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Assembly Year Name Place of Assembly
1st 1973 Hon. W. Jack Williamson Birmingham, AL
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3rd 1975 Judge Leon F. Hendrick Jackson, MS
4th 1976 Rev. William A. Mclllwaine Greenville, SC
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10th 1982 Rev. R. Laird Harris Grand Rapids, Ml
I1th 1983 Hon. L. B. Austin HlI Norfolk, VA

12th 1984 Rev. James M. Baird, Jr. Barton Rouge, LA
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PARTI

DIRECTORY OF GENERAL ASSEMBLY COMMITTEES
AND OFFICES

OFFICERS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY

Moderator

TE James M. Baird
First Presbyterian Church
P. O. Box 4862
Jackson, Mississippi 39216
Phone: 601-353-8316

Stated Clerk

TE Morton H. Smith
P. O. Box 1428
Decatur, Georgia 30031
Phone: 404-292-4035

Treasurer

RE Earl Witmer

P. O. Box 1428
Decatur, Georgia 30031
Phone: 404-292-4035

OFFICES OF GENERAL ASSEMBLY AGENCIES

Coordinator of Administration
RE Earl Witmer
P. O. Box 1428
Decatur, Georgia 30031
Phone: 404-292-4035

Coordinator for Christian Education and Publications

TE Charles H. Dunahoo
P. O. Box 39
Decatur, Georgia 30031
Phone: 404-292-6102

Coordinator for Mission to North America

TE J. Philip Clark
P. O. Box 1703
Decatur, Georgia 30031
Phone: 404-292-5715
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Coordinator for Mission to the World

TE Paul McKaughan
P. O. Box 1744
Decatur, Georgia 30031
Phone: 404-292-8345

Director of Insurance, Annuities and Relief

RE Janies L. Hughes
P. O. Box 1430
Decatur, Georgia 30031
Phone: 404-292-7951

Director of the Presbyterian Church in America Foundation

Mr. John W. S. Hudson
4319 Memorial Drive, Suite A-Z
Decatur, Georgia 30032
Phone: 404-296-9755

Director of Ridge Haven
RE Ed Robeson
P. O. Box 565
Rosman, North Carolina 28772
Phone: 704-862-3916
President Covenant College
RE Martin Essenburg
Covenant College
Lookout Mountain, Tennessee 37350
Phone: 404-820-1560
President Covenant Theological Seminary
TE Paul Kooistra
12330 Conway Road

St. Louis, Missouri 63141
Phone: 314-434-4044

DIRECTORY OF GENERAL ASSEMBLY COMMITTEES
AND AGENCIES

I. PERMANENT COMMITTEES
COMMITTEE ON ADMINISTRATION
Teaching Elders: Ruling Elders:
Class of 1988
William A. Fox, Gulf Coast Wilson Barbee, Central Carolina

Box 776 Box 192
Gulf Breeze, Florida 32561 Locust, North Carolina 28097



Robert Reymond, Illiana
8903 Rockhurst Dr.
Manchester, Missouri 63011

John Hoogstrate, Pacific Northwest
331 72nd Street
Everett, Washington 98203

Marvin Harris, Warrior
Box 361
Greensboro, Alabama 37377

George W. Knight 11, Missouri
1417 Christine Drive
Des Peres, Missouri 63131

Donald Munson, Western Carolinas
P. O. Box 86
Montreat, North Carolina 28757

C. Eugene Craven, Calvary
1934 Welborn Street
Rock Hill, South Carolina 29730

DIRECTORY

George A. Henning, Tennessee Valley
205 Rainbow Drive
Lookout Mt., Tennessee 37350

Class of 1987

Charles Lowry, Westminster
Lowry Hill Road
Bristol, Virginia 24201

Class of 1986

John T. Clark, Central Georgia
2724 Ingleside Avenue
Macon, Georgia 31204

Charles E. LeSeur, Ascension
281 Silver Lane
McKees Rock, Pennsylvania 15136

Class of 1985

Alternates

William Joseph, Evangel, Chairman
2302 Allendale Place
Montgomery, Alabama 36111

Robert Liken, Philadelphia
505 Woodbrook Lane
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19119

Randall W. Stone, Missouri
1225 Brookside Drive
St. Louis, Missouri 63122

Members from the Program Committees

Teaching Elder and Ruling Elder from Christian Education and Publications

Teaching Elder and Ruling Elder from Mission to North America

Teaching Elder and Ruling Elder from Mission to the World

(The chairman or vice chairman of each Program Committee is to be included as one
of the two members from these Committees.)
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COMMITTEE FOR CHRISTIAN EDUCATION AND PUBLICATIONS

Teaching Elders:

Paul Alexander, Evangel
3100 University Drive, N.W.
Huntsville, Alabama 35805

Paul Settle, Calvary
105 River Street
Greenville, South Carolina 29601

Carl Smith, Central Florida
619 Hattaway Drive, #2143
Altamonte Springs, Florida 32701

George B. Brengle, Southern Florida
9410 SW 190th Street
Miami, Florida 33157

Joseph Pipa, Jr., Texas, Chairman
14223 Burgoyne
Houston, Texas 77077

T. M. Moore, Southern Florida
5855 N. Federal Highway
Ft. Lauderdale, Florida 33308

Charles E. Turner, Southwest
22 West Antelope Lane
Prescott, Arizona 86301

John Ragland, Grace
204 Short Bay Street
Hattiesburg, Mississippi 39401

Ruling Elders:

Class of 1988

0. H. Smith Ill, Gulf Coast
1806 E. Blount Street
Pensacola, Florida 32503

Thomas Savage, South Texas
2704 Arbor
Bryan, Texas 77802

Class of 1987

Arlen Dykstra, Missouri
2143 N. Balias Rd.
St. Louis, Missouri 63131

Ralph Price, Calvary
4 Howell Road
Greenville, South Carolina 29615

Class of 1986

William Rocap, Jr., Central Carolina
P. O. Box 289
Newton, North Carolina 28658

Robert Steadman, Siouxlands
General Delivery
Lennox, South Dakota 57039

Class of 1985

Denis Stager, Ascension
RD #1
Mineral Point, Pennsylvania 15942

Thomas Dale, Eastern Canada
P. O. Box 143
Kitchener, Ontario, Canada N2G 4H6

Advisory Members
Director of Ridge Haven
President of Covenant College

President of Covenant Seminary
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COMMITTEE ON MISSION TO NORTH AMERICA

Teaching Elders

Wayne C. Herring, Grace
3901 Lincoln Road
Hattiesburg, Mississippi 39401

Cortez A. Cooper, Jr., Tennessee Valley
2323 Old Hickory Boulevard
Nashville, Tennessee 37215

John B. Findlay, Jr., Gulf Coast
2198 Highway 297A
Cantonment, Florida 32533

Gerald Morgan, Southwest
4050 Nonchalant Circle
Colorado Springs, Colorado 80917

Carl Derk, Philadelphia
P. O. Box 94
Willow Grove, Pennsylvania 19090

James M. Baird, Mississippi Valley
P. O. Box 4862
Jackson, Mississippi 39216

Frank A. Barker, Jr., Evangel
3181 Dolly Ridge Drive
Birmingham, Alabama 35243

Ruling Elders

Class of 1988

Gordon Shaw, Missouri
911 Clayworth Drive
Ballwin, Missouri 63011

Nicholas P. Barker, Tennessee Valley
1600 Fairy Dell Trail
Lookout Mountain, Tennessee 37350

of 1987

Robert Ransom, James River
8624 Chippenham Road
Richmond, Virginia 23235

Class of 1986

Frederick A. Archer, North Texas
6001 Ken
Arlington, Texas 76017

Stephen Fox, Evangel

P. O. Box 11425

Green Lantern Station
Montgomery, Alabama 36111

Class of 1985

John T. Bailie, Jr., Central Georgia
2304 Dearborn Street
Augusta, Georgia 30904

Paul Anthony, Ascension
621 Water Dam Road
Canonsburg, Pennsylvania 15317

Alternates

Robert Jenkins, Delmarva
200 Blaustein Bldg.

1 North Charles

Baltimore, Maryland 21201
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COMMITTEE ON MISSION TO THE WORLD

Teaching Elders

Nelson K. Malkus, Delmarva
907 Parkside Blvd.
Claymount, Delaware 19703

John W. P. Oliver, Central Georgia
642 Telfair Street
Augusta, Georgia 30901

Donald Hoke, Tennessee Valley
604 Villa Crest Drive
Knoxville, Tennessee 37923

Addison Soltau, Great Lakes
1437 Jaywood Drive
St. Louis, Missouri 63141

E. Lee Trinkle, James River
205 North Masa Drive
Hopewell, Virginia 23860

Carl W. Bogue, Jr., Ascension
591 Yager Road
Clinton, Ohio 44216

Henry R. Gundlach, North Georgia
P. O. Box 2453
Gainesville, Georgia 30503

Harold E. Burkhart, Philadelphia
407 Cedar Hill Road
Ambler, Pennsylvania 19002

Ruling Elders:

Class of 1988

Jack W. Barker, Missouri
317 Wildbrier Drive
Ballwin, Missouri 63011

Loyd Strickland, North Georgia
Crystal Farms
Chestnut Mountain, Georgia 30502

Class of 1987

M. C. Culbertson, North Texas
8617 NW Plaza Dr.
Dallas, Texas 75225

Nelson M. Kennedy, Ascension
RR#1 Box 156
Darlington, Pennsylvania 16115

Class of 1986

Robert Mifflin, Delmarva
10 Coffee Run Lane
Wilmington, Delaware 19808

W. Jack Williamson, Evangel
Box 467
Greenville, Alabama 36037

Class of 1985

L. B. Austin 1ll, Tennessee Valley
Chairman

1703 Crestwood Drive
Chattanooga, Tennessee 37405

Gerald Sovereign, Gulf Coast
3992 Bay Point Drive
Gulf Breeze, Florida 32561

Il. SPECIAL COMMITTEES
ASSEMBLY THEOLOGICAL EXAMINING COMMITTEE

Teaching Elders Ruling Elders

Class of 1987

R. C. Sproul, Ascension
Box 190, R. D. #1
Stahlstown, Pennsylvania 15687

John McNair, Grace
Route 2
Mt. Olive, Mississippi 30119
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Class of 1986

Robert S. Rayburn, Pacific Northwest Glenn Marshall, New Jersey
818 S. M Street 53 Barnwell Dr.
Tacoma Washington, 98405 Willingboro, New Jersey 08046

Class of 1985

J. Robert Vannoy, Philadelphia Kenneth Ryskamp, Southern Florida
Chairman 10440 South West 53rd Avenue
218 West Walnut Street Miami, Florida 33156

Soudertown, Pennsylvania 18964

Alternates
O. Palmer Robertson, Delmarva Bruce Kitchen, Jr., Central Georgia
12330 Conway Road 11 Summerville Lane
St, Louis, Missouri 63141 Augusta, Georgia 30909

COMMITTEE ON INTERCHURCH RELATIONS

Teaching Elders Ruling Elders

Class of 1987

John W. Sanderson, Jr., Missouri Elwood Woods, Northern Illinois
1209 Aladdin Rd. 9718 Partridge Lane

Lookout Mtn., Tennessee 37350 Crystal Lake, Illinois 60014
(Resigned)

Class of 1986

Henry Lewis Smith, Evangel George H. Gulley, Jr., Grace
585 Upper Kingston Road 505 Storm Avenue
Prattville, Alabama 36067 Brookhaven, Mississippi 39601

Class of 1985

Robert G. Valentine, North Georgia Bruce M. Ferg, Southwest

2663 Davidson Drive 4809 East 13th Street

Lithonia, Georgia 30058 Tucson, Arizona 85711
Ex-Officio

Morton H. Smith, Western Carolinas Stated Clerk
P. O. Box 1428
Decatur, Georgia 30031

Alternates
Thomas Cook, Mississippi Valley Jack Merry, Northeast

208 Oakwood Drive 21 Helen Drive
Louisville, Mississippi 39339 Glens Falls, New York 12801
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COMMITTEE ON JUDICIAL BUSINESS

Teaching Elders

Paul Gilchrist, Tennessee Valley
107 Hardy Road
Lookout Mountain, Tennessee 37350

Rodney King, Southwest, Chairman
8300 N. La Canada
Tucson, Arizona 85704

Joseph C. Gardner, Jr., Louisiana
1121 Rollins Road
Zachary, Louisiana 70791

Russell Toms, Central Florida
P. O. Box 403
Wauchula, Florida 33873

Donald J. MacNair, Missouri
480 Brightspur Lane
Ballwin, Missouri 63011

Ruling Elders
Class of 1988

William Huffman, Central Carolina

1229 Ridgecrest Avenue

Burlington, North Carolina 27215
Class of 1987

John Van Voorhis, Calvary

Route 7, Mt. Brook Trail

Greenville, South Carolina 29609
Class of 1986

Henry G. Smith, Central Georgia

103 Channing Trail

Warner Robins, Georgia 31093
Class of 1985

Stanley D. Wells, Oklahoma

12815 West 118th

Overland Park, Kansas 66210

Alternates
E. Wesley Graves IlI, Palmetto

3526 Greenway Drive
Columbia, South Carolina 29206

I1l. OTHER AGENCIES

BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE INSURANCE, ANNUITY,

AND RELIEF FUNDS
Class of 1989

Earle Morris, Jr., Palmetto
1137 Baywater Drive
West Columbia, South Carolina 29169

Gordon W. Frost, Southern Florida
9311 NW 38th Place
Sunrise, Florida 33321

Class of 1988
Robert VanFleet, Central Florida

10468 SW 57th Terrace
Ocala, Florida 32674
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James Shipley, Central Georgia
613 Laeson Drive
Perry, Georgia 31069

Class of 1987

Charles Cox, Grace
P.O. Box 527
Taylorsville, Mississippi 39168

Franklin Dymess, Philadelphia
R.D. 2, Box 17
Quarryville, Pennsylvania 17566

Class of 1986

John W. Todd, Jr., Ascension
RD #4, Blackburn Road
Sewickley, Pennsylvania 15143

Mark Roessler, Southern Florida
555 N. Federal Hwy.
Ft. Lauderdale, Florida 33308

Class of 1985

Thomas Leopard, Evangel, Convener
3001 U.S. Hwy. 280 South
Birmingham, Alabama 35243
Thomas Lowe, Westminster
First National Bank of Sullivan Co.
Bristol, Tennessee 37620

Advisory Member

Earl Witmer, Coordinator of Administration

BOARD OF TRUSTEES FOR THE
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN AMERICA FOUNDATION

Class of 1988

Thomas Bames, Evangel
P. O. Box 311
Opelika, Alabama 36801

Robert C. Eberst, Southern Florida
9715 SW 142 Drive
Miami, Florida 33176

Class of 1987
T. K. Hart, Calvary

Rt. #2, Moore Lane
Greenville, South Carolina 29607
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Vernon Cotten, Mississippi Valley
P. O. Box 594
Carthage, Mississippi 39051

Class of 1986
E. Allen Duble, Missouri
12330 Conway Road
St. Louis, Missouri 63141
John Albritton, Evangel
P. O. Box 270
Montgomery, Alabama 36195
Class of 1985
Ross Bair, Southern Florida
8912 NW 15 Court
Coral Springs, Florida 33065

F. E. Brasfield, Mississippi Valley
Edwards, Mississippi 39066

Advisory Member

Earl Witmer, Coordinator of Administration

BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF RIDGE HAVEN
Teaching Elders Ruling Elders

Class of 1987

E. Rhett Sanders, Central Carolina George F. Fox, Ascension
1419 N. Sellers Mill Road #2 Fox Road
Burlington, North Carolina 27215 Portersville, Pennsylvania 16051

