council. Fro,m
time to t,ime, moreover, r€prosienta,t,ive bo,dies in the Prot,estant
Church , tho Prus,sian Upper Church Convent,ion, the Prussian
Gene,ral S'yno,d, the Ge'rman Pro,te'stant Church Convention, with
many others, petitionEd the Council not to' lis'te'n to the Reichstag.
But, in spite o,f a11,.and to the indign,ation of all, the Council has
now co,mpletely revo,rs€d its policy, and pass,e'd an Act in favour
o,f what ths tr),va,ngelical " Bund " calls the " Notorious destroyers'
of ecclesiastical and. national peace-the X'athers of the Society of
Je,sus." The pro,test- issu'ed by the " Bund " does not scruplo to
say that the Government has rep'eale,d the paragraph not be,caus,e
of mistake,n idoa,s of religio,us liberty, but f,6i purcha,s,e momenta,ry
po'litical a,dvanta,g,es. And this s€ernls to b,e true. The Govern-
ment need's the Romish parties in the Reichsitag and in the Lowe,r'
Houss o'f the Prus's,ian Di,et, ir o,rder t,o havo a working majority,
for the Ro,mish s,ections can t,urn t'he scale on all questions-&$
often ha,ppens ro&r€r honre. Ancl as the Imporiat Go,vernmerrlt has
Bills in hand which it is nto,st, d.e,sirous to pas,s, it bids he,avily
fo,r the support of the Roman Catholics. The Government is
most anxious to incre'a,se the army and exte,nd the navy-objects,
rvhich, on their own me,ritsi, t,he Romish mombers would have
oppo,se,d, but the nsw le'gis,la,tion in fa,vour of the Je'suits has
bought off their opposition. Sad to s,B,[, this is only onE o,f the,
many sympto'ms tha,t Ro'me is successfully striving t,o " be on the
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top " in Germany. Everywhere Romanis,ts a,re vaulting into high
places. They ar,e obtaining pos,it,io,ns in the universit,ie's, in the
Army and Navy, and in clo,s,e p'roximity to tho Thron,e; the
Emperor himsslf is t,o'o ready to cater to their d'emands. When
in Ro,me not, lo'ng ago ho paid a,n officia'l visit to the Popo, and
he is. always rea,dy to ingra,t,iat,e himsslf with the mitred serva,nt,s

of " his holiness." It certainly sroorrs strange that the t'wo

co,unt,ries in Euro,pe that were tho ho,mos of the Reformation aro
now ths two co,untriers that are drifting away most rapidly fro'm
their own hero,ic and nohlo p'a,st. Tho land of Luther, the land
of Wycliffe, and La,timer, and Ridley-thes,e are the lands which
the Church of Rome is most succerssfully explo'iting, and that to .

their fatal hurt, t,o-day. It is beyond all recko'ning sad. Let the
faithfutr .ry unto, the-Lord, that He dEliver these lands fro,m the
fatal infatuation that is m,e,a,nwhils carrying the,m forward to dis-

honour and ruin. Every na,t,ion in the p'ast that nursed Po'pery

was do'o,med.

The Musical Titles of the Psalms.

All love,rs of the Psra,lms will hail with p,Ieas,ure a, book rece,ntly
published that br,e,a,ks, ne,w ground in dealing with the, inspired
it u*,rul ,o,f pr:a,ise. It de'als with the musical title,s o'f the, Psalms.

The,s,e titles have, all alo,ng ha,d the,ir placo in t'he te'xt, but for
2000 yea,rs they ha,ve b,een s,ile'nt, as the,if riler&,lling w1,u o P{st'ery
no scholars .olld srolve. Light ]ras sprung up in t,he' da,rkne,ss

at la,st, a,nd. Mr. Thirt,le's' ne* book is' of gre'a,t, value'.. His
contenii"r, is that t,here h,a,s b€r€il rro,w fo'r a, long time a displ&co'
ment o,f the " chief mus,iciB,,Il " line pr',efixe'd to, tho Psalms', &,ild

tlat whEl that disrplacemer rt is corre,ct,erd the' meaning be'com'e's

at orlce intetligiblE and the value of t,he Psalm is enha,nced

o.roodingly. But how has Mr. Thirtle made the' discowery'!

11 this iu'iy. In the prophecy o'f Habakkuk the'ro is &, Ps'alm

standing fiy it,self, without aly othe'r Psa,lp .preced'ing or

fo,llowirfr. it has ^ musieal title', a,nd that title is pllce{, n9t

at the Eeginning, but at tlro end o,f the, Ps'alm. And tJris is
the Oriental method. In tlr.at fa,ct luy tho hint. The' musical

title,s in the Psalms brelong properly not to t,he Psalms to which

they a,ro prerfixed, but to tfre-psatmi respective'ly -tha't th*y fo'llow.

And whe,n they are rea,d in that comirect,io,nr_ brought the'reby

into, a,s,s,ooia,tiorl with the'ir properr Psa'}ms, they-- impart fr'esh

ir*1, and. add new beauty. tb ,t[rern. This contribution to the

lit,era,tur,ei of the, Psalms 
"should e,nhance, the'ir va,lue to' thos'e

who love the songs o'f Zion'

I{ ote.Aho namCI, o,f inquire,r is, not, re'clt}ested fo'r publica,tio'tr.


