
My dear Gray, 

,~ 
Julyat' 194~ 

Fl.l.'.3t, I WfHlt to tht~,ilk you for your letter 
of July 9 with i'tEl encloeure (which I am l'eturn1Hg) 
and. for yOUl' inteJ.':~'st in the rii!~ttcr. Your lette'r onrre 
'''hilt: I '!fa.;; ::l.\'f:l.y en a spco..k',ng tl'l!J, ~1.nd hence the 
delay ih x(>:ply. 

Perhaps it l,\1ould be well for ma to give you 
sOme of the background, even if it requires a lengthy 
letter. And l)E:ca\lp:c I do not ln~e to wrtte long letters, 
try to e,ive the inforn:n,t1on to any others who might 1Tant 
mt' to "ix'it€; 1t out 3ga1n. 

Dr', Thic,;,scrt ,:,:1; tb~ flrlit, 'J'hen I Oi:. .... :ne her.e 
in 1936, tried to have ltC l'ltor",cil from ~rp,,;'t'h1ng Oalvinism. 
Ho tD.iled. I waG emploYi:ld on the d~fjnj,te un:1arsta.n'11ng 
th,lt nothinc beyond tho pl;;.tform W~~:,8 to be req,uircrl of me. 
If you \,,1111"019;1 ever the rc;)ort of th:; committee the.t 
e~'~3.:dnE\d me lal?t June; you \'1111 not ic c that they adlfit t 
L.y vi ews h~d not cllangs';, s lEo~ 1£136, :u~d that they v;cre 
VJ,.;;ll known then, and had been thoroughly di scussed. I 
claim therefore that their impo~it1on of the very requ1re
ILcnte l,vh1cb I rejeoted in 1~3e coneit1tuteo a virtual 
ht'" ';,ch of cont ::;:,'.ot. D:r. Dus'.\"Q] 1 hold.1) th::t lcgc.lly the 
tl'u~tee~;; hav(:J the richt to oh~n~~e ;1.ny re'lt:.t:r8IT:entE" f:nd 
Q'.'.:n fire ~, man for allY reRnOn at all. The exaot legal! ty 
of the ;r.3.tter 10 not the potnt I am try1:rG to rrtnke. It is 
the fact that they have brok~n ~ promise and R buaineaa 
al'ran!::omont. 

Dr. 'l'hlesr:ou <~9~'::;_!'ently oontln1.1J;(i to '3chema to 
get me out. But 00 long f,;.Z D:r:, Bu::mcll rC:Leti ned I he could 
do nothing. After DU::1',':ell ' .. !:-:.~) fired ("tok the tntst ecs to 
explain thut t -- and. t1,;~k ho'.,' it i r) the t1iro nien who were 
((lost prominent of all a.t i"hG~ton in a fight ~{sa1nst 
modernism ha.ve been forced out) 'I'hiessen, Dyrneaa, and 
Edman dropped the philosophy major from the oa.t~log 
without & departmental meeting, without a oommittEe 
meeting, and w1thout faculty approval. T~'lc first I 
1 eanred of it wa.s il'om a atudcnt who hr!.d se3n the prirlt ed 
catalog. I tri ad to bring thi Iil lll8.t tel' to the trutlt ece, 
but they categor1ca.ll denied me perrniss ion to o::.y r..nyth1ng 
!j,gaj.nst Thi esson. I ha.d. 'brought tl1~ matter to the fa.oulty. 
Edman put the matter offj and I raised the question three 
tiruea in fa.cul ty, and f 1nally after ~),bcut thro~ n;on'Uli21, 
}~.:l;nan nllo':!0d tl!e fuculty to vote on the matter, anci the 
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major was restored to the oatalog by faoutly vote the 
very last faoulty meeting 1n June 1942. In the three 
months no doubt they had deoided to put me out. 

Glenn Ancil.·eas '.'Irote to D::-. Edman and a.sked 
~vhat iSDueo were involved. 'I'hree days before the trustees 
oommittee examined me 011 my theological views (azu found 
they wero the lPatno Yo::.; cix ye~~rs befure) J.dtW .. ll wrote to 
Andreae and said 'Qui te pOQ81bly ·thel'e has gone abroad. 
i3. tdsconocption of th.:; 01 ·tuu·~ ion in j.·cgr~rd to a. philooophy 
mc.j or ~"t Who Li.ton • fa:;' nOUL€ y~urs thl;il· e ha.s been a iil:lrks .. i 
<.lcclinc in the enrollment in that depf.l.rtment. Under thn 
uncQl't£: .. in oond1t'cns of war days, we tl.re expecting 
teaohers to branoh out into other fielde f~l~lian to 
them, if there should be need. At the time the oatalog 
was published, it ~a~ wloertuin us to ju~t how much 
9hilosophy cculd be a£re~ .. ed. in ViGi1 of the gact that 
D~. Clark i~ helping with clo~antury Greek. As aoon as 
~~o ::ai blcthi:3 unccr t~inty V'lla cla.xii'i ed; ~I1d. on 
~·ccon;i1:enJ..l:.ti\)n of the £i..dli;inlctr·J.t;l~·n. the ~h.:.losophy 
l!;Q.jor hat) been continued. II 

Note tlmt thi f) ';-::ifl the t1.'cublc tL;cee di.J.Y3 
b~.toI'e th;.;l tl.·UiJtcco n.ct tc; ~;;;'I~.jl1il:.t) inC in tl16'·lcgy. 