Jayme S. Sickert, Calvary
304 E. Centennial Street
Clinton, South Carolina 29325

Class of 1986

Thomas Waldecker, Illiana
Box 411
Coulterville, Illinois 62237

Henry Bishop, Grace
239 East Marion Avenue
Crystal Springs, Mississippi 39059

Randy Steele, Southwest
536 East Royal Palm Drive
Mesa, Arizona 85203
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Class of 1985

Robert Blaylock, Louisiana
2106 Cooktown Road
Ruston, Louisiana 71270
Kenneth Keyes, Southern Florida

Winter RO. Box 807, Boynton Beach, FL 33436

Summer P.O. Box 40, Highlands, NC 28741

Royce C. Waites, Calvary, Chairman
P. O. Box 4871
Columbia, South Carolina 29240

Advisory Member

Charles H. Dunahoo, Coordinator of Christian Education & Publications
Director
Edward Robeson

P. O. Box 565
Rosman, North Carolina 28772

BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF COVENANT COLLEGE
Teaching Elders Ruling Elders

Class of 1988

W. Wayne Curies, Central Georgia
3317 Westgate Blvd.,
Albany, Georgia 31707

Douglas Murphy, Mississippi Valley
3460 Dawn Drive
Pearl, Mississippi 39208

J. Gary Aitken, Palmetto
2641 North Beltline Blvd.
Columbia, South Carolina 29204

John M. MacGregor, North Georgia
881 Park Manor Court
Marietta, Georgia 30064

Thomas Kay, Sr., Warrior
31 Hereford Hills
Aliceville, Alabama 35442

Herbert Crews, Calvary
1 Sheraton Avenue
Greenville, South Carolina 29615

James E. Bus, Eastern Carolina
1207 Linton Court
Cary, North Carolina 27511

Graham Gutsche, Delmarva
500 Wilson Road
Annapolis, Maryland 21401

Class of 1987

Myron Dunton, Oklahoma
4629 South Toledo
Tulsa, Oklahoma 74135

Robert Heerdt, Philadelphia
600 Lindley Road
Glenside, Pennsylvania 19038
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William Barker, Western Carolinas
P. 0. Box 2330
Asheville, North Carolina 28802

James E. Singleton, Pacific
30666 Passageway Place
Agoura, California 91301

Morton H. Smith, Western Carolinas
P.O. Box 1428
Decatur, Georgia 30031

James J. Conrad, Southern Florida
6986 Trail Boulevard
Naples, Florida 33940

Thomas G. Cross, Calvary
130 Tybome Circle
Columbia, South Carolina 29210

Al Lutz, Great Lakes

Apartment 25, Kirklevington North
858 Malabu Drive

Lexington, Kentucky 40502

Clarence den Dulk,

Orthodox Presbyterian

1480 West Lisburn Road
Mechanicsburg, Pennsylvania 17055

James Kaufmann, Evangel
11011 Vivian Drive (H)
Huntsville, Alabama 35810

Joel Belz, Western Carolinas
Box 3108
Asheville, North Carolina 28805

Robert Butterfield, Central Florida
2043 Siesta Lane
Orlando, Florida 32804

Class of 1986

Richard Chewning, James River,
Chairman

7 Ridge Road

Richmond, Virginia 23119

Ross E. Cook, Covenant
6441 Gillham Drive
Memphis, Tennessee 38314

Hugh Maclellan, Sr. Tennessee Valley
109 East Brow Road
Lookout Mountain, Tennessee 37350

Earl Witmer, Great Lakes
P. O. Box 1428
Decatur, Georgia 30031

Class of 1985

Robert D. Gray, Delmarva
2415 Knowles Road
Wilmington, Delaware 19810

William H. Hall, Central Florida
1019 Sweetbriar Road
Orlando, Florida 32806

Harry J. Jennings, Great Lakes
754 North 400 East
Valparaiso, Indiana 46383

Wendell Graves, Orthodox Presbyterian
514 Kingbard
Waterloo, lowa 50701
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BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF COVENANT THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY

Teaching Elders

Charles B. Holliday, Ascension
141 Crescent Hills Road
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15235

John W. Buswell, Central Florida
6101 North Habana Avenue
Tampa, Florida 33614

James Hatch, Evangel
3815 Interstate Court, Suite 108-B
Montgomery, Alabama 36109

Rodney D. Stortz, Missouri
2209 North Balias Road
St. Louis, Missouri 63131

Allen M. Baldwin, Great Lakes
1457 Ardmore, S.E.
Grand Rapids, Michigan 49507

Bill Combs, Grace
3230 Wynn Drive
Avondale Estates, Georgia 30002

J. Robert Fiol, James River
1520 Narbonne Court
Virginia Beach, Virginia 23456

Mark E. Pett, Delmarva
1407 Woodbridge Lane
Sykesville, Maryland 21784

Donald Sherow, Christian Reformed
1413 Dunham, S. E.
Grand Rapids, Michigan 49506

Class of 1988
Ruling Elders

John E. Spencer, Evangel
3500 Mill Run Road
Birmingham, Alabama 35223

Class of 1987

Lanny Moore, Calvary, Chairman
7 Shelburne Road
Greenville, South Carolina 29607

Clark Breeding, Texas
Box 12447
Dallas, Texas 75225-0447

Robert Neill, Evangel
3104 Woodhaven Drive
Birmingham, Alabama 35243

Wm. P. Thompson, Mississippi Valley
P. O. Box 290
Yazoo City, Mississippi 39141

Class of 1986

John B. Lewis, Missouri
810 South Warson Road
St. Louis, Missouri 63124

Robert Morrison, Delmarva
208 N. Royal St.
Alexandria, Virginia 22314

Arthur C. Stoll, Northern Illinois
750 East Main Street
South Elgin, Illinois 60177
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James R. Wilkins, Jr., Louisiana
14 Chateau Pantet Canet Drive
Kenner, Louisiana 70026

Class of 1985

John K. Reeves, Mississippi Valley James Orders, Jr., Calvary
1203 Huntcliff Way Box 3827
Clinton, Mississippi 39056 Greenville, South Carolina 29607

G. Paul Jones, Jr., Central Georgia
P. O. Box 6497
Macon, Georgia 31213

Harold Van Kley, Missouri
7836 W. 101st Place
Palof Hills, Illinois 60465

Richard Wulf, Southwest

1339 North 31st Circle

Colorado Springs, Colorado 80904
Richard Ellingsworth, Delmarva

1011 Cloverleaf Road
Towson, Maryland 21204

IV. AD-INTERIM COMMITTEES

AD-HOC COMMITTEE TO STUDY BAPTISM

TE Frank M. Barker, Jr., Evangel TE George W. Knight I, Missouri
3181 Dolly Ridge Drive 1417 Christine Drive

Birmingham, Alabama 35243 Des Peres, Missouri 63131

TE Carl W. Bogue, Jr., Ascension, Chairman RE John Thompson, Westminster
591 Yager Road 614 Lazy Lane

Clinton, Ohio 44216 Kingsport, Tennessee 37663

AD-INTERIM COMMITTEE
ON GENERAL ASSEMBLY

Teaching Elders Ruling Elders

Frank M. Barker, Jr., Evangel W. Jack Williamson, Evangel, Chairman
3181 Dolly Ridge Drive Box 467

Birmingham, Alabama 35243 Greenville, Alabama 36037

William Barker, Western Carolinas Robert C. Cannada, Mississippi Valley
P.O. Box 2330 P.O. Box 22567

Asheville, North Carolina 28802 Jackson, Mississippi 39205
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Paul Gilchrist, Tennessee Valley Richard Chewning, James River
107 Hardy Road 7 Ridge Road
Lookout Mountain, Tennessee 37350 Richmond, Virginia 23229

AD-INTERIM COMMITTEE
TO STUDY THE USE OF “HEROIC MEASURES” TO SAVE LIFE

Clerk’s Note: Not appointed at the time of the printing of these minutes.

AD-INTERIM COMMITTEE
ON NUCLEAR WARFARE

Teaching Elders Ruling Elders

Robert B. Needham,CHC.USN, Palmetto Kenneth L. Ryskamp, Southern Florida
c/o Wing Chaplain’s Office 10440 SW 53rd Avenue

USMC 3rd Marine Aircraft Miami, Florida 33156

Wing FMFPAC

MCAS EIl Toro

Santa Anna, California 92709-5006

Robert A. Milliken, Tennesee Valley David Coffin, Jr., Delmarva

412 Krupski Loop 2809 Church Road

Lookout Mountain, Tennessee 37350 Mitchellville, Maryland 20853
David C. Jones, Great Lakes, Chairman David Forslund, Southwest
12330 Conway Road 309 Aragon

St. Louis, Missouri 63141 Los Alamos, New Mexico 87544

D. James Kennedy, Southern Florida
2750 NE 58th Street
Ft. Lauderdale, Florida 33308

AD-INTERIM COMMITTEE
ON PAEDO COMMUNION

Teaching Elders Ruling Elders

Robert S. Rayburn, Pacific NW, Chairman Frank C. Horton, Mississippi Valley
818 South M. Street 704 East Leake Street

Tacoma, Washington 98405 Clinton, Mississippi 39056

Edmund P. Clowney, James River William Adams, Central Georgia
Trinity Presbyterian Church c/o First Presbyterian Church

P.O. Box 5102 682 Mulberry Street
Charlottesville, Virginia 22903 Macon, Georgia 31201

Robert L. Reymond, lIlliana
803 Rockhurst Drive
Manchester, Missouri 63011



MINUTES OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY

COMMISSION TO INVESTIGATE AND HANDLE MATTERS
IN RELATION TO GREAT LAKES PRESBYTERY

TE Arthur G. Broadwick, Ascension
Box 505-B Geyser Road
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15205

RE Andrew Burgess, Illiana

c/o Concord Presbyterian Church
P.O. Box 198

Waterloo, Illinois 62298

RE Eugene Fullerton, Illiana
c/o Bethel Presbyterian Church
226 North St. Louis Street
Sparta, lllinois 62286

TE David G. K. Howe, Tennessee Valley
8905 Sony Lane
Knoxville, Tennessee 37923

RE David S. Huggins, Jr., Tennessee Valley
942 Vanlear Drive
Nashville, Tennessee 37220

TE Stuart Perrin, Ascension, Chairman
115 Heather Drive
Butler, Pennsylvania 16001

COMMISSION TO INVESTIGATE AND HANDLE MATTERS
IN RELATION TO DELMARVA PRESBYTERY

TE Larry Roff, James River, Chairman
3405 North Radford Drive
Hopewell, VA 23860

TE James C. Pakala, Philadelphia
2727 Hatfield Valley Road
Hatfield, PA 19440

TE George W. Smith, Philadelphia
407 North Easton Road
Willow Grove, PA 19090

TE John DeBardeleben, Philadelphia, Alternate
425 South Church Street
Quarryville, PA 17566
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RE Richard Tilton, Philadelphia

c/o Christ Reformed Presbyterian Church
210 Plymouth Avenue

Oreland, PA 19075

RE Manfred Garibotti, Philadelphia
c/o Tenth Preshyterian Church
1700 Spruce Street

Philadelphia, PA 19103

RE Donald M. Long
425 Hawthorne Avenue
Haddonfield, NJ 08033
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JOURNAL
MINUTES—MONDAY AFTERNOON
June 18, 1984

First Session

12-1 Assembly Called to Order and Opening Worship.

The Twelfth General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in America was convened
in the Great Hall of the Bellemont Motel, Baton Rouge, Louisiana, at 1:00 p.m. on
Monday, June 18, 1984. Moderator L. B. (Pete) Austin Il called the meeting to order
and the Assembly joined in the opening worship service according to the following order.

PRELUDE
CHORAL CALLTO WORSHIP...

.. TE Lawrence Roff, Organist
“Rejoice, the Lord Is King”
Covenant College Singers

HYMN “When | Survey the Wondrous Cross” Number 186
PRAY ER ottt et ettt et et ettt e e beebe e be b et et aeebeebe et et et e e eneeneas RE L. B. Austin Ill, Moderator
ANTHEM “O Thou in Whose Presence My Soul Takes Delight”

Covenant College Singers
SEASON OF PRAYER

SCRIPTURE READ IN G .o Eccl. 3:1-8; James 2:14-19; Luke 10:27
SER M O N ettt bRttt ettt bt The Moderator
PRAYER

HY M N e “Alleluial Alleluia! Hearts to Heav’n and Voices Raise” Number 204
SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER

Meditation... “This Cup Is the New Testament in My Blood”

TE James W. Lipscomb

TE’s William E. Frisbee, Sr. and J. Paul Lipe

..“Alleluia! Alleluia! Hearts to Heav’n and Voices Raise” Number 204
TE J. Paul Lipe

Presiding

APOSTOLIC BENEDICTION
POSTLUDE

12-2 Recess
Following the worship service the Assembly took a brief recess while the hall was
prepared for business.

12-3 Reconvening, Quorum and Roll

The Assembly reconvened with prayer by TE Robert J. Ostenson. TE Morton H.
Smith, Stated Clerk, declared a quorum of 770 registered commissioners present at this
time, and the Assembly proceeded to business. The final enrollment of commissioners was
as follows:

ASCENSION PRESBYTERY (All towns are in Pennsylvania, except as indicated.)

Town Church Teaching Elder Ruling Elder

Akron, OH Faith Carl W. Bogue, Jr. James Bruder
Peter Stazen Il

Beaver Falls Christ Lee Troup

Bovard Covenant Daniel H. Perrin

Butler Westminster Warren W. West John W. Miller, Jr.

Darlington

Darlington Reformed

William H. Albany

N. M. Kennedy



Ellwood City
Ligonier
McKees Rock

Monroeville
Pittsburgh
Upper St. Clair
Valencia

Volant
Wexford

JOURNAL

Berean
Pioneer
Providence

New Hope
Sovereign Grace
First Reformed
Redeemer

South Hills
Gospel Fellowship
Hillcrest
Covenant

Bruce Gardner
Robert Hopper
Arthur C. Broadwick
Daryl R. Davis
Bruce Mawhinney
Frank Moser
Charles B. Holliday
Kurt Lutjens
Arnold Frank
Bailey Cadman
Jerry Maguire
Robert Eickelberg
E. Crowell Cooley
Stuart Perrin
Robert C. Peterson
Gordon Taylor

CALVARY PRESBYTERY (All towns are in South Carolina.)

Town
Abbeville
Clover

Conestee
Easley
Edgefield
Gaffney
Greenville

Greer

Moore
Newberry
Reidville
Rock Hill

Roebuck
Simpsonville
Spartanburg

Union
Woodruff
York

Church

Lebanon

New Hope

Bethel

Scherer Memorial
Reedy River
Covenant
Edgefield

Salem

Calvary

Mitchell Road

Second

Shannon Forest
Fellowship
Fulton

Center Point
Smyrna
Reidville
Hopewell
Westminster
Roebuck
Davenport Road
Powell
Providence
Trinity
McCutchen Memorial
Antioch

Filbert

Teaching Elder

John Smith, Jr.
Charles Champion
Vemon N. West
James Simoneau
Kenneth Gentry, Jr.
Stephen Bostrom
Richard Lindsay, Jr.
L. Byron Snapp
Victor Jones

Henry Hope

Earl Eckerson

Paul G. Settle
Richard L. Burguet
Jack Arnold
William Bivans

John Love
Gaynor Phillips

David Frierson

Eugene Craven

John T. Campbell, Jr.

Jack Giddings

R. Grady Love
Daniel Smyth
Loren V. Watson
Joseph Beale

H. W. Tinsley, Jr.

Thomas Austin
Thomas G. Cross
John Shane

Jack Spears

C. Michael Walker

John W. Todd

James Freeman
Paul Anthony

Richard Case

Ruling Elder

Donald Ray

John Latham

J. Wideman Jackson
Ralph Harper, Jr.
James B. Ducker, Jr.

C. Stuart Patterson
John H. Van Voorhis
Lanny Moore

Elmer Mathis
Robert McAbee

Calvin Leonard
Carl Barfield
Reid Roach
Louie Campbell

John Kilgore
John Anderson



22

CENTRAL CAROIINA PRESBYTERY (All towns are in North Carolina.)

