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NEW YEAR LICTITS AND SHADOWS.

,\s tlre New Year'loours itrto vien'n'e feel that, rve nre beirrg

carried on the hasting rvings of Time past another milestone

in the track $'hose terminus is Eternitl" It is a momerttous

thing for the indii'idual. Antl even in the rvorld's history one

,vear has often meant vast ancl pel'manent change. Nearlv

overy ono of the decisive battles of the rvo|icl Ti'as fought in

less than one day. Snrn" of them were practicaily over rvithin

an hour after the first shock of combat. And the greatest of

all battles knorvn to God or man was fought and won n'ithin
twenty-four hours, n'hen the Lord of Glorv \Y&s arrested, tried,
condemned, crucified, and appeared a conquering Spirit in
Paradise, all betrveen sunset and sunset. Ilis resurrection fol-

lot'ed before men had twice slept, and tlio glorious hope was

founded in eternal fact. We need not be astonished, then,

if we can discern rvithin the narrow limits of any trvelve

months manv turnings in the strearn of historv and monu-

mental acts of over-ruling Providence. .
Looking back over the year just gone, 1\ro can see in the

Edinburgh Missionary Corrference one rlistinct landtuark in the

religious history of the u'or'ld. The meetings held in the
Scottish metropolis from l4th June to 2iJrd June rvere produc-

tive of the most valuable information orl the state of the
heathen world; and they focussed the attention of Christians
overywhere upon the urgent problem of the evangelization of
the world. We do not agree with thoso whct, because of
errors in the composition and progt'amnte ol' the Conference

-errors 
which we admit to be very glaring ancl inexcusable--

would discredit the whole afrair. [lven tn apostle has been
\o. I
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known to make an unevangelical compromise in the matter

of missions, and we must not despair of me&ner men in the

missionary ranks who prove weak and erring.

One cannot but remember r*'ith glad thankfulness the

astoundingll' rapicl revolution in little Portugal. It had its
l,oots, and it rvill have it,s fruits. quite as rnuch in the religious

sphere as in the political. It was decidedly the. most striking

foreign event in the year's calendar, and it was a tnove in

tho right direction on the Nhole. The assassination of King

C*r,los in February, 1908, had l:een provtlked by nineteen years

of tyranny and ertravagance. The murder \yas never really

probecl to the bottom, for the people of Portugftl openly re-

joicxl, if not over the eleerl itself. certainiy c'rver tlte efiects

of it. If voung K.ing lfanoel had onlv shaken ofr the itlfluence
qf tlte lrr,iesis n'h.r lrr'led hirtr tlrt'.ruglr tlteir tool. Qtteett r\rtrelil.
his rnother. he might still have been on the throne of Portugal,

insteacl oi being a discr,ou'nerl exile in England. This famed

republiorlr rising of llrd anrl 4th October made a ss'ift end of

tho P,rrtuguese uronarchr'. and thc first pubiic act of the

revolution tninistr,v, whith u'as to expel the Jesuits at fortv-

eigltt ]tt,ttt's'lrt,tit:t'rrtttl tlissolve tlrt'otlter t'elig'it,tts rlrr-let's,

showecl to the blindest n'here the people's representatives be"

lieved the root of their troubles to lie. ILet'e, then, is a

r.e,mallirililtr irrstuncr. ,,[ lig]rtrriug juclgelttettt. Itr less than trvr,

,lays a tht'otit, rvhic'li hatl lastecl for S00 \'ears rr'as lei'elled in

the dust.
At ttre opening of 1910 the relations bet\.een clreat Britain

:r.nd f{ermany rvere rather rrndergoing a strain, du.e chiefly to

the: macl words of crertain electioneering fellows on both sides

who atternpted to snatch a partv advantage by raising the

sc&re of war with Germany. One set of them said the Govern'

ment' \rrerc) not keeping the n{rY,v ready to fight Germany's

fleets. and rve rvould be beaten. The other set cried that as

sure as their opporterrts camo into power thero would be a

s'ar u'ith (,lennanr'. I,'oltrrrratelv llre nerves of tlre t'es1'ronsiltlt'

authorities both here and in German.l'- did not catch the scare.

And wo are glad to find that the trvo Governments have been

excbanging friendly assur{rnces. Nothing could be more

insane than a conflict betrveen Britain and Germany. Never

theless we must, of oourse, maintain our navv at the twr:-

power standard at ieasl. And if sornething is not done soon,
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b,v nrutual agreernenL oI tire two countries, to slacken the

speed in builrting ships of war, tho taxpa)'ers on both sides will
irave a burden greaLer than they will be able to bear. At the

present, momenL bho armies of the British Ernpire are costing

48! niiilions sterling a year! and tho rvar fleets some 42 mil'
iions. Counting everything in the category of our defence.

tho price \r'e are no*u-paying is not far short, of i00 miilions

sterling a year. No wonder we look anxiously for tokens of

friendship v'ith tlre mig.hty enrpire on the other sicle of the

North Sea. No wonder $'e long and pray that the gigantie

oxpeuditure oII arrnarrrents llla,v soon be safely cttt dorvn.

The religiotrs outlook in Scotland has ttndergoue little change,

irr the past vear. The two large Churches are still engaged

tlirough their llnion Committees in the task of finding a way

by rvhich to nrerge themseh'es happilv into one ecclesiastical

house. As the year closed the (jommittees had anot,her meet-
ir;g, but the business was done tn canlera, and nobody knows
rvhether the gulf is wirlening or llarrowing. We confess it
sould sec'rn to us a pitv if Scottish Llhristians ceasecl to hold

strongly by their difierertt religious r:onvictions. Scotland will
not be Scotlarrd when her sons arrd claughters are all cast in
rlrer r,elr.s;.rlno lcligious trtoulcl, and cutr lrruglt rrt tlreir fathot's

for sta,nding out on sucb things as nationa.l Chrisfianity ancl
(llrrrrc.lr go\-el'ttrlreilt. (lertainl.y tJrele ciut lritt'tlll be attt' \\'1r1'51v

sirr irr (lhurches thun ilenominational bitteluess antl rrtichilrity.
Ilut ttre best thirig rvoultl be to Ita,ve stlong cc,'uvictions aud

rveil-grritlclerl rrll r'(-)nllcl, arrd, alottg n'it,h theni, liealtr- love anc.l

respect for the brethren in Christ in every Church.
'I'hele is gleirt treerl r,f levival of spilitrrai religiorr itr out'

midst. 'l'his is far In{-rre pressing than Clhurch union. And
revival u'ill never conle s'ithout pr&yer {or the I-Ioly Ghost.
Tho praving atniosphere is not inducertl by political excitement

and rvrangling. And yet \\'e are not to be impatient of
political controversy. Even if we had a Ohristian []onstitution
and a national Covenant with God such as Covenanters rvould
desire, there would still be sharp differences of opinion on
m:rtLers of State policy. A covenanted nation might very well
be split into two hostile camps on such a question as Tariff
Iteforru, lis incleetl our coyenanted Clrurt'lr is (iu this point.
Politics 'rvill always be noisy, wo fear, ancl on rnultitudes of
urarttels politictrl the n-ill of the peoplo rrrr,rst trc.etls 1rr' llliern
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ancl the s,ill of the peolrle must prevail. But, it is a bad

tiring rvhert Churches ils such. or ministel's as sttch. arr: drawn
into tire vortcr of 1rart1, stlifc. ln llngland the Nonconformist
bodies are almost everv ono franklv on onp side in politics.
and the Church of Eirgiand very largel"y on the other. It is a

grievous loss to religion n'hen this state nf things prevails.
And it is not easy to apportion the blame. l\-ith trvo Genera,l

Elections in tho last trvelve months. the leligious interest has
been driven into thc. backgrouncl. and we are still farnishing
for revival.

We prrrposell avoirl ollerilrg anv renrarks on the merits of
the present crisis in Ilritish polit,ics. We believe that, rvith
one exception, the tnatters in disJmte are {ar le-"s serious than
the demagogues rv<.,ultl have us think. The esception is the
case of I.[onre Ilule for lreland. This is to us & question
which touches religion at its very heart. 'fhe menace of Ilome
Rule simply means that the Protestants of Ireland are threat-
ened with the ciornination of a papist and priest-led majority.
A priest-led governmenf must of necessity be a tyrannical and
persecuting one. The Protestants of Ireland would be better
to be under the Italian government than under a Walsh-Ited-
tuond r6girne. \{e rr.r'e nol in the least surprised to learu that
{:lster Protestants mean to trrm. Wiry should tlie;,- not? If
a tlomo Rule pariiament such as tho Nationalists clemand is
to be seL up in l)ublin. Protestant l,;lsterrvill have as great
and sacred a eause to fight for ls ever freemen had. \Ve hope
bhey rvill stand firnr to thcir resolutions. We venture to
prophes.v that if Lilstenrren are really prepared to trrke the
fielel littltet'tlrittr l-re lulerl lrJ-tlre fierce Lrltriurrorrtarrisur,rf
llaynooth, thougl Scotland may cruellv desert, them, England
will not see thenr driven under.

.ls the oltl yetr,r' rr'as dying one of those as-frrl ancl heart-
breaking disasters to u'hich the blave confr:rternit-v of rniners
is so liable occulled in Lirncashire. On thc nrorrring of the
22nd Decerlllet' tlre tc.r'r'ible rreu-s 'ivas to hirnd tlrat t flightful
explosion had ha1'lrenecl :rt the Pretoria No. 3 pit of tlre Ilultou
Collieries tt, ,\tlrertr-'rr. urrtl thirt tho rnerr tutl bovs engagerl
in tho 1,it. t,, tlre t'ttoltnotts tttrtrrb('r'of 3r-r0. had been hopelessll
entornbe,i iu tle n't'ecked n'orkings fronr 400 to 600 l'eet belorv
the surface. 'I'he scerres at the pit moutli \vere indescribabl.r'
pitifrrl. llcligiorrs sen'ices rvere held on tht: spot for tlre ealnl-
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ing and consolation of the poor women lnd cirildren who hacl.

lost their best beloved and their bread-winners. Flerculean
efiorts were made by rescue parties, but they founcl no living
miner below. They reported that in sonre cases the victirns
had been blown to pieces. A disaster like this is a national
calamity, and should nrove every inhabitant of the land to
repentance and prayel'. These 350 rvho were so suddenly called
to their account were not sinners rnore than those of us who
are alive. It is good tliat a great pity has touchecl the hearts
of multitudes, and especiall,v of rich men, and that their
generous gifts will provide a living for those left heipless bv
tho death of so many wage-earners. This pity, so large and
so practical, is from God, whose Spirit works it in men's
hearts. And so rvo havo the guarantee tliat God did " not
aftlict 'rvilliuglr-. " IIe pennitted the blos' for solne high ends
of which we knorv very little, if a.nything. But He is afHicted
in all our affiictions, and thus the Angel of His presence saves
us frorn rebellion and despair.

After every revie-w of events we ntust always colrre back to
this. that God reigrrs, tha,t, IJe is the Living l|orce behind all
goocl, and that no ill hrppens, or is going to liappen, rvithout
Ifis sanction. Nor is IIe a far-off disposer merel1, like a great
enlperor rvlro signs r.lecrees brrt, is not pr-esent, rvhere thev ale
executed. God stands by and beholds. A spalrorv, srlys our
Lord, cannot fall to the ground without our lleavenly I'ather

-not simply rvithout f{is permission, but without IIim. Amid
all changes and upheavals God is getting His way, and s-e
knolv what that nreans-the n-orld is being u.on for. the Sorr
of I{is Love. A. C. G.

CHINA'S FTGHT ACAINST OPIUM.
By the lier-. \\-rr,r,nrr Iitr.ssnlr,. II.A.

Tnu mere nretttiotr of opirttn in connectiorr rvith Chiua niglrt
well bring tlre bluslr of shzuno to the face of ever)- Ilritisher.
Ib is true that Rritish subjects of all r'anhs have frlt,nr tirne to
time uttered tlieir protest against the gross iniquity of the
opium traffic. Rut the traffic still goes on ; and rlriiain still
bears tho chief responsibilit.v for the continuation in China ot'
all tho evils tlrnt follo'n' florn the rviclespr.eacl use of opirirrr
ar-rrorlB^ the Chinese. Over ser-elrtv .yeirrs ,ilg'(). l-hen Great
Britrr,in continued senriing the opiurn fron'r Indirt to China in
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spite of all China's protests, at ier]gth 
-t']ru^ 

patience of the
ihin"*" was exhausted, and they seized 20,283 chests, r'alued
at 82,000,000, lying in ships in Chinese rvaters, and burned
it. The Britisir (lovernment demanded the payment ,rf

92,000,000 as compensation, the punishment of the ofiicials
concerned, and the opening of ports in future for the legalizetl
salo of tlie drug. The Chinese Iimperor replied: " Nothing
rvill induce me io derive Custom Ilevenuo from the vice and
misery of my people." Ilight prevailed over right, and a so-

called Chrisiian country inflicted an immeasurable clrse and
wrong upon a great heathen nation. When China could not
p."oJnt bpium'-from being imported, the cultivation of the

iroppy and th" manufacture of the drug were pel'mitted within
ct i"u itself and so the evil extended far and rvide among
tho people, so that it is said there are to-day sory9 25,000,000
p"optu in China affected-by the opiu-rn Jrapit The efiects of
opiurn are even \vorso than those of alcohol, and the habit
niuch more quickly gets mastery over the victim. Interesting
information as to lhe present phase of this question is supplied
i1 pamphlets issued from the Christian {,Inion, 2 Pvrland Road,
I-,ondon, N., " China's Anti-Opium Campaign," and " Has
China Proved IIer Sincerity?" which can be had for ld each.