NotE;; further thut .;:.a a llla..t tel' of f'c.,ot the:::'e 
was no marked deb11ne in tht:: enrollment if. philo sophy • 
. Even the major etuderJ. tn numbe.:: ed. twenty wh en the i:laj Cl,' 

w~tj dIOp~.~cdi and yet 11.:;..jorE: ,;/1 tIlt',"/e; or three atu(,tGntc 
ws=c kept in the cutalcg. AnJ it i~ diatinctly false 
'th;:,t it -.1as unoert~in l'~c,'; c.uch ;1I.i10 sophy co ld be 
offered. For at le~Bt th~co months befors the c~tulog 
';;::;..0 printild I I hu.d ;::;ubmi t ted. J.. echeJule pl'cnerving the 
philosol~hy major r.nJ. kcep:i.r,c :;:'(j(j':; for Cr0ek. ~"'ell, juat 
think over the facte. 

Now l>erhr.,ps J:: ,:;ll(illld. tb.ke up tbc letter Ed;LP. .. lJ. 
s~nt to you in ;,: e,ply to the fJi:o t~lat. In it 1::; f i:cat pD.n~-
gl':-: .. ph i'c .J.eke you i:at tG cireulatc i1;. '1'1;j_6 18 in k oping 
'!11th the unclcrhWl0.ed pl't:l.ctloctJ of' tI!'Z c;ollEJge. ciroula
tion would ocrt~ ... i.nly bu.:ct. tIlt; uollG£;c CJllOn~, thoughtful 
geople; I do not see th~t it would hurt me at &11. 

The seccnd pal·c,gl'u.pl1 to Cily mJ.nd. is ent irely 
falae (exoept tha'~ they know of no other faculty member 
except O'Brien). The trustees hav~ ocrt~lllly di~urimlnt~ted 
c:;u.inst the Rsformed fa.ith. And the evidenoe is that they 
Iorce me out and keep 'l'hieseen ~!ho oonsta.ntly attf:.oka the 
Reformed fa1 th. He atta.cks l·t even to the extent of 
making quota.tion from Ca.lvin whioh ob.nnot be fOlmd in 
Calvin, and in twisting the sequenoe of historioal faoto 
in Calv':"nu life; and in giving tlltJ impression that 



3 

eupralapsarianism asserts that God foreoradins evil but 
that 1nfralap. doee not hold that God foreordains evil. 
He denies that man is dead in sin, but saye that he is 
siok and must go to the drug store for med101n~; ad info 
Soe Jewett - he kn01JS Thieasen'A pOAiticnt; very well. 
You might aGk the trustees why I reoigned, if the 
Reformed fai th !w,d the same 1,7eloome as Arm1n1anisra. And 
how about the oonstant 13trea;r. of Arr.!:tni an 'li1apGl spo'1kers, 
r:.nd the '3.1r:'.l~ot complete absence of c~,.1""'lnlnts, 

Th.i rd p",rFl.zra:ph: the: lr.mc:ur:,c;e of thE rt";port 
:lafini to rcquil'!!Hl me to dooeive t~),(l 1t.tl~onta. :'nd I 
'/I),tnh n.bov~ :111 things thct you would rtF!ke u very foroeful 
re-ply to the obarge that I 11m not in n.grcmr:ent .... :\ th the 
minlgtQ~s of our church on tho pOintn involvod, I accept 
thct'o\.1.gh.ly the thil\l art 101e of the Confeec1on. Head it 
ever s.ga1n. Then ,~om~~.l"c :\. t with the surm'",s.ry of my 
bel1efe :7.9 \Varied by my fl't'Hl.·~,~ thl? anemy. They a~ked 
r::~ if I 'bellt'\'o':1. thaL God fOl"r;o:rdllins all things. Doa s 
he? r :)1.1.1 yea. Tner. rioes h",; orde,in th~it i30n:cone if3 

r;O':nt ,~l) im·bo:;oiJ:; ::La. '1'~l'~ :':r!3'::e( is tha,t tl':i£! is one 
nf th.:> !'·11 thi·nrr~J ~ . .,., 1 I':h ""'~f""""'''' ye.:.. c.'o t""'y V)11t in \. • ,~. • • .., • ... ,l .'\.l!r 1 ... .1.l.,,'" \,I.. l .. !". .". ...... ~ ...." "'" .. '" • ...."J ~ ........ \.I' J:-

til'l<;, r.,;rPC1.'t thn,t r.od Col'Li':l inG some tc b~:. born 1r:·,\)60 ilc n. 
In (1cd- tmmnt:\ble7 I r.\'~.y ~rcc:. ~.I'C crr~~)"\;:l.c!le up::,3ta in 'J. 

c"": .. lm ntr,te of ((ir>.ci. ! Qe'), ~r,,;c, ~!.3 YO':. C:ln $ee in r;:y 
rl,X'tlo1e on Intellectul:.I1.7;Fl in t.ht: W~:;:;:tld Gt~r Jem-rrm.l. 
DOGS God hall:) 0.11loti'~ns'( or c l11'IH: ho dO~D net. There is 
no change in God's mind; no suocession of thougbts or 
.It'l.te:J. ..'ln1 so theY]Jxntx prj.nt th::.t atn.torN?nt. And 
thl;Y r:la.y~ thm3e doctr'::-H'l!=:i :tl~~ -,mtl"lJ.tJ 'm·l dll.!1gcr()~.-G. 'l'1-!!iY 
,10 not ztn,tn in ·VOl.'rl~ thr.t tbcy 1.~ej::·:}"t: t,hf~ ~~cst7d nt.'~r 
Ocn:foneio:~; th.ey :'i}~:rely f{.tt!,:}k c;1Tfrry en!.'.' o~ it:] :rpx:lto::otiona. 

