Excerpted fromWhat Is Presbyterian Law? As Defined by the Church Couligthe Rev. J. Aspinwall Hodge
(Philadelphia: Presbyterian Board of Publication, 188p) 6071.

CHAPTER VI.
OF DEACONS.

What are Deacons ?

fiThe Scriptures clearly point ollteacons as distinaifficers in the church, whose business it is to take
careof the poor, and to distribute among them the collections winiay be raised for their usél.o them
also may be properlgommitted the management of the temporal affairs aftibecho

When was this office introduced into the Church ?

There is no memin of Deacons under the Old Tawment dispensationThe contributions of money
wereunder the care of the Levites and Priests (Ex. 38 NRAi. 1 : 50, 53; Ezr& : 2430, 33) Special
provisons were made under the law for the relief of the poprindividual, instead of official,
contributions and caréex. 23 :11; Lev. 19: 9, 10; 25 : Z®). Rev. Jamedl. Wilson, D. D., in a
pamphlet oriiThe Deacoa (p. 23), says:fln thelanguage of Dr. McLeodirhere wereseveral officers in
the Jewish synagogue, and these wathorized to conduct the public worship, preserve oeaher
manage the finances of the congregdii@cclesiastical Catechisn@. 51). This latter officer was the
Chazan or Deacoof the synagoguedrideauds Connection§,part i., bookvi.), and in the words of
Prideaux,dhe Chazani@ thatis, Oversee® who were also fixed Ministers and undee Rulers of the
synagogue, had charge amdkersight ofall things in it, kept the sacred books of the law andotphets
and other Holy Scriptures, as also the booktheir public liturgies, and all other utensils belonging to
the synagogué. The order of the synagogue was, asRaktsbytedns hold, the model of that of the
Church undethe NewTestament dispensation. In the synagogueamasfficer that attended to the poor,
had oversight of thplace of worship and managed the finances." We ha¥ets 6 : 16 the history of
the introdudbn of this office into the Christian Church, the occasion, necessityhe office, the
gualifications and duties of Deacotisir election and ordination.

Was this office designed to be permanent?

It is evident from Acts 6 : -6 that the office wasot introduced because of a temporary emergency.
The workcommitted to Deacons is a permanent one, for the poor we shall have with us always (Matt. 26
:11), the Church is enjoined to make provision for them (Gal. 2 : 10), and contributions always will be
given for the relief of Christians and for the extension of the Church, as in the days of the Apostles. The
qualification® honesty, good report, being filled with the Holy Ghost and wisdom, being the husband of
one wife, ruling his children and owrouse vell (Acts 6 : 3; 1 Tim. 3 : 12) are not those which indicate
an extraordinary and temporary offic@eacons were recognized as regular officers of fyanized
churches (Phil . 1: 1diakoHi@ay hPet. 4:2Yeil:tij diakor(eif. Theioffide hasr y , 0
always continued in the Church in some form, was recognized by all the Reformers, and is continued in
all branches of the Church.

It is Aperpetual in the sense thdit cannot be laigside at pleasureNo person can be divestedibf
but by depositiordo But under certain circumstances (dmdow) a Deacon may cease to exercise his
office and tabe an acting Deacon.

What are the duties of Deacons ?

fiTo take care of the poor, and to distribute among ttiercollections which maye raised for their
use. To thenalso may be properly committed the management ofetinporal affairs of the churab.
This includes visitatiof those in need, inquiring into their real wants, helghgm to obtain work and
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comforting them. Being chuch officers, they should always unite with temporal relggdiritual
consolation, instruction and prayein manychurches it is the duty of the Deacons to take chargieeof
communion set, and to bring it, with clean taloben, to the church on the camunion Sabbath, and from
thepoor fund, or some other designated fund, to providétbad and wine for the Lord's table.

What funds are committed to their charge ?