The late W. E. Gladstone may be allorved to speak of the
rvar by which Britain forced the opium into China: " A war
more 

'unjust in its origin or more calculated to co\retr this
country ivith permanent disgrace I do not know, and I have
not reid of." In 1842 the T'imes said: " We owe some com-
pensation to China for pillaging her towns and slaughte-ring
her citizens il a quarrel which never could havo arisen if we

had not been guilty of this national crime." If compensation
were rlue to C'hina in 1842 for the destruction wrought in an
unrighteous war, rvhat compensation does this c^ountry oy"
Chin-a to-day for the numberless millions of the Chinese who
havo since then died as miserable victims of the opium habit,
for tire physical deterioration of her people through the effects
of this vice, and the impoverishment of countless homes ? What
a spectaclo does the British Government exhibit to-day, in face
of ihe rvorld, as sho trifles, and higgles, and bargains over
this grave moral question ! The Houss of Commons has unani-
monsly declared the traffic " morally indefensibl"r"- Why {o99
not tlie British Government bring a " morally indefensible "
traffic to an end ? One can only say, because revenue is more
important in the eyes of the Government than m.orality-

in 1907 an arrangement was made bet'ween China ancl this
country with the vierv of abating the evils of the opium trade.
Tho eiport of opium from India to China rvas to be reduced
by u tinth every year, so that at the end of ten vears,the
tiaffic would cea'se. China u'as to reduco to a corresponding
extent her home grorvth of opium. It appears that the average
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annual export from India to China was 51,000 chests. The
total export fr:om lndia was about 67,000. China rvas not
allowed to regulate the amount of opium imported
from India. The reduction was to be effected in India.
'I'he consequence has been that while the export from India has
been reduced by the stipulated amount, 5100 chests each year,
last year the amount importecl into China was greater by
1383 chests than it ought to have been, because the great
advance of prico, clue to the reduction in supply, has attracted
part of the opium rvhich India formerly sent elsewhere to the
Chinese market. Surely the British Government, even on its
present lorv moral principles, ouglit at least to see that the
bargain made rvith China is effectively carried out.

The arrangement made in 1907 rvas to be continued for three
years as an experirnent to provo the sincerity of China. Appar-
ontly China has given yerv amplo proof of her sincerity. The
province of Szechwan is about tho size of France, and it has
been the greatest producer of opium &mong all the Chinese
provinces. Sir John Jordan, when forwarding his last report
to the British Government on tho opium question, referred to
Szechrvan in tirese terrns: " The last-named province, which
is by far the largest producing area in tlie Empire, rvill furnish
the supreme test of the success or failure of the programme
of total prohibition, and as the order has gone forth that no
poppy is to be so'wn this autumn (1909), thu issue on which
so much depends is doubtless being fought out as this report
is being written." The follorving report for the province of
Szechwan has been received fronr G. Acheson, ,\cting Commis-
sioner of Custorns, Chunghing, 28th February, 1910:-
" Without going so far as to say that it may not exist in
some of the more remote districts, reliable reports received
from over forty centres state that, speaking generally, cultiva-
tion has ceased, and it is certain that along many high roads,
where thousands of acres of poppies lvere to be seen at tho
end of 1908, not a single plant can now be discovered." It
has been estimated that the production of opium in this
province has been reduced by at least 80, and perhaps even
90, per cent. A great deal of information has been collectecl
from missionaries in all parts of China, and the conclusion
seems to be fully sustained that China is rapidly bringing the
gro'wth of the poppy to an end. In some of the provinces
large areas that had been sown were ploughed up. Governors
'who were lar in the enforcement of the prohibitory law wero
in somo instances severely punished. Farmers who defied the
orders were also punished. We quote the following from " Has
China Proverf IIer Sinceritvl"-('Mr George Hunter', who
has during recent years travelied extensively throughout
Sinkiang, states that this ye&r, so far as he knou's, there has
been total prolriirition t]rrorrgliout the, rvhole of the pr.ovirrce.
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'Ihe testirnorrJr c,f l)r .\Iollisott, the Peking cot'resp6ndenb to
tLte T'i,mes, also supports this. At Kuchentz fifty opium culti-
vators s.ere killed because they refused to cornply rvith the
Government edict, and the Suilai Hsien (I\Ianass) magistrate
was degracled because opium 'rvas founcl in his district."

The loss to the Inclian Rerenue is the clifficulty in the n'av
of Great llritain doing her dutr.. Ilorv much greater must
be the krss to China by her curtailment of this profitable (?)
industrr? Yet'China seenrs to be fully resolved to deliver
her people from this degrading and fatal vice. Will Britain
refuse to allorv tlie people of Cliina to break ofi the shackles !
Popr.rlar governnent seems to be corning in China. The best
portion of tlic Chinese nation are seeking to free their country
frorn tlre molal and phvsicul nrin of the opium traffic. If
Britain refuses to help Cirina, in this great mortrl efiort, she
mav forfeit the goodl'ill, ancl ittcur the lasting ennrity, of the
Celestial Empire. Were Britain eveu yet to tahe a righteous
corlrse, and at once bring this immoral trade to an end, she
might do much to earn the gratitude of Clhina, and secure for
herself the goodrvill of that vast Ernpire. But there is l.
higlrel considelation still. Who can tell rvltat punisliment
pny ;ret corne to u, nilt.ion so highly favoured as oul's, for'
our: r'uthless tleatrtrent of (lliina, in the past, antl oul coltinued
indifference to the nroral and material"rellbeing of lier people!
(lorl is a, just God. Ile hates rvickedness and oppression 'wher-
ever they are found. One of the darkest stains on the reputa-
tion of Rritain is her treatnient of China in relation to this
opirrnr tlade. \4tould that our nation even no\\i lvere trulv
lrenitent for its great crime, and willing to give proof oi
sincerity by for:thu'ith ending tho export of opium from India
to China.

THE CHAPTERS OF THE BIBLE.
Bv the Rev. J. P. Srnurr{ERS, }LA.

Tsn Bible was first divided into its present chapters in the
thirteenth century, and into its present verses by Robert Stephens.
the Printet, in tire rniddle of the sixteenth.

In the 01d Testament there a,re 929 chapters, and 2?r,214
verses, or an average of about 25 to each chapter. In the New
Testament the numbers are 260, and 7,959. being an average of
a little over: ij0.

The Revised Yersion of the Bible, of whicli the Neu'Testamenb
portion rvas issued on the 17th May, 1881, and the Olcl Testa-
ment on the 19th lfay, 188ir, is divided, on the other hand. like
every other booli, into paragraphs, of which in the Old Testa-
rnent there are about 2,2it0, and in the Nen about 9ir0.
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In the Authorised Version tliere are in the
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Most of us, I fear, have reason, like the famous Thomas X'uller,
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if it is a short one \r'e are greatly pieased. We can all of us
svmnathize with Jeail the maid- in The Little Minister, who
ftLa 'a liftle grudge in lter heart when her " daily portion "-11s
thev call now-a-days what Thomas Boston would have calletL

hir"'ordinary"-hLppened. to be a very long chapter on tht'
evening of a washing day.

Now the list given above shorvs tiris at least, that there are

far more short c[apters in the Bible than long ones. More t]ran
half of those in the Old Testament have undet 24 verses ; one

half of those in the New have under 28. In the Old Testament
there are only 38, and in the New 29, r'hich have 50 ol more
verses; and bf these there are only 6 in the Old Testament and
5 in the New which have 70 or more. These 11 are Fzra 2;
Psalm 78; Neherniah T ; I Chronicles 6: Numbers 7 ; Psalm
119 ; John 6 ; Lul<e 22; Ifark 14 ; llatthew 26 ; and Luke l.

And who that reads them would wish any one of these to be
one whit shorter ? For of the six in the Old Testament', one

gives the names and d-welling-places of the Priests and Levites,
ioho w"re dear to God's hearb because they rvere the types of
His well-beloved Son r,vho dwelt in His bosom from all eternity;
two give the names of the captives who came from exile at His
bidding, and the very lrumbers of their cattle ; one describes
what God diil for Hii people in the wilderness; and one, witlt
strange reiteration, telli hou' much they {i-d {or. Him. Ot the
five ii the New Testament, one is that in rvirich Christ calls Himsell
the bread o{ life, which closes rvith the solemn wotds, " Will ye
also go away ? Then Simon Peter answered Hiry,_ I-,,ot4, to
whom- shall we go ? Thou liast the words of eternal life ; " one
describes the stoiy of our Saviour's birth : and three tell the story
of His agony in the garden and His trial before Pilate. And
as if to make us ashamed. of our unwillingness to listen to our
Father's voice, the longest of ail chapters in the Bible, the ll9th
Psalm, is one asseveration, a hundred and. three scole and sixteen
times repeated, of the sweetness and preciousness of the Word
of God. 

- The second longest in the Bible by actual count oI
u,ords, though other thirteen have more verses, is, I think, the
8th chapter of lst Kings. It is the one which coutains Solomon's
prayers at the dedication of the Temple, and the fact-tha! !.n9f
i,re-record.ed at such length is surely significant of the delight
God has in prayer, and ought to be a great encouragement to us
all to come often to the throne of grace.

The London officials of the National Bank of Scotland were
proud on what they reckonecl a great occasion some time ago'
because in one deliver.r' they received 18,000 letters, a number
unequalled in this coturtry in the histo_ry of arty firm. And
shall we be most huppl rvhen God says least to as ? The men
who laid the first Atl-antic Cable in 1858 rvere glad. in heart when
it spoke its first message-" Europe and America are.united by
telegraphic communicaiion. Glori to God in the highest, olr

l--
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earth peace, goocl will to men." And, shall we gruclge to listen to
the vdice thal bincls heaven to earth ?

There is not a single raoril, not a single letter, in_the Bible, it
*" tiotrttu looked. at"it, that does not biing glad tidings of gre?!

ioy tir .$, for it proves beyond. a'l[ doubt that there is no gult
hl.d o* .,"t betrvein us and 

"God ; He and we are still on speaking

terms.

PROFESSOR GIORGIO
Once Jesuit'

Bv Rer-. A.

BARTOLI IN EDINBURCFI.
now Protestant.
C. Gnucc. B.A.

Ar,r, the world no.w knows of the conversion of Father Bartoli
from Jesuitism to Protestantism. The Knox Club, whoss

centre is in the Scottish l\fetropolis, did a very high service

to the cause of truth in Scotland when they succeeded in
bringing Professor Bartoli from his present horne in lovely
FlorEnce to give a, series of lectures in Edinburgh on

Romanism, th; subject he understands so well both in its
strenEth and in its rveakness.

Gi&gio Ba'toli, Doctor of S-cience and-Theology, is one of
the cofrrnanding figures in ecclesiastical Italy. He was bom
in l\[odena fort]-four years ago. For twenty-s,even ^Igars.he
was a prominent and 

"busy rnember of the order of Jesuits.
His gr&t culture and linguistic taient led to his. being sent
to va"rious parts of the woritl to teach and preach -the 

doctrines
of Rome. ^ By his recent renunciation of theso doctrines, his
utter breach with Rome, and his accession to the Waldensian
Church of ltaly, Protestantism has gained a cham_pion of the
highest quality. His intellectual revolt against Rome com-
mEnced *'hett it* *-u* in Bombay, fourteen Years ago. A Ger-
man Jesuit hacl invited him to reply to a criticism of the
" Claims of tho Papacy," rvhich had appeared in a local
Anglican paper. f'atner Bartoli, in his reply, made use of
a cErtain qr.ototiott alleged to be tahen from the treatise, " On

the Unity bt the Churcli," by Cyprian, _Bishop of Carthagg' i.t
the firsf haH of the third'cenlury. Cvprian, as everybody
knows, n,as the father of sacerdotalism, but ho never taught
papal suprenlacy. This " quotation," hotl-ever' supported the

"lai*s 
oi th" Church of Rome. To Father Bartoli's surprise,

for he had just been made a Doctor of Theolog/, his German
friend. told him that the quotation was no part of Cyprian's
original work, but was an interpolation by a -later age -for
obv]ous purposes. On investigating the point he found that
the German Jesuit was right. IIis assurance of his ecclesi-
astical position being thus rudely shaken, Dr Bartoli spent
the nexi ten years examining the fountlations of the Roman
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church, testing treatises, and sifting the true from the false.
'lhe conclusion rvhich ho reached is thus stated by himself :-
" The christian doctrine rvhich the church of home serves
up to he.r _priests and faithful rnembers is not tho theology
of the Bible, nor of the primitive cliristian churcri, but iir
artificial. s'\'stem, based partly on lloly Scripture, partly on
Aristotelian- philosophy, partlv also on apociyphal ^texts, 

on
legends of doubtful authority, on wilful aft"raiibns and inter-
polations of ancient, canons, on superstitions and relics of old
heathenism." H_aving returned this verdict against his former
faith, .lie slep^ped out of the church of Rorne rvithout purse

'r scrip. Before joining the ancient w'aldensian chu"c^h Dt
Bartoli macle a thorough studv of its history and creed, and
it was because he found it_ to be, of all churrches in Italy, the
nearest to the Apostolic Church of the Nerv Testamenl that
ho cast in his lot rvith it.