Town

Albemarle
Belmont
Burlington
Charlotte

Denver
Fayetteville
Gastonia
Hickory
High Point
Lexington
Locust
Matthews
Mt. Moume
N. Belmont
Stanley

Winston Salem

Church

Second Street
East Belmont
Northside
Freedom
Prosperity
Lakeshore
Cross Creek
South Point
New Covenant
Westminster
Meadowview
Carolina
Christ Covenant
Faith

Goshen
Castanea

First
Redeemer

MINUTES OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY

Teaching Elder

Jerry Ouimette
Jack Bowling
Rhett Sanders

Stephen Stout
Dewey Murphy
Randy Wilding
Walter E. Thompson
John Ottinger
David Dively

L. Kenneth Hash
Eulice D. Thomas
Harry Reeder

Alfred A. Saleeby
Robert Wilcox

Clyde L. Godwin

CENTRAL FLORIDA PRESBYTERY (All towns are in Florida.)

Town

Bradenton
Crystal River
Deland
Gainesville

Jacksonville
Lakeland
Maitland

Melbourne
Ocala
Orange Park
Pinellas Park
Sarasota

Tampa
Venice

Wauchula
Winter Haven

Church

Hope

Seven Rivers
Immanuel
Faith

Westminster
Covenant
Orangewood

Covenant
Grace
Pinewood
Grace
Covenant Life
Faith
Seminole
Tampa Bay
Grace

Faith
Covenant

Teaching Elder

Kenneth Nippert
Raymond Cortese
David Boxerman
Rodney Culbertson

James McKee
Wyatt Folds

H. Charles Green
Robert Bowman
Carl E. Smith
Daniel Hendley
Thomas Henry
Rodney Whited
Joseph Easterling
Lawrence E. Edison
Darrell C. Harris
Michael Potts
James Saxon
Stephen D. Wood
Russell D. Toms
John Jagoditsch

Richard Fraser
Carlton Heil
Michael Malone
Richard G. Watson

Ruling Elder

Jerry Hager

Paul Rodden
William Huffman
Harold Cathey

William Rocap

Glenn Owen
Webb Hastings
Buford Price

Donald Sapp

Ruling Elder

Harry George

Dale Linder

Loyd Puckett

H. Lavergne Brown

Daniel Standish
Bruce Hoffman

Willard Armstrong

Howard Elems
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CENTRAL GEORGIA PRESBYTERY (All towns are in Georgia.)

Town

Albany
Augusta

Columbus
Forsyth
Macon

Macon

Perry
Savannah
Statesboro
Thomson
Valdosta
Waynesboro

COVENANT PRESBYTERY (All towns are in Mississippi, except as indicated.)

Town

Carrollton
Clarendon, AR
Clarksdale

Cleveland
Columbus

Dyersburg, TN
Fayetteville, AR
Grenada

Hickory Withe, TN
Houston

Indianola

Jackson, TN

Little Rock, AR

Marks
Memphis, TN

Osceola, AR
Oxford
Pontotoc
Sardis
Tupelo
Water Valley

Church

Northgate
First

Westminster
Dayspring
First

Vineville

Perry

Hull Memorial
Trinity
Thomson
Westminster
First

Church
Carrollton
First

First

Covenant

The Presbyterian Church

First

Covenant
Grenada
Hickory Withe
Houston

First

Grace
Covenant

Marks

Eastland

Gracewood
Riveroaks Reformed
First

Oxford

Reformed

Sardis

Lawndale

First

Teaching Elder

W. Wayne Curies
Kenneth Crosswhite

James Campbell
D. C. Frost
Michael Bolus
John Grauley
Gordon Reed
Henry Schum
Mark Cushman
Wilson Smith
James E. Shipley
James Barr
Roland Barnes

Benedict Konopa
James Knight

William Douglas
Harry K. Treude

Teaching Elder

Joseph Grider
Daniel Semones
Michael J. Ahlberg
Thomas G. Kay, Jr.
Wilson Benton
Timothy Starnes
Robert L. Penny
John Glenn Tucker
Randy Stringer
Paul Sagen

Henry Poole
Kenneth Camp
Paul Honomichl
Danton B. Ketchum
Carl Chaplin
Robert Cannada, Jr.
Stephen L. Sanford
Laurie Jones

Barry Waugh

Michael Sartelle
Robert Cargo

Dale Linton
Charles Carroll
Frank E. Hamilton

Ruling Elder

John T. Bailie, Jr.
Carl Fliermans

Melvin E. Jewett, Jr.

Luther Nelson
John T. Clark
Donald Comer
George Nottingham
James Turner
Wayne Stoffell
Randall Hickman

Charles E. Simpson
Robert Montague

Ruling Elder

Louis Brown

George G. Flowers,.

Austin A. Northcutt

Alvy Walker

Allen Aven
Howard Davis

Grady Miller

Ray F. Green
Oral Waring
Arthur Rogers

Bruce McCoy

Joseph Fennell
J.K. Baddley
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Winona

DELMARVA PRESBYTERY (All towns are in Maryland, except as indicated.)

Town

Arlington, VA
Baltimore

Hyattsville

Luthersville
Martinsburg, WV
McClean, VA

Newark, DE

Owings Mills
Pasadena
Reisterstown
Stanton, DE
Timonium
Warrenton, VA
Wilmington, DE

Woodbridge, VA

EASTERN CANADA PRESBYTERY (All towns are

Town

Newcastle, NB

MINUTES OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY

First

Church

Christ

Abbott Memorial
Aisquith

Faith Christian
Wallace Memorial

Valley
Pilgrim
McClean

Evangelical

Liberty

Sevema Park
Covenant of Grace
Covenant Reformed
Timonium
Gainesville
Covenant

Faith

Grace

Church

Covenant Reformed

Harold L. Richardson

Richard Cannon
George W. Miller
C. Howard Oakley
James Turner

Ford Williams

Teaching Elder

James Hutchens
Robert E. Lynn
Thomas Wenger
Craig Garriott
Richard L. Holmes
Lance E. Hudgens
Ronald C. Harding
Harry E. Grimes
Stephen Smallman
Stephen Baldwin
Robert Auffarth
David Fidati

Max Harris

Glenn Parkinson

Bruce Howes (2)
Eric Perrin
Phillip Douglas
Bruce Howes (2)
Frank Smick, Jr.
Daniel Osbhorne

Nelson Malkus

O. Palmer Robertson
in Canada.)
Teaching Elder

Robert Hamilton

EASTERN CAROLINA (All towns are in North Carolina.)

Town

Durham

Raleigh

Church

Fuller Memorial
Lednum

New Covenant
Calvary

Teaching Elder

Reuben Wallace

John Herrington
Warren Thuston

Cecil Barnett

Ruling Elder

Welzie Mumaw

Robert Bain

David Coffin, Jr.
William H. Moore,
James Brady

Russell Doig

Thomas Dizer

Ruling Elder

Ruling Elder

Charles Latta

William Reynolds
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EVANGEL PRESBYTERY (All towns are in Alabama.)

Town Church Teaching Elder
Anniston Faith
Birmingham Altadena Valley John W. Long

Briarwood Frank Barker

Tom Cheely
Ronald Steel

Covenant William Hay

Faith Douglas Mark

Grace Fellowship Joseph Ellis

Third
Clanton Clanton Robert Allyn
Clayton Clayton John M. McArthur (2)

Pleasantview John M. McArthur (2)
Clio Pea River Randy Kimbrough
Courtland Courtland Marvin R. White, Jr.
Dothan First Taylor McGown
Enterprise First G. Michael Saunders
Florala First
Gadsen First Fred Zoeller
Greenville First L. Milton Cutchen
Hayneville Hayneville William Mason
Hueytown Continuing Steven Shuman
Huntsville Reformed Paul Alexander
Leeds Community Craig Childs
Montgomery Covenant

Faith James D. Hatch

Oak Park Brian Nicholson

Trinity Robert Ostenson
Opelika Trinity Thomas F. Barnes
Ozark Ozark Randall Yelverton
Pinson Mt. Calvary Michael Williams
Prattville First Henry Smith
Sylacauga Knollwood Dan Faber
Troy First William Dever

Glenn Camenisch
David Crocker
Jimmy Lyons
George Mitchell
W. Ingram Phillips
Robert Reed

John Register
Grady Simpson
William C. Smith

Ruling Elder

Jack Totherow
Michael Payne
Doug Haskew
Thomas Leopard
John McKinstry
George Moss
John Spencer

Charles McEwen

R. Hezlep, Jr.

J. Easterling

Rod Andrews
Paul Miller

Rupert Greene
Paul Takacs
Byram Towers
Jack Williamson

John Bousack

Mac Gardner

Charles Watson
Stephen Fox
Roy Gamble
M. E. Howland

William F. Joseph, Jr.

Richard Teague

Irv Wicker

Osbourne Griffin
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GRACE PRESBYTERY (All towns are in Mississippi, except as indicated.)

Town

Bay Springs
Biloxi

Brookhaven

Centreville
Collins

Columbia
Crystal Springs
Gloster

Gulf Port

Hattiesburg

Hazlehurst
Heidelberg
Laurel
Leakesville
Liberty
Magee

Mize

Moss Point
Mt. Olive
Picayune
Slidell, LA
Waynesboro

Woodville

Church

Bay Springs
First

Faith

Thomson Memorial
Collins

McDonald
Columbia

First

Bethany

First

Bay Street
First
Woodland
First
Heidelberg
Covenant
Leakesville
Liberty
Magee
Sharon
Calvary
Moss Point
Mt. Olive
First

Trinity
Philadelphus
Waynesboro
First

GREAT LAKES PRESBYTERY

Town

Cynthiana, KY
Florence, KY
Fenton, M1
Grand Rapids, Ml
Lexington, KY
Louisville, KY

Church

Covenant

Christ

Tyrone Covenant
Christ

Tates Creek
Westminster

Teaching Elder

Robert McFarland
William L. Mosal

Shelton P. Sanford
James Smith

Leon D. Lovett, HI
Steven Jakes

John Wingard
Leonard Hendrix
Henry Bishop

Richard L. Summers

John S. Ragland

L. Roy Taylor
Wayne Herring
Thomas McClelland
Larry J. King

Walter Shepard
Robert Byrne
Randall Richmond
Robert Schwanebeck
Timothy Dye

Scott Reiber

Donald R. Hendricks
John W. McNair
Stanley Hartman
Robert Craggs
Robert Hollingsworth

Vaughn Hathaway, Jr.

E. C. Case

Norman Bagby, Jr.
E. C. Case

Odell Fish
Edward A. Jussely
William H. Smith
William Stanway

Teaching Elder

William Martin
David Stockment

Allan Baldwin

Al Lutz

Richard W. Markert
William A. Shell

Ruling Elder

Philip McRae
Elvin Vestal

Bill Wallace
Frank Massengill

Wexler White

DeWitt Smylie
Walter Russo
W. D. Woleben
G. O. Runnels
W. W. Wicht
Ralph Abraham

David Mclnnis
E. L. Caston
John Hansbrough
Sherley Maddox
Marvin McLeod
Richard Ulerich

Terence Flanagan

James E. Wilkerso

Ruling Elder

A. Kenneth Kuyk
Daniel Borst



GULF COAST PRESBYTERY (All towns are in Florida, except as indicated.)

Town

Cantonment
Chattahoochee
Destin

Ft. Walton Beach
Gulf Breeze
Madison

Milton

Niceville

Panama City
Pensacola

Quincy
Robertsdale, AL
Tallahassee

JOURNAL

Church

Pinewoods
Chattahoochee
Safe Harbor
Westminster
Concord

Grace
Westminster
First

Covenant
McDwain

Northeast
Warrington

New Philadelphia
Faith

Wildwood
Westminster

Teaching Elder

John Findlay

Robert Dale
Robert C. Wilson
William A. Fox
Alton Phillips
Charles Gwin
Richard Adelman
Robert S. Hayes
Donald C. Graham
Malcom Griffith
John Waller
Robert S. Homick
Thomas Carr
Raymond Fell
Steven Bradford

Nathaniel Heeth
Arnold H. Maves

William A. Mcllwaine

ILLIANA PRESBYTERY (All towns are in Illinois except as indicated.)

Town

Carbondale
Cutler

Sparta
Vincennes, IN
Waterloo

Church

Evangelical
Reformed
Bethel
Westminster
Concord

Teaching Elder

George J. Wyatt
Legree Finch
Bryan Chapell
David Robinson

Robert L. Reymond

JAMES RTVER PRESBYTERY (All towns are in Virginia.)

Town

Chester
Hopewell

Norfolk
Richmond

Virginia Beach

Church

Centralia
West End

West Hopewell
Immanuel

Stony Point Reformed

Eastminster

Teaching Elder

John Holmes

Timothy Keller
William Harrell
Frank Crane

Howard Griffith
Russell Flaxman

Harold Borchert
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Ruling Elder

Newton Brooks
Jerry Lloyd
Gerry W. Sovereign

Julian Gibson
Thurman Melson

Murdock M. Campbell
O. H. Smith, Il

Eugene Smith
Thomas White

Charles Underwood

Ruling Elder

Willard Smyth

William Saul

Ruling Elder

Eugene Friedline
Walter Lastovica
Leland Nichols
Bruce Honts
Dale White

Reece White
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KOREAN EASTERN PRESBYTERY

Town Church Teaching Elder
Baltimore, MD Korean Central David Im
Chicago, IL Sungmin Joseph Kim
Decatur, GA Korean First Sam Jung Suh
Elmhurst, NY Korean South Chi Soon Park
Samuel Park
Lansdale, PA First Korean of N. PA lichu Chung
Philadelphia, PA Emanuel 1. Henry Koh
Skokie, IL Holy Nation Kee Soo Song
Springfield, MO First Korean Sang Ho Nam

KOREAN SOUTHWESTERN PRESBYTERY

Town Church Teaching Elder
Dallas, TX Korean Chang Kun Lee
Houston, TX Korean Church of Hous- Sung-Man Kim
ton
Orange, CA Orange David Kim
Placentia, CA Korean Westminster Chang Ik
Reseda, CA West Valley Hui Chu Chong
San Jose, CA Korean Peniel Sung Paul Lee

LOUISIANA PRESBYTERY (All towns are in Louisiana.)

Town Church Teaching Elder
Alexandria Jackson Street Robert Vincent
Baton Rouge Grace William Frisbee
Southeast Marvin L. Camp
Delhi Delhi Paul Lipe
Jonesville Abundant Life
Kenner Trinity William B. Acker
LaFayette Covenant James Meek
Lake Charles Bethel Dana Stoddard
Metairie Grace Richard Davies
Monroe New Life Darwin Jordan
Opelousa First Edward H. Rutland
Ruston John Knox
Shreveport Grace Eric McQuitty
Zachary Plains Joseph C. Gardner

MISSISSIPPI VALLEY PRESBYTERY (All towns are in Mississippi.)

Town Church Teaching Elder
Bailey Mt. Carmel

Belzoni First Richard Wiman
Canton Old Madison Dana Casey
Clinton Clinton

Edwards Edwards J. Paul Poyner

Forest Covenant Joseph Wilkins

Ruling Elder

Ruling Elder

Ruling Elder

Baker Smith

John Braithwaite
Brian Wingard
Malcom McEacham
George Griffing
John Wilkie
Richard Kern

John Sullivan

Alan Huguet
Robert L. Cason, Jr.
James Davis

Daniel Moller

Ruling Elder

Americo Bonito
Peter Hairston

Robert Ashlock
F. E. Brasfield, Jr.