}t'our: no qu(;r;tion of olarnsrnom Y":-:oooedu-r.e was 
r 2,i Red in th e corc.l1li t te e TiiO ut j, ng. T1.:~ y 7,/1 n trod, my vie ~TFJ • 

How' much time I a'P~nt on t}1~j,' 1n 1;h0. 01",00 l'oon was 
never mentioned. Dut my suppa l:t of the Creed Olub on 
Sunday afternoons Oil.?))':! :i.f' fnr neV';;!"0 oorrlo'Ct1ation. ~nd 
furthc:r, olnoe \\,h,:m t s thi'l 1'),.'0 bloc, of r.;vil U(:;t a part of 
tt)l!) j,·e:11.111.r OOU;~i=Je ~.n ~'h11!")filn~-hy. T!1.ey 'i...:Jkod me to keep 
·to r:lY 9ubj (J.)t ~l!lll. th<~y ord~;r 1"(,(,; ::1()t to t;;Hch ~-;, .. :t subj ect. 

Paragraph OIl(! on p[~e;0 1;'1;0 co;:;e n in foI' the 
sarno 30rt of oomment. HOW can anyone be :prep':\'r~·:t to meet 
the u~believing world ~ithout a roaition of predeattnatolon1 
,':ad the end of the pa.rc:.graph bctl'~-t.Yo their.' in13illCerity. 
Free llcthodil#ts un:i others ;l;.:lvoo:\tc ~;~~\!:: C",Qc-:)nd. bl·::: rn lng. 
Baytietiii fi.dvooZlte imrl:or~1on, an:.: SOllie iiJtucl.,:;ntn from 
I'l.'t'E: byte1."'ian heroes a.re immersed nhilc at collegiJ; but 
more important than the~() :t.~ two pointe ;;'9 the oonsta.nt 
olass room attaok on Calvinism by Thiessen and his dishonesty 
in the prooedure. He may a.t taok me bel\:a'e "thetrllotce EI, 
but I rrn.y not oOalpla,1n about him. I uuat ueocive the 
students on Calvinism to its hurt, and he is free to 
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deoeive the students to its hurt. I suppose that gives us 
,:;ql,.ull r1ghttl to deoep·tlon. 

The middle paragraph on page two is ofcourae 
so much twaddle. Evangelistic fervor is toe very thing 
tbf compl:=t.ir; :tbou t in my Cai7-C" I a,m too j.nteroBt (;d in 
preaching th,? whole Co apel; and no they sr ... y I 3.fi1 not 
intCl':;;:;t€·d in :'1Z"c,lchini the gospel. I am not ;~:'Piritu~.l 
b{>O.1.t:.f.i(? I object to BllChmr:.l1tte cc:nfesn~.on n:e~t1nga, the 
'.0;:;':1 fdmt.n h.'ls introduced t~:ern; and 80 on. 

Thn r~eJ:t l')n7:~-I.gr.'lph ~gr},in ahc;'Jt) th,;ir unwillingness 
tc oome out in the open. 'fhey want it ,'3.11 kert oeoret. 
Go much for th~ll' re!)l~~ to :'our (ita.y I r-w.y) In::).de<1ua.te 
pr(')teet. 

}~C'II' "l.O f 0 t' C 1'1'11)(' 1 1:)0'; hu: r, :' n .. l c t h C: Y.'E ~~'h 0 come 
t,: t;c,1!: to t.:1;;; r'·T ;:;tc. C::'0 c.t: t>(' l~·t t-sr) ;\ .j & :LIi mn.n, 
3;~Ok€' of t. St:'l.l·.ley Jcn'.;t: Dr; a. g1.'e~lt m3.n of Ged - ef course 

c· do ll..:-,t cEre':'; with hJ.;; theology, l~t~.t t}l~:'olo:~y i~ lJ.nim-
r"', .. ·t '""nt· 'l'f, ,11"" 11 ':~ 1 f f 'l"'1': C'1'" r,', 1 ~r .~.··l lr?' ''''8 ,-. + .... ~. '" ~ 1- 1, '" .f.' ", (' t .,,' \...1. _~ 41 .. , ~_ J _ (,- _ ,I, ... ,I \~""..... • _ .:' '.; •. ', .~". ~ ". v .... ~ .. Q '.' '" J...... ~ .... J 

+i",-c t'I-,"""'O(:"r i~' L"!'ilf'l (,.,It:'J'\t (<: ';C"'t'nt C"l"; '''1' '~tl' '" thl>clo::ry '-. ......... 1 .a._ .... _ .. b.J .... ~. H .. ~,..I_ '-'l ..... '" '-- ... -4" ),.' V/.Jtt~.I,. ~ ...., J ~ t':" 

~Nl~ich l::J d8.W~erCus); Pl1d Edov.m ir) D. ()\i)WerF,af.ton with 
Inwyn Srr.ith (~. IGrmer i3·L1.1d.~llt) a~::Jt::l.·t(;'.l th:.<.t theology a.nd 
true piety h.:lve little to do with each othe:.- - cert:-;.inly 
theolcgy h~a no more to do with 'Dpiritua11ty' than 
cit.'<?8 ohenj.e.try. T::~en toe the :.:!'c:!Jident of tho: 0(:,'-;.11:1. 
fTT~.ft' "'~';l' """""'} .,." .... ("1 Ll1~ ":lr.'·"'(~ :.1,·/1 f"rt'"\ ;:'h;, 1 \"l" -Lh ., \ V~.J"'I to;) ","0' ...... \.64_ , ..... ~,.,.. "". .....: __ "~,, ... "c; ...... J...;J.I.. \.4 .............. _....... '; \,I v.,. 

rc'O!!! to get !;tud<:ntf3 to hbl E:C:~f.it~~),:r.y; th01..:Ch it has 
G inca been eAt 1ngui ill11::d or f!o:retrl1ng. Linc.t3ay (inatructlhG7 
in Bible) is a USA C:ln 3.nd t.t lE'J."t f:. EnHd: oemi Parthian. 
But 1 t 13 11""r'd t(l get gc:od evldeuo(;;' 'i'flthout; t!.'·kine; dorm 
stenc:gr.aphiclllly the '{!cr':'t: (If thf: V!.'.1·1.r)1.\!~ npe"kera, and 
of courfle often their \'1oru.e ~re (;. 1:'. ttl:'? too ve,gue to 
prove much in COU1··t. T1':'~ d.dft 1F'''.-er'vc:r5 ('1 unrr,lf'!to.1rFble. 
Edlran "{)"- ~"-'<\'n~" ~I('''e ",,"'l:."'''' 1 3 F"1" n"tr. _.1> .. ,,(-..,-4> in cu1tl'v""-1ng . 1 •. \h':'; ~/,.< .. _ .. ~ _ .... ' .. ~. .(,.,\.; lC-", ' ........ ' ........... ~ \.7 ." .1 • .1 JJ,.lJ _ ..-:.". 