The cou'so of lectures given by Professo. Bartori in Edin-
burgh began on sabbath,- 4th Dbcernber, anti ended on that
rlay rveek. Tlie subjects were as follows:-(l) w'as the pro-
testant Reformation a Failure ? (2) Whj' ' are Christian
churches Decaying ? (^3) The Inspiration and Inerrancy of
the Bible. .(4) co.nterfeit and Genuine christianity. (6)'The
h'acts of Science a'd tlie Facts of the Bible. (6) itomiri and
E'angelical Jnterpretation of- the Bible. (z) Tha Theological
lr*tt* -of the. Roman cliurch. (8) The lrigher criticisri of
tire Bible and its Principles.

I had the pleasuro of hearing the se'enth lecturo. It was
,au erudite and nrasterly_ expositio_n. Though Dr Bartoli's pro-
nunciation of Dnglish is somewhat foreifn, his lrse of 'this
incomparable- instmrnent 'was marked by-wondr-ous ease and
power. IIe laid five terrible indictmenls against the theo-
logical system of Romo. It led inevitiblv to brutal
intolerance. It t'ansformed religion into magic. It held the
honourable rnarriage_s of _non-Rornan catholic people to be
rnere concubinage. It made its votaries intellectual and moral
slav,es. And, l'here it, did not produce enthusiastic bigots, it
tended to drive rnen into atheism. The lecturer shoied rp
the childish ignorance and simplicity of Lord Halifax, whb
once had fancied that the Yatican wbuid be willing to recog-
nize Anglican orders a.d .eceive the English clerg/ and thJir
"wives ad eundem. Rome has other plans for innexing the
Ilnglish Churcli, and Dr Bartoli roarn-ed British citizens" that
R.me was not yet dead. IIe found no real differenco, he
saicl, between ttie rnagical religious rites of India and the
sacramentarianism of the Church of Rome, rvhich taught that
i.t'even u 4og ate the llass rvafer it had taken holy com-munion.
i['ho marriages_ of non-papists rvero in Rome's eyes not onlv
sinful, but null and void. This followed from the theological
dogma that rnan'iage is a sacrament, and a sacrament inly,
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not a contract in the right sense at all. Dr Bartoli proved
the utter falsity of this vies' by pitting against it the convic-
tion of all ages and sages, according to rvhich rnarriage is a
cont,ract. Else rvirat of the heathen rvho love ancl marry ?

Are theil rnarrirtges no marriages ? Speaking of the terrific
anrl mesrneric porver t-hich a pliest, of Rorne can rvield over
a leligiously sensitive Joung Inan or \rolllan, the Professor
declared that the torture of soul rvhich sucli a voung persol)
rnav endure under the ghostly management of a father eon-
fessor is infinitely lrorse than the pains inflicted by the rack
and pincers of tlie Inquisition. Referring to his o'wn case, he
str,id r " I sufrered all that a soul can sufier." To every ques-
tion rvhich a troublecl or doubtfui votary can put, a reply,
he said. of some kind can be found sontervhere in the vast
bazaal of Roman theological sophistry. In Roman Catholic
countries there rvero two clearly-marked sections of the popu-
laticxi-the enthusiasts for Route, and the infidels, 'who rejected
Romanism in toto.

Finally Dr Bartoli said tliere was onlv one way to lneec
the Romish cult and its aggressiveness, and that was to fight
it-fight unrveariedly. And the Bible lvas to be both our
shielci-and s.word. ilis o.wn principle in religion now is that
rvhatever s'ill stand the test of God's Word he will keep, anti
rvhatever will not lie rvill utterlv have done 'with.

" They had heard only, that he which persecuted us in times
past nori preacheth the- faith rvhich onco ho destroyed. And
ihev glorified God in rne." Xlay God's porver and_God's peace

:rbiiiet-l'ith ttris tried ancl colrra€feous lover of the truth as

truth is in Jesus.

TtlE KINC versus THE POPE.

Rv Rev. JoriN I'I'Dox.rr,o. B.D.

Turnn was a time n'hen this country rid itself absolutely of
tho authority of the Pope. It had had q, long trial of him,
and had found him .rvanting. since then the theory of govern-'
ment in the country has aiways been that the King, _not _thepope, is supreme in all things- cir-il and ecciesiastical. The
King's wlit-runs through the rvhole kingdom.

Such is the theorf, but it does not seem to be- quilo .a
working theory. At any rate, it cannot be said that it is
carriedlinto e#ect. In not a few departments of national life
it is quietly and efiectively set asid-e. If the truth be toldl
the Pope oi Rome shares ivith George V the_ ruling porver itr
tho kingdom, and the nation is content to have it so. Ws
come u6ro.. strange anomalies in the government of the
country from time to time. and in these davs l'hen the Oath
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of Allegiance comes so trippingly from the lips of rnany, it is
difficirlt to say precisely rvhero the supre,me authority lies.

For example. Tliere is no more specific law in the Statute-
book than the law that declares the presence of a Jesuit
in the country to be " a misdemeanour," and that requires
that all Jesuits should be banished" from the countrv. But
that law is a dead letter. The Attorney General alono can
put the law in force, and he declines to do so. The Govern-
ment of the day, whatever the rnotive, has always declined to
instruct him to take action in the matter. It has even
ondowed the Order in trfaynooth. This in face of the fact
that the Jesuits are the ablest and most zealous and faithful
henchmen of the Pope, and they have always been the most
insidious and persistent enemies of our countrY. In the face
of such a fact as this, mav 1ve not asli whether it is the King
or tho Pope that is supreme in Britain ?

Again. There is no urore impressive feature of our Courts
of Justico than the f:r,ct that the authority of tho King accom-
panies the Judge to the bench; and in virtue of that authority
lhe Judge can compel every 'rvitness to give full and distinct
evidence to the best of his knowledgo in every case. To refuse
to give evidence would be contempt_of court, and that would
mean imprisonment. But here the Pope steps in, and claims
to have his say. He 'will not allow a priest to disclose any
infonnation that has been divulged to him in the Confessional.
That infornration may be of vital importance, afiecting the
administration of justice in connection with some serious
crime. No matter, the priest obeys his master at the Vatican,
and pays no heed to tho Sovereign on the throne. In that
case thero seems to be no difficulty in determining whether
the King or tho Pope is supreme.

Again. It is ono of the prerogatives of the law officers of
tho -Crolvn that they can enter, rvith the warrant of the
Sheriff, an;r d*'"11ing and any rvorkshop or factorv in t'he king-
dom, obtain a record of every death that takes place therein,
and where in any case there is a suspicion of foul play or
crime, they are empowered to make full and sufficient investi-
gation. Every Briton may boast that " his house is his
castle," but in such a case as that we have indicated he must
throw open his door to the representative of the King. But
here again the Pope steps in. IIis " castles " which he has
filled with his " Orders," institutions whose inmates have all
sworn allegiance to him, are castles indeed to him, in which
he is sole lord and master. I{e bolts the gates and locks the
doors, ancl that means that no one within can go out, and
no ono rvithout, unless he be one of the Pope's own, can go
within. Not even an officer of justice, who is empowered to
enter every other building in the street, can enter-that insti-
t,ution. If deaths take place there, it nlay bo suspicious
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rieatl.rs, lnknorvrr to the rvor'ltl outside; if iives ale lived there,
and deeds, it mat be crirninal cleeds, perpetrated there that
aro hidden frorn the light of tlay, t.hat is the Pope's own
business. There ale thottsands of acres of British soil covered
.rvith such secret institutions irr rvhich the Pope is lord; and
we may ask again rvhether it is the King or the Pope who
is supremo there ?

Again. It rvill be conceded that there is a sense in whicli
the land and the peopie arc under the lordsirip of the King.
The land, lio-*evel it is clisposecl of , and to rvhomsoever
it belongs, and the people n ho iive or] it, l'hatever
their rank or calling, are all amenable to the King. It is
by royal rvarrant that the land is held, and it is under British
law that the relationships of life and the afiairs of commerce
are all regulated. Ilere again the Pope steps in. IIe enters
the country as if his right were co-equal rvith the Sovereign's.
Without u " by your leave " he divides Scotland and England
into provinces as if the land were his own. Or.er these
provinces he appoints, as their spirituai guides ancl magis-
trates from his Court at the \iatican, his representatives I ho
gives to thern territorial titles as if the bload acres and the
people all belonged to himself ; and these rnagistra,tes he
authorizes to administer Canon larv so far as they have oppor-
tunity or po\\.er to do so. But rvhat is Canon lalv? It is
the law pronrulgated by the Pope, in keeping rvith his own
presumptuous claims, and beside s'hich all other larv is null
and void. Canon law is the larv that Romish bishops admin-
ister in every country in rvhich the Pope is acknorvledged to
be supreme. Ilany of the laws in this papai code are such
as would not be tolerated in a Protestant countrv-the law,
for example, as taught at Romo and lVlaynooth, that all
heretics, i.e., Protestants, should be punished rvith death. Of
course, King Geolge and his nlinisters drarv the line there.
All the same, under the tolerance of the British Sovereign,
the Pope has his representatives in this country administering
Canon law as far as they can. In such a case, a,s in the
others already mentioned, the question may be put, Is the
British Sovereign realiv supreme?

But a concreto caso 'w'ill help us to understand this matter
better, and if any should say that all the foregoing is norv
stale, the case in question may give a sharper edge to tho
rest. According to British larv, if a man and woman ioin each
other in 'wedlock in presenco of a minister of the Gospel and
two witnesses, that rnarriago is valid, and the children aro
legitimate. That is the law of the lancl. Ilere then the Pope
steps in onco moro. lfe says from his chair of infallibility,
although it did not occur to him to say it tiil two years or
so ago, that if Roman Catholics marry, or if a Roman Catholic
'shorrlrl marrv a Protestant, rurless iliev marrv in the presenco
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of a clul-v qualifierl pliest and t'wo rvitnesses. the maruiage
is absolutelv null and void, and the children are iliegitimate.
Tho parties iiving togethel in such circumstances are guiltv
of grievous sin. lYhat then? If 'rl.e turn to Belfast we shall
see. Ilorne llule is not vet rn acconlplished fact in Irelancl.
'fhe probabilit,v is th:rt before r-err inttg it l.ill be, if the'

l,resent Government has its rvat'. Anrl in tlie meantime the
priests are anticipating the happv tirne rvhen King Stook
rvill nrle in the Iimelald Isle. One of them has been trying
lris " prentice htrnrl " iri rvtu'king the nerv regime. Three
yeats or so ago :tr Rotnan Cat,holic -r-ollng man in llelfast
rnarried :r Protestant girl. 'fhe-v '\\'ere ma,rried bv a Protestant
nrinister, antl the rrolrng rnan liael no objection to the arrange-
rnent. Iror :t, tirne the yolrng' cortple lir-ed liappily together.
llv rnrl br- lhele'n-ere tso clrilclren irr the home, and s'ltel'
the vounger \vas only a ferv 's-eeks old the priest turned up.
Ite hatl to tell the married pair titat they 'were not ieallv
rnarried, tliat thev rvere living in sin, living irnmoral lives.
a,nd tliat theil children lvere illegitiniate. He endeavoured
to induce the rvoman to consent to a ltes' tnarriage ceremon.t-.
at x-hiclr he s,ould offciate. The rvoman declined. Her hus-
lnnd tlreu rleselted her'. IJv antl llv the priest, after a little
skilful rnnncpuvring, rnanageil to get possession of the children.
At ths present rnonrent the rvife and mother is without botlt
lrusbund ancl chilclren, ancl thev al'e concealed where slte
cannot, find thetn, n'liile she is left clestitute and deserted.
'lhe case is not macle anl better bv the fact that tl-re Lorrl
I.,ieutenant of Irelancl, to s'hom an appeal was made that the
woman rnight get justice, deciined to interfere in her behalf.
The same nobletnan had no hesitation in sending a declaration
about tlie same tirne to ft Scotch constituenc-v in favour of'
Ilone Rule, but he rvould not move a finger to put wrong
right in the case of this poor rlornan. Put in the plainest
ternrs, s'hat cloes this incident mean 1 It means that a repre-
sentative of the Pope. carrving out Canon larv, can come intrr
the home of a subject of the King, ancl not only induce the
husbancl to desert his 'rvife, but take nleasures for the kid-
napping of the ts'o children. so tliat the mother cannot
discover r.here thev are. Anri it means that, as far as the
civii servants of the Crou.n are concerned, and tho direct
representat,ir.e of the King, the 'n'oman is helpless in the hands
of her persecntors. This in Protestant Ulster, even without
llome Rule. We may speak of " the green tree and the dry,"
brrt, we simply repeat our question, Whether is it the King
or the Pope that is supreme?