Jackson

Kosciusko
Lexington
Louisville

Macon
Madison
Newton
Pearl
Philadelphia
Raymond
Ridgeland
Rolling Fork
Tchula
Terry

Union
Vicksburg
Yazoo City

Alta Woods

First

North Park
St. Paul
Westminster
First

First
Covenant
First

Macon

First
Newton
Pearl

First
Raymond
Pear Orchard
Rolling Fork
Tchula
Wynndale
First
Westminster
First
Second
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B. I. Anderson
James M. Baird
Frederick Marsh

Brister Ware

James Shull

A. Michael Schneider

John Reeves
Howard Allen

Thomas A. Cook
Linleigh Roberts
M. Steve Wallace
Dale McCord
Douglas E. Murphy
John A. Little
Geren Baird, 11

Robert Hobson
Stephen Howell
Doyle Hulse
Jeffery R. Weir
John T. Allen
William C. Hughes
David Jussely

Douglas Kelly

John Kinser

Jayson Kyle

Paul B. Long

Mark L. Lowery, Jr.
Donald Patterson
Jack B. Scott

Jack Unangst

William Van Gemeren

NEW JERSEY PRESBYTERY (All towns are in New Jersey.)

Town

Brick
Cherry Hill
Fairton
Moorestown
Princeton
Ventnor

Church

Calvary
Covenant
Fairfield
Village
Princeton
Ventnor

Teaching Elder

Petros Roukas
Donald F. Stam
Lawrence Roff
Albert C. Hitchcock
Kenneth Smith
Elwin Jewell

William Greenwalt
James A. Smith

F. G. Bratley

J. W. Vinson
Robert Cannada
Homer Howie
Millard Hubbard
Jerry Long

Roy Lawrence
Lonn Oswalt
Oliver Anderson
David Crawley
Gordon Russell
Rodney Kirby
Michael W. Triplett
John Barrett
Curtis Lynch

Joseph Tuener

Jack Treloar
Eugene Fulton
John Hayes
Guerrant Smathers

Clyde Donnell

Henry Bridgforth
Thomas Peaster

Ruling Elder

Glenn Marshall
Dennis Lytle

NEW RIVER PRESBYTERY (All towns are in West Virginia, except as indicated )

Town

Barboursville

Church

Providence Reformed

Teaching Elder

Donald H. Post

Ruling Elder

Virgil Roberts



30

Blacksburg, VA
Charleston

Malden
Roanoke, VA
St. Albans

MINUTES OF THE

Grace Covenant
Faith

Rebecca Littlepage
Kanawha Saline
Westminster
Covenant

GENERAL ASSEMBLY

William Hall

Lonnie Bames

NORTH GEORGIA PRESBYTERY (All towns are in Georgia.)

Town

Athens
Atlanta

Chestnut Mountain
Douglasville
Fayetteville
Gainesville
Lawrenceville
Marietta

Norcross

Powder Springs
Smyrna

Stone Mountain
Summerville
Woodstock

Church

Faith

Emmanuel

New Covenant
Chestnut Mountain
Harvester

Covenant
Westminster

Prince of Peace

N. Cobb Community
Perimeter

Midway
Smyrna
Grace
First
Cherokee

Teaching Elder

Terry Mercer
Clifford H. Brewton
Mitchell Hall
Ronald H. Parrish
Donald Mountan
R. Eugene Hunt
Henry Gundlach

Billy T. Davies
Randall Pope

Terry Gyger

Todd W. Allen
Thomas H. Rayside
Charles DeBardeleben
John M. MacGregor
James T. Lester

Richard A. Aeschliman
Charles H. Dunahoo
Dwight Linton
Kennedy Smartt
Henry Thigpen

Robert Valentine

H. Ben Wilkinson
Michael Woodham

NORTHEAST PRESBYTERY (All towns are in New York, except as indicated.)

Town

Flushing
Ledyard, CT
Lincolndale

New York
Rock Tavern

Church

Covenant
Groton Reformed
Affirmation

Manhattan
Westminster

Teaching Elder

Samuel Ling
John Graham
Frank E. Smith
Frank J. Smith

John Vance

David Currence
Robert Edmiston

Robert Miller
James B. Miller,
John Jenkins
Harry Gardner

Ray Scott

Ruling Elder

Robert Shirley

John McKay
John Bordelon
James Hughes
Carlton Wilhelm

Ross Jerguson
Kenneth Melton

Ruling Elder

Eric Stedfield

NORTHERN ILLINOIS PRESBYTERY (All towns are in Illinois, except as indicated.)

Town

Chicago

Church

Covenant

Teaching Elder

John A. Bash

Ruling Elder
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Elgin Westminster Charles Holliday I11
Hammond, IN Covenant Barry Bostrom
Paul W. Taylor

OKLAHOMA PRESBYTERY (All towns are in Oklahoma, except as indicated.)

Town Church Teaching Elder Ruling Elder
Lawton Beal Heights Robert Hays

Oklahoma City Heritage Reformed Chuck Garriott

Olathe, KN Olathe Robert Dunn

PACIFIC PRESBYTERY (All towns are in California, except as indicated.)

Town Church Teaching Elder Ruling Elder
Agoura Hills Calabasas Daniel Faragalli
Bakersfield Covenant Robert M. Ferguson
Kailua, HI Trinity Peter Anderson
Sepulveda Valley David Bransby
Union City Community David Brown

Lane Adams

Donald Aven

J. Philip Clark

William T. lverson
Peter Jensen

Paul McKaughan
Larry Mills

PACIFIC NORTHWEST PRESBYTERY (All towns are in Washington, except as indicated.)

Town Church Teaching Elder Ruling Elder
Calgary, AL West Hills David H. Linden Ross Lawson
Everett Westminster John Hoogstrate
Seattle Green Lake Stephen Leonard Donald Dickson
Robert A. Bonner
Hillcrest Thomas Ramsey Ronald Ostic

PALMETTO PRESBYTERY (All towns are in South Carolina.)

Town Church Teaching Elder Ruling Elder
Aiken New Covenant Donald Byerly
Charleston Church Creek Reformed Gerald P. Malkus
Cheraw Faith Claude Vernon
Chester Trinity James Moss Gregory Green
Columbia Covenant James Gary Aitken Manton R. Frierson
W. B. Zeigler
Eau Claire Harold R. Patteson John Farmer
Northeast George D. Crow Royce Waites

Rose Hill Craig L. Wilkes



32

Irmo
Kingstree

Lexington
Manning
Salters
Sumter

Van Wyck
W. Columbia
White Rock
Winnsboro

MINUTES OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY

St. Andrews
Bethel; Mouzon
Central
Lexington

New Covenant
Union
Westminster
Trinity
Heritage

Faith

Union Memorial

Whaley Barton

Paul Hill(2)

David Rountree
Joseph V. Novenson
William Heyward, Jr.
Theodore Martin
John C. Ropp Jr.
Charles Wilson
Timothy Fortner
Terry L. Crimm
James Hope

LeRoy Ferguson
Robert Slimp

PHILADELPHIA PRESBYTERY (All towns are in Pennsylvania.)

Town

Abington
Bryn Mawr
Cochranville
Doylestown
Ephrata
Lancaster
Lansdale
Levittown
Media
Outland
Philadelphia

Upper Darby
West Grove
Willow Grove

Church

Covenant

Berith

Faggs Manor
Christ

Reformed
Westminister
Lansdale
Evangelical
Calvary Reformed
Christ Reformed
Korean United
Tenth

J. R. Miller Memorial
Gethsemane
Calvary

Teaching Elder

Erwin Morrison
Stuart Sacks

Charles H. Cummings
John T. DeBardeleben
Stephen P. Beck
Keith Peck

John P. Clark, Sr.
James Bordwine
Ernest Breen

Harold Burkhart
Taek Lim

Glenn McDowell

Leo Karlberg
Christopher Tindall
George Smith

George S. Clark
Carl Derk
Thomas Patete
Robert Peterson
Jeffery Talley
Hugh Wessel

SAINT LOUIS PRESBYTERY (All towns are in Missouri.)

Town

Ballwin
Crestwood
Kansas City
Springfield

St. Louis

Church

Westminster Reformed
Providence Reformed
Ascension

New Covenant
Fellowship

Bethel

Covenant

Fellowship of the Lamb
Grace & Peace
Memorial

Teaching Elder

S. Michael Preg, Jr.
David Winecoff

C. Douglas Brewer
Mark Vigil

Philip Lancaster
Rodney Stortz
Michael Parker
Egon Middelmann
George Stulac

Blair Baldwin

Ruling Elder

George Harris
Robert Like
C. Harry Davis

Oong Choi

K. W. Rush
Donald MacKenzie
Chuck Barlow

Paul S. Kim
Manfred Garibotti

Ruling Elder

Mel Farrar
William Linton
John Carran

John Rug
William Dare

Ronald Freiwald
Paul R. Jaeggi



Union
Washington
Webster Grove
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Murphy Blair
Kirk of the Hills

Franklin
New Port
Old Orchard

T. Calhoun Boroughs
L. Vernon Trueblood

Walter Lorenz
James Routszong
Ronald Lutjens

William Barker
Oliver Claassen
Roger Hunt

George Knight
Donald McNair

Albert F. Moginot, Jr.

Robert G. Rayburn
Bron Rutkowski
Robert A. Wildeman

SIOUXLANDS (All towns are in South Dakota, except as indicated.)

Town
Ackley, 1A
Chancellor
Hinckley, MN
Holland, 1A
Lennox
Walker, 1A

Church

W. Friesland
Germantown
First

Colfax Center
Lennox-Ebenezer
Bible

Teaching Elder

Kenneth Remer
Stanley Sundberg
Timothy Diehl
Arthur G. Ames
Dennis Eide
David Dupee
David Peterson

Douglas Corey
Donald McCoy
J. Milton Schrader

Oscar Koirtyohann

Ruling Elder

Alfred Heibult

Robert Steadman

SOUTHERN FLORIDA PRESBYTERY (All towns are in Florida, except where indicated.)

Town
Boatswain Bay,

Grand Cayman, BWI
Boca Raton

Coral Gables

Coral Springs

Ft. Lauderdale

Ft. Myers
Homestead
Jupiter

Key Biscayne

Lake Worth

Church

First Evangelical
Spanish River
West Boca
Granada

First

Bethany

Calvary
Coral Ridge

Covenant
Westminster

Redlands Community
Jupiter

Key Biscayne

Lake Osborne

Teaching Elder

P. David Nicholas
Duane Cory
Smiley Sturgis
Howard Eyrich
Terry L. Johnson

Ross Bair

Mark Bolhufner
David Todd
Timothy Dobbins
A. H. Boswell
Stephen Krentel
James B. Richwine
G. Mark Roessler
Daniel Wren
Kenneth Reid

H. Andrews Silman
Richard L. Gillen
Stephen W. Brown
David M. O’Dowd
Wayne W. Zaepfel

Ruling Elder
Rupert Ebanks

Murray Lands
Peter Hirz

William Buiten
L. Allen Morris
William Swain
William Coggins

Gordon Frost
Allen Baldwin
Ronald Driesslein
Rene Schmidt
Robert White
Joseph High
Donald Meindl

Clarence Hair



34

Miami

Naples

N. Miami
Plantation
Sebring

Stuart

West Palm Beach

SOUTHWEST PRESBYTERY (All towns are in Arizona, except as indicated.)

Town

Colorado Springs,CO
Under, WY
Parachute, CO
Phoenix

Sun City

Tucson

MINUTES OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY

Immanuel
Kendall

LeJeune
Old Cutler
Pinelands
Shenandoah
Trinity
Covenant

North Dade
First
Covenant
Grace
Wellington

Church

Village Seven
Covenant
Westminster
Calvin
Covenant
Desert Springs

Neil Gilmour
James Bland
John McNicoll

Robert Davis
George Brengle
Ronald J. Brady
Werner Mietling
James Conrad
Lea Clower

J. Andrew White
Joseph Scharer
John Basie
James Bowen
Donald Seltzer

Cecil A. Brooks
T. M. Moore
Robert Palmer
Luder Whitlock

Teaching Elder

Gerald Morgan
James Urish
C. Donald Darling

Donald Esty
Rodney King

William B. Leonard
William R. Read

Robert Staples
Robert Eberst
Tom Osterhaus

John Pascalis
Wallace Krohn

%Ruling Elder
Gerald Hardcastle
William J. Montgomery

William Killy
Bruce Ferg

TENNESSEE VALLEY PRESBYTERY (All towns are in Tennessee, except as indicated.)

Town

Alcoa
Chattanooga

Ft. Oglethorpe, GA
Harriman

Hixson

Knoxville

Church

Trinity
East Ridge

First

New City Fellowship
Ukeview

Red Bank
Westminster

First

West Hills

Hixson

Cedar Springs

Teaching Elder

William H. Bell Jr.
J. Render Caines
Robert Lueking

Carl F. Ellis
Howard T. Cross(2)
Everett Gossett

A. Michael Vitullo
Howard T. Cross(2)

Herbert Broadwater
Donald Hoke

A. John D’Arezzo
Allan Barth

Ruling Elder

Robert Frederick

Samuel Chester
Charles Chisolm
David Evans

T. Hooke McCallie
Andy Trotter

David Reynolds

Terry Futrell
Theodore Robinson
Howard Bankus
Leland Sayers



Lookout Mountain

Nashville
Oak Ridge

JOURNAL

Vernon H. Holstad

Ebenezer David Howe
West Hills Frederick Fowler
Lookout Mountain George Long

James Bachmann
Lookout Mtn. Reformed
Christ Cortez A. Cooper
Covenant David Hall

Charles W. Anderson

Paul R. Gilchrist
Bruce Young

TEXAS PRESBYTERY (All towns are in Texas.)

Town

Beaumont
Colleyville
Corpus Christi
Dallas

Gainesville
Houston
McAllen
Richardson
Spring

Tyler
Webster

Church Teaching Elder
Beaumont Mission John E. Gilchrist
Colleyville Dale Smith
Heritage Charles Chase
Casa Linda Brian 1. Johnston
John Knox Charles Cobb, Jr.
North Dallas David Nelson
Sherwood Shores Daniel Pruitt
Westminster Kyle Thurman
Covenant Joseph A. Pipa, Jr.
Oak Lawn David Moraw
Providence Alan McCall
New Life Terry Traylor
Town North David Clelland
Ronald Dunton
Spring-Cypress Kent T. Hinkson
Fifth Street Samuel Cappel
Westminster Lawrence Ruddell

Charles Morrison

WARRIOR PRESBYTERY (All towns are in Alabama.)

Town

Aliceville
Camden
Eutaw
Linden
Marion
Selma
Tuscaloosa
York

Church Teaching Elder
First Thomas Kay, Sr.
First Ralph D. Nolen, Jr.
Pleasant Ridge

Linden Thomas Irby
Marion Bruce Garris
Woodland Heights William Rose
Riverwood John W. Robertson
Covenant Joel Beezley

Frederick Carr
Paul D. Kooistra

Hubert F. Williams
C. M. Burchfield

Frederick Schumpert
Jackson Wingfield
Martin Essenburg
Elmer Padgett
Donald Goodin

Ruling Elder

Frank Clarkson

W. C. Cornell
Leonard Davis
A. Ray Sanders
Lawrence Phillips
Maurice Monroe
Danny Lovelace

Clark Breeding

Guy Faucheux
Robert Pettit

Ruling Elder
Charles Davis
Richard Owens

Charles A. Miller, Jr.
James Colburn

John H. Bell
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WESTERN CAROLINAS PRESBYTERY (AH towns are in North Carolina.)