the USA church; nnd tli~ h'unteer> can h',:r,-tJ.y dC'ny the.t 
Bu!3wel1 t 9 fight :;~g[:d i; t r:-:\~de:'ni:im n':d ,1. gCOd tit to do 
with his being fired. 

To OOme baok to my 0':'.'11 case: they ape:: k cf hav-!ng 
tI'led to be helpful to me, T1H' '\;cnto;';lvf; report of thG 
co!:.mittee wa.s sent me. I wrote a protest t1sai not i tn 
e.courn.cy. ThG fin:l.l committee rc'rort to thr1 trw,tern ·va.a 
never gi vell to In6 , though I found. out Vlhc tit O;1.id f,~om 
(motheI' chr..mnGl. The fir[Jt time tIle r''3r10:r.t ',:a3 t2,h:m up 
for aotion by tho tl'ust~er;, they fired, me. lrote they 
term1nated my oonneotion with the co1.lege before informing 
me of the contents of the final rep(ll't and. before lnforming 
tli.: of th~i::' aCClir'td.I!Ce of the l'epo:r,'t. Tt!(;n a.ft6r firing me, 
they told me they would resoind the dismissal and expected 
me to resign. Some of the Westminster men advised me to 
refuse and be fired over again. Others at Westi'(uinal:er, 



1'irst, I w/?,nt to thnlk, ~rO'.t for ~'o1J.r letter of J1J.ly 9 yri th its 
enclosure (ddcl'J. I mn returnillgl nnd. for yO\U' interest in the nnttel'. YO\'1.r 
letter cArne \,·Lile I ",ns cway on a speakine trl}!, [Ina. hence the d.elny in reDl~T. 

P".!rhi'..1)S it "ioulc1 ()8 1':ell for me to ci ve ~h)U SCll:,e O:'f the bacl:ground, 
ever .. if it reC:\1.ires D, lengthy letter. J\.nd ·oeC21.lSe I do not lH~c to Y:'ri te long 
letters, try to ri':e 'the infon~k'l.tion to flny others \,lho ui(',1)t '.':E1llt r.1e to write 
it ont [lee.in. 

Dr. Th4:Qssen p,t t}le first, r:hen I e'~Lle here in 19;36, t:,,'iecl to have me 
stopped frolil ')reachil1[', Calvinisl'l. He failed. I \'I[lS er:l?lo~'e(l. ')11. the c,efinite 
uuderstr..nding tl)(>,t nothinG be~l()ud the l')lRtform w<"s to l~e renuired. of ne. If J' 0."
will reeA over the relJOrt of the cO!'llmittee thnt eXf'mined me lpst June, you \'>111 
notice thf'.t the~r /'lc,mit lilY views had not c11t'lllgecl since 1936, ~,nrl thr:t they v:ere 
Vlell kno\'vn then, and had been thoroughly discussed. I clrdm therefore thl:lt their 
ilfl90sition 615 the very requirements dtieh I rejected in 1936 constitutes a. p 
v.irtunl breach of contract. Dr. 131,lswel:" holds that legally the trustees hnve the 
ri1ht to chant;e nny reClUirements and cnn fire e l~lan for any reason at all. The 
exact legality of the raatter is not the point I [llll trying to wake. It 10 the fact 
that they lwve 1)roken a promise p,nd a business nrrangement. 

Dr. Thiessen apIlarently continues to scheme to t,:et me ont. But so lq;rg 
all Dr. Buswell remained, he couJ.d do nothing. After nus\'~ll '.':'('"s fired ( ask the 
trustees to explain that! j-e,nd ask how 1 t is the tr.ro men ,".ho ,,;ere most promire nt 
of all fit '::heaton in a fight aeainst modernism }w,ve been forced out) Thie!:lsen, 
Dyrness. ~1llcl Edman dropped, the 1111ilosophy l:lRjor froLl the cl'tnlog y!ithout a de-pnrt
mental E!eetillG. without £, committee lneetinG. en(l without fac;ulty ~roprov<?l. The 
first I learned of it Vlns from a student w};o 1100. seen the ~~lrintec" c<,.t::>loC. I tried 
to brine this matter to the tr'J.stees, but they c1;',tetodcally denied, me ~)err:1issjon 

to Stl,y 2,n~rthinr:; D.gainst Thiessen. I had lJro'L1{,;ht the r:mtter to the f.nclllty. E&:lm 
:;Jut the ;~13tter off; [\nd I reised the question three titles j.n fE,cul;ty, end finally 
after ",'bout three uonths, Edman nllor,'ecl the :f:'e,C'l.l:\. t~l to vote on the i,~atter, and 
themnjo!' ',\'DS restored to Ibhe cetal"c b~' fncu.lty vote the ver~r 12st faC'L1.1ty "leet ing 
in JW1e ::'9/~;;. In the three ll10nths no doubt thc~r 11[1c!. d.ecided to ]JL1.t me out. 