All knos'ledge is vain that tends not to the practice of solue
drrty.-3zl sh o p W'il so n,
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J[or the Douttg.

BrBLE QUESTION COII{PETITION.

AWARD OF PRIZES.
NEW VEAR PROARAMME.

JuNron Drvrsrox-l1

L7

lIv Dren YouNc Fntnxos,
To all of you, whether you have been answering

the Questions or not, I respectfully u'ish a Ynnn Heppv l{ow
Yren. Nerv Year's Day falls this tirne on a Sabbath. Be sute
you have a private intervierv with the Risen Jesus otr that. day_.

Tell Him all that is in your heart-horv littie you have loved
Him in the year that is past, and how much you rvould
like to iove Him in the yeaf that is coming. And I am quite
sure that if you seek His face and begin the year in His company
He u'ill speak to you the old and blessed first Lord,'s Day greeting,
Peace be unto you. May He say it to each of you, and so make
you gladder in heart this Ne'iv Year than ever you \\'ere in ,vour:
rvhole life.

The Prizes.
The ansrverers of the Prize Questions have done extraordinarily

rvell. I only rvish it rvas in my power to give a pflze to every
one 'ivho deserves it. But I know the competitors are all too
sensible to imagine that the prize is everything or even the
brggest thing. Not that I don't admire the prize-winners. I
do admire tlieir work greatly. But they should remember that
except they have profited inwardly from their searching of the
Scriptures,- they have gained no real prize at all. And the real
pnze is open to, and, I hope, has been gained" by, all the com'
petitors as they sought the Word at the mouth of God.- As last yeai, so again I am indebted to the Rev. Wiiliam
Russell, Paisley, for liis invaluable help in allocating the marks
for the more difficult questions.

The follorving is the Prize List:-.

I st Ptace 
{ fl;';,*al*i:; 1,*,,

2nrI
.t..) f..\. W. .Il'Dowell. l=''ttt [nouuie M'Kelvie. i5

Pnrzns.
/" Howartl." \
l]::.'[ 

"i#;, 
l.o'"\Lrr"ie osma'. lr'qua '

I Jeanie Sproul. I
\Nana Sproul. ,/

Iliou,p Drvrsro

4th Pl

N-8 Pnrzos.
4th Place-J. M. Ferguson.

M'Kelvey.
M'Kelvey.

lst Place-Sarah Logan.

l{r.ts"i{""' It,'o''
,lnna l'I. Dunlop.

\th ,,
(ttlt, ;,
7th ,,

Annie
Lizzie
" Ect.
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Srxron Drvrsiox-6 Pnrzns.

tst Ptace {}t"l':g R*;r-ni" }F
2nd, ,, A. R. M'Knight.

Sril Place-" Riverside."

+tlt , [1;T,-.,,.,, !E,snul.

The prizes rvill be d"ispatched in a ferv days.

Will You Join Again ?

There were at the beginning of 1!110 no less than l4ii com-
petitors. It is a pity some fell out on the march. One dear
little Junior girl was taken from us and placed amongst the
saints in heaven u'hete she has got her high prize, the crown of
glory, and is no doubt competing with her peers, in pure love.
for a iurther crown. Her young brother bravely filled her
vacant place in our list, and I mean to send him a little token
of our appreciation of his beautiful spirit. You "rryill all approve
of this, I have no doubt. But will all you hundred and forty
odd start again ? I think I hear some of you say, " I'm not
going to bother again anyrvay." I wish I could induce those
who are saying so to change their mind. It will be a sorrou'to
me personally if I lose competitors. At any rate the questions
will, God permitting, be kept up. And I trust a good number
of fresh athletes will come into the arena and try their strength
against antagonists.

A Reasonable Request.
I shall ask those of tlie Senior prize-lviriners rvho have now

captured prizes tli'ice in the Senior Division to forgo their claim
if they sliould win a third time. I hope they will continue to
send" answers, for that will be good, both for me and for them-
selves ; but I know they will gladly do as I ask them and surrender
the material honours they may win in 1911 to other comers.
This only applies to winners in the Senior Division. Tlie rules
about age w-irlch have been in force in 1910'rvill stand good..also
for 1911, and these keep the Junior and Middle grade competitors
and prize-rvinners on the move rvithout any more ado.

The W.B.Il.U.
Finaliy, I earnestly invite you all to follou' tlte "WrrNESs" BtBLtr;

RraorNc UNtorv programme daily, or some other daily system
of readings from the Word of God. This is far more import_ant
than anything else that I have said. " The Scriptur_es qe_tlqI
which testify bf Me," says our Saviorir. It is through the Bible
that we coine to knon' our Saviour. And if we do not knou'
Him, rvhat is the good of any other knowledge ? Whatever you
do, my dear young readers, don't leave this und.one: Seek ye
the Lord while He mav be found : and seek ys the Lord where
IIe may be found; and seeli Him until you are able to say, I
have found Hirn rvitottt utv soul loveth.

A. C. Gnncc.
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WTTNESS PRIZE QUESTTONS.
JUNIOR DIVISION.'

[X'or those under thirteen og lqt .Ianuary, fgf 2-.]_

I. When-were the Three Persons of the God'head, all reaealed to the

senses of men at the self -same time ?

}IIDDLE DIVISION.
p'or those above the Junior limit and under seventeen on lst

January, 1912.]

I. Solve the following double acrostic. giving Scripture refer-
rences :-

(l) An ancient Ttriest whose sage ad'aice u)&s to h'is lcing a blessingt
(2) Fierce brutes from uh'ich u:e find, a saint d'eliaerance con'

fessing.
(3) A'tnif e who drew a secret f rom her lord' by wile and, glumll_ing,

That so she mightbetray him to the men whom he was humbl'ing -

(4) A thing that must not priile 'itself aboue 'its human wieliler.
(5) A man- wltose wife was of her guest the slayer, not the shielilert
The letters f,rst anil last, u:hen' you h'aae found' them in your

Pat'ience,
IYiII siott,tuobrothers ruho gaue na,me to crouds f or generations.

SENIOR DIYISION.
p{o age iimit.l

l. Solve the foilowing doubie acrostic, giving Scripture refer-
ences :-

A thing which Jesus gaue to a bad' tno,n.
A thing which lessens the guilt of sin.
The grand,father-in-law of a uery good' worna,n.
An Old. Testament prophet in a Nezo Testam'ent form.
One ol a boaril appointed' by tlte Chu,rch.

The initi,als and, finals form trno nu,nles of one nlan.

fS .Rtrt,ss rion CouPErrron,s.

1. Do not use small scraps of paper on which to write your answers.
2. Write name or pen-name at top of each page of answers;
3. If you use a {d.-stamp for postage, do not seal the e_nv_elope ;- 

d"o not stick flap of envelope to contents; and do not
write postscripts.

4. If two or more members of the same iamily compete, each
must 'rvrite the answers separately, though they rnay of
course post all in one envelope.

5; Post aosrteis to questions in this issue not later than 16th
January, aililressed-Rev. A. C. Gnncc, I.,oanheatl by
Edinburgh.
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WITNESS BIBLE READINC UNION.

Thou mine eyes, that I may beholil wonilrous things
out of Thy lazo."-Psalm cxix. 18.

Derr,y Ponrror.rs ron Jeuuanv, 18-31,

18 Wed. Matt. x. 37--12.
19 Thur. Matt. v. l-16.
20 X'ri. Psalm xv. l-5.
21 Sat. Eph. iv. 17-32.
22 s,ab, Col. iii. l-8.

^23 Mon. Luke x. 25-37.
24 Tues. lIatt. xxv. 35-46.

I Wed. Psalm cxxxiii. l-3.
2 Thur. Psalm xxvii. l-14.
3 Fri. Luke ii. +0-52.
4 Sat. Philipp iii. 7-14.
5 Sab. I Tim. v. l-8.
6 Mon. Luke xi. 1-13.
7 Tues. Psalm lv. 16-23.
8 Wed. John xv. l-7.

Derr,y PontroNs ron Fpnnuenr, 1-15.

25 Wed. John iv. l-14.
26 Thur. Hosea vi. 1-6.
27 X'ri. Psalm xli. l-13.
28 Sat. Prov. xiv. 2l-31.
29 5Ab. l\[att. v. 38-48.
30 Mon. Luke x. 38-42.
3[ Tues. John xii. l-8.

9 Thur. John xvi. 23-31i.
l0 X'ri. Psalm lxvi. 8-20.
11 Sat. James i. 1-12.
l2 Sab. Matt. vi. 5-15.
13 Mon. Luke xii. 13-21.
14 Tues. Luke xii. 22-31.
15 Wed. Deut. viii. 10-20.

Auswnns ro QunsrroNs rN Dpcpunnn Issun.
Junior Di,aision.

XI. The great stone 'which Joshua took and set up under an
oak that was by the sanctuary of the Lord, and of which
Joshua said unto all the people, " Behold, this stone shall
be a witness unto us ; for it hath heard all the u'ords of
the Lord which He spake unto us." Joshua xxiv. 26,27t

XII. The stalks of flax rvith which Rahab hid the two Israelite' spies on the roof of her house. Joshua ii. 5.
Rahab \Yas a harlot. Joshua ii. 1.
She believed in the God of Israel. Joshua ii. 9-1.1, 21, and_

Heb. xi. ;11.

Middle Diaision.

Xtr. There are more than three young people answering to the
description. The following is a good sample of a fourteen-
rvord story of Paul's sister's son '-(( Paul's nepherv hears

t
I
I
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of conspiracy
Paul."

Archer, Maggie.
Archer, Sarah.
Boyd, Ifugh R.
Carson, Thos. L.
Dunlop, Anna.
Ect.
Elbve.
X'erguson, Jack M.
Gardner, Annie M.
(iardner, Mary J.
Iferron, Mary E.
Logan, Sarah;

Adarns, Briton.
Arrnie.
Archer, S. R.
Boyd, Jeanie.
Boyd, Meta.
'Carson, Alex. G.
Cromie, Alfred.
x'. M.
Gardner, Alex.
(iardner, James.
Graham, Robert S.
Hill, Thomas A.
Horvard.
Kane, Katie C.
Knox, A. T.
M'Dorvell, Andreu' \\r.
M'Ewen, Bertie.

Fon 'rtru Youxc.

II. Ilronr,o

M'Fall, Wrn. Reid.
M'Gladdery, Jos. H.
M'Kelvey, Robbie.
M'Kinstry, R.
M. H. F. T.
O'Neill, E. E.
Osman Jessie.
Osman, Lizzie.
Paterson, Jas. H.
Paterson, Jean P. T.
Potts, John.
Re.ynolds, Jessie W.
Robbie.
Robinson, llaggie.
Sproul, Jeanie C
Sproul, Nana IrI.

to kiil Paul, informs the captain, and saves

Senior D,iaision.
XI. (a) Joshua-

(l) Sublime faith in God. Num. xiv. 8, 1) ; Josh. x. 12-14;
(2) Wise ,valour in fighting for God. Exod. xvii. 8-13;

Josh. ii. 1, etc.
(3) Scrupql.oor obedience to God's commandments. Num.

xxxrr. 12; Josh. xi. 15, xxir'. 15.
(b) Achan-

(l) Covetousness. Josh. vii. 21.
(2) Cunning. Josh. vti. 22.
(;)) Heartlessness, in bringing sufiering on others. Josh.

vi. 18, vii. l, 24, 25.

Answers to the Questions 'in December issue haue been receiaed,

frorn the following :-
I. J uuron DrvrsroL";

DrvrsroN.
Maurice.
M'Donnell, Jack.
M'X'all, Agnes H.M'K;6;t:i;*
M'Kelvey, Lizzie.
M. M.
O'I{eill, David H.
O'Neill, J. B.
Potts, Sidney.
s. P. x'.
Sproul, John B.
\\r. s. tr'-
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III. Ssr'rron

Archer Agnes M.
Archer, George.
A. W.
Boyd., Muy.
Brown, Mirrnie.
Calder, Nellie n:I.

Daisy.
Dickey, Lizzie.
X'inlay, Nellie.
Logan, Martha B;

Drvrsrorv.
Longwell, Ida M;
Mac.
M'Donnell, Sam. A;
M'Knight, Agnes R.
M'Knight, A. K.
Il'Knight, Sam;
Porter, Rachel.
Potts, Nora,
Riverside.
Smyth, Jane E. I

J

The Ministerial Aid and Foreign Mission Schemes of the

Reformed Presbyterian Church.

AN APPEAL.