Town
Arden

Asheville

Barnardsville
Black Mountain
Brevard
Hazelwood
Hendersonville
Murphy
Weaverville
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Church

Arden

Covenant Reformed

Malvern Heights
Trinity

Tunnel Road
Dillingham
Friendship
Grace Covenant
Hazelwood
Covenant
Providence

First

Teaching Elder
Edwin Graham
Robert Drake

Glenn McClung
William Laxton

W. Donald Munson, Jr.

William Clay
Bradbury Camper

Thomas Weaver Il
John C. Neville, Jr.
Larry Wilson
Russell Harper
Richard Dye
Morton H. Smith

Ruling Elder

Gerald Caffee
Balus Chastain
Joel Belz
Richard Mclintyre
Michael Everhart

E. J. Robeson

David Pryde
A. Q. Smith

WESTMINSTER PRESBYTERY (All towns are in Tennessee, except as indicated )

Town

Abingdon, VA
Bristol
Cedar BIluff, VA

Elizabethton
Greeneville
Kingsport

Pulaski, VA
Seven Mile Ford, VA

Church

Abingdon
Edgemont
Covenant

Memorial
Meadow Creek
Bridwell Heights
Westminster
Pulaski

Seven Mile Ford

Commissioners Requesting Excuse for not Attending

Teaching Elder

Thomas G. Holliday
Morse Up DeGraff
John Hall

Henry Johnson
Sanders L. Willson
James Richter
Larry E. Ball

G. Brent Bradley
Carl Howell
Joseph Wolfe
Philip Evaul
Leonard Van Horn

George T. Wignard, Jr.

TE Steven Baker, Central Carolina
RE New Harmony Church, Calvary
TE J. Alan Carter, Mississippi Valley

TE Michael Frazier, James River

TE Ernest Lad Heisten, Il., St. Louis

TE Robert Korn, Calvary

TE Thomas B. Sullivan, Westminster
TE Ronald Swafford, Central Florida
RE Wynndale Presbyterian Church, Mississippi Valley

Totals: Teaching Elders 642
Ruling Elders 303
Total enrollment 945

Churches represented. 458

Ruling Elder

Hadley Pobst
Gerald Mosolgo

Jerry Neas

J. L. Reynolds
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12-4 Election of Moderator
The Moderator opened the floor for nominations for moderator. TE James M. Baird,
Jr. and TE Donald B. Patterson were nominated.

12-5 Recording and Assistant Clerks Elected

The Stated Clerk nominated TE Frank D. Moser and TE W. Donald Munson, Jr. as
Recording Clerks and RE Walter Lastovica as Timing Clerk. Nominations were closed
and the nominees were elected. The assistant clerks nominated by their respective
presbyteries were also elected to assist in the floor operations of the Assembly.

12-6 Report of Stated Clerk
TE Morton H. Smith began his report, which included the following list of the new
churches added during the past year.

Presbytery Church Address Date Rec. Source
Ascension Westminster Brecksville, OH 1-20-83 Organized
Calvary Kingstree Kingstree, SC 7-28-83 Organized
St. Andrews Irmo, SC 9-11-83 Organized
Central Carolina Castanea Stanley, NC 1-22-84 Received
Central Florida Community Live Oak, FL 4-14-84 Independent
Pinewood Orange Park, FL 5-06-84 Organized
Carrollwood Tampa, FL 5-20-84 Organized
Central Georgia Trinity Statesboro, GA 2-19-84 Organized
Delmarva Covenant of Grace Reisterstown, MD 7-31-83 Organized
Eastern Carolina Covenant Jacksonville, NC 2-12-84 Organized
Evangel Community Leeds, AL 2-12-84 Organized
Grace Covenant Laurel, MS 8-21-83 Organized
James River Immanuel Norfolk, VA 10-16-83 Organized
Sycamore Richmond, VA 5-20-84 Organized
Korean Southwestern Hosanna Sunny Valley, CA 2-10-84 Received
New River Providence Reformed Barboursville, WV 10-23-83 Organized
Valley Reformed Narrows, VA 10-23-83 Organized
Trinity New Martinsville, 11-04-83 Organized
wv
North Georgia Grace Cedartown, GA 6-04-84 Organized
Northeast L'Eglise Catholique Ville St. Georges, 11-19-83 Organized
Que.
Reformee de Beauce
Northern Illinois Naperville Naperville, 1L 6-10-84 Organized
Pacific Moreno Valley Sunnymead, CA 4-22-84 Organized
University City San Diego, CA 8-14-83 Organized
St. Louis St. Peters St. Peters, MO 6-10-84 Organized
Siouxlands Covenant Commu- Des Moines, IA 6-03-84 Organized
nity
Southwest Central Denver Denver, CO 5-06-84 Organized
Tennessee Valley Covenant Oak Ridge, TN 7-10-83 PCUS
Grace Dalton, GA 9-10-83 Organized
Red Bank Chattanooga, TN 7-10-83 PCUS

12-7 New Moderator

The Moderator declared that TE James M. Baird, Jr. had been elected moderator. He
was escorted forward, assumed the chair, and addressed the Assembly briefly, exhorting
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the brethren to restraint in use of time in debate on the upcoming business. Following a
season of prayer, Mr. Baird announced his intention to call previous moderators RE W.
Jack Williamson and TE Paul G. Settle and TE Donald B. Patterson to the chair to
moderate one day at a time.

12-8 Report of and Presentation to Retiring Moderator

RE L. B. Austin Il reported briefly concerning his year as moderator. RE William F.
Joseph, Jr., Chairman of the Committee on Administration, came forward and presented
the Retiring Moderator with a mounted gavel and plaque in recognition and appreciation
of his services.

12-9 Appointment of Assistant Parliamentarian

The Moderator announced the appointment of TE Vaughn E. Hathaway, Jr. as assistant
parliamentarian for the Assembly.

12-10 Report of Stated Clerk (continued)

The Stated Clerk continued his report (Appendix pp. 214). The retiring Associate
Stated Clerk, TE Paul R. Gilchrist, reported briefly, expressing appreciation for the
excellent spirit he had observed during the actual working out of “J & R.” The Stated
Clerk presented a plaque to Mr. Gilchrist on behalf of the Assembly for his labors two
years as Associate Stated Clerk and as Stated Clerk of the Reformed Presbyterian Church,
Evangelical Synod.

The Clerk reported the following items of business had been received, and had been
referred to the Committee of Commissioners indicated, in accord with the Rules for
Assembly Operations 3-4:

A. COMMUNICATIONS TO THE TWELFTH GENERAL
ASSEMBLY

TO THE COMMITTEE ON JUDICIAL BUSINESS
Constitutional Inquiry # 8: From St. Louis Presbytery

Whereas, the Westminster Confession of Faith XXXI, iv, acknowledges that synods and councils may err, and
Whereas, the PCA ordination vows require “subjection to your brethren in the Lord” (BCO 21-5, Question 4),
and
Whereas, the ordination vows also require us “to be zealous and faithful in maintaining the truths of the Gospel
and the purity and peace of the Church” (BCO 21-5, Question 6),
Therefore, St. Louis Presbytery requests advice from the General Assembly concerning the proper recourse for
a Presbytery when in its perception the General Assembly may have erred in a matter. Since the possibility of
error at the level of the highest court of the church is admitted, by what procedure can such an alleged error be
best remedied with due respect and without undue disruption of the Church?

Respectfully submitted,

Albert F. M ogtnot,Jr. Stated Clerk

Adopted at a Special Meeting of St Louis Presbytery on March 3, 1984.
Response 12-53, Il, 58, p. 139. (7,8,9)

B. OVERTURES TO THE TWELFTH GENERAL ASSEMBLY
TO THE COMMITTEE OF COMMISSIONERS ON ADMINISTRATION

Overture 8: From the Presbytery of Covenant
Whereas, the Presbyterian Church in America strives to achieve parity between teaching elders and ruling
elders, and
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Whereas, the General Assembly currently meets for five days, and the Committees of Commissioners meet for
eight days, and
Whereas, teaching elders generally, outnumber ruling elders by approximately two to one ratio, and
Whereas, the current length of General Assembly discourages participation by ruling elders from both the
Assembly and the Committees of Commissioners:
Therefore, to encourage greater participation by ruling elders in future assemblies, the Session of the First
Presbyterian Church of Indianola, Mississippi overtures the Twelfth General Assembly to limit the length of
future General Assembly assemblies to three days.

Attest: Paurt O. Honomichl, Stated Clerk

Answered in the negative, 12-90, IIl, 31, p. 189.

Overture 22: From the Presbytery of Western Carolinas
Whereas, the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in America as presently constituted bears the
potential of a gathering of some 2,500 commissioners; and
Whereas, the work of a deliberative body is more efficient and productive when it is of a manageable size; and
Whereas, a limited number of commissioners elected by each Presbytery will reduce the cost of otherwise large
and expensive gatherings; and
Whereas, we are called and committed to responsible stewardship in our oversight of God’s people; and
Whereas, a limited number of commissioners elected by a Presbytery shall bring forth the selection of those
best qualified to serve;
Now Therefore, be it resolved, that the Presbytery of Western Carolinas overture the General Assembly to re-
draft Chapter 14-2 of the Book of Church Order to provide for a delegated General Assembly.

Attest: W. Donald Munson, JT., Stated Clerk

Referred to Ad-Interim Committee, 12-90, IlI, 32, p. 189.

Overture 23: From the Presbytery of Western Carolinas
Whereas, there have been reports of possible buildings suitable for assembly offices being offered to the PCA;
and
Whereas, the present position of the Assembly limits the consideration of such only to the Atlanta area; and
Whereas, great advantages could come to the church at large, if the assembly offices were located across the
denomination;
Therefore, the Presbytery of Western Carolinas requests that the General Assembly rescind its action limiting
the location of assembly offices to the Atlanta area, and that it grant the Committee on Administration freedom
to consider buildings or property offers in other cities, and that it be directed to study the possibility of
strategically locating the assembly committees and agencies across the denomination.

Attest: W. Donald Munson, Jr., Stated Clerk

Answered in the negative, 12-90, Ill, 33, p. 189.

Overture 26: From the Presbytery of Delmarva
Whereas, the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in America has 4 functional operating bodies, the
Committee on Administration,
Christian Education and Publications,
Mission to North America, and
Mission to the World, and

Whereas, each of these bodies has a separate operating budget, and

Whereas, each of these bodies solicits funds from member churches on its own and atdifferent times,
in uneven support and growing antipathy on the part of prospective individualsupporters, and

Whereas, each of these bodies has a similar need for operating funds, and

Whereas, the Committee on Administration and Christian Education and Publications have experienced great
difficulty in meeting their expenses, due to insufficient income, and

Whereas, our denomination suffers, both in ability to perform its called tasks, but also in its witness to the
community at large, and

Whereas, we are called repeatedly to seek unity, as in Philippians 1:27 and in | Corinthians 1:10, and
Whereas, by denying one part of our denominational body of the necessary support, we are denying our
scriptural mandate for support, we are denying our scriptural mandate for unity,

Therefore, we do unanimously overture the General Assembly to establish a procedure whereby the General
Assembly will have a unified budget for the entire General Assembly, and

resulting
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That budget will be drawn up by the Committee on Administration for submission and approval by the General
Assembly at its regular annual meeting.
Attest: Thomas G. W ebb, Stated Clerk

Answered in the negative, 12-90, Ill, 34, p. 189.

Overture 34: From the Presbytery of Covenant

Whereas, Rule 3-3 of the Rules of Assembly Operations of the Presbyterian Church in America require a

Handbook for Commissioners to be prepared by the Stated Clerk and mailed so as to reach the commissioners

one month prior to the convening of the Assembly, and

Whereas, a sizable amount of material is distributed each year in the way of a supplement at the General

Assembly rather than included in the Handbook, and

Whereas, such dissemination does not give sufficient time to adequately consider and discuss with the various

Sessions the information contained in the supplements:

Be it, therefore, resolved that the “Rules for Assembly Operations” be amended to require all committees to

complete their business and to forward their minutes to the Stated Clerk at least two months prior to the date

of the Assembly except for such emergencies as may arise requiring meetings within said two month period.
Attest: Paul Honomichl, Stated Clerk

Answered in the negative, 12-90, IlI, 35, p. 189.

Overture 36: From the Presbytery of llliana
Whereas, the General Assembly has requested local churches to establish the fiscal year from July 1to June 30
for the sake of uniformity within the denomination; and,
Whereas it is the feeling of Illiana Presbytery that such a date for the fiscal year will cause difficulty for our
local congregations obtaining desirable attendance and representation at annual meetings because of family
vacations and agricultural harvest season; and,
Whereas, a calendar year is not desirable because of holiday conflicts;
Therefore, we request General Assembly to consider establishing the fiscal year uniformly within the denomi-
nation, for appropriate institutions, from March 1 to the last day of February or leave the fiscal year July 1 to
June 30, but allow churches to submit statistical reports on a March to February basis.

Attest: Thomas W aldecker, Stated Clerk

Answered in the negative, 12-90, IlI, 36, p. 189.

Overture 50: From the Presbytery of Westminster

Whereas, the civil government as of January 1, 1984, is mandating the participation of the church in the Social
Security program; and

Whereas, this mandatory participation is essentially a tax levied by the civil government on the Church of the
Lord Jesus; and

Whereas, the power to tax is the power to control (ex. Bob Jones Decision); and

Whereas, the First Amendment to the United States Constitution prohibits the federal government from
interfering with the free exercise of religion; and

Whereas, the Lord Himself requires us to distinguish between that which is Caesar’s and that which is God’s
(Matt. 22:21, Mark 12:17, Luke 20:25); and

Whereas, tithes and offerings belong to the Lord and should not be rendered unto Caesar (Heb. 7:1-10); and
Whereas, this action of the civil magistrate is putting many Christians in the position of either violating their
own conscience or disobeying the law of the land; and

Whereas, the Westminster Confession of Faith sets forth the means of humble petition of the civil government
in cases extraordinary; and

Whereas, the interference of the civil magistrate into the church obligates us to use the lawful means of petition;
Therefore, be it resolved that Westminster Presbytery overtures the Twelfth General Assembly of the Presbyterian
Church in America meeting at Baton Rouge, Louisiana, to humbly petition the President and Congress of the
United States of America to acknowledge the sovereign Lordship of Christ alone over His Church and to rescind
those laws which have levied a tax on the Lord by taking the things which belong to Him.
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Be it further resolved that the Committee on Administration take note of this overture and render no advice
contrary to the theological position contained herein.
Adopted at the Spring Stated Meeting of Westminster Presbytery on April 14, 1984. Adopted by unanimous
vote.

Attest: Larry E. Ball, Stated Clerk

Answered in the negative, 12-90, III, 38, p. 189.

Overture 55: From the Presbytery of Oklahoma
Whereas, The Lord alone is Lord of the conscience, and
Whereas, The state has decreed churches must be taxed in ways not previouslyconsidered,(i.e.mandating
F.I.C.A. for church employees, property taxation, workman’s compensation), and
Whereas, This taxation is in violation of the United States Constitution,
Therefore, The Presbytery of Oklahoma requests the General Assembly of thePresbyterian Church  in America
to study the issue of church/state relationships regarding their taxations, and to make recommendations to
Presbyterian Church in America congregations, church courts, and individuals.
Adopted at the Spring Stated Meeting of the Oklahoma Presbytery, April 14, 1984.
Attest: ¢ raig E. W eaver, Stated Clerk

Answered in the negative, 12-90, IIl, 38, p. 189.

TO THE COMMITTEE OF COMMISSIONERS ON BILLS AND OVERTURES

Overture 6: From the Presbytery of Illiana
Whereas, there is an increasing number of people, previously divorced on unbiblical grounds, who are requesting
PCA ministers to perform marriage ceremonies for them;
Therefore, be it resolved that the Twelfth General Assembly of the Presybterian Church in America appoint a
study committee to address the question of when, if ever, it is permissable for a PCA minister to perform the
marriage of persons previously divorced for unbiblical reasons.
Whereas, ministers may be approached by two unbelievers, previously divorced for unbiblical reasons;
Therefore, be it resolved that the study committee specifically address the question of the minister’ responsibility
in responding to the request for marriage of two unbelievers.