Glenn A!1(lreFl.s wrote to Dr. Edman rne. askcc' \':1wt issues ",'ere involved. 
Three Q[',ye befo1'e tho truslbee~; conuni ttee exrunined lele on ny tlieological vievrs~E1,nd 
found the~,r Ylere the same as six years befoce) }]cu:le"n ",.'rotc to Andre0S rmd soid II 

Ifi~ti te 1)ossibly there hns eone [tbro[l.cl a Lliscol1c8",tion of tl,e si t-rL.:ltion in regard 
to f' philosophy lilD. •. :or at 'm18aton. Por aOE1e ye[1rs there h~'s been ~, I,arl:ed. decline 
in the enrollment in that d.epartment. Under the uncertain CO n('. i tions of \<;['.1' deyt) 
we are exnectine teachers to lrc.nch out into other fielc.s fflllilirr to ther:l, if thEre 
should be need. At the time the cFtaloe wns }y1.1.olisheo., it \'[8.S Ullcertflill as to jU$ 
hOVI much lJl'dlosophy could be offered, in vie'!.' of the feet tlwt Dr'. CJ.srk is helping 
wi th elementary Greek. As seon as ··,ossible this uncertointy \"pS clp,rified; and 
on l'econ1),lendl'ltion of the adl.tinistration, the philoso':)h;)' Lit jor h:'8 t)een continuecl. II 

Hote tlwt this WHS the trouble three dE',Ys befor'e the tl"".lstees met to 
examine me in theoloe;y. 

Hote further that as a l~lc'1.tter of fc:ct there 1':(,8 r~o :nnr}:ed decline in 
the enrollJaent ill philosophy. Even the najol' stuclentfl tIllmbered ti'/enty \'lhen the 
major \'I[',s dro:,,;;ed; D.nd ~ret majors with tmY or three students y'ere }:ent in the 
catalog. Jl.ll(l it is cliotinct:ty false that it was uncertain ho\,' nruch ph~loSOl)hy 
cou~d be offered. J!~or at leest three ra.onths before the c;,tRlog v:ns ~)rinted. I 
haiL subraitted 8. schedule -preserving the ';milosoDh~T major anc.l kee1)inG room for 
Greek. Well, just thin}: over the facts. 
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!:Tow ~)erhe,:ps I should take up the letter Edman sent to you in re~)ly to 
the protest. In its first 1)arD{'rF\-ph it Hsks YOIl not to cirCl1.1f.'te H. Tbis is 
in koep1ne with tl1e underhanded pre.ctices of the college. Circul["tion ,":0'111d 
certainly hurt the college amo11{~ thou{';h tful ~)eo})le; I do no t se e that it \\'ould 
hurt me nt n11. 

The second -parae;rnph to IlV 1:1ind is enti:cel;y false Ce:r.:ce1'Jt tlJe.t tLeJ' 
mov.' of no otJ,or :CD-cuI ty rner:luer exce.pt O'Brien). The trv..stees he.ve certainly 
lLiscriui;:wtec1. H{;ninst the Reforrned fni tho And the evidence is th'lt the;)' force 
me out ,mel kee:!? Thieesen v/no constantly atkc:lce the Heforrnecl frdth. He ntt£'.<Xs 
it even to the extent of l:lll~dll{",; (luote.tion flt1(l1ID Crl vi n \'lh5 cll C['1l::10t be found in 
Oalvin, an(l in twisting the Oe(11 .. 1.ence of historj,cnl fncts in Celvin's life; ano. 
in gi Vint: tlH~ il1~)ression thnt su-pn.l.lnpsariEll1islU C'.sf;erts that Go(l foreordains 
evil 'but that infrE'.lap. (toes not hold that Goel forcord.e.ins evil. He denies thHt 
l1l~m is d.eed. in sin, but says thD,t he is sick nnd l;lust go to the drug store for 
meet icine j Del info See Jewett--ho ~moY!s Thiessen's Tn si tions vcry well. You 
L1ight (;sk the tl~;.l.stees \'.'hy I resir;necl, if the Reforwed fai th h"d the sar:le \1:elOJJTe 
ns i.rlninianisl!l. J'tnd hoy; n'bortt the constant strenl!1 of Anninirn c112.1)e1 speakers, 
and thoalllloDt cOl'1:Jlete Hosence of Calvinists. 

Third ~)nr,"~'",r[ll)rl: the lang·'lw.ge of the re")ort definitely recl'nires 1::e to 
deceive the students. And I ',',eloh a'bove mll thincs that ~,'O1.1. vlOu:.d mEJ::e a very 
forceful re-:)lv to tho charC'e that I nlL1 not in ngrcer!;cnt v:ith the t!linisters of 
our churcll ;n" the '~)oints i~vol vea.' I accept tllonougl!J.),'y the tllird orticle of the 
Confession. Read. it over PCain. Then compaxe it wi th the Sl"EilUe.ry of Lly 'beliefs 
Elll Vo'orde(1 'by lily friends the elnem~,r. They asked we if I believed tbat God foreorM. ins 
all thincs, Does Ee? r s8tid yos. Tll.en cloes he orela-in tl:wt soueono iE', born an 
ita'becile etc. The anflwer is that this if) one of the Cell tlJin",;-s 1",11c!. therefore, yes. 
So they })ut in the rel)Ort thrct God or<lains some to be born iE:'beciles. Is God 
i:raauta'ble? I S1~y yes. Are emotions upset in rt calm skte of :.lind. I sPY yes, 
e,s ~'ou cnn see in UJ;.v prtd:cle on Intellectunlisrn in the ':ref:~tminster JO'.lrnal. Does 
God have emotions? Of course he (loes no.t. There is no c}wnC;e in God's windj 
no succession of thOUGhts or stDtes. And so "they print thet r:tnteuellt. An<'1. the? 
sny these doctrines are unt1.1.re nnd c1.t~nGerous. They (10 not stc-.te in 1.'lor<.10 the.t 
they reject the Y!esIbrninster Confessj.onj they merely ?ttc.ci: everyone of its 
applications. . 