THn tu.o principai Synodical Schernes of the Refolmed Pi'esby-
terian Church in Scotland are the Ministerial Aid Fund, and.
the Foreigrr l\{ission Scheme. Tl're former is for the sustaining
of the Church at home, the latter for the sending of tho
gosperl abroad. If the Church be not financiali;' sustainecl
at irome it cannot rnake progress, it cannot even continue to
exist; and simiiarlv, if it be not efficientlrr sustained at home,
it c:rnnot extend tlie hingdom of Christ in heathen la.nds.

The memJ:ers of the Church knorr- n'ht- the 1\'Iinisterial Aid
Funcl \yas calletl into existence. llven. Church in the land
lias a fund for tlre sillne plrrposer. tliat pnrpose being the
hetping of rveakel corlgrer.r^ations. If all the conp4regations of
nuf o.ttltr Cliurch tyele. stlong, strong in ntttrtbers or in rvealtli,
then there woulcl bc no neeil fot a llinisterial Aid F'undl each
congregation 'woultl be able to rneet all its o\Yn requirem_ents.
Rufthe congregltioris of the Chur:ch are not all strong. Some
are numericali1: :rntl financiallv rveaft, ancl if the Church is to
live anrl l)rosper, the st,r.ong must help tire \,eali. So Christ
teaches us. -1|.e was rich. ancl for ITis people's sake IIe
became poc)r, that they iiright be ricir. Antl if IIe has blessed
one company of His people rvith more prosperit;' and abun-
clance thin another, then it is surelv their privilege and their'
tluty alike. for the Chrtrclt's sake, for the trfaster''s salie, to
assist their l'eaker blethren. Tlie ideal of ministerial supporl
that is aimed at bv the Church is not high, not so high as
it ought to be, rrot so high as it niglrt be. Ancl it is a fair
question rvhet]rer lttot'e might not be done than has vet been
c'lcrre bv tlte Chrrrch iIr this dircctiorr.

'llre'otlrer sclrenre of llirliurtrirrul itttlroltiurce is the F<,reigrt

{
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lfission Scheme. Our Church has been honoured to undertake
a, great n'orli for the Master in Syri_a, an-d she has beerr

honourecl no less in having distinguished workers in the field.
It is no mere truistn that that Church prospers most that
is zealous for the extension of the kingtlom of Christ both at
homo ancl abroacl.

What efiort, then, is the Church making to meet the clainis
of these trvo funds ? \\te know, but it is no matter of boasting,
that in the matter of liberality, our Church reaches a higher
level than most Churches around us. That, however, is not,
the question. The question is, Iforv much, or in n'hat pro-
portion, do the mernbers o1' the Church contribute to thesc
two schemes ?

Take the trfinisterial Aid Scheme first. In order to raiso
the stipends of the aid-receiving congregations to 8155 a year,
with an aliorvance of ,€20 for a manse. it is required that ali
the congregations of tho Church should unitedly raise the sum
of from glilO to .€1110 each .vear. The amount actually con-
tributed annualh' is, on an average, from 9130 to {l4O-
The latter sum means 2s tr0cl per me'mber for the Jlear, or
just a little more tlian one halfpenny per member per week.
There are members of tl-re Church l.hose annual contribution
amounts to serreral pouncls ft year, ancl 'q'ho ltave been giving
that sum for years, and that rnakes the average weeklv giving
of others very much less. Norv, if each member of the Church,
adopting the Apostolic pian.of " laying bv each n'9ek," n'ould
give one penny per l.eeh the year round, instead of a half-
penny, it rvould, apart frorn the larger individual contribu-
tions, amount to nlore than {,200- And that rvould mean
a consideral:iie aclvance in the comforts of our ministers' homes.
Will any say that that stanilard of giving is too higli for
the Covenanting Church ?

Then in regard to the Foi'eign l\Iission of the Cliurch, what
is the amount of the Clrurch's giving to it? The demand
mado on the Scottish Clnrrch for tho mission in Antioch anrL
Alexandretta is on an avera[{e from fr250 to .€300 each year.
That r's the fourth of the n'hole surn required frorn the Scottish
and Irisir Churches cornlriner.l. Ilorv much then do the mem-
bers of the Church contribute to'ward that amount ? They
contribute about €90 a l-eal', or an average snm per: member
of ls 10d, or less than one halfpenny perrveek throughorrt
tho year. The margin betrveen tliat and the sum actuallv
paid-is met bv dras-ing r,n legacies left to the mission during
the last ferv )ears. :urrl rrnounting originallv altogether trr
about .€2500. That margin, it is hardh' necessary to say, is
rapidly disappearing, fot alreadv it is reduced to .€1500. If
this rate of giving by the members be adhertd to and not
exceeded for tho next seven or eight years, rvhat then? Bv
that time the nroner- of tlre legrrcies will be esbausted, and
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rhe (lhurch rvill firttl itseif ri'ith au itrconie oI only €90 to meet
iirl expenditule ot' .f,300. ,llld rvherl that' tirne colnes tlre
(lhurcli will either have to ttlake :l cottsidelable advance itr

qivirr.g, or it will ltitve io retltrce tlle rvork iu the rnission field
,rucl cail sollle of the tnissionalies irotne. That latterlvoulrl
be t sad attcl ratlter huurbling alternative to conteinplate. On

t.he other hattcl, if the tueurbet's of the Cliurch 'ivoulcl, even by
se f-clelial if lecessar.v, p1t pilst, ()ne pel]l1Y per rveek, alcl
rhose tr-r .w,holit Go,l iracl- tlealt borurtifullv give accordingly,
rhep there woulcl be ll]onev enotlgil to rneet all clemancls,

tnone)r to buiirl tlie inission 1.rr-emises _ so greatlv needecl at'

-llexanclret,ta, rnrttrev evell to eniargo the rvo_1k and send more

rnissionaries into thb fieid. ,lncl rvoultl the Church at home be

the poorer fc,r the eftor't? ln this too let the st,rong in the
."rrerial congrega.tioris co-operate rvith tlie rvea,k, and the
l-rlessing rvill not be l'ithhelcl.

It is'nruch to lie clesired tirat the l)Iillrilfi-ets and deacons of

our congt'egatioris s'ould take these lnatters into their serious

considerjatic'rn, an,,1 rlevise such nreans us iu tireir n'isdom rvould

t * t "rt adapte.d-bv collections, boxes, b-ooks, or cards-
*irurut y the ^memllers alld adirerents rvould have opPortunities
.,i-i""r"u.ing their contributions to tbese trvo inrportant funds'

AnJ we a','peat to the rnembers themselves for a faithful
.r".f.f.,- ,,ti,,f ing l.ry in store as ,Gocl hath^prosperet.l them."
N,., ,r,,oru suiialile tirne to adopt the habit of systematic giving

"nuld 
tre than the beginning bf a llew ]'ear. Then thero -rvill

he no anrieties at thJ end of the financial vear, norrvill there
i,u ""y 

neecl for rrrgent and repeated appeals for special aud

liJreral collectiorls.
Jn nams of tho two Comt'rlittees,

Tsn Cotvnxnris.

STRAY NOTES.

Cirurr,ir of Scotlittttl Ioreign rtrissious i1l'e to benefit ()11 a

i:r,rge scale l.rv the ri'ill of thd late f)r' .Iames llacGregor, of st.
( lut'irbelt's. Edinliurgh, rvlrich is a joint settlement as betrveen

lrirrrself nrrtl Iris rvicl,rrr. On tlie tleath of the survivor t'wo-

tIir.ds,rf t]re 1e.*itlle 6f lris rrrettlts 11cl estate, and one-half
.rt' liers. rvili be rler,oted in a]l time cotlling to a fund for
I',lreigll rrrissions. l,ith one sti'ict prcrviso: " It being the er-

liless"rvill of botlL testittols thtrt tto tnissiouar|,_ male or fetnale,
s]r,r,il ever be ertrliloverl untler, or supported by, the fund,
regrrr,ling rr-horn the"conr.ener of the Foleign I\fission com-
rrrittee liirs rrot personitllv satisfied hirnself that he or she is
,t l.relier-er irr the deitv of tire Lorcl Jesus Christ."

Se v eye r.i otin g' l-retrveer l{inclus an tl }Ioh tr nrttrerlan s in Caicutta,
i1 c,,1rrer:ti61 ivitlr tlre sl:lughter llv the latter of the sacred

*

t_
I
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corv, has resultecl in 6 killed, 300 injuled, and- 100 arresteti.
'fhs Government has refused to order the l\fohamnedans trr
rlesist from killing cows at the dictation of the llindu mal-
contents, trut has'had sorne trouble'to keep the,rival factions
apart. Things are not, horrever, as barl as thev s'ere trvo

years ago.
Miss Frances Ruslrrvo1th, a Leeds dlessmaker, recorded |er

vote in the East Leeds Parlianentarv election. Miss Rush-
$,orth's narne \yas entered on the register as " Francis "
insteafl of " Fra1ces." S[e also r-ot,etl at the Jar4rar'1' elec'-

tion.
Rarv sill< has increrserl 10 per cent.. in price. Tlte cause-

are trvofold. lle:rvv lloods in-Japan have dar"uaged mulb_er1)-

trees, upon the leaves of which silk-worms feed, and 
il'IL

America'the demand for silk has risen abnormally. ai] siJjl
goods ancl those of 

-\'hich silk is a componeDt material u"ill
in consequeltce cost ntore this lvinter.

winnipeg has no$, the largest wheat market in the 'rvorlt'l-

at rvhich 88,000,000 fuushels have beel dispos_ed of , a turnover-
of 7,ooo,ooo bushels more than Minneapolis. 'rvhicli comes

rlext.
Sir Ernest Cassel has purchased from the Austrian \Iirlistr"

of Public \Vorhs one gramme of radium for €15,000. IIe will
present it to the nngtistr Radium Institute for purposes c'f

medical research.
Seagulls in the Lothians have acquired _a, taste lor -a grairr

cliet, incl nrake serious incursions upon fields of barlev an,{
s'heat. If this tendency becomes general arnong the multitucle
of seagulls in the district, the outlook for the farmers will be
some'what serious.

German brervers are angrY n'ith the Kaiser for his recent
rescripts about the rtse of alcohol in the Arml'- a1d Navr'.
Dr Vogel, director of the }lre\t'ers' Academ;, addressing a cj-lr-
ference at lfunich. stated that beer is "fluid bread." The
Kaiser, he declared, ought to remember what the breu'ers an'l
their industly had clone for the rising German fleet'. Five
millions sterling had Lreen raised bv them to proviile funds f,'r'
new ships. Seemingiy German brern'ers, as rvell as those of
this countr,v, n'ish to take credit to themselves for paying
tares which they pass on to the consumer.

God give us men I

A time like this tleniattds
Great hearts, strong rninds.

Tme faitlr ancl n'illing hands.

-O, 
W . Holmes.
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A NEW-YEAR PRAYER.

trIevp mercy on me, Lord, {or I am weak;
Remember, Lord, horv short my time is;

Remember that I am but flesh,

{ r'r3d that passeth alvay, and cometh not again.
Ilfy days are as grass, as a florver of the field ;
For_ the wind goeth over me, and f am gone,
-And my place shall kno'vr me no more.

I am dusf and. ashes,
Earth and. grass,
Flesh and breath,

Clorruption and the worm,
A stranger upon the earth,
Dwelling in a house of clay,

Ferv and evil my d.ays,
To-day, and not to-morron-

fri tire ;;t"i"g,-y"t no[ untii'night,
In a body of sin,

In a rn'orld of corruption,
0f ferv days and. fuil of trouble,

Coming up, and cut down like a florrer,
And as a shadoin- having no stay.

Remember this, 0 Lorcl, and sufier, remit;
By the rnultitude of Thy mercies,

By the riches and excessive redundance o{ Tiry pity ;
By all that is d.ear to Thee,

All tha,t rve should. plead,
And before and beyontl all things, by 'Ihvself,
By Thyself. O Lord, and b;r Thy Christ,
Lord have mercy upon me the chief of sinners.
f) my l-,ord., let Tiry mercy rejoice
Against Thy juclgment in rny sin.

O Lord, hear, O Lord, forgive,
O Lord, hearken,

0 Lord, hearken and do,
Do and defer not fol Thine own sake,

Defer not, O Lord my God.

-Bishop And,reues.

'l'here is a spurious goodness rvhich is good for the sake of
reward. The child that speaks truth for the sake of the praise
of truth, is not truthful. Tho man who is honest because
honesty is the best poiic), has not irrtegrity in his heart. fle
rvho endeavours to be humble and holy and perfect in order
to win heaven lias onlv a counterfeit religion.-le. W. Robert-
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.L Catholic Encycloped,ia is being published by the Church oI
Rome, the largest ever issued. It ought to be authoritative.
In the seventh- volume, recently issued, the following is what it
says as to the way in which heretics should be dealt with-" The
guiding principles in the Church's treatment of heritics are the
following-. Distinguishing between formal and material heretics,
she appfies to the former the canon, 'Most firmly hold and in
no way doubt that every heretic or schismatic is to have part
with the Devil and his angels in the flames of ebernal fire, unless
before the end. of his life he be incorporated. rvith and restored.
to the Catholic Church."' This is suffi.ciently plain and lurid.
Every heretic, 'i.e., evety Protestant that runneth may read.