Attest: Thomas W aldecker, Stated C lerk

Answered in the negative, 12-31, Ill, 1, p. 101

Overture 11: From the Presbytery of Westminster

Whereas, the word “apostate” (apostasia) is a biblical term used by the Apostle Paul to refer to those who
depart from the faith (Il Thes. 2:3; | Tim. 4:1); and

Whereas, we recognize Almighty God as the final judge of men’s hearts, yet we realize this same God has
committed unto fallible men the responsibility of discipline wherein the Church must make judgments as to the
conformity of the outward actions of men to the Word of God; and

Whereas, we realize that the application of the word “apostate” to a denomination does not preclude the
existence of many true Christians and valid congregations within that denomination; and

Whereas, the union body, the PCUSA, has been so influenced by the neo-orthodox heresy that the Scriptures,
the Word of God written, no longer is the supreme authority over the Church, the only infallible rule of faith
and practice, and therefore the authority of God Himself has been rejected (Deut. 18-20; Is. 8:20; Il Cor. 6:17;
Titus 3:10; Il John 9-11); and

Whereas, a position of the PCA toward the PCUSA is necessary as a basis in guiding Presbytery’s actions
toward ministers and churches seeking admittance to Presbytery either by renouncing jurisdiction or by transfer;
Therefore, be it resolved that the Twelfth General Assembly of the PCA in humble reliance upon the Triune
God, and with recognition of our own sins, does declare the union body, the PCUSA, formerly the separate
bodies PCUS and UPUSA, apostate.
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Furthermore a teaching elder should not be received on the basis of a certificate of transfer or dismissal from a
PCUSA Presbytery. Nevertheless, in the case of a man called of God as evidenced by his possessing biblical
credentials of ordination and the Lord’s approbation of his ministry, his ordination though irregular should be
recognized as valid and he need not be re-ordained. Evidence of his ordination should be secured.

Attest: Larry E. Ball, Stated Clerk

Answered in the negative, 12-31, Ill, 2, p. 101.

Overture 14: From the Presbytery of Westminster
Whereas, the Presbyterian Church in America, in conformity with the teaching of Scripture, has affirmed that
human life begins at conception and continues both before and after birth (Report of the Ad-Interim Committee
on Abortion, adopted by the Sixth General Assembly); and
Whereas, miscarriage, as well as abortion, most often results in the death of a human being; and
Whereas, the loss of the life of an unborn child by miscarriage is often a definite source of grief and sorrow to
the parents of the child; and
Whereas, funeral and memorial services are regularly conducted for the worship of God and the consolation of
the living at the death of a loved one; and
Whereas, it has not generally been the practice in our churches to conduct memorial services at the time of
miscarriages in which there are no physical remains of the child to be buried; and
Whereas, this issue which has long been neglected by the Church of Christ and which now, more than ever,
should be addressed by the church in the light of Scripture;
Therefore, Westminster Presbytery respectfully overtures the Twelfth General Assembly to adopt the following
statement: “In view of the Biblical teaching that life begins at conception, a memorial service, given to the glory
of God and for the comfort of the bereaved, is Biblical and therefore appropriate in regard to miscarriage, and
should be encouraged, regardless of the existence of physical remains available for burial.”

Attest: Larry E. Ball, Stated Clerk

Answered in the affirmative as amended, 12-31, IlI, 3, p. 102.

Overture 28: From the Presbytery of Delmarva
Whereas, there is much divergent opinion in the church concerning what the Bible actually says about women
and the diaconate; and
Whereas, a young candidate for ordination in our denomination was denied his quest, with one of the reasons
for this rejection being that his opinion on women and the diaconate was contrary to our BCO; and
Whereas, the possibility exists that our church is going beyond the requirements of Scripture and thereby may
be impoverishing herself.
Therefore, we the Delmarva Presbytery do overture the Twelfth General Assembly of the PCA to study the
particular question of women in the diaconate.

Attest: Thomas G. w ebb, Stated Clerk

Answered in the negative, 12-31, Ill, 4, p. 102.

Overture 37: From the Presbytery of Illiana
Whereas, medical/technological advancements have made possible the unprecedented prolongation of life
through “heroic” measures; and
Whereas, our modern American society presents conflicting views on the value of human life; and
Whereas, Scripture clearly places the power of life and death in our Lord’s hands and therefore makes life and
death a spiritual-theological issue; and
Whereas, great financial, social, emotional, mental, and spiritual pressures are brought to bear upon families of
patients undergoing such “heroic” measures:
Therefore be it resolved that the llliana Presbytery overture the Twelfth General Assembly to establish a
committee to study such questions as “What constitutes heroic measures?”, “At what point do modem medical
approaches attempt to usurp the life/death authority of God?”, “When may Christians properly refuse heroic
attempts to prolong life?”, and to provide helpful Scriptural insight and direction for families finding themselves
in this dilemma.

Attest: Thomas W aldecker, Stated Clerk

Answered in the affirmative, 12-31, IlI, 5, p. 102.
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Overture 45: From the Presbytery of Palmetto
Whereas, a number of churches and Christian believers have suffered incarceration and various judicial actions
for refusing to submit to the authority of the State of Nebraska over those churches and families; and
Whereas, the Supreme Court of the United States has asserted that overriding public policy takes precedence
over sincerely held religious convictions in a case involving Bob Jones University; and
Whereas, the Social Security System has been authorized by the United States Congress for the first time to tax
churches and other religious institutions;
Therefore, be it resolved that Palmetto Presbytery overture the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church
in America meeting at Baton Rouge, Louisiana in June, 1984, to direct the Moderator to appoint a special
committee to inform the churches on issues affecting church/state relations, and for the Administration
Committee to provide mailing and printing facilities to said committee. This committee is to inform the churches
of the denomination on a quarterly basis by means of a fact sheet or through the Messenger or other presently
available communication vehicle. They shall direct attention in particular to matters including, but not limited
to, proposed legislation which would jeopardize churches and/or believers rights to immunities under the
Constitution of the United States.
Be it further resolved that this committee develop a network of reporters or resource persons in the states to
direct attention to state and local issues involving the rights and immunities of churches and individuals. The
duties of this committee shall be limited to providing information including the addresses of legislators and
others involved in these matters. This committee shall not give or suggest courses of action to the churches and
constituency of the PCA.
Adopted at Winter Meeting of Palmetto Presbytery, January 26, 1984

Attest: W ittiam C. Plowden, Stated Clerk

Answered in the negative, 12-31, Ill, 6, p. 102.

Overture 47: From the Presbytery of Central Georgia
Whereas, the National Federation of Decency is involved with positive results, in encouraging national advertisers
to discontinue sponsoring programs depicting sex, violence and profanity; and
Whereas, a number of denominations are becoming involved in this effort; and
Whereas, many in the PCA are already involved in this movement;
Therefore, Central Georgia Presbytery overtures the Twelfth General Assembly to:
1 Send observers to the National Consultation on Obscenity and Pornography in Cincinatti, Ohio,
September 6-7, 1984, and to report to the denomination recommended support and involvement.
2. Recommend the churches of the denomination to become involved by urging their members to pray
for the continued success of the National Federation of Decency and help support the program.
Attested: Donald D. Comer, Stated Clerk

Answered by reference to answer of Overture 54, 12-31, IlI, 8 p. 103.

Overture 54: From the Presbytery of the Southwest
Whereas, Programming on TV is becoming increasingly secular, decadent and outright anti-Christian, and
Whereas, Ten (10) denominations sent representatives to Indianapolis on December 19, 1983, to address this
problem with the help of the National Federation for Decency (including the RPCNA, Dr. John White, and
the ARP, Rev. Billy Fleming), and
Whereas, a second major meeting will be held in Cincinnati on September 6-7, 1984, to further discuss the
problem and seek steps of action,
Therefore, be it resolved that the Presbytery of the Southwest overture the General Assembly meeting in Baton
Rouge in June, 1984, to send one official PCA observer to the National Consultation on Pornography and
Obscenity in Cincinnati, September 6-7, 1984 and report back to the PCA through an article in the PCA
Messenger.
By action of Presbytery, April 27, 1984

Attest: Chartes E. Turner, Stated Clerk

Answered in the affirmative, 12-31, Ill, 7, p. 103.
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Overture 56: From the Session of the Cherokee Presbyterian Church

(Presented to the Presbytery of North Georgia, but not adopted by Presbytery)

Whereas, Reformed theology has distinguished itself from various forms of “dispensationalism” in its understand-
ing of the covenant of grace as providing an essential and organic unity between the Old and New Testaments;
and

Whereas, one of the distinctive features of our Presbyterian understanding of this covenant theology has been
the recognition of the familial character of God’s covenant dealings throughout scripture with His church, by
which He claims not only believers but their children as well; and

Whereas, this covenant embrace by God of our children has been understoodasconstitutiveofchurch
membership and the warrant for the administration of the initiatory covenant sign of baptism to them even in
infancy as the door through which they enter the visible church of God;and

Whereas, there is a clear analogy between the sacraments of the Old and NewTestaments, i.e., theinitiatory
sacrament of church membership (circumcision/ baptism) preceding the sacrament of ongoing sustenance (the
sacrificial-memorial meals of Passover/ Lords Supper); and

Whereas, Exodus 12:4, 47 and | Sam. 1:4 seem clearly to indicate that the Old Testament sacrificial meals were
familially administered and included all the members of the congregation who could ingest the elements; and
Whereas, it would seem inconsistent now to exclude our baptized covenant children from the Lord’s Supper
without clear biblical warrant; and

Whereas, the ostensible warrant of the requirements of I Corinthians 11:26-31 actually appears in the context
of correcting a particular abuse of the Lord’s Supper, which abusers were not children but adults, thereby calling
into question the propriety of their use in withholding communion from our children; and

Whereas, Luke 18:15-18, which indicates Jesus’ rebuke of the disciples for hindering the children (including
infants) from receiving as members of His kingdom the blessing of His presence, is frequently cited as support
for paedobaptism and would also seem to pertain to the spiritual presence of Christ in communion; and
Whereas, the exclusion of baptized church members from the Lord’s Supper is a serious form of church censure;
and

Whereas, it was apparently the practice of the ancient Western Church for over a millenium to give communion
to their small children and is the current practice of the Eastern Church;

Therefore, be it resolved that the Twelfth General Assembly appoint a study committee to reassess the PCA’s
current practice with regard to the Lord’s Supper and her covenant children in the light of the overall teaching
of Scripture.

Answered in affirmative, 12-31, IlI, 9, p. 103.

Overture 57: From the Presbytery of Southern Florida
Whereas, the Christians in the United States of America have been lax in exercising their right and responsibility
to vote in elections, and
Whereas, as a result the rights of the Christian community are being eroded away;
Therefore, the Presbytery of Southern Florida respectfully requests the General Assembly of the P.C.A. to
strongly urge all P.C.A. members to register and vote in the November 6, 1984 election.
Adopted in Preshytery April 17, 1984 by a vote of unanimous consent
Attest: Ralph Mittendorff Stated C lerk

Answered in the affirmative, 12-31, IIl, 10, p. 103.

Overture 58: From the Presbytery of the Pacific

Believing that God would have the Presbyterian Church in America to express in tangible forms its love for
Christian brethren in other communions and commit itself to discover, in so far as possible the wholeness of the
body of Christ, His Church, The Pacific Presbytery of the Presbyterian Church in America meeting at Westminster
Theological Seminary in Escondido, CA on April 28, 1984 respectfully overtures the General Assembly to order
a study of the National Association of Evangelicals with the intention to decide in 1985 whether it should seek
membership in that body.

We remind the Assembly that the NAE doctrinal statement, adopted by several mission boards with which
we have cooperative agreements, has been examined and approved by previous meetings of the General
Assembly. Also, many men who have served our denomination with distinction have also held office in the
NAE and have helped to form its policies.
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We suggest that the staff of the Committee on Mission to North America gather information and prepare
study material on the NAE for the benefit of our churches and presbyteries and that the Permanent Sub-
Committee on Inter-church Relations make a recommendation on which the 1985 meeting of the Assembly can
act.

Attest: James E. Singleton, Stated C If.rk

Answered in the affirmative. Referred to Interchurch Committee, 12-31, IIl, 11, p. 102
Overture 59: From members of Grace Presbytery (Presented to Grace Presbytery, but not adopted)

REPORT OF THE SPECIAL COMMITTEE TO AUTHOR AN HUMBLE PETITION TO THE CIVIL
MAGISTRATE IN ACCORDANCE WITH WESTMINSTER CONFESSION OF FAITH. Chapter XXXI,
Section V:
Whereas, the Presbyterian Church in America confesses that the courts of our church are not to involve
themselves in the civil affairs of the government of the state except “by way of humble petition in cases
extraordinary” (Westminster Confession of Faith XXXI, V): and
Whereas, we also confess that the state “may not..., in the least, interfere in matters of faith,” and that
“as Jesus Christ hath appointed a regular government and discipline in His Church, no law of any
commonwealth should interfere with, let, or hinder, the due exercise thereof, among the voluntary members
of any denomination of Christians, according to their own profession and belief (Westminster Confession
of Faith XXIII, I11); and
Whereas, we believe that “the State has no right to frame a creed or polity for the Church” (Book of Church
Order, 3-4); and
Whereas, the enactment of legislation which for the first time in the history of these United States obligates
churches and religious organizations to pay a tax directly to the state, the requirement that churches be
recognized, or licensed to exist, by the application for and reception of Employer Identification Numbers and
Tax Exemption, and the adoption by an agency of the civil government criteria to determine whether a group
or organization is, in fact, a church have confronted the church with circumstances that are, at the least,
extraordinary; and
Whereas, the enforcement of the Social Security Amendments of 1983 does affect the due exercise of the
government of the church and interferes in the faith of the church;
Therefore, be it resolved that Grace Presbytery overture the Twelfth General Assembly of the Presbyterian
Church in America meeting in Baton Rouge, Louisiana, to petition the President and Congress of these United
States in a manner corresponding to the following:

The petition of the Twelfth General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in America now meeting in Baton
Rouge, Louisiana, to the President and Congress of the United States respectfully sets forth that the Presbyterian
Church in America, being a true church of Jesus, exists by the sovereign will, order, and pleasure of God and
not by the permission of the state.

It is the desire of this church to request by this humble petition that the government of these United States
take the proper and necessary steps to relieve the churches of this land of any obligation resulting from any
regulation or legislation which is contrary to the separate existence of churches in relation to the civil government.

While it would be possible for this Assembly to set forth historical and constitutional arguments to prove
that it is the right of the churches of this land to be immune from legislation and taxation of the civil government,
we will limit our arguments to those which are based upon the Word of God.

The only one, living and true, God who exists eternally and who has made Himself known through His
Word contained in the holy scriptures of the Bible, is the One who has established all the spheres of human
existence, including the church and the state. And it is God who exercises absolute sovereign jurisdiction over
those spheres. These spheres, the church and the state, while existing congruent to each other, are separate,
distinct, and independent of each other. But, they both owe supreme allegiance to Jesus Christ, the Son of God,
and are to submit equally to His Word.

It is the Word of God which sets forth the respective duties and authorities of the church and the state. It is
the duty of the church to edify and govern God’ people, the members of the visible church, to propagate the
faith, and to evangelize the world. It is the duty of the state, as set forth, for example, in Romans 13, to maintain
justice and provide for a peaceable existence in this land. The state is granted no authority in or over, and has
no regulation or control of, the church. The church is a separate sphere which is under the jurisdiction only of
its Sovereign Lord, its one Head, Jesus Christ (Ephesians 1:22, 23; Colossians 1:18). Therefore, the church is
immune to the taxation of the state.
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Neither the government of the state nor the government of the church, having different functions and
privileges, have the right to assume authority over the other. Both the church and the state are alike under God,
but neither is subject to the jurisdiction of the other.