The poor fund, howeer this may be raised. The ktion takenat he admi ni strsati on ¢
Supperis usually devoted to the poor fund, which is incredsedther meansfiOver charities collected
for any othempurpose than those specified (for the poor) their offiees them no contral. The poor to
be caredor are those outside of as well as in the chdrcFhe Southern Presbyterian Church makes it
part of theduty of the Deacons to collect and distribute " ¢fferings of the peopléor pious uses under
the diretion of the Sessiog’

fiThe temporal affas of the churchwould include alimoney raised for the support of the ordinances
of thechurch, and for the erection and preservation obthilgings belonging to itAll this may properly
be committed to the Deacons. ThRérst Book of Discipline ofhe Kirk of Scotlandays:fiThe Deacons
should take up the whole rents of the Kirk, disposihthem to the ministry, the schools and poor within
their bounds, according to the appointment of the Rirk.Und&r the patrimony of the Kirk we
comprehend allthings given or to be given to the Kirk and service Gdd, as lands, buildings,
possessions, annual rents, atidsuchlike wherewith the Kirk is doted, either by donations, foundations,
mortifications, or any other lawfuitles of kings, princes or anyersons inferior to themgogether with
the conth u a | obl at i o nrkis patfimonylsheuldfba distribufed by thé DeacorikédPastor,
the poor, the sick and strangers, and touthieoldingof other affairs of the Kirk. iWe addhereunto th
schools "and schoolmastergitTo whomwe join also Clerks of #semblies. . .syndics or prourators of
the Kirk affairs, takersip of psalms anduch like other ordinary officers of the Kiék. It is usual in our
Churchto place all these temporalffaifs in the charge of Trustees, and the Deacons ¢tzugge only of
the poor fund. When the Deacons hatike care of the property of the church, they are utitesame
limitations, etc. in their management thereoftaesTrustees are in other churches.

To whom are the other collections committed?

The Session of the church receive from the Gemess¢mbly and the other courts recomnadiahs
of various objects to be presid to the people for their bevolent contributionS. The collections are
sentby the Session to the Treasurers of the several Boards ashimeh may contributéo each.
Sometimes monthly cl@ctions are received for all the Boards, and the-wial is divided by the
Session among the Boards accordinthtoratio recommended Ibiye General Assembly.

Has the Session any direct control over the podund?
To the Deacons belongs the sole responsibility ghasagement and ditbution. The Sessi on @A m
advise the Deacons respecting the use of fundso theOld School Assembly decided in 1857The
guestion doesot seem to have come before theaNschool Church, or theAssembly since the reunion.
But the language of tHesook seems plain that the poor fund is entirely inhtweds of the Deacons.
How do Deacons diffefrom Ministers ?
They are laymenThey labor chiefly for a certaidlass in the congregatio.hey have no seat in the
church court§. They have no part in ordinatiopreaching the word, administering the sacraments, or
participating in the governme of the church.
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How do they differ from Ruling Elders?
The Elders have the spiritual oversight of the whaheirch; the Deacons have the care of the
temporal wantef a part, and sometimes the charge of the propertyesgthue of the congregation.

Did not the Deacons ordained by the Apostles preach ?

Not as Deacons. The object of their appointment thas the Apostles and Ministers might be
relieved fromserving tables, and thdiey might give themselves dimually to prayer and to the minigtr
of the word (Acts6 : 24). The qualifications required are not aptnessetich, etc., but honestpa@rt,
prudence, gravity, tempamce, faith, consistency, being full of the Holy Ghesigl not greedy of lucre
(Acts 6: 31 Tim. 3: 8, 9,10). Stephedid great wonders and miracles amongphepled and he did
speak with wisdom and spirit, baith his daily intercourse with men and in his defemten accused of
blasphemy before the Sanhedrim (A@)s It may be questioned whether his defence, ldpgawith
wisdom and spirit, and disputations, were of tieure of preaching, thefficial and authoritative
proclamation of the gospelBut if so, there is no inditian that he preached as a Deacon, for preaching is
neverelsewhere referred to the damate. Even in the Episcopal churches the Deacon is not permitted to
preach byirtue of his office, but must receive a license to ddfremn the Bishop after due examination.
Stephen probably held two offickghat of Deacon and that of Evangelist,did Philip, another of the
seven (Acts 21 : 8).

Who may be chosen Deacons?

filn all cases the persons elected must be male mernnb&rié communion in the church in which
theyaretoe x e r c i s e °tAhMinister, tefefore, theughdwitlit chargenot being a member of a
particular church¢annot be elected Deacoithis was reaffirmed by thlew School Assembly in 1865
and 1869 and the principlés stated (the application, however, is to the eligibilityhi office of Ruling
Elder) by theGeneral Assembly af874™*

May a woman be elected ?