The Church of England is travelling fast. The Protestant
Bishop of London was lately in l\fontreal, and rvhen there he
addressed the Convention of the Brotherhood. of St. And.rew.
ln the course of his add.ress he said-" God bless the Roman
Catholics. I am glad. they have such success here, but of course
they are a mere handful over the lvater. I invite them to share
with me in any work, and I must acknowledge that their Arch-
bishop Bourne is a personal triend of mine, rvith wirom f work
hand in hand in London." It is in keeping with this that we
learn that at St. Michael's Episcopai Church in Brigltton recently,
on " Ali Souls' Day," there were three " Black Masses " ofiered.
At this service the officiating priest called, out the names of
seventy-{ive dead persons, for whom prayers were requested,
after which the wafer and wine were " ofiered " as the " sacrifice "
for their departed souls. If the Bishop of London can extend
such a brotherly Jrand to the Archbishop of Westminster, who,
by the way, looks 'rvith contempt on his Episcopal ordets, and if
Episcopal curates can rvith impunity copy the most pronounced
services of Rome, then it is a very thin wall of partition, a wall of
paper, that separates the two Churches. M

Light is breaking in here and there on the minds of leading
men in the Church of Rome. All the encyclicals of the Pope
cannot hinder it. Not long ago we called attention to the case
of the ex-Jesuit Professor Bartoli, one of the most scholarly men
in the Romish Church, who parted" company finally with the Pope
and the Papacy. And now we have another prominent teacher,
not 'verting indeed to Protestantism, but making concessions
that must be unpalatable to the Pope. A Roman Catholic
professor of Tiibingen has lately publi'shed a Manual of Church
Eistory, in which he frankly acknowled.ges that the Church of
R.ome was badly in need of reform before the time of the Refor-
rnation, and that when the Reformation came his Church benefited
greatly thereby. He says that " tire Schism in the Church,
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hou'ever regrettable, wrls not .ivithout rvholesorne results. It
caused necessarv reforms u'ithin the Church lviric]r u-erre too long
delayed, and that rn'ere only introduced u,hen :r large fraction ot
the u.orld had already abandorred the Church in disgust." Hence,
he says, " There can be no doubt that the Church's irnprove-
ment is closely bound up rvith the Protestant Refolmalion."
It rs a great stretch {or a Rornan Catholic professor to rnake the
admission that the Llhurch of Rome, the infallible Church of
Rome, needed reform, and that it actuallv benefited b.i' the
Reformation. The same author. bv the o"ry. do., not spare the
Jesuits u'hen he comes to deal u-ith thern. No rvonder the
I'ublet did not receive the tu.o volumes of Professor I'unk lavour-
abi;'.

The ingenuitl' of Rome in 'n'orming its rvtry into institutions
lvhere one would ieast expect to find it is marvellous. \Ve are
{amiliar s'ith its success in {oisting a chair o{ Scholastic Philosoptrv
on the non-sectarian (so-called) LTniversitv of Belfast. \\'e norv
learn that it, has its finger in bhe pie in Trinity Crollege, Dublin,
the Clollege to rvhich the l{agee College of Londonderry, essentiallv
Presbyterian, has recently been affiliated. The degrees of Trinity
College rank high, :r,nd there is all the nrore need that the;r should
be sa{eiy guarded, especiallv the degrees in divinitv. It has just
come to light that one of the text books recentlv appointed for
the Trinity Oollege divinity degree is a volume on Holy Com-
munion, u'ritten by the Librarian of Pusey House. in u'hich it is
taught that " the consecrated bread and lr'ine are in literal truth
tlie very body' and blood o{ the crucified and living l-,ord," and
that, moreover. " Clirist is u'holly present rrith both His body
a,nd His blood in either species." Our I.,ord's commarrd to " do
this " is declared to mean " sacrifice this." Both Reservation
and Elevation o[ the ]llements are advocated, and regret is
expreSsed that comrnunion is not adrninistertd to infants. And
u'hat makes the case rnore serious is that this hook is not one of
several from rvhich stu<ients preparing for tire degree mav choose,
it is the only booli on Holy Communion on the progra,mme.
So much {or the Trinitl- College degre'e of B.D. There are B.D.'s
arid B.D.'s, but if the degree oI any Liniversit"v is to cover, by
any possibility, doctrine such as tliis, it may become desirable to
adopt the proposal rnade some tirne ago in acadernic circles, that
all degrees shoulcl be :rccompanied by tlie narne of the tlniversity
by rvhrch they have been conferred.

The Republican Cloverrnment of Portugal to-day, in driving
out the Jesuits, is only repeating what the Portuguese Government
did in l7ir{). 1767, and ll:}4. 'Ihe Court oI Portugal on one of
these occasions published a manifesto containing an " Exposition
of the X'acts and illotives " that decided it in expelling the Jesuits
from the countrv. That document savs that " the monarch
u'as bound by ljivine las-. bv that of Lature, ancl the larv of
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nations, to drive out, of the kingdom the members of the Society
.of Jesus, whose conupt regimen had promoted a seditious and
intestine war and an open and declared rvar in his transmarine
domains. The Apostolic Bulls and laws of the kingdom produced
no other efiect upon the Jesuits than to incite them to rebellions,
to usurpation of entire provinces, to unheard of and intolerable
scandals, with u'hich they filled the kingdom." This manifesto
contains a terrible record. of the evil doings of the Jesuits, and no
names are hard enough to apply to the members of the society.
The law against them, through time. became inoperative, and they
.crept back again, with the result that once more they have been
banished the country. Will Britain not give heed, to this
rvarning ?

The manner oI worship in the Church of Rome seems to be
infectious in some quarters. It has not only spread rvidely
through the Episcopal Church, but it is gradually percolating
through it into the Church of Scotland. We are all familiar with
the erection of a statue of the Virgin and Child in St. Cuthbert's
Church in Edinburgh. No amount of v'hitewashing can make
that image anything but a relic of Rome and Paganism. W'e
now learn that the Established Church in Crathie, u'hich has
long been attended by the Royal X'amily'n'hen at Balmoral, is
being renovated in such a fashion as pretty u'ell to improve
its Presbyterian appearance out of existence. The change is
said. to be made in honour of King Edward VII. The communion
table, which formerly and naturally was of wood, is nou'of stone,
of Iona marble; and behind it is an oak screen richly carved
and canopied, resembling the reredos in an Episcopal church.
The significance of it all is plain. It is an aping, and pitiable
enough at that, of the style of Episcopal churches. There is no
shad.ow oI warrant for it in that room in rvhich Christ instituted
the Supper. The Master and his disciples gathered round a
table. A table of stone becomes an altar, and there was no altar
in the upper room. A table of Iona marble, rvith the reredos
filling up the design, brings us perilously near the sacerdotalism
and idolatry of Rome. The image of the Virgin and Child, and
the marble communion table, show how things are moving.

'lhe rnarli of a saint is not pelfect.ion, but consecration.-
W estcott.

It is not b; change of circurnstance, but by fitting or.u'

spirits to tlio circumstance in which God has placed us, that
we can be reconciled to life and duty.-/ . W . Robertson.

" IIe lives long that lives n'ell, and time misspent is not
lived, but lost. Besides, God is better than His prornise if
Ho takes fron man a long lease, and gives him a freehold of
greater value. "-P uller.
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Oburcb therDg.

THE LATE REV. ROBERT ALLEN.
Br the death of the Rev. Robert Allen, Newtownards, the
Irish Reformed Presbyterian Church has just lost ono of its
truest and kindest ministers. NIr Alien died in the manse,
Sloan Street, Newtownards, on Monday morning, 28th Novem-
ber, after a very short illness. He had attained the ripo
age of eighty-eight years, and had been in his usual excellent
health till the Wednesday before his death. That evening
he complained of feeling unl'ell, and a doctor rvas called in,
but his- services rvere of no ar.ail, and tho venerablo minister
gradually gre\'!- weaker, and passecl peacefully to his eternal
ieward in the presenco of liis daughter, trfrs M'Ewen, and her
husband, Rev.'J. M'Erven, R.P. minister of Fairview, Co.
Monaghan. The immecliate cause of death was bronchial
pneumonra.

Mr Allen was wont humbly to boast that he had never known
a day's illness in his life, and was never hindered by infirmity
of any kind from preaching tho Gospel regularly. Up to the
very last he bore his weight of years and labour rvith lightrress
and joyousness of heart. His ruddy countenance betokened his
exub-erant health, ancl his good spirits never seemed to fail
him.

Robert Allen was boln near Cookstown, Co' Tyrone, in the
year L822" Having had from childhood a strong desire to
Lnter the ministry, he became a student of the Reformed
Presbyterian Church, and 'n'as licensed to preach in 1854. He
was appointed in 1855 to labour in Dublin, chiefly as a- mis-
sionarv amongst Roman Catholics. In 1867 he received and
accept-ed a call to Newtownards congregation, in ministering
to which he passed the lqng remainder of his working yell!'
retiring in tg06 from tho active duties of the pastorate. His
successor, Rev. 'Iorrens Boyd, rvas installed over_ tbe charge
on 4th September, 1907. Mr Allen, however, still fre,qu_ently
occupied the pulpit, ancl on the sabbath before his fatal illness
tgoF part in ths communion servi_ce, _and again 

^i_n 
the thanks-

grvrng servlce on the following Mondav. lVIr Allen was thus
in ministerial harness for over fifty-one years' and was at
his death an ordained minister of more than fifty-five years'
standing. Ho rvas appointed Clerk of the Eastern PresbvterY
in 1884-, and discharged the cluties of that office until tho
summer of 1906.

Mr Allen was of a most genial and kindly disposition. His
pulpit stylo was_ .vigorous and lively, u:q his pulpit matter
*ar neoer anything but the Gospel of Jesus, _ Saviour and
King. In his- attachment to the Coventnter Church he was
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constant and earnest, and ho ever delighted in the Church's
history and principles. Beloved_ by a_ll who- knew him, and
looking ahva-r,ls on ihe brighter side of thing!, -he 

communicated
his owir happiness to all who came into his fellorvship. IIe was
without bitterness and without guile, a,nd ever a man of peace.

We respectfully offer to his daughter, Mrs -M'Ewen, Mr
I{'Ewen, and their children, our deepest sympathy.

" Blessed are the dead rvhich die in the Lord." " To deparb
and be n-ith Christ is verv far better." G-

Lncrunns By Rnv. J. P. Srnurnnns. 
- 

A large audienco
gathered in Loanhead Clrurch on the evening of 2nd- December
[o hear Rev. J. P. St'.t1ers, ]f.A.. Greenock, lecture on
"Coincidences." The chair \\'a,s to have been occupied by
Rev. W. P. Paterson, D.D., Professor of Divinity in Edin-
burgh universit"r,, but he rvas prevented by i'llness. .In his
r.pology for absence Professor Paterson 'wrote : " It n'ould have
been a pleasure to rne to meet 1\[r Struthers again,, and to hear

, a, lectuie by one s-hose signal gifts are so v-ell knorvn in the
west of scotland." llev. A. c. Gregg having introduced Mr
Struthers, the latter: proceeded, in his uniquely cogent, im-
pressire and original fashion, to deal rvith "Coincidences,"
of *hich he gave many stlange and startling samples, empha-
sizing the rlivino Iland in all. A voto of thanks to Mr
Stmihers was nloved bv l\{r Hugh II. }'IacTaggart, who spo\e

| . of the rare quality of the lecturer's character and genius. On- the ovening of Frirlay, 16th December, Mr Struthers lectured
on " A Week-End a lfunclred Years Ago," in the Warrender
Parli United Free Church. Edinburgh.

Accnpr.rxcu oF Car,r,.--On ?th December Mr Alexander
Gilmour, M.A., licentiate of the Southem Presbytery, Ireland,
accepted the cail addressed to him b;* tlie congregation of
Dr'imbolg, Co. I)erry, which rras left vacant by the transfer-
ence of Rev. II. K. l\fack, 8.A., from that charge to Geelong
Reformed Presbyterian congregation. Australia.

HoNouIl ro CovnxANrnn Stuonlir.-1\{r William Lynd, 8.A.,
youngest son of Rer'. Professor Lynd, D.D., Belfast, has been
appointed President of the Students' Representative Council
of Belfast University for tlie coming year. On the ratification
by tho King of this appointment, nfr Lynd will hold a seat
in the Senate of the University during the y,-ear of his presi-
dency. Mr Ll nd is also President for the year of the Students'
Christian Union in Belfast. We ofier him our heartiest con-
gratulations. .:

Loauuneo CoxcnnclrroN.-The annual business meeting of
the Loanhead congregation was held in the Church Hall on
'Wednesclay evening, 2lst December. Mr George Reid, preses,
occupied the chair. Tea was provirlecl rit 7 p.rn. The
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rrsual appointments rvere tttade, nrtd sa,tisfaction n'as expressed
b.y the chairman and others s,ith the state of the corlgrega-
tional finartces, lIr W. J. L:ticllarv tlre 'Jlt'easnt'er's lttrlance-
slreot shorving over {J25 to the good.