Jrour: no question of clDseroom 'Procedure was r8i8e0. in the comilli ttee 
n,eeting. They muted rny views. How riru.ch time I spent on them in the cDlss room 
\'is.S never l:lentioned. But 11 y support of the Creed Club on Sund.flY nfternoons cnnle 
in for severe condemnation. And further, since when is the Drob lel~l of evil not a 
part of tl1e regular course '.in philosophy. TheJ' 2s1::ed,);e to keep to my subject and 
they order me not to teach l'~r subject. 

Paracl'DI)h one on p<~Ge twO' comes in for the sm,le sort of C01:11nent. iTo\'! 
ce.n anyone 'be l)repr:recl to weet the un'belieVll1t: ,,;or1(1 Y;it}-to' .. l,~ " :;)08i ticn of pred€;stin8tim? 
And the end of the p;'ra{,:;rnph betre,ys their ins5.~lceri t~'. J?ree HetLodie.ts pne others 
e,dvoc;:,.to tho second 'blessing. :3aptists Hctvocr:.te il:1;,;ersicn, f:<nd. 80;'18 nt1.'L()ents f'2T1 ::1 

Pres'bytorh'1.: '".:):,,(;8 ['.re i;rnersed ,':hile [~t college; 1)1,.'.t. :::01'0 h'i,ortnut t!'.r'n these 
tv:o l)oints is t1 .. c constant clf'ss room [.ttc,ck on Ge.lvinism 'b~' Thiessen nnd his 
disboner,ty in tl:e :::!roded:u~e. Ee )Y"Dy atk:cl;: L,:e 'before t~'le trn.Gtees, 1ut I Elay not 
cOt~plain [-1'bO'C..t him. I l(Just deceive the st.'dld.ents on CnlvLlisr:l to :i.tB lj1.lrt, al1(~ hI!: 
is free to deceive the f2tuclents to its hurt. I Sll:'):~OfjO th,t [,;ives "J.S eo1..1n1 ri&~tf-: 
to o.eceptiOll. 

of CC11.1.1'::;O TLo uidclle JX1rne;raIJh on pFCe two lS 

fervor is tlC vel"J thi11{'; they Complc.in abaut 
ill my CI'se. 

f~O l:T'..lch tW8(1.d.le. 

I ~'j;l~ too interested in 



:ireaehinG tLc \:';~ole CC)sT;clj fillG. zo ·\l:.ey s:y I !'L\ not int;erested in ~):.('er·.cLirlg tIle 
tospelj. I DUi l10t; 81;iri tu[<l 'bec[,use I object to 13UCill'lflUi te con:"Gs:oioll ;f~eetinf,s, 
the Vias 1J0.:.1~','1 >:',;:' ~:~'.tro(i.1..'..ceci. t}.lC!.:; :'nel so on. 

T:'16 next 1,,\rp-er~lpl~. ;'udn S110";S their ''l!l\''i 1:. inc;necf: to C01:18 out in t::.o 
ol)en. Tllei '';'['nt it [1.11 :-::01't secret. So IiTl.lcl' for ti'eir r01)ly to ~to'\.~r hlc'3Y I say) 
iw.' cle qu!' te ,:)l'otest. 

~io\'! en for chl'tpel s:::)ea}::ers vncl others Y.'ho COi:le to tA.lk to the FEr etc. 
One of the lc.tter, [;, C & },:A wm , spoke of' }:. Stnnle~r JOEes 2'8 n c;re[!.t J:lclll of Goct-
'of course we do not alSree with his tl:.eolo&"Y. 'but t':.f301o~;:.· is tmimnortr.mt. Fa:'ly 
hv.lf the cl'2:)el s;:)e[\~:ers stress the fnct tj,rt t::eol.o{:y is ·Clnim)ort~:.nt(except 
C",lvinistic tJ:eo:.'JCY, '·'};::'ch is <lnne;crous); nucl =d.nnn in C!. c.:onvercation vIi th :l!;lwyn 
SI:1ith (a. former ~tLj(lent) flssertec1. that theology Fencl tru.e 1)ietv hllve lHtle to e10 
dth ff-MNt-U4ttl! t~f·~ e0.ch other--cert[1i2~l.:r theoloc/hE\s~ 110 !!:ore to do veith 
Ispriitualityl thell cloes chendstl-Y. The!). too the 'president of t:le 01:lf~hn (USA) 
eelnim'.ry '.:£'.s on the CflHP'l..'..S and. furnished with a l"oom to ~;et ~:t.ud.ents to his seminC'.I'fi 
though it hns since l)een extin,;;;uis}lecl or somethinG. Linc1.sry (instractor in Bible) 
is a USA ::,,,11 2n(~. etleast a seil1i :B<~rtJli2n.. But it :'s lte.rd. to {.:et :;000. evidence 
Vii thout trkinc; (tor!H ste~lot:rf1phic811y the 'i~:ords of tl~e vo.r:i ous s'~)eAk~~TH, 2nd. of 
cotu'se often theil' Y'ol'lls [,re n 1i ttle too V1'1::).le to :':lrove much in co.u.rt. The drift 
ho,;e11or is "\.mr,listai:able. E(1 .. !nc.n 11.P.s spent 501':le rather d.efinite effort in C"-,ltivct:illC 
the USA church; f.nd the trustees Cl:11 1v'1'c'1.1:l cleny tho t Buse-e'J.' s nth t D.r;~dnst 
moc.ernisL1 Lr:cl C'. f:ood bit to e10 with l~is beil"'.£:: fired. 