In making our humble petition, we declare also our very grave and solemn concern that an agency of the
state, such as the Internal Revenue Service, should presume to set forth criteria by which to determine what is,
in fact, a church or that an agency of the federal government should presume that it should be able to grant the
church an exemption from that which she is already immune because her Sovereign is the Lord God or that the
Congress of these United States should consider that it should have the authority to enact legislation affecting
the churches of this land. Our concern is especially heightened in the light of current legal doctrines and
precedents as, for example, that tax exemption is a subsidy granted by the state to an organization under its
jurisdiction; that the retention of such a privileged status depends upon the conduct of the organization, that is,
whether its conduct is within the scope of public social policy, such as nondiscrimination on the basis of sex or
race, creed or color; and that the failure to conform to such public social policy could result in the loss of
properties, the assessment of fines, and the incarceration of an organization’s officers.

As the Presbyterian Church in America is a true and legitimate church of the Lord Jesus Christ as set forth
previously, it is therefore tax immune for Christ, the King and Head of the church has ordained a separate and
distinct government for the church separate from the government of the state. Therefore, it is beyond the privilege
of the state to presume to grant the church exemption from that which she is already immune because that her
tithes and offerings are already preempted by Her King, belonging only to Him.

Therefore, the Twelfth General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in America does by this petition
request the amendment or repeal of all such legislation, regulation, or executive orders so that the proper relation
between church and state may again be restored to this land.

It is not the intention of this Assembly to petition solely for the relief of the Presbyterian Church in America.
That we live in a pluralistic society is recognized. And, while it is our solemnly held profession and belief that
only the churches which faithfully preach the Word of God, use the ordinary means of grace, and exercise
discipline over its members are true churches of Jesus Christ, the amendment we desire by this humble petition
should be applicable to all churches and religious bodies in these United States.

Not specifically answered by the Assembly, 12-31, Ill, 12, p. 103. See 12-90, IlI, 22, p.
187, for action on this subject matter.

TO THE COMMITTEE OF COMMISSIONERS ON JUDICIAL BUSINESS

Overture I: From the Presbytery of Oklahoma

Whereas, the language of Book of Church Order Chapter 20, section 5 is ambiguous, and

Whereas, the use of terms such as “induce” and “dissuade"” reflect an attitude of coercion, and

Whereas, such a procedure places the moderator presiding at the meetings in an intolerable position,

Therefore, be it resolved that the Oklahoma Presbytery respectfully overtures the Twelfth General Assembly to

revise Chapter 20, section 5 to read as follows:
“On the election of a pastor, if it appears that a large minority of the voters are averse to the candidate
who has received a majority of the votes (less than seventy-five percent) the moderator shall advise the
congregation not to prosecute the call. However, if the majority shall insist upon their right to call a pastor,
the moderator shall proceed to draw a call in due form, and to have it subscribed by them, certifying at
the same time in writing the number of those who do not concur in the call, and any facts of importance,
all of which proceedings shall be laid before the presbytery, together with the call.”

Attest: Paul E. DeLong, Stated Clerk

Answered in the negative, 12-53, Il, 26, p. 133.

Overture 2: From the Presbytery of Oklahoma

Whereas, the word “ordinarily” as used in the Book of Church Order Chapter 21, Section | carries great
ambiguity, and

Whereas, the Oklahoma Presbytery is in doubt as to its application,
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Therefore, be it resolved that the Oklahoma Presbytery respectfully overtures the Twelfth GeneralAssembly to
strike the word “ordinarily” from the Book of Church Order Chapter 21, Section 1
Attest: Paul E. D eLong, Stated Clerk

Answered in the negative, 12-53, II, 27, p. 133.

Overture 3: From the Presbytery of Northern Illinois

Whereas, the Book of Church Order (18-8) stipulates that the candidates for the ministry comingfromanother
denomination must become a member of a congregation of the Presbyterian Church in America, and
Whereas, there are men who are desirous of entering the ministry of the Presbyterian Church in America, who
do not reside where it is practical or possible to become active members of a local Presbyterian Church in
America congregation; and

Whereas, a candidate ought to be allowed to be a member of the congregation he regularly attends;

Therefore be it resolved that the Presbytery of Northern Illinois overtures the Twelfth General Assembly of the
Presbyterian Church in America to change the Book of Church Order (18-8) in the following ways:

1 to insert the words “except in those cases deemed extraordinary by presbytery” between the words
“and” and “must” in the first sentence of said paragraph 18-8;

2. to insert the sentence, “In the event of such an exemption, the presbytery shall make a record of the
reasons for granting this exemption, and shall provide suitable oversight for the applicant,” after the
amended first sentence;

3. to make other changes in the Book of Church Order in order to bring it into conformity with the
above changes in 18-8.

Attest: Barry A. Bostrom, Stated Clerk

Answered in the negative, 12-53, II, 28, p. 133.

Overture 4: From the Presbytery of Southern Florida

Whereas, the Biblical precedence for the ascendency of an assistant to his senior’s position of ministry is
demonstrated by the lives of Paul and Timothy, Il Timothy 2:2, Elijah and Elisha, | Kings 19:19, also, Eli and
Samuel, | Samuel 2:11-3:18, and

Whereas, an historical precedent for this practice was established by many of our fathers in the faith, and
Whereas, there was no restriction in the Standards of the Reformed Presbyterian Church Evangelical Synod as
to this practice, and

Whereas the statement in the BCO 23-1 presumes that God wills not to have an associate or assistant pastor
succeed a senior pastor; yet nevertheless it is recognized that an associate or assistant pastor must not usurp the
office and authority of the senior pastor of a particular church, and the unity of the body of Christ is to be
sought and maintained in all situations;

Therefore the Presbytery of Southern Florida respectfully proposes that Chapter 23 of the BCO Section 23-

1... “The associate or assistant pastors may continue to serve a congregation when a pastoral relation of the
senior pastor is dissolved, but they may not succeed the senior pastor without an intervening term of service in
a different field of labor,” be amended to read, ... “The associate or assistant pastors may continue to serve a

congregation when a pastoral relation of the senior pastor is dissolved, but they may not normally succeed the
senior pastor without an intervening term of service in a different field of labor. However, a congregation may
petition Presbytery for an exception, which by a three-fourths majority vote, Presbytery may grant.”

Attest: Ralph Mittendorff, Stated Clerk

Answered in the affirmative as amended, 12-53, I, 29, p. 133.
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Overture 5: From the Presbytery of Eastern Canada
Whereas, it is the duty of presbyteries to make certain that the preparation and training of candidates for the
ministry be what it ought to be, in order to preserve the purity of the preaching of the Gospel; and
Whereas, it is well known that one of the key areas of theology is that relating to the inspiration of the
Scriptures: and
Whereas, a minister ought to be well grounded in a knowledge of church history, in order to be able to
understand the background of our Presbyterian and Reformed churches, as well as the backgrounds of other
churches; and
Whereas, a minister ought to have a good knowledge of apologetics, in order to “contend for the faith that was
once for all entrusted to the saints” (Jude 3); and
Whereas, The BCO is the proper place to set forth the standards for the examination of candidates for Licensure,
and for Ordination;
Therefore the Presbytery of Eastern Canada respectfully overtures the Twelfth General Assembly of the
Presbyterian Church in America to revise the BCO 19-2 and 21-4 as follows:
1 Amend BCO 19-2, section B, by inserting after point I, a new point 2, reading “Inspiration of the
Scriptures.” The old point 2 is to be renumbered as point 3.
2. Amend BCO 19-2, section B, by inserting after the old point 2 (“Practical knowledge of the English
Bible”), a new point 4. reading “Church History."
3. Renumber the old point 3, as point 5.
4., Amend BCO 21-4 by inserting in the second paragraph, after the words “the Sacraments," the words
“apologetics, the history of this denomination.”
Attest: Howard M. McPhfe, Stated Clerk

Answered in the negative, 12-53, Il, 30, p. 133.

Overture 9: From the Presbytery of Central Florida
Whereas, we desire to make our practice consistent with what we believe, and
Whereas, we mark the death of human beings by services of worship because such a one was created in God’s
image (Gen. 1:26-27) and also because God commands us to comfort the bereaved (Jam. 1:27), and
Whereas, we believe that human beings are fully human from the moment of conception (Ps. 139:13-16; Jer.
1:5), and
Whereas, the Church as a body presently does not mark the death of infants born prematurely (that is, born
any time after conception) thereby appearing to say that these infants were not fully human because of their
state of gestation;
Therefore the Session of Orangewood Presbyterian Church overtures the next Assembly regarding services for
worship for infants who do not survive premature birth.

Attest: A. Cartton Heil, Stated Clerk

Answered by reference to answer to Overture 14, 12-53, Il, 32, p. 134.

Overture 12: From the Presbytery of Central Carolina
Whereas, Christianity is the revelation of God’s redemptive work in history, so that God’s people are commanded
to “remember His marvelous works that He hath done” (Ps. 105:5); and
Whereas, Ministers of the Gospel need a special sense of church history so as to “remember Jesus Christ, risen
from the dead" (Il Tim. 2:8);
Therefore, the Session of the Prosperity Church petitions Central Carolina Presbytery to overture the Twelfth
General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in America to amend BCO 19-2 B. 3 (under “Examination for
Licensure”) by changing it to read, “Basic knowledge o f the history and government of the Presbyterian Church
in America, as defined by the Book of Church Order:" and to amend BCO 21-4, paragraph 2 by inserting the
words, “ ... Church and denominational History ” after the words, “the Sacraments.”

Attest: Stephen O. Stout, Stated Clerk

Answered in the negative, 12-53, II, 33, p. 134.
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Overture 16: From the Presbytery of the Northeast

Whereas, the Apostle exhorts us to prepare ourselves for partaking of the Lord’s table by examining ourselves,
1 Cor. 11:28, “A man ought to examine himself before he eats of the bread and drinks of the cup”; and
Whereas, the nature of this self examination is to determine one’s ability to discern the body of Christ and
whether or not one is repentant and truly desirous of God’s grace, | Cor. 11:29, 31, “For anyone who eats and
drinks without recognizing the body of the Lord eats and drinks judgment on himself. But if we judged ourselves,
we would not come under judgment”; and

Whereas, our confessional standards reflect the Apostle’s attitude when it states:

WLC Q. 173. May any who profess the faith, and desire to come to the Lord’s supper, be kept from it?

A. Such as are found to be ignorant or scandalous, notwithstanding their profession of the faith, and desire
to come to the Lord’ supper, may and ought to be kept from that sacrament, by the power which Christ hath
left in his church, until they receive instruction, and manifest their reformation.

Q. 174. What is required of them that receive the sacrament of the Lord’s supper in the time of the
administration of it?

A. 1t is required of them that receive the sacrament of the Lord’s supper, that during the time of the
administration of it, with all holy reverence and attention they wait upon God in that ordinance, diligently
observe the sacramental elements and actions, heedfully discern the Lord’s body and affectionately meditate on
his death and sufferings, and thereby stir up themselves to a vigorous exercise of their graces; in judging
themselves, and sorrowing for sin; in earnest hungering and thirsting after Christ, feeding on him by faith,
receiving of his fulness, trusting in his merits, rejoicing in his love, giving thanks for his grace; in renewing of
their covenant with God, and love to all the saints.

IVSC Q 96. What is the Lord’s supper?

A. The Lord’s supper is a sacrament, wherein, by giving and receiving bread and wine, according to Christ’s
appointment, his death is showed forth, and the worthy receivers are, not after a corporal and carnal manner,
but by faith, made partakers of his body and blood, with all his benefits, to their spiritual nourishment, and
growth in grace.

Q 97. What is required to the worthy receiving of the Lord’s supper?

A. It is required of them that would worthily partake of the Lord’s supper, that they examine themselves of
their knowledge to discern the Lord’s body, of their faith to feed upon him, of their repentance, love, and new
obedience; lest, coming unworthily, they eat and drink judgment to themselves; and;

Whereas, our confessional standards teach us that the sacrament of the Lord’s supper in part signifies our
communion with fellow members of Christ’s invisible body,
WC 29:1—Of the Lord’s Supper

I. Our Lord Jesus, in the night wherein He was betrayed, instituted the sacrament of His body and blood,
called the Lord’ Supper, to be observed in His Church, unto the end of the world, for the perpetual remembrance
of the sacrifice of Himself in His death; the sealing of all benefits thereof unto true believers, their spiritual
nourishment and growth in Him, their further engagement in and to all duties which they owe unto Him; and,
to be a bond and pledge of their communion with Him and with each other, as members of His mystical body.;
and
Whereas, we believe the BCO 58-4 exceeds the requirements of scripture and our confessional standards when
it demands that a partaker also be a “communicant in good standing in any evangelical church”; and
Whereas, the term “evangelical church” is so widely and divergently defined as to make it confusing and
meaningless;

Whereas, this requirement places the Session in a position of evaluating a particular church concerning which

the Session may have little or no information;

Whereas, this requirement does not enhance our churches’ efforts to guard the sanctity of the Lord’s table;

Therefore, the Northeast Presbytery overtures the Twelfth General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in

America to amend the BCO 58-4 by deleting the words “and are communicants in good standing in any

evangelical church” so that we might more perfectly follow the scriptural pattern and confessional standards.
Attest: W ittiam S. Henderson, Stated Clerk

Referred to Committee on Judicial Businessfor study and report back to 13GA, 12-53,
11, 34, p. 134.

Overture 17: From the Presbytery of the Southwest
Whereas, The BCO, Chapter 58 was adopted as constitutional by the Ninth General Assembly after due
process, and
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Whereas, this chapter was not subjected to thorough scrutiny prior to initial adoption by the Eighth General
Assembly, and
Whereas, many areas of concern have been raised due to conflicting conviction regarding both what is specified
by this chapter (re: “evangelical church”) and whether many of the specifications are Biblical (re: “who are
communicants in good standing,” and “the table being decently covered”),
Therefore, the Presbytery of the Southwest respectfully overtures the Twelfth General Assembly to commit this
chapter to study for refinement to insure clarity and fidelity to the scriptures.

Attest: Chartes E. Turner, Stated Clerk

Referred to Committee on Judicial Businessfor study and report back to 13GA, 12-53,
Il, 34, p. 134.

Overture 18: From the Presbytery of the Southwest
Whereas, the document “The Presbyterian Church in America Is ” contains a brief statement of belief, and
Whereas, it has been distributed officially as a document of the Assembly as an official statement of the
denomination’s doctrinal position, and
Whereas, these statements have been consistent from the beginning of the Presbyterian Church in America until
a 1983 revision, and
Whereas, this revision removes any indication of a distinctive Reformed doctrinal position and makes it merely
a broadly general evangelical statement,
Therefore, the Presbytery of the Southwest respectfully overtures the Twelfth General Assembly to declare the
statements of belief as they appeared in the earlier printings of “The Presbyterian Church in America Is...” the
official statements of the General Assembly, and subject to change only by General Assembly action.

Attest: Chartes E. Turner, Stated Clerk

Answered in the negative, 12-53, Il, 35, p. 134.

Overture 19: From the Presbytery of Evangel
Whereas, paragraph 21-1 states that “a candidate or licentiate may be granted permission by the Presbytery to
move on the field prior to his ordination examination,” and
Whereas, it says “ordinarily an ordained minister from another Presbytery or denomination shall not move on
to the field until received by Presbytery,” and
Whereas, this seems to be reversed as an ordained minister has already passed his ordination examination and
his gifts have been attested by others; and the candidate or licentiate has not been examined and often very little
can be found out about him;
Therefore, be it resolved that Evangel Presbytery overtures the Twelfth General Assembly of the Presbyterian
Church in America to change the second paragraph of Chapter 21-1 to read as follows: “An ordained minister
from another Presbytery may be granted permission by the Presbytery to move on to the field prior to his
examination and reception by the Presbytery. Ordinarily, a minister from another denomination, a candidate or
licentiate shall not move on to the field prior to his examination for reception into Presbytery.”