I)nouenl Coxcnncruox.-ilhe annual congregational rneeting
of Drornara Reformed Fresbvterian Church rvas held on tlre
evening of the lSth l)ecember'-the pastor, Rev. W. Warnock,
R.A., in the cha,ir. 'Ihe chairman leportecl steadv rvork and
I)l'ogless in all clepartments of their congregational tvork. They
\\'ere departing from tlie usual annual soiree by substituting
:r cinernatograpir etttertaintnent, and he hoped that this l'ould
llo a rvelcome change. rlt intelvals, selections from trIr S.
Alleu's grarnophone, in charge of llr lV. J. Irulton, u'ere given.
tler.. W. G. Glasgorv contribtrtecl a Jrrief address of congratul:l-
tion. and a successful ttreet,ittg \yas l:r'onglrt to a close by the
rrsual votes of thanks.

0Diggiorrg.

LETTER FROM REV. DR MARTIN.
To tli,e Edi,tors.

\ly I)nen Srns.
I have been on mv nsual missionary tour to Idlib

:rrrd Aleppo, a,nd hope to return to Antioch next week. Both
rrt Idlib and here I have been enabled to preach rvith tho usual
frequency on Sabbaths and 'week clavs, and have met, frorn
lrt'ethren and friends, a cheering welcorne and attentive
liearing.

Yesterday evenins I conductecl annual thanksgiving services
lrele. On the previous evening I lectured to our people on
tlro clistinctive princ,ipies of our R.P. Church, and on our obli-
.qttions as (,-'lrristiari u'itnesses. On the evening preceding I
lrldressed a, la,rger auclierrce in the meeting-house of the English
l)r'esbl.terian Church's llission to the Jervs, preaching on the
l)assage lecording the conversion of the Pirilippian jailer, with
its context. 'fliis evening-Saturday-I have no meeting, but
I hope to preacli tlvice to-morrorv as usual.

lIy tour rras not this time continuous, flS, owing to the
st:lte of health of one or trvo mernber.s of my family, I felt
obliged !o go back to Antiocli for a ferv days, after concluding
rrry rvork at Idlib, a,ncl before ploceeding to Aleppo. This
greatly extended rny journey. But ury return ther to Antioch
lnovecl quite necessar')'. I x-as, horvever, enabled to set out
tbr Aleppo after five clavs, and I liave had good news from
,tntioch since. The cor:rrrlencernerlt of mv totlr rvas delayed,
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especially by' 1:t'e'ssut'e ot rnedical ri"olk I antl rrou' it is rvint'et'.
,.tid the colcl ,somervhat trving in travelling, especiallv in the'
cirr&villlserais at night

Some Englishmen, tertrporarily here in conuection n-ith,repair
of the roacls, complain that they sufier more frottr coid tharl
they- ever did in Bnglanrl. But the houses here, their door:s.
rvinrlorvs, n,ncl lloot's! tu'e cttnstt'ucted and alt'artgetl rvith a viel'
not to the cold, but to tlre heat, which prevails cluring far the

*'i"iil,'tl:'iJ.iJ,1?,t""fi.r"o, 
througliorit rny to.r tt.rs far.

tho remarkable " travelling mercies " n'hiclt have follos'ecl nre
in rny missionarv journevings, though not ahval'-s my usutl
goocl weather. 'l'he exception, as regards the l'eather', r!-as

tlrat in riding back to Antioch on horseltack. I rvas undet'
ta,in, on the last. day of that journey, for sonle fifteen or mol'e
of the tn'enty-one rniles of the day's ride.

I:[y nrercies \vere, nevertheless. even the ]]tot'e couspicuous
irr the inclement rveather'1 for, although n'ithout rain-coat. I
suffered nothing, my arrivtrl in the evening being, happily, at
nry o\\'n hrime-. and so different. therefore, froni my .circunt-
stilnces harl the rain ftr,llerl on m"y path on the previous day i
:rld, rnoreoyer, my artimal, though a hired one, proving both
flt'et and comfortable. All which I rvould, at this thanksgiving
season, ancl at tlie closo of thirty-nine years of missionary
service, reconl to the praiso of our frord, the Church's I'Iear.l-
irr decialing Ilis s'ortrler'f'ttl rvollis artri Ilis frtitlrfulne'ss.

]'out';s. &c..
Aleplro, Slriu.

1Oth Decenibet'. 1910.

,feuss \LrtrlrN.

A CALUMNV REFUTED.

As r recent erarnple of ill-infortned criticisrn of nrissiottaries,
rve note the statentent rna,de in that self-irnportant print Joh n
Bull some time ago that " the holrors of the Congo are a

lr.vrvolrl rvitli ever'\'borh' €,;rc(.pt m:i,ssi,ona'ries, 'nho del'iberatel'u
twrn, a Nelson, eye! " Otto couicl mention r)tore tltatt trr'eltY
missionaries rvho strot'e ulgently to bring tlro atrocities to tlrtr
light of publicity, otte of rvhottr suffered prosecutiolr :rt the
hands of the Congo authorities in tltis connection. Sir Echvar',I
Grey declared in tlie llouso of Cornrnons (5tli Jull'. 1906) :-
" Tlre statements macle bt1 Brit'islt, rn'issiortarze.c ott tlre Congt>
before tho Report (King T,eopold's) :rppeared can be cliscountt'rl
nc) longer, becattse tlre Ileport confirms tltetn. " .\nd Sir
Arthut Conan Dovle. irr ir staterttettt publislred orr tr6th Septetrr-
ber, 1909, said '-" I rrsetl t,; be ilhvar,s agairrst rtlissioualies.
I used to think thitt tt-rissionat'ies clo nrot'e llarm than goorl,
bnt as long its I lilc I rvill ttt\\'et' silY il rr.ol'(1 agairtst. tlris-
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sionaries again. I shall always s-rrpport thern. If tho
missionaries-had chosen to .wink at what was going on, thev
might have had a vely plea"sant^time. l'hqy acted like men_-
and splendidly. . the Congo missionaries have made
rno revrso my estimate of missionaries. I shall never say :r

'word againsl missionaries again-"

WIIEN JE5U5 15 KINC.

Sing we the King who is coming to r-eign,
Gloiy to Jesus, the. Lamb that 'w'as slain,
I.,ife 

- 
and salvation l-tis empire shall bring,

Joy to the nations when Jesus is King.

All rnen shall drvell in IIis marvellous light,
Il,aces long severed I-Iis love shall unite,
Justice arid truth from IIis sceptre shall spring,
Wrorrg shall be ended when Jesus is King.

All shatl be well in l{is Kingdom of Peace,
Freeclom shall flourish ancl rvisdom increase,
Foe shall be friend when His triumph wo sing,
S'word shall be sickle when Jesrts is King.

Souls shall be saved from the burden of sin,
Doubt shall not darken His rvitness within,
Ilell hath no terrors, ri,ntl Death hath no sting,
Love is victorious when Jesus is King-

t(ingdorn of Christ, for Thy coming we pray'
Has{en, O Father, the dawn of the daY,
When this new song Thy creation shall sing,
Satan is vanquishecl and Jesus is King.

-Rea. 
C. S'ilt'ester IIorne, 'in " The Clr,r'ist'ian World,."

Kind words are the music of the world. They have a power
rvliich seems to be beyond natural causes.--Fa'ber-

Man is more than constitutions;
Better rot beneath the sod

Than be truo to Church and State,
While rr-e're doubly false to God. 

_Lowell.

our daily duties are a part of- our religious life as much as

<.rur devotions are.-.E. W. Beecher.
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Tloteg anD Oommentg.

Covenanters and the Election.
'I'np Election is over' :rrrel gone. llirne 'rvithorrt stint, money
without stint, temper witirout stint, hitvo been thro\vn aw&y
upon it, and what good htrs beert efTeoted lry it all ? Alt
parties are ready to confess tlrrt no victory iras been won
by an/, and that practicall;' it is so tnuch iabour lost. Things
aro pretty much as they were, rrncl they rvill continue now
for several years in the rut in rvhich they have been moving.
Looking on calmly, frotn the outside, r.r,t :ill the fighting and
fencing of the various political parties, artd judging the future
by the past, one cannot help thinking thrtt the rvise man's
worcls are true in regard to British politics as to other things:
" Ths thing that hath been it is that rvhich shall be, and that
which is c'lone is that rvhich shall be clone, and there is no
new thing untler the sun." For many yeill's the trend of iegis-
lation in Rritain has been very 1ns6l, rvith slight variations, in
one direction, no matter rvhat parties rvere in porver. It has
been a constant tug-of-rvar betn'een the trvo great political
forces, invariably the one part-1' after a longer or shor-ber cycle
of years defeating the other, but on great tnoral and religious
issues such as afiect the rvelibeing of the country there is little
chango or advance. Class intr:rests dominate, and party ties
are omnipotent. On such questions ils the preservation of
the Sabbath, resist,ance to the inroads of llomanism, the sup-
pressing of the liquor traffic, the sinfulness of war, and so
forth, there is no advance. And as for a national acknow-
Iedglnent of the clainis of Christ, that is a question that no
party rvill touch. It is often urged on the electorate that they
should send " good men " to Parliament to work needed
moral reforms, and good rnen are often sentl but once in
Parliament, their: hands are tied, and they aro swamped by tho
party that has helped to put thern into place and power.
When one considers the fact that there is no party in the
State for Christ, no party elaring to plead the claims
of Christ, in fact no lrartv toierant of Christ, what can
ono expest from the combined forces that make up the legis-
Iative body ? And when to this is added tho fact that the
Constitution to wliich the,u- all swear, and that binds them
a,ll together, is a Constitution l,hat avorvedly disownS Christ,
what ground is there to expect that t,hings will be otherwise
than they are?

Of course Covenanters are called by many uncomplimentary
names, because they do not join in the political fray, and give
their support to one or other of the contending parties. But
for thertr there are only the trgo wilys of it, and they have

t---
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a right to consider n-hich rvay n'ill commend itself to their
consciences ancl at the sftllre tirne besb aclvance the callss
rvhich they have at heart. The one way is to stand aparb,
lihe Nehenriah on the wali, ancl affirm their testimony for.
the Kingship and royal claims of Christ, that truth to main-
tain rvhich has been the Church's inspiration in the past, and
rvill continue to be her glory in the future until Christ be
crownecl. The other way is to enter the polling booth, where
they must choose betrveen helping on the cause of Temperanco
in Scotland at tlie e)ipense of Protestant truth and religious
libertv in Ireland, and preventing tlie advance of priest-rule
in Ireland at the expense tif Temperance reform in Scotland.
lforeor-er, in selectinc the latter alterrrative, they must thiri
themse.lr,es to the Constitution of the State, that Constitution
that declar:es the Sovereign to be supreme head in all things.
ecclesiastical. and conceming rvhich trfr Gladstone himself said,
on the occasion of Bradlaugh being allolved to " affirm,' in
Pnrliamerrt, that by that Act the last ledge of Christianity in
the Constitution s'tr,s taken awarr.

Betrveen those trvo aitematives the Covenanter rvill not hesi-
tate to rnahe his choice. Ire must be faithful to the claims of
his Lord. It rnay be said, it lias been saicl, that this policv
is a do-nothing policy, onlv a, voice crying in the wilderness.
But it is not a do-nothing policy to proclaim the truth of
God, and to stand bv it.; ancl though tlie voice rnay be feebie,
and onl-v as a voice crying in the wiidemess, tho virtue is nol,
in the voice, but in the truth that it proclaims. If that truth
be God's, the cry will not be lost. And if onlv the Christian
sentitnent of the Churches rvoulcl ralh' around that truth
!o-dly, the ]rour of nroral ancl national reforrn lvould not tarrv.
If all tlre (llnilclres u'oulcl but unite, not onlv in asserting, birl
in insistin{-on, the. Sovereigntv of Christ in the St"atg, u*-th"v
do in the Church, it rvould be the key to tlie solution of man.v
of the problems that norv vex society.

As for the argument that Christian merl should Fro into
political par"ties and into Parliarnent to 'work reforrns. it has
little force. Good rnen har-e been finding their wa)r into
Parliament for rnany years, and the fact lernains that everv
change in Britisli iegislation, as far as Protestantisrn is cori-
celnetl, fol tlre lrrst lirirrch'ed r.eirrs. h:rs been Rornervatd. Arrrl
that is the trend at this houi'. Besirles, a societl- rvhose con-
stitution is faulty, because rrnscriptural ancl anti,-scriptural. is
not to be reforrned frorn rvitl'rirr, but from rvithout; Jor thoser
rvithin are already cornmitted bv oath or pledge to its funcla-
mental principles. IIen do not boarcl a sinking ship in order-
to save) tire vessel, ol' enter: a bur.ning house in- order t'
extinguish the flarnes. lvork of that sort is done frorrr
rvitliorit. A Tenr|erirnce r.efor.mer rvould not propose t.
reforrn the drinli tlaftic l,I- taking liis plrrce as a s,rlesrrrarr

1-
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behind the bar', nor woultl an opponent of tiro principle of
seo'er,rv in rr llts,rnic Societ.;' I)r'opose to refornr it b-v taking
its barba-r'ous oaths and becorning a, nrember. \\'olk of tliat
rort is donrr frorrr ri'ithotrt. IIol' did Johl Knox refot'ttr tht'
Church in ScotJand, and Luther in Germauy? Iit'c,tu s-ifhin.
for tire,v rvere both priests ? No : fronr rrithout. 'lnd their
rvorli rl.as etTective. " Como out from arrlollg them and be
separat,e, saith the Lord, a.nd touch not the unclcan thing.''
No refoi:nr ri'iil e\-er save this nation, and bring the throne
and the people back to alleg'iance to Christ, thtt cloes not
begin rvith and proceed fronr loralt.y to the greal, tlrrtlt t'evealecl
iu the \\'old iitrd handeri tlott'n to us by oirr ('oveuitttting
fathers--tire Iiingly autholitv o1' Clilist. Casting ballots for'
ptesent-clav political parties, and sn,earing rrllegiance to thc
present Constitution of the country, rvill never do it. If
Neherniah hacl come dorrn from tlie n'all to co-operale with
the men on tlie plain, the walls of Jerusalem rvouid never have
l:een builL.