To COl:10 uack to my own c[1se; ther ~mee2: of he.viniC· tried. to be helpful 
to me. The tcnt[:tive re:port of the committeo r'as sent me. I wrote F,.:'ratest 
~,£;billst its nccu:racy. The finnl conu,littee report to the trustees 111:'.S never given 
to LlO, thOi.:LGl I fou...'1.c1. out what it sa.id from onother chn,llne~.l. 'I'lle first, tihle tLe 
report ViiS ta.1<en t:p for f\ction by the trustees, they fire<l me. lTote they terIiIi!~etEd 

my connection 1':i th the coEegc "before informil1:'; o.e of t:1C contents of the fine.l 
re!Jort c'·ne. before j.nforminG me of their E~ccel)tance of tfHl l'81Y)rt. TLen ",fter firbg 
me, the~/ told I~e they I,,,ould r·.~scind the 0.isrniss[i,1 anel expecte0. l~le to r6sib"'l1. Son-.e 
of the i'restrninster 1.1en advised me to refuse nnel 'be fired over De[>,in, Others at 
Westl:lillBter, rmc~ n, very good frienc~, n. lavr.ter, said I mif~:ht ~).s \"eJ.l resign. I c.id 
tlle lc.tter; I !:wy have 'been wronrS,:Al t thin{Ss ";ere }J['.~~·:J"~oninc fp,st, end I C!lose the 
advif5c thn,t U:vef, its reasons ruther tbnn the ctlvice th[<,t ':I"S [:i_ven yli thout reesons. 

Er. H['.lail ton hns -oeen here r,-ncl }l~,f: invf)sti(~p',tc6. tLo th:c::minc em?V of our 
literatUre bbl toe P9st ?ffice in the COllege. T:wre is !lOt sufficient 'evid.~nce to 
Ilrove t11nt tho {,::i:rl did it under orders fron 8'bOVO; 1.:JUt the 1)ost[11 :~nl3ncctor froD 
C1licDt/J c<'i,;e 0',1. t D nrl .spl)8ren tl~/ tf1.1~ced tur;ce;v to her ()D(L ccny"be l~er su~)e rio l'B. 

As for 1:101 nrr;,lic[:l,tioll for ordill[\~'io::1., I ''','D.S C'ui to (J.ist·~ll''oecl. nt the 
ref1.1.s~"'l of the cowlli ttee to brine Iny case 1.Jefol'e Pl'e~;'bytery; O'l..'..t I [,J:l PUrSl1.ine 
the liwtteron the ['cLvice of Pl'e~;bytery. '.'nlr,t C.istLU'Ufl ue 1:10re noy: is thnt 1.:1'5. 
Kuiper SP.~T~: (to :;?eo:)le 8.t:~unrryville) that I (1.0 not be}.ieve in l:lil'Pcles, p.net 
tilel'cfore do not even "believe in God. ThiS, if she SD.i.d it D.S reported to me 
by n !)erson W:lO claillls she said it to her, is slo,n(10r. I not only "beliove in 
mirflcles--I ueliev8 thllt every event in the Scrint1.1.res oce-urrec. eJo::ctl;y [IS they 
Bey they o cC"\.1.l'recl , but I wrote a c.1.efenee of l!lil'Elcl€Hl in the Evc·.n2:elicDl ~)1nrterly 
soue :rern's "[;0. ':;001' the record., I ueliove that .Chr5.8t l'['iseCL Lr:'.s21'nS fX'Ol~ tI!e 
clec,d by c[c.llin£; out to him and by wlwtever 8Xol'cise of '00":01' Virs necessary; amI so 
on wi th the loaves and fishes, the openinG of tLe e;,(es of tl'te blinc', , the Virgin 
·Birtll, H!lcl nJ.l the refjt. ~row Hm-:1il ton believes thrt IHijf1h \'Ir,s fed by Ar&bs 
instead of revenG. This j.s [l. Quention of vfLat the text ~;[lJTS I'.!lo. wlw.t 1jointil1f5 is 
correct. ,Tl}ore "..,,,. be <"e 

~ -".; ., vere,l 
Sl1.Cll doubtful Cfl.ses· 0'1.'1- nil t 

.• , ,u, 1[1. ever t} 
'.e Scrint1..lres 
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mean I oeli8Vc occ:1.l'red. l:ost of the cnses p.re not o.ouoti\.i.:". '.llfl,t I 1'efu5ec1 to 
f.;.dmi t lJd'ore the co,~1ui ttee was thnt these mirncles "'hich occurrec1. \'iOre the 
[lcts of cro[,tion. 'rJJe Scri:)ture nncl the Co.techism define creation r,s the "Iork 
of the six tlaysj there is no lc,ontion of ac1.cU tionnl 1'.ctS of crertion; therefore I 
e\o not see Wh~l it is llecessnr~l tomsert thr.t a ldrncle is p crerl.tive nct, c8.11ing 
SOilletLing into existenc' ex ,li:iile. Tl-:erefore I Glnssify Llirc.cJ.es rs '\'Iorks of 
providence. now this io in strict uonformi t Jr with the confession. The 
Confessloll (\.008 not sny that nir<',cles nrc ncts of c1'8ntion. It STlecllCS first 
of Goel l s ord:5.1wryh acts of Tlrovi':Le:r_ce awl thenpcontinues (c1.~[J.pter five, sectie n three,) 
"yet God is free to work without, <-,bove, £.lld e.grdnst them (l~le8.ns), E,.t his lllensure." 
Tl1erefol'e I \·.'ou!.d concJ.u(le that nire.cles nre extr:'orCLinery f'.cts of ·',rovic1ence. 