filn all cases thegrsons elected must be male nbensd’ Rev. Charles HodgeD.D., says: filn
addition to Deacons, we know that Deaconesses were in smtagces appointédin the apostolic
Church), fibut we have no evidence that it was the universal praélicePhoebe is called by Pafih
servant of the Churéh(diakonon th/j evkklhsi)aj Tryphoena, Tryphosa and theloved Persisiwho
labor in the Lord) are supposeldy some to be Deaconesseshia same church (Rom. 16 and 12). In
1 Tim. 3:11 it is required that the wivégunai’/kgjo f t h e rBustdoe goanes notfslandereseper,
faithful in all thing® and some suppose that tHesld official relations to the church as Deaconesses.
1 Tim. 5 : 9 the expressiofiLet not a widow be takemto the numberundéar hr eescor e years
undestood by some as those poor women who should be aslsistbé church, but others hold that it
refers to those womewho may be chosen Deaconessto have charge of tifemale part of the
congregation. Such women officersare considered to have been specially necessary among
the Gentile converts, whose women were held in greselusion than among the JetsTabitha or
Dorcas isalso by someegarded as holding this office (Acts 9 : 3@n the early Church there were
Deaconesses who hatiarge of the poor and sick of their own sex, butdffiee was abolished in the
Latin Church in the eleventtentury, and in the Greek Church in the twetiéntury™*

There is no evidence that the Deaconesses, or tmsen who had care of the poarthe apostolic
Church,were formally elected or ordained as officers in the chufglany women ministered of their
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substance, as did thos&Galilee unto Chist (Luke 8 : 3), and devoted mutime and labor to the poor,
and were, with the wives dhe Deacons, regarded laslpers in this work, but pralbly without official
position. The Southern Presbyteri@@hurch formally states what has always been the eusag
Presbyterian churches AWher e it fulstheachutch Sessiprenzay seleceamdiappoint godly
Womenf(zfr) the care of the sick, of prisoners, of poor widows arpthans, and in general for the relief of
distresn

By whom are Deacons to belected ?

fiEvery congregation shall elect persons to the officRuling Elder, and to the office of Deacon, or
eitherof them, i the mode most approved and in use in toaigregatiom'® Those who vote for Elders
may votefor Deacons!

Must they be ordained and installed ?

The same rules apply to them as to Ruling Eldersoa®rdination, installation resignation,
deposition, remeal, dismissal, return, ceasing to act, effect of suspemsidmrestoratior’
May a person be at once Elder and Deacch

The Ad School Assembly in 1840 declared that while itdasirable that thesefafes should be kept
di st yetincthe ppinfon of this Assembly it is not inconsistent with constitution of the Presbyterian
Church, nowith the precedent furnimd in filling the office of Deacon iits first institution, that where a
necessity exists the sarmalividual should sustain both officés. The New School Assembly took no
action on this question, but the wordiofjthe Form of Governmertth. xiii., sect, ii., seem® imply that
persons may be elected to both officesooeither of them.In 1880 the Assembly was askdéifyhen a
Deacon in any church is elected and instalidRuling Elder in theaame church, does he cease tereise
thefunctions of his office as a Deacodn@hd asweredfiNot necessarily™

When there are no Deacons the Session usually basly, take the oversight of the poor or appoint
oneor more of the Elders to act as Deacons.

May a Deacon sit in the churchcourts?
He is neither a Minister nor a representative ofdeple, and has therefore no judicial power.

To what court is he responsible?

He is a communicant ad particular church, and théoee he is responsible to the Sessiohhe
Deacons shouldeek the advice of the Session in regard to the disclodrtieir duties as Deacofs.
Their records and accourgbould be presented atkt once a year to the congriéga or to the Session
(the representatives of the peodiar) review and appral. The Second Book of Diggline of the Church
of Scotlandsays:fiThey ought todo according to the judgment and appointment ofRtesbyteries or
Elderships (of which the Deacons aret members), that the patrimony of the Kirk and pbernot
converted toprivate meds uses nor wrongfullydistributed®® The Southern Presbyterian Church
requires thaifia completeaccount of collections and digutions, and a full record of proceedings, shall
be keptby the Deacons, andsmitted to the Session for exaration and approval at least once a ye&ar.

5 Book of Church Orderh. iv., sect, iv., susect, vi.
6 Form of Governmenth. xiii., sect. ii.

17 See HodgePresbyterian Lawp. 56.

18 See HodgePresbyteriarLaw, pp. 5760.

19 presbyterian Digesp. 119.

20 Minutes G.A. 188(. 56.

21 presbhyterian Digest. 118.

2 |bid., p. 119.

BAssembl yh64 Digest ,
24Book of Church Orderh. iv., sect, iv., suisect,iv.