Attest: Hubert C. Stewart, Stated Clerk

Answered in the negative, 12-53, Il, 36, p. 134.
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Overture 20: From the Presbytery of Evangel

Whereas, the number of Teaching Elders in the denomination attached to active churches is only sixty-two
percent of the total number of Teaching Elders in the denomination; and

Whereas, the principal of parity of the Eldership embraced at the birth of the denomination has, for all intents
and purposes, been abandoned, and the proportion of Teaching Elders to Ruling Elders attending the General
Assembly has become extremely disproportionate; and,

Whereas, this present trend within the General Assembly is producing discouragement, lack of participation
and increased disinterest in the financial support of the work of the General Assembly which, if continued, will
produce additional unrest and divisiveness;

Therefore, Evangel Presbytery overtures the Twelfth General Assembly to amend Section 14-2 BCO by
substituting for the whole the following:

“14-2. The General Assembly, which is a permanent court, shall meet at least annually upon its own
adjournment, and shall consist of all Teaching Elders in good standing with their Presbyteries, as hereinafter
provided, and Ruling Elders in the ratio of one from each congregation for each 500 members, or fraction
thereof, but not to exceed five Ruling Elder commissioners from any one congregation. Teaching Elders attached
to a congregation must be accompanied by at least one Ruling Elder commissioner from such congregation in
order to qualify as a commissioner to General Assembly. Each Presbytery of the General Assembly shall be
permitted to send Teaching Elders who are not attached to a congregation as commissioners to the General
Assembly, provided, however, such additional Teaching Elder commissioners shall not exceed twenty-five per
cent of the total number of such unattached Teaching Elders in good standing with such Presbytery.”

Attest: Hubert C. Stewart, Stated Clerk

Referred to the Ad-Interim Committee, 12-53, 11, 37, p. 134.

Overture 22: From the Presbytery of Western Carolinas
Whereas, the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in America as presently constituted bears the
potential of a gathering of some 2,500 commissioners; and
Whereas, the work of a deliberative body is more efficient and productive when it is of a manageable size; and
Whereas, a limited number of commissioners elected by each Presbytery will reduce the cost of otherwise large
and expensive gatherings; and
Whereas, we are called and committed to responsible stewardship in our oversight of God’s people; and
Whereas, a limited number of commissioners elected by a Presbytery shall bring forth the selection of those
best qualified to serve;
Now Therefore, be it resolved, that the Presbytery of Western Carolinas overture the General Assembly to re-
draft Chapter 14-2 of the Book of Church Order to provide for a delegated General Assembly.

Attest: W. Donaltd Munson, Jr., Stated Clerk

Referred to Ad-interim Committee, 12-90, Ill, 32, p. 189.

Overture 27: From the Presbytery of Delmarva

Whereas, the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in America is now potentially composed of voting

delegates from each and every particular church, as well as teaching elders serving in other fields, and

Whereas, teaching elders outnumbered ruling elders at the 1983 meeting of the General Assembly, and

Whereas, it is deemed necessary for the effective ministry of our denomination that the highest court be smaller,

and

Whereas, it is considered that the logical way to accomplish a streamlined assembly is through delegating voting

members and insuring equal representation by both teaching and ruling elders.

Therefore, the Delmarva Presbytery overtures the 12th General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in

America to approve a change to representative General Assemblies, and

Further, that the following amendments to the Book of Church Order be adopted, considering the second

contingent upon acceptance of the first.

(1) That the Book of Church Order 14-2 be amended by substituting for the whole:
“14-2 The General Assembly, which is a permanent court shall meet at least annually upon its own
adjournment. The total number of commissioners shall be 600. There shall be an equal number of teaching
and ruling elder commissioners. Each Presbytery shall be entitled to two teaching elder commissioners and
two ruling elder commissioners. The remaining commissioners shall be alloted to the presbyteries based
on the proportion of the total number of communicant members of the denomination. Each presbytery’s
allotment shall be equally divided between teaching and ruling elders. The Assembly’s Committee on
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Administration shall make the allotment to each presbytery within 60 days after each regular annual
meeting of General Assembly, based on the last annual statistical report of communicant membership.
Each presbytery shall develop its own method of selecting its allotted commissioners, providing an equal
number of teaching and ruling elders are chosen. Presbyteries shall select alternates for each of the four
commissioners to which they may be entitled. Each Presbytery shall select its commissioners and notify
the Stated Clerk of the General Assembly at least 120 days prior to the beginning of the next stated
meeting of the General Assembly. All teaching and ruling elders in the denomination shall be eligible to
attend the General Assembly as observers. Such observers may attend all meetings of the Committees of
Commissioners and all sessions of the General Assembly, except for those closed by rules of the assembly
or by parliamentary order.”
(2) That the Book of Church Order 10-6, be amended by substituting the following for the whole:
“10-6 The General Assembly shall pay all or a portion of the expenses of its commissioners according to
the rules set annually by its Committee on Administration. The expenses of teaching and ruling elders
occasioned by their attendance at presbytery shall be defrayed by the bodies they respectively represent.
Local churches are encouraged to pay the expenses of their observers to General Assembly in order that
they may receive instruction, information, and inspiration regarding the work of the denomination.”
Attest: Thomas G. W ebb, Stated Clerk

Referred to the Ad-Interim Committee, 12-90, 1, 32, p. 189.

Overture 29: From the Presbytery of Delmarva

Whereas, the Westminster Confession of Faith (1:6) states that “The whole counsel of God concerning all
things necessary for ... faith and life, is either expressly set down in Scripture, or by good and necessary
consequence may be deduced from Scripture ... ”; and

Whereas, the requirement of BCO 23-1 that an associate or assistant pastor may not succeed a senior pastor
without an intervening term of service in a different field of labor has neither express warrant in the Word of
God, nor is implied by good and necessary consequence; and

Whereas, the Westminster Confession of Faith (1:6) states “there are some circumstances concerning the worship
of God. and government of the Church, common to human actions and societies, which are to be ordered by
the light of nature, and Christian prudence, according to the general rules of the Word, which are always to be
observed”; and

Whereas, the requirement of BCO 23-1 stated above does find some warrant as governing circumstances in the
government of the Church which Christian prudence commends; and

Whereas, nevertheless such prudent governance should not preempt the Biblical and Constitutional rights and
responsibilities of congregations and Presbyteries, nor should it establish an infallible rule to prejudge all
circumstances by a presumption of guilt; and

Whereas, it is the right and responsibility of the congregation to recognize by election to office those it judges
to be called to ministry (16-1, 2) and it is the right and responsibility of the Presbytery to permit a call, if in its
judgment the call is found in order and is for the good of the Church (16-1 and 21-1); and

Whereas, in its current form 23-1 unreasonably restricts the rights and responsibilities of the congregation and
the Presbytery to determine that in particular circumstances a call to an associate or assistant to succeed a senior
pastor without an intervening term of service in a different field of labor would be in order, and it uncharitably
adopts a presumption of guilt;

Therefore, the Presbytery of Delmarva overtures the Twelfth General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in
America to amend to the BCO 23-1, the third paragraph, by replacing 23-1, third paragraph, with the following
paragraph:

“The status of an associate or assistant pastor is not affected by the death or resignation of the senior pastor,
and no implication of any right of succession, nor necessity of resignation, may be inferred, promised, or required
in the call to such associate or assistant pastors. The presbytery may approve a call to an associate or assistant
pastor to succeed a senior pastor if the presbytery, after careful consideration, determines by a two-thirds vote
that the dissolution of the pastoral relation with the senior pastor was brought about in Christian love and good
order on the part of the parties concerned.”

Attest: Thomas G. W ebb, Stated Clerk

See answer to Overture 4, Recommendation 29, 12-53, II, 29, p. 133.
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Overture 30: From the Session of the Stony Point Reformed Presbyterian Church, Richmond, Virginia
(Presented to the James River Presbytery, but not adopted by Presbytery)
Whereas, we believe that “God alone is Lord of the conscience, and hath left it free from the doctrines and
commandments of men, which are, in anything contrary to His Word; or beside it, if matters of faith, or
worship.... ” (Westminster Confession of Faith XX.II), and
Whereas, the wording of the Book of Church Order is, at best, confusing, and, at worst, contradictory of this
principle, when it states that “God alone is Lord of the conscience, and has left it free from the doctrines and
commandments of men which are in anything contrary to His Word, other than in matter of faith or worship....”
(Book of Church Order, Preface, 1l (1) ), seeming to assert that God has left the conscience free from the
doctrines and commandments of men which are contrary to His Word in every sphere except those of faith and
worship,
Be it resolved, that the James River Presbytery, meeting in stated meeting at Hopewell, Virginia on 14 January
1984, does hereby overture the 12th General Assembly to adopt the following recommendation:
That the Book of Church Order, Preface, Il (1), first sentence, be changed to read, “God alone is Lord of
the conscience, and has left it free from the doctrines and commandments of men which are in anything
contrary to His Word; or beside it, if matters of faith or worship.”
Respectfully submitted,
The Session
Stony Point Reformed Presbyterian Church

Referred to Committee on Judicial Business for rewording and report back to 13GA,
12-53, 1l, 44, p. 136.

Overture 31: From the Presbytery of St. Louis
Whereas, the Westminster Confession of Faith, Chap. XXI, v. says that religious worship of God should be
done with the “singing of psalms,” and
Whereas, the Westminster Confession o f Faith, Chap. XXI, i, says that “the acceptable way of worshipping the
true God is instituted by Himself, and so limited by His own revealed will, that He may not be worshipped ...
[in] any other way not prescribed in the Holy Scripture,” and
Whereas, the forceful implication that could be drawn from these two sections would be that only psalms may
be used in worship of God, and
Whereas, this implication has caused confusion and frustration to some PCA students attending an institution
run by a sister denomination that is committed to the exclusive use of psalms in worship, and
Whereas, this implication could well be a cause for confusion and misunderstanding for all the officers and
members of the PCA, and
Whereas, American Presbyterians have amended the Confession to clear up such confusions and misunderstand-
ings on several other occasions (in 1788-89, Chap. XX, Sec. iv; Chap. XXIII, Sec. iii; Chap. XXXI, Sec. i,
concerning the civil magistrate and the church; in 1887, Chap. XXIV, Sec. iv, deleting the strictures against
marrying one’s wife’s kindred; and in 1903, Chap. XXV, Sec. vi, deleting the reference to the Pope as the
antichrist), and
Whereas, the statement concerning the singing of praises to God could best be expressed in the fuller statement
of the New Testament, which should also be acceptable to all branches of Presbyterians holding to the
Westminster Confession of Faith,
Therefore, the St. Louis Presbytery respectfully overtures the General Assembly to amend the words “singing
of psalms with grace in the heart” so that it reads “singing of psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs with grace in
the heart” in accordance with Col. 3:16 and Eph. 5:19 and thereby remove the confusion and misunderstanding
the present words have produced and might yet produce.

Attest: Atbert F. M oginot,Jr., Stated Clerk

Answered in the negative, 12-53, I, 38, p. 134.

Overture 32: From the Presbytery of Covenant

Whereas, Section 13-9 of the BCO now reads as follows: “It (the Presbytery) has power... to dissolve churches;
to dismiss churches with their consent... ”; and

Whereas, the Presbytery should have the power to dismiss churches even without their consent if the Presbytery
deems that a church is seriously out of accord with the standards of the Presbyterian Church in America; and
Whereas, the Presbytery should have the power to dissolve churches only with their consent (cf. BCO 25-12)
since the property rights of the congregation would be in jeopardy if the Presbytery could dissolve the
congregation without the consent of the congregation;
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Therefore, be it resolved that Section 13-9 of the BCO be amended by changing the words “to dissolve churches;
to dismiss churches with their consent” to “to dissolve churches with their consent; to dismiss churches;.”
Attest: Paul O. Honomichl, Stated Clerk

Answered in the affirmative, 12-53, 1I, 39, p. 134.

Overture 33: From the Presbytery of Covenant

Whereas, Section 11-4 of the BCO now reads as follows: “For the orderly and efficient dispatch of ecclesiastical
business, it is necessary that the sphere of action of each court should be distinctly defined. The Session exercises
jurisdiction over a single church, the Presbytery over what is common to the minister, Sessions, and churches
within a prescribed district, and the General Assembly over such matters as concern the whole Church. The
jurisdiction of these courts is limited by the express provisions of the constitution.

Every court has the right to resolve questions of doctrine and discipline seriously and reasonably proposed,
and in general to maintain truth and righteousness, condemning erroneous opinions and practices which tend to
the injury of the peace, purity, or progress of the Church. Although each court exercises exclusive original
jurisdiction over all matters specially belonging to it, the lower courts are subject to the review and control of
the higher courts, in regular gradation. These courts are not separate and independent tribunals, but they have a
mutual relation, and every act of jurisdiction is the act of the whole Church performed by it through the
appropriate organ”; and
Whereas, nevertheless, there apparently is some confusion or misunderstanding concerning the authority of the
Presbytery to dissolve the Session of a particular congregation or church in that one or more Presbyteries have
either taken such action or has considered taking such action; and
Whereas, it appears to be desirable to amend the BCO so as to eliminate any possible confusion or
misunderstanding in this regard,;

Therefore, be it resolved that Sect. 11.4 of the BCO be amended by adding thereto the following paragraph:

“In carrying out their duties and responsibilities the higher courts must, at all times, be cognizant of and
recognize the fact that each such court has only specific and defined jurisdiction; that the higher court cannot
take action for, and, on behalf of a lower court; and that any action taken must be taken by the proper and
appropriate church court pertaining to matters within its jurisdiction. As illustrations: a Presbytery cannot admit
members to a local congregation nor can a Presbytery dismiss members from a particular congregation; a
Presbytery cannot dismiss any duly elected officer of a congregation nor can a Presbytery elect any officer for a
particular congregation; a Presbytery cannot dissolve or dismiss a Session or the Diaconate of a particular
congregation nor can they elect the members of a Session or of a Diaconate of a particular congregation; the
General Assembly may not admit ministers or congregations to a particular Presbytery, nor may the General
Assembly dismiss ministers or congregations from a particular Presbytery. After the exercise of all of the
authority and powers delegated to any particular church court, as set forth in this BCO, in the event of the
failure of a lower court to carry out the decision or recommendation of the higher court, the ultimate authority
rests with the higher court to dismiss the lower court from the fellowship of this denomination, that is, a
Presbytery may dismiss a local congregation from the Presbytery or the General Assembly may dismiss a
particular Presbytery from the denomination.

Attest: Paut O. Honomichl, Stated Clerk

Answered in the affirmative, 12-53, I, 40, p. 134.

Overture 35: From the Presbytery of Covenant
Whereas, at the Eleventh General Assembly of the PCA, there were some 560 items of judicial business, and
Whereas, most of the persons sitting on judicial commissions were not able to attend most of the sessions of
the Assembly itself, and
Whereas, those commissioners for the most part were sent to the Assembly to represent their local congregations
and were unable to do so, and
Whereas, on several occasions the Eleventh General Assembly was compelled to recess so that Commissioners
sitting on judicial commissions could be summoned to vote on matters requiring a percentage of the
Commissioners enrolled;
Therefore, be it resolved that regional judicial commissions be appointed by the Assembly which commissions
shall meet between the assemblies and shall submit to the following assembly a full statement of the case and
the judgment rendered, all of which shall be entered on the minutes of the Court if approved and accepted as
its action and judgment in the case as is required by paragraph 15-3 of the Book of Church Order.

Attest: Paul O. Honomichl, Stated Clerk

Answered in the negative, 12-53, Il, 41, p. 136.






































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