TJlorc is thiR furtiler to be sei<l. I Dnl not sure "'het the frm:ters of the 
Confess5.on ueant 'by the worcllrr.eans l • III the case ofi:he feedin~ of:r tl:e five 
thol.1.snnd, the five loc,vos £1.nc1 tv:o fishes Ylere ~ r.ncl they nre tl~erefore 1"ee.llS. 
In openin,::; the eyes of theulind mD-n, ST)i ttle el1cl mud "tere useo., D.ne. ore therefore 
wrnns. In fact, I lLO not know of a "iiracle in t]le :3ible w:nere l!icnns Vlere not l.1.sed. 
Strictly if Goll uoes somethin.g wi thout nl1;']' means c1.t £,11, :it is nn 8.Ct of cro['tio~ 
for in creation there is absolutely not}~ but the worcl of his ·~)oy.'er. If 0 n 
the other hEmd, merms signifies a {;iven lAW of L')}wsics, such f\S tl:.pt of the 
inverse S(:'.ln.res, then God can [l.nd I beH:eve lip.s o.cconrpl:i. shec1. lili racles wi tho1..lt 
tlwt r:lcnllS and contrn.ry to it. What the woro. In.bove l in the Confession means, 
unless it is re:)1 ti tious for I against I or contre.ry to or inconsistent wi th, 
I lio not 1:now. And of C01.U'se I C1?nnot "!ssort rr.y be:!J.ef in r. })hr8.se whose 
lflcrming I <:<.0 no t ~::llOW. 

E-nt it should. be uDul1c.nntly cIenr from my [\rti ~le ]J\'..olishec1 sometime 
before I [1':)1,1io(1 for orclillntion th8.t I beJ.ic'!e Emt, defen(l t:i8 rosition thgt 
Christ t'J.rned. five loaves and two fishes into (1. uGal to sE,tlsf'y p~ rree.t JrrQltit'L'.e 
and thAt besketi'ulls '''icre gathered '\.tP [',ftervi8ro.. tfY/L And you r.rill note in the 
t,rticle thrct there is no c:uestion of ;lointinc; ,: Heurew text, rnd thnt the n~oderl1id; 
idea thc.t the uoy brO'..I~ht out his lunch tbn.t his 8Ct ins:lirccl the others to t~ 
out thej.r lunches is t.:w;dry clif'1ionesty. 

To be !,erfectly fair, I wish to say thnt I bwe not COf:ll:,emicnted with 
Mrs. Ki.'\.ipcr to lietermine y:hether she Sf tid I dio. not lJelievE: in li1iracles; I 
learned of this report only today; it comes frOT:1 the or a :0erson \'A:o Sfl.yS she 
he~rd her soy it. So if yD"J. reper>.t the contents of t}1is letter, L!aJ-ce sure dlhat 
I 8JD. not yet at least acau:aing 111rs. Kuiper of m1Ythint;. 

The cOlnmi ttee nlso judged that I clid no t have a call to the ministry. 
Yofhether they Vlere YJi thin their rights in mnkirlG such c, j'\.1dgment rer'lains to be 
Eeen. n11t I wilJ. not discuss the matter, except to SHY that! he.ve in my own way 
been ~ret:chinG the Gospel for the PFLst six years Ht leest, End it is thc..t t}mt 
has ~.·ot me into trouble. And I she.ll continue to ~rnach the t~os-pel in the way I 
can do it 'best Ylhatever the comui ttea, Presbytery, or General Assen:1)ly cloes or 
does not 0.0. I feel I could D-ccorl11)lish r:lore if I v;ere oro.6.inect. 

'trlu.'.t n lont letter this lw.s turnec) out to ue. TIou will 0.0 :nD [. tred 
favor 'b;)' Z:J.V:l.l1t:; the facts such publicity [;.> ~'ou think they clesel"ve. I hpve 
nothinG to hide, 2-nO. \711i1e this letter is not C01:1}10Sec. in n litort~ry r.tyle fit for 
printinc;, ;:rou ltll'l~r q1.lOte it, show it e.rounct, nnll 00 r:hp.tever you vwnt to. 

001'd.ial1;), yours, 



RICHARD WIL.L.ER GRAY 
MINISTER 
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. De or Dr. Clark: 

All.;"C)ugl' I l'IClve not '.'I.L·j'~~.;c)n to YOtl b;j'or,; on 
the HLloj·,:;ct of your l'el~JL;iCJns to ,fl:c,::'iton, I hE:iV~.; been 
int8!.lf:;(:; ly j.ntere sted in the st ana you have tCl.k2 Yl. I am 
back of you one hUl1cJred percent. 

No doubt you lwve heard of the letter thEd~ a 
nwnber of us at GenerFd AE3seffibly sent to tbs tI'usteef.:3 of 
tIle college. Pebhaps you have not as yet seen bhe answer. 
I am encl osinf:'~ it. I aID GO i ne; to c OIfl~)lJ to th e l"3 (lUe st not 
to circulate it. Renc0, I i-,ho"lcl like to [21:1Ve Y')ll return it 
to ms. I shall also enclose a copy of the letter we sent. 
You ;,1;\Y kee~; that~ jf YOlL wish. They enc1of::ed ill their re~)ly 
a CO;)y of the re[)ort of tl18 committee·'bo j.nve;ti,:::ated you. 
3ince you [HiVe that I 'ui J 1 not send it. 

l.:y main LHIx'pose in '!Jriting you is to inquire as to 
the nstur'e of your criticisms of cha]el sJ)eClters. I heard 
soma time ago you crj ticized a speaker who lau(ed "E;. :-,;tanley 
Jones. r:['his 'liould be a little: ammunition for 8. return letter. 
J.:'erbE!.)S tLere are ~30me thj nc;s yOll rni2:ht f-3U(:,:zef-;t th;;dj vvould 
be of a(lcl it i nal ai (1. 

You no do ubt heard tho. t SOHt3 of the Ij.t 0; rature 
of our Chri. stian ~ducation ComIrl.i ttee 'iVa;:: found in the waste 
ba:3k:;t of tb2 colleGe i)Ost office unde.Liver·ed. It was in 
tV'iO lot s - forty and one hundred. 

I regret the stuL)id action l'.i8.ken by the .:l!iJb.del.Jhia 
Presbytery on your request for licelli;ure and ordi1J.ation. I 
trust that the situation rfli ght be ironed out sati ~;factorily. 

Sincerely, 

( 
'. 


