
Discussion Relevant to BCO 23-1,  
as found in The Presbyterian Standard, vol. 47, no. 42 (18 October 1905): 8. 

The following texts are presented as a reference aid for the accompanying article from 1905: 

 

The Paragraph 128 in view in this article is the text adopted in 1879 and in force until 1925: 

  When any Minister shall tender the resignation of his pastoral charge to his Presbytery, the Presbytery shall 

cite the church, as in the preceding directions, to appear by its commissioners at the next meeting, to show 

cause, if any it has, why the Presbytery should not accept the resignation. If the church fail to appear, or if its 

reasons for retaining its Pastor be deemed insufficient, his resignation shall be accepted, and the pastoral 

relation dissolved. If any church desires to be relieved of its Pastor, a similar process shall be observed. But 

whether the Minister or the church initiate proceedings for a dissolution of the relation, there shall always be a 

meeting of the church, called and conducted precisely in the same manner as when the call of a Pastor is to be 

made out. 

For comparison, the PCA Book of Church Order  23-1 reads: 

  When any minister shall tender the resignation of his pastoral charge to his Presbytery, the 

Presbytery shall cite the church to appear by its commissioners, to show cause why the Presbytery 

should or should not accept the resignation. If the church fails to appear, or if its reasons for retaining 

its pastor be deemed insufficient, his resignation shall be accepted and the pastoral relation dissolved. 

If any church desires to be relieved of its pastor, a similar procedure shall be observed. But whether the 

minister or the church initiates proceedings for a dissolution of the relation, there shall always be a 

meeting of the congregation called and conducted in the same manner as the call of the pastor. In any 

case, the minister must not physically leave the field until the Presbytery or its commission empowered 

to handle uncontested requests for dissolution has dissolved the relation. 
 
 

 

 