Norv therefoi'e kings, bc u'ise; be tiiught.
Ye juclges of the earth;

Seire God rvith fear, and see thttt \'{'
Join tremtrling 's'ith tout' rnirth.

A Scottish Minister on Cambling.
Trrn Rer. Robelb Sma.ll, It.A.. a distinguished scholar, and

rninisier of the Abbey United lrr:ee Chuich, North Belricli.
recenily delivered a lecture in that town on ths sulrject, of
gltribling. In ths coul'se of an rtnspat'ing denuncirrtion of tlit'
.-icc. of gambling, 1\{r Small said thal bookrnakels lracl suclt
a lat job that they could afiolcl non' rtnd irgain to pav :r gooci
stilT fine. H<.r'w enormously the practice of playing " briclgr: "
i'r- rrrorrey lrirtl rler-eloped itr oul' llppet classes; itnd sorne ol
these lrriclge-pia"ving transactions l-ele simply ct'uel. They
ruight put it thus__('The higli places of the earth are full of
the habitations of cluelty." Some of the faoes of those rvho
rongregated alound our Ilritisir racecoul'ses rvere full of foxi-
r)ess or wolfishness, rviiilst others rvero simpll' sri.inish. No-
u here else, not even in the io's'est slutns, nor even in ja,il
cells, u'as it easv to find such utter bestiality n ritten so large
on tho human face divine. And the pollution of hunran speeclt
reaclied its verv rvorst u'here the lruman tongue hacl behind
it the gambler's lust, fol golrl. Gamb)ing excelletl almost everv
'r'ice in the headlong rripidity *'ith rvhicir it serrt its victirus
aud votaries to perdition. Sotne men rvould feed tireir n,hippet
cl,rgs on the liest of butcher rneat n'hile their rvives :lurl
children were starving, while other grrrnl-rlels 'n'ouLl srvirrdle
their creditors 1'al and rvide. rtltliough prar-ing to tJie uitollnost
farthing the fellow-scoundrel rvith rvhr,rrn the gtrnlriirrg \ras
,Jouo. Ga.rnbiing rvirs in it.sell essentialJr: x').on3'. \Yirat \\'lrs

.lt
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tho cornpact betrveert two g;atriblersl fhey agleed together.to
,.teai fronr each otht-.t'. Just as two tnen who stood up rvith
loacletl revohrers to fight tJreir dttel were, in tlto eyes of God.
guilty of rnurdet', sc, also fello\r-garnblels, in the sig'ht, of God'
rr-ere"not guiltless of robbery. In the ono case ea,ch man took
his chanc6 of killing or being hilled, while in the other each

man took his chanJe of robblng or boing robbed. Mr Small
concluded a powerful indictment by a r.eference to gambiing
in the fashionable sea.side resort Nhere he was speahing. If
there s-as to be artY betterrnent, he sltid, in tire matter of
eamhling in Nort.h lSerwicli, it ought to begin qot i.n the- open

pio,"o. .ui*"o misguicled youths conglggat_ed trncl niisconducted
ihemseltes, but amung tho fashionaUte drawing-r'oollls of thtr
torvn, in lhich gambling held revc'l night anrl day, s'eek-day
and Sabbath.

Montreal Idol-Market.
Ar,r,nousH the great Eucharistic Congress at llontreal is comO

a,ncl goue, there a1e serreral facts about it rvorth noticing that
shoulcl be remernbered. These ale specified in detail b1- a]r

observant n riter in the Ptesbyterian Record, published in Montreal;
:[mong these are the lollos:ing. \vhile tiie Oolgress lasted., it
oa,ralV'sed busirress. tio rnuch-r)lolley rvas needecl to meet the
6*porrr", of the Congrcss that marry pressing debts in the city
hah to be lelt u'pairl. Wlile it iasted, at the same time it
conferrecl special p-riuii*14"u. People rvere allowed to eat meat
*rr*ty duy. 

^ The l',ope'r'Lon,nund at other tintes made it a sil
for ihu people to eit butcirer rneat. on & Friday ; the Pope's
p.rntissi,jn drrring the Congress made it rt<-l sin. Whether a thing
i* ni; crr is not siir dep"nclid,n tlrc ipse.ditit oi the Pope.. Thc

*..tioO o{ the Congiess rvas the occasioD, lngreovel, oI more

ooo...Et"ry rvorh on"tlte i:iabbath day-than artv other event that
itu" .ttt tlken place in llontreal. Never oii a Sabbath vvere

*o 
-*u,'y 

trains irriving ancl departing, .never sg m{nY tajh'r'ar'

emniovees engaged, neier so many waiters in hotels and res'

tauiadts empioyid, nevel street cars 
_so -thronged'.1e]/cl 

so ma,n)'

;;il*;y stations and restaurants_packed, ancl fruit shops bougfit

;;; 
"r'on 

that Congress Lord's l)ay. l)uring the.Congrcss,.tgg.

ittu uttitode of the"people was noi a devotiorral but a holida;'

uiiitoar. 'Ihe proceisioi, rvas tour hours long, the host with thr'
-.ri.*ir*ti., .oniiog at t,he close : and for over three hours thero

;;;;d1e*, .oci."ties with banners and band.s and uniforrns,

u"J *[* the clergy appeared at the taii end there was littlc

"f tfr- 
.pirit of r*tt.od" that is expected on such occasio*s-

irt. "uf.i.i 
of the Congress ]t-u?, . 

besides, not to -deliberate and

discuss sleat questions'of vitai importance -to the people, }u1

;i;"k t?-qlorii" the Romish Euchaiist, which is man's d-evising.

;;'i"d;r.o--To"ro* up, the gener-al impression is that the Con-

g*r* did uot ad.vance ihe cause of Rome. There was ceremonY

i1



1e11.1 i{orns rNn CoIIMENTS.

and music and show, accompanied. by much ignorance and
superstition. The need is {or the \\rord. It will work its wa.y.

Italy To-day.
Ax interesting volume. entitled " Italy 'Io-ciay." iuniislrcrr

some very interesting tletails regardirrg ltaly. Although thal,
oountry is not now governed. by the Pope as sovereign, the urass
of the people are Romanists, and they present a Iair specimen of
the iruits of llomanism. It is to be remembered tirat the soci:ll
coridition of the country is greatly improvetl since tlie temporal
po\yer oI t'he Pope s'as abolished in 1870, but yet there is tre-
mendous leeway to be macle up. The work referred to rnentious
the follorving a,mong other facts. 'Ihe number o{ electors iu Ital1"
is but a iittle over ievetr per cent. of the population. lnd. of thes*r
little more than a hali take any part in tlie elections. There is a

great amount of political corruption and briber,v, open intirni-
rtation, and even tarnpering u'ith the ballot boxes. 'Iaxatiorr
is very heavy, the State taxes amounting to 17 per ccnt., a,rrd

more than the half falls on the poorest rnembers of tht' corrr-
munity, so that, as Professor Yillari says. " the less a rnun has
the rnore he pavs." Since 1860 rve:r,lth has inoreased 17 per cent..
rlnd taxes have risen 30 per cent. The State owns two-tliircis
of the railrvtrys, and guarantees 5 per cent. on the rvorking. C)nt:
result is the rnultiplying of unnecessary entploy1s. Ilenrliers of
Parliament are rrorried by their constituents for situatioris, and
as a result, out of a stafT of 86,000, no fen'er than 16,0()0 are
Buperfluous. The lairs forbirl private gaming. but in everv ro\\'l)
there is a Governrnent oflice for the sale of tickets in the State
Lottery-a state of things which both dernoralises and irnpover-
ishes the people. Tlte countrv is very poor, \vages are orl a ltll'
scale, the average incorne being less than half what it is in Britain.
Six of every ten inhabitants are employed on the soil, witir a
wage of from 8d. to ls. 2d. a day. The {ood of the people
corresponds to the lo'iv rate of rvages. Meat is rarely eaten.
Sugar and. salt are taxed enormously. It is an ofienee against
the exeise for the peasants to cool< their polenta in the rvater of
the sea. Educat,ion is at its lori'est in Ita,ly. Itaiv is next to
Portugal iu illiteracy. l{an1' of the schools are insanitary,
some ate even without a map of the country, some without
ink or pens. Civil marriagc alone is recognised, and \\'omen
n'ho are married by the Church Arr) often deserted, rvithout
remedy. Young merr are of age at2it, girls at 18; and marriages
eontracted before these years can be broken at pleasure by the
parties. Socialism_ is a grorving faith. The Pope is sovereign in
the Vatican, the Lateran palaces, ancl the suburban retreit of
Castel Gandolfo. He has a,n a,nnual subsidy from the State of
f,125,000, which, however, no Pope condescends to accept, and
rvhich at the Pope's death reverts to the State. As for the
clergy, little that is favourable can be said of them, The Papacv
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is tolerant of imrnorality. The alleged celibacy-of-four'fifths of

tfr* it"fi*n ecclesiastics is clecia,recl to be a lie. -Professor 
Bartoii,

;il; ;;::t;;i it ptot*rror, says that Rome is much beiow par., But
the Gospel is' being spread. The lopg ^cannot 

now hrnder rt,

as he clirt r"hon he'iia.'snvereign, befor6 1870: and that is Italy's
hope.

..HE PRAYETH WELL WHO LOVETII WELL
BOTTI MAN AND BIRD AND BEAST.''

Tlie follon,ing two incidents \Yere vouched for some time agr,

by the Nen' York Mail:-
,,when ltr coriiss, the engine manufacturer died a fen-

vears 
"go 

u c[arnring story *at- told of him. ]Ie ]rad occasion

to builcl an extensivJ addiiion to his rvorks at Providence, and

uit.,: ernploying ali the necessar\r men for the undertaking, ancl

,'ot ing fttttt irror,gu^enls, he had. t6e ground broken for the
.work. It rvas in tf,e spring, and it chanced that before ttie

-.i troa gorr" far they ionn,l _th"t _a pair of robins had nested

irr-" tru""nhich.r.."* io tre taken dorin to make room for the

t-"i,ai"g, a,'6 tl,at the eggs had already been laid. Mr Corliss

"tr"r...J'to 
5e passinr .rlli"tt tJre discovery 

-1il'4.'s 
made. It rras

rcr.ror.rctl t,., hirrr. il'l i,nn,"tliately ordeictl that rvork should

#;i;;;.d ;'ln" "aaitio', 
a'd iirat the birds should not be

Jiut"rfda ,rntil ihuv liad brouglt ofi their brood' Ileantime
he uaid thc $-ages of "tt 

the me-n he had hirecl for the construc-

;;i;iL" nuiiai"g- As it took some six neeks for the robins

i" frrt.n their y;;g and launch them on the s'orld, fit for all

i;;;;p;'trit ititi.*, i]ti* u.t of,humanity on the great engineer's

p"tl "J.t 
hirn several tliousand dollars at least'"

" lYorhrnen at Yonkers, who were engaged in erecting ?n
anartment house, had been seriouslv liampeig$ in building th9

*lifl'"i^.i,;,J;;trru b".u,.,.e of the heavy iimbs of a rorv of

;;pl""it;;. ti"ing the_ st'eet.. The contractor and ths o\\rner

of the house sugfiestecl that the trees tre cut down, and were

;;";;i),-;,".pri*"ii\hen they learned that the rnen objected trr

this because & tot i" 'ttas rlt'arirlg a brood of young in one of
;ir; ;;;, ,.,r,1 t|* ,u.,r s'irl th"ey rroulcl gladlv undergo the

;;"kr.*rd'position in-*hi.6 t!e,v labourecl until the brood couid

l;[; 
"ore' 

.,f t]iemseltes. Then they rvould recommend tle
crrlting ,lot'n of tlrtt trees' "

'llre srveetest lir'es at'e tl'r'rse

Whose tleeds, lrotil great
,\r'e close-irnit strarrds of an

\Vlierc love enttr-rllles llll '

to dutl' rYgd,

tnd small.
unbroken thread

-Broun,ing.








